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“S6 lugng ‘ngay mai’ cang chi c6 han théi.”

- Michael Landon -



Ngbi nha ciia Marsden hién ra trong tim mdit. N6
giong nhw mgt biét thye Hollywood Hills ma ban vin
thiy trong phim: to 16n va dua ra trudc. Mdt doi dién
v0i chung toi toan la kinh.

“Ngbi nha dwgc xdy tw heroin.” Liz dc nghiét noi.

Con mét khiic quanh nita la chung t6i dén khodng
sdn lat gach trudc ngdi nha. Liz ldi xe t0i, va t6i nhin
thdy mot nguoi dan 6ng 6 phia truée nha dé xe rong
rdi - noi d€ nhitng chiéc xe sang trong cia Marsden.
T6i dinh mb miéng néi, dé chdc la Teddy, nguoi gdc
cong, nhung roi toi thdy mom gd ta dd bién mit.

V6i cdi 16 mau dé & noi ddng ra phdi la mdm kia,
hiin gd ta khong chét mét cdch tw nhién.

Nhuw t6i dd néi, ddy la mot cdu chuyén kinh dj...



6i khéng mudn bat dau bang mot cau

xin 18i - ¢6 1& con ¢6 hin nguyén tic vé

viéc nay, ki€u nhu khong bao gio két
thiic mdt cau bang gidi tir vay - nhung sau khi
doc lai ba muoi trang ma minh da viét dugc, toi
cam thay minh phai xin 16i. C6 mdt tir ma t6i ct
dung mai. T6i hoc dugce rdt nhiéu tir ¢6 bdn chir
cdi tr me va toi da st dung chung tir khi con
nho (ban sé nhan ra), nhung tir nay thi ¢6 nam
chi* cai. T d6 la later - sau nay; nhu trong “vé
sau nay”, “sau nay toi bi€t dugc” hay “phai dén
sau nay t6i mdi nhan ra”. Toi biét minh bi lap tir,
nhung chang con cach nao khéc, vi cau chuyén
bat d4u tir khi tdi van tin vao dng gia Noel va cd
tién ring (du1 rang hdi sdu tudi tdi di nghi ngo).
Bay gio toi da hai mwoi hai, c6 nghia la sau nay
roi, phai khong nao? To6i nghi khi minh b&n muoi
ma&y tudi - ludn cho rang ban than sé s6ng duoc
t6i tan lac d6 - toi sé nhin lai nhitng gi t6i tudng
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la minh da thau hiéu & tudi hai mwoi hai, va nhan
ra that st con c6 rat nhigu diéu minh chang hiéu
gi. Ludn c6 sau nay, gio thi ti biét vay. It nhat Ia
cho dén khi ching ta chét. Vay nén t6i doan moi
th déu dién ra truéc thoi diém dé.

Tén tdi la Jamie Conklin, va ngay xtta ngay
xua toi tirng vé mot chi ga tay dip 1& Ta on, mot
bttc tranh tuyét ci meo. Sau nay - cling khéng
qua lau sau nay - t6i nhan thay bic tranh d6
giong cai thit di ra tit dit con meéo hon. Do6i khi
thuee té rat tom.

To6i nghi day la mot cadu chuyén kinh di. Doc
thit xem.






0i dang trén duong tir truong vé nha,

di cing me. Me cam tay t6i. O tay con

lai, t6i ndm chit bic tranh ga tay, toi vé
né khi hoc 16p mot, mét tuan trwdce 18 Ta on. Toi
te hdo dén dd xodn xuyt hét ca. Nay nhé, nhiing
gi ban can lam la dat ban tay 1én mét miéng bia
mau va &y but sap vién quanh cac ngédn tay. Thé
14 xong céi dudi va cai than. Khi dén cai dau, tu
do sang tao.

Toi cho me xem tranh va me ¢ v it, dwoc dugce
dwoc, dep qua di, nhung t6i khong nghi me thuec
si nhin né. C6 1€ me dang nghi téi mot cudn sach
ma me mudn ban. “Téng tién hang héa”, me bao
thé. A, me 1a nguoi dai dién tac gia. Day timg
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SAU NAY

la cong viéc cua anh trai me, bac Harry cta t6i,
nhung me da tiép quan cdng viéc tr mot nam
triede khi t6i ké chuyén nay cho ban. Day la mot
cau chuyén dai va kha la chan ngan.

T6i bao, “Con dung mau xanh rung vi dé
la mau con thich. Me biét ma, nhi?” Chung t6i
khi &y di sdp vé dén nha cta minh. N6 chi cach
treong toi ba block’.

Me tr ir tt. R6i me ndi, “Khi ta vé dén nha, con
choi hodc la xem Barney va Xe buyt phép thudt’ nhé
nhoc, me con phai goi nghin ti cudc dién thoai.”

Thé la t6i vang vang vang, vay la t6i nhan
duoc moét cai choc va moét nu ceedi nhe rang. Toi rat
khodi khi c6 th€ khién me cuoi, vi ngay ca khi méi
sau tudi, t6i da biét me c6 mot thai d6 rat nghiém
trong voi thé gidi nay. Vé sau, t6i nhan ra minh
chinh la mét trong nhitng nguyén do. Me nghi me
dang nudi day mot dira tré dién khung. Cai ngay

I Block 1a tir ding dé chi cac khoanh dt riéng biét tai mét khu
dan cu. Mbi block dugc bao quanh bai bén con phé. Block ciing
dugc ding dé chi chidu dai mdt canh cia khoanh dét, nmmg con
s6 cu thé 1a bao nhiéu thi tiy thudc vao timg khu vurc.

2 Nguyén vin: Barney and The Magic Schoolbus. Bamey 1a mot
nhén vét trong Barney & Friends - mot chuong trinh truyén hinh
danh cho tré em. The Magic Schoolbus 1a tén chia mot loat phim
hoat hinh.
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STEPHEN KING

ma t6i dang ké lai cho ban day la cai ngay me chic
chén rang, t6i r6t cudc ciing khdng bi dién. Digu
nay phéan nao d¢ giéng nhu trit dugc ganh ning,
hodc khong.

“Khong ké chuyén nay cho ai dau day”, me
bao t6i vao cudi ngay hém dé. “Ngoai trir me. Va
c6 16 ké ca me ciing khong, nhdc a. Ok?”

To6i bao, duoc a. Khi ban con bé va me nodi
chuyén vdi ban, ban ctt déng y v6i moi thi thoi.
Trir khi me néi di nga di, tat nhién. Hodc la an
cho hét sup lo di.

Chung toi vé dén toa nha ctia minh va thang
mdy van bj hong. Ban cé thé néi moi thir han
sé khac di néu cai thang van hoat ddng binh
thuong, nhung t6i khong nghi vay. Téi nghi
rang, may ké néi cudc doi ndy ludn xoay quanh
nhitng lyra chon ma ching ta dua ra va nhitng
con duong ta quyét dinh dan budc, déu la mot
phuong tam xam ba lap. Béi vi nhé, du 6 la di
thang bd hay thang may, chung t6i van sé di ra
0 tang ba. Khi ngon tay s ménh chi vao ban, thi
moi con duong déu dan t6i mot dia diém thoi,
t6i nghi thé ddy. Co 1€ t6i sé thay dbi quan diém
nay khi 16n hon, nhung t6i khong that sy nghi

diéu d6 sé xay ra.
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“Tién su cai thang may”, me néi. R6i, “Nhoc,
coi nhu khéng nghe thay gi nhé.”

“Nghe cai gi co a?”, tdi dap, th€la lai nhan vé
mét nu cuodi nhe rang. Diéu nhe rang cudi cung
cia me vao chiéu hom do, t6i co thé ké cho ban
biét vay. Toi héi me ¢c6 mudn d€ tdi cAm tii cho
me khéng. Nhu moi khi, trong tui lai c6 mot tap
ban thao, mot tap day vao ngay hom &y, c6 vé la
khoang nam tram trang (me ludn ngoi trén ghé
dai doc ban thao trong khi cho toi ra khai treong,
néu nhu troi dep). Me ndi, “Pang yéu ddy, nhung
me ludn dan con thé nao nhi?”

“Trong cudc doi, con phai tw ganh vac van dé
ctia minh”, toi dap.

“Chuan khong can chinh.”

“D4¢ la ctia Regis Thomas a?”, t6i hoi.

“Pung vay. Regis gia t&t tinh, nguoi giup
chiing ta tra tién thué nha.”

“C6 phai viét vé Roanoke khéng me?”

“Con con phai hoi a, Jamie?” Cau nay lam t6i
cuoi khay. Moi thir ma Regis gia tot tinh viét déu
la vé Roanoke. D¢ 1a cai ganh ma 6ng dy phai vac
trong cudc doi nay.
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Chiing t6i leo cau thang lén tang ba, noi ¢
hai can ho nita cing vdi can ctia ching t6i ¢ cudi
hanh lang. Can hd ctia ching tdi la dep nhat. Ong
ba Burkett dang ding trudc can 3A, va toi lap tic
biét c6 diéu gi d6 khong 6n, bdi 6ng Burkett dang
hat thude - mdt viéc toi chua ting thdy bao gio va
ciing 1a mot viéc bi cAm & toa nha nay. Mat 6ng
d6 ngau va mai téc xam caa Ong lia chia dung
dung. Toi ludn goi 6ng la 6ng Burkett, nhung 6ng
thuc ra la gido su Burkett, day mot thit gi do c6
vé hai nao & Pai hoc New York. Van hoc Anh va
chau Au, sau nay t6i da phat hién ra. Ba Burkett
mdc vay ngu va di chan tran. Cai vay ngu kha
mong. T6i ¢6 thé nhin thdy gan hét hang ho cua
ba qua lop vay.

Me t6i 1én tiéng, “Marty, c6 chuyén gi vay?”

Trudce khi 6ng dy co thé dap lai gi do, t6i da
cho 0ng xem ga tay cta tdi. Vi tréng 6ng budn
ghé va t6i mudn éng vui lén, nhung ciing vi toi
qua la ty hao vé buc tranh di. “Nhin nay, 6ng
Burkett! Chau vé con ga tay! Ba Burkett oi, nhin

'II

tranh cia chau nay!” Téi gio btrc tranh lén truedc
mét minh cho ba &y xem, vi t6i khong muén ba
nghi t6i dang nhin ngé hang ho cuaa ba.
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SAU NAY

Ong Burkett khong d€'y gi hét. Toi nghi éng
tham chi khong nghe thay t6i. “Tia, kinh khung
13m. Mona chét ltic sang nay.”

Me t6i danh roi cdi tui dung ban thao xudng
chan va dwa tay 1én bum miéng. “Oi khong! Néi
vai t6i day khong phai su that di!”

Ong Burkett bit dau khéc. “Ba &y thic day
gitta dém va bao la ba di uéng nudc. Toi ngu tro
lai va sang nay, ba &y ndm trén di vang, kéo chin
1én t&i cam va thé 1a tdi nhon chan téi bép dé pha
ca phé, vi téi nghi huong thom dé chiu sé khién
ba th-th-th-ttc... sé thac...”

Sau d6, 6ng sup d6. Me dm 6ng bang hai tay
nhu cai cdch me 6m t6i khi t6i lam minh bi dau,
du cho 6ng Burkett gan tram tudi roi (sau nay, toi
biét duoc la 6ng dy bay muoi tw tudi).

Day ciing la Iac ba Burkett n6i chuyén vdi toi.
Khé nghe ra tiéng ba &y, nhung ciing khong qua
kho vi su tinh van mdi. Ba bao, “Ga tay dau phai
mau xanh la dau, James.”

“Ga ctia chau thi nhuw thé ddy”, t6i noi.

Me t6i vin dang 6m dng Burkett, kiéu dung
dua vo vé dng. Hai nguedi khong nghe thay tiéng
ba Burkett vi ho khong thé, va ho khong nghe
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thdy tiéng toi vi ho dang ban lam may chuyén
nguoi 16n: me thi an 4i, 6ng Burkett thi thon thirc.

Ong Burkett noi, “Toi goi bac si Allen va éng
&y dén rdi ndi c6 1& ba &y bi dot gu®.” It nhat thi
t6i nghi dng 4y néi thé. Ong khéc nhidu dén 46
kh6 ma nghe 16 duoc. “Ong &y goi cho bén tang
16. Ho mang ba di. Toi khong biét minh sé 1am gi
khi khéng cé ba ay.”

Ba Burkett bao, “Chong ba sé d6t chay toéc me
chau véi diéu thudc ctia dng mat, néu 6ng khong
d€y.”

Va hin r6i, chuyén d6 da téi. Toi c6 thé ngtri
thdy mui téc chdy, moét cai mui ¢ may tiém lam
dep. Me qua lich sy d€'1én tiéng, nhung me ciling
da khién 6ng phai buéng me ra, roi me rut diéu
thu8c khéi tay dng, tha né xudng san va giam lén.
Toi thdy d6 la mot hanh déng hoi bi gém, xa rac
ra noi cong cong, nhung t6i khéng néi gi hét. Toi
hiéu gio dang la mét tinh canh dac biét.

Téi ciing biét néu minh noéi thém bat ¢ cau
gi voi ba Burkett nita thi cling sé khién 6ng ay
hét hon. Ca me cling vay. Ngay ca mét diza tré
cling hidu duoc nhitng phép tac co ban néu chu
3Nguyén vin “she probably had a soak”, ¥ néi ba 4y bi dét quy,

nhung nhan vit ndi khi dang khoc nén nghe khong rd.
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ta khong phai mot ké 6c ba dau. Ban ndi lam on
a, ban noi cam on a, ban khéng vung vay chim
nho ctia minh & noi ¢dng cdng, khong vira nhai
chop chép vira mé mdém, va ban khéng ndi
chuyén v6i nhitng nguoi da chét khi ho dimg
bén canh nhitng nguoi dang song vira méi khoc
thuong ho. Ty bién hd mot chut, t6i chi mudn ndi
14, khi méi nhin thdy ba, t6i khong nghi la ba da
chét. Sau nay tdi o thé phan biét t6t hon, nhung
khi &y t6i van con dang hoc héi. Téi c6 thé nhin
xuyén qua chiéc vay ngu cua ba, chit khong phai
la nhin xuyén qua ba. Nguoi chét nhin giong y
nhw nguoi song, ngoai trir viéc ho sé luén méac bd
dd vao khoanh khéc ho qua doi.

Cung ltc d6, 6ng Burkett ké lai toan bd cau
chuyén. Ong k& véi me t6i la dng da ngdi xudng
san nha ra sao, bén canh chiéc di vdng, va cam tay
vo cho dén khi 6ng bac si t6i, va lai cam tay ba
cho dén khi nguoi lo liéu dam ma dén nha d€ dwa
ba di. Chinh xac thi dng dy ndi la, “Chuyén ba di
lo hdu su”, nhung t6i khong hiéu th€ c6 nghia la
gl cho dén khi me giai thich lai cho toi biét. Ban
dau t6i twdng 6ng ndi gi d6 lién quan tdi lam dep,
6 1€ vi cai mui bdc 1én khi ong lam chdy téc me.
Tiéng thut thit da nhé dan, nhung gio lai 0a 1én
[an nita. “Nhitng chiéc nhn ctia ba &y déu bién
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mat”, dng noi trong nudc mat. “Ca nhan cudi 13n
nhan dinh hén, véi vién kim cuong to. Toi da tim
& cai ban ngu dau giwong bén phia ba iy nam,
noi ma ba van dung dé cat nhan khi thoa céi kem
xuong khdp ¢ mui kinh khung 1én tay —”

“Mui kinh that”, ba Burkett thira nhan. “Lanolin
co ban la mui cta li ctru, nhung hittu ich thuece si.”

Toi gat dau dé€ thé hién la minh hiéu, nhung
khong noi gi ca.

“—va tim ¢ bon rira mat nira, vi d6i khi ba ay
cling d& nhan & d6... Téi da tim khdp noi.”

“M4y cai nhan sé lai ty hién ra th6i”, me toi
an ui, va gio khi toc me da dwoc an toan, me lai
6m ong Burkett bang hai tay. “Sé ty hién ra &y
ma, Marty, dirng c6 lo.”

“T61 nhé ba dy qud! Toi da nho ba dy luén roi!”

Ba Burkett phdy tay treéc mat minh. “Ba ca
la sau tuan nita ong ay sé ru Dolores Magowan
di an trua.”

Ong Burkett khéc bt lu bt loa, va me t6i tiép
tuc cong viéc an ai, nhu cach me van lam mdi khi
toi bi tray dau gbi hay khi téi cd pha tra cho me
ma lam d6 nudc nong vao tay. Noi cach khac, rat
1a bn ao, thé nén tdi chop 14y co hdi nhung van
gitt giong minh that la nho.
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SAU NAY

“Nhin cta ba & dau, ba Burkett? Ba cé
biét khong?”

Ho phai néi sy that cho t6i mot khi ho da chét.
To6i khong biét diéu &y hoi sau tudi; téi cir cho
r?ang moi nguoi treong thanh déu noi that thoi,
du la nguoi sdng hay nguoi chét. Di nhién hoi ay
t6i ciing tin rang Goldilocks 1a mot cd gai c6 that.
Ctt bao t6i 1a d6 ngdc néu ban thich. It nhat toi
cting khong tin ba chu gau thuee sy néi chuyén®.

“Ngin trén cliing ctia ta dé d6”, ba néi. O
trong cling, dang sau may quyén album anh.”

“Sao lai 0 d6?”, toi hoi, va me nhin t6i day
nghi van. Trong pham vi nhin dwgc cua me, toi
dang noi chuyén véi cai 16i vao can ho khong
mot bong ngwoi... méc du khi &y me ciing da
biét 61 khong thuc sy gidng nhitng dia nhéc
khac. Sau mot chuyén xay ra & Cong vién Trung
tam, khong phai chuyén gi vui (t6i sé ké sau),
toi da nghe lom duwoc me noi chuyén dién thoai
véi mot nguoi ban la bién tap vién, va me néi
rang t6i “nhu trén may”®. Cai tir 4y khién toi hdt
hoang, vi t6i twong me dinh doi tén t6i thanh
“Fay”, ma d6 la tén cua con gai.

* Goldilocks va ba chi gdu (Goldilocks and the three bears) la
mét cdu chuyén thiéu nhi.

STir gbe tac gia dung la “fey”, y chi nhimg ngudi khéng binh
thudng, nhu thé sinh vat tir mét thé gioi khac.
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“Ba chang hiéu sao nita”, ba Burkett ndi. “Liic
do ba nghi minh bi dot quy. Moi suy nghi ctia ba
han da bi chim trong méau.”

Suy nghi chim trong mdu. Toi khéng bao gio
quén hinh anh dé.

Me héi 6ng Burkett rang 6ng c6 mudn ghé can
h6 cta chung t6i d€ udng tra khong (“hodc mot
thiz gi d6 manh hon”), nhung 6ng ndéi khong, 6ng
sé di im may chiéc nhan mat tich ctia vo minh lan
nita. Me hodi 6ng ¢c6 mudn me con t6i mang cho
ong mot chut d6 an dat tir tiém Trung Qudc khong
- d6 von la bira t6i ctia hai me con theo duv dinh ctia
me, va ong ndi néu vay thi that tot, cam on Tia.

Me t6i dap 6n ca On ca (me dung tix nay cling
nhiéu nhuw @ &t &t va duge dugc duoc), sau d6 noi
chung t6i sé mang chut d6 an sang can hd ctia dng
vao khoang sau gio, trit khi dng mudn dn cung
hai me con & can hé cua chung t6i, chung toi rat
mong dng dén. Ong tir chdi, dng bao 6ng mudn
an tai nha cua ong, nhung cing mudn chang téi
sang an cung 6ng. Thuc ra 6ng ndi la “nha caa
bon t6i”, nhu thé ba Burkett van con s6ng. Nhung
ba khong con nita, du rang ba dang & day.

“Dén luc d6 1a dng tim ra nhan cua ba Ay rdi”,

me noi. Me cam tay tdi. “Di nao, Jamie. Chung ta
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sé gap Ong Burkett sau, con bay gio thi ta dé 6ng
¢ mét minh da.”

Ba Burkett 1én tiéng, “Ga tay khong cé mau
xanh la dau, Jamie, va cai thit &y du sao ciing
trong khong gidng ga tay. N6 giong nhu mot
cuc u véi may ngoén tay tho ra &y. Chau dung la
khéng phai Rembrandt®.”

Nguoi chét phai néi su that, cling t6t thoi néu
ban mudn biét dap an cia mét cau hdi, nhung toi
ndi roi ddy, su that c6 thé kha la tém. Toi bit dau
cau ba, nhung ding Itc d6 ba lai bat dau khéc va
toi khong thé cau duoc nita. Ba quay sang phia
6ng Burkett va néi, “Gio thi ai s& nhic 6ng dimng
quén xo thét lung qua cai dia quan phia sau day?
Dolores Magowan ha? Téi nén cuoi va hon tén
ngdc nay thoi.” Ba hon 1én ma 6ng... hodc la hon
v€ phia ma 6ng, t6i khong that su ndi rd6 duoc.
“Tdi yéu dng, Marty. Van yéu.”

Ong Burkett gio tay Ién gai nhe vao chd ma
modi ba cham vao, nhw thé 6ng bj ngira. Toi cho

rang do6 chinh la cam giac ctia 6ng.

¢ Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn (1606-1669) thuong dugc
biét t&i véi tén Rembrandt, 14 mét hoa si nbi tiéng ngudi Ha Lan.
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ang, t6i nhin thdy nguoi chét. Tt hoi

biét ghi nhd t6i da ludén nhin thdy

nguoi chét. Nhung khong giong nhuw
bo phim d6 ctia Bruce Willis’. Viéc nay c6 thé tha
vi, doi khi c6 thé dang s (nguoi dan 6ng & Cong
vién Trung tam), hodc c6 thé rat phién phic,
nhung vé co ban thi chuyén ciz thé’xay ra thoi.
Ciing giéng nhu viéc thuan tay trai, hodc 1a c6
thé choi nhac ¢d dién khi ban mdi ba tudi, hoac
la bi Alzheimer som, nhu diéu da xay ra vdi bac
Harry khi bac méi chi b6n muroi hai tudi. Khi 1én
sau, toi thdy con sd bon muwoi hai ¢ vé gia ca,
nhung k€ ca khi &y t6i ciing hiéu rang, bac van
m&xth Sence (Giac quan thir sau) (1999), trong

phim, Bruce Willis vao vai bac si tdm 1y Malcolm Crowe chira
bénh cho cau bé Cole Sear, ngudi théy duoc hén ma.
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con qua tré d€ khong biét minh la ai. Hodc khong
biét nhitng mén do ¢ tén la gi. Vi mot vai ly do,
d¢6 ludn 1a thir khién t6i s¢ nhat khi ching t6i t6i
tham bac Harry. Nhitng suy nghi cua bac khéng
chim trong mdau vi mach nao bj v, nhung ching
van chim, ciing giéng vay thdi.

Me va tdi di ti€ép téi can 3C, me md cira dé
chung t6i vao nha. Mat kha nhiéu thoi gian, vi
6 ba cai khoa. Me ndi d6 la cai gia phai tra dé
duogc s6ng sang xin. Chung t6i c6 mot cdn ho sau
phong vd&i view trong ra dai 15. Me t6i goi no la
Cung dién Dai 19 Park. C6 mot nguoi phu nix dén
don nha hai Ian mét tudn. Me c6 mét chiéc Range
Rover 0 nha dé xe Dai 16 Hai, va thinh thoang
chang to6i toi chd & cha bac Harry, tai Speonk.
Nho ¢ Regis Thomas va mét vai cay viét khac
(nhung cha yéu la Regis gia tot tinh), chang t6i
c6 thé s6ng doi thuong luu. Diéu d6 khong kéo
dai mai, that 1a moét tién trién dang budn ma toi sé
s&m noi téi. Khi nhin lai, d6i khi t6i nghi rang doi
minh giong mét cudn tiéu thuyét caa Dickens,
chi toan nhiing cau chui theé.

Me quang vi va cai tii dung ban thao lén x6
pha réi ng6i xudng. X6 pha kéu 1én mot am thanh
nhu tiéng xi hoi, ldc nao cing khién ching toi
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budn cuoi, nhung ngay hom d6 thi khong. “Cai
dét”, me noi, roi gio tay 1én ra dau stop. “Con—"
”Con khong nghe thay, khong hé nha”, ti noi.
“Ngoan. Me can phai deo vong c6 sdc dién
hay cai gi d6 rung 1én mbi khi me chtri bay & gan
con. Mot kiéu nhac nhd.” Me tré moi dudi ra va
théi cho toéc mai bay lén. “Me con hai trdm trang
viét mdi nhéat ctia Regis phai doc—"
“Ban thao [an nay tén gi me?”, t6i hoi, biét rang
cai tit sé c6 cum tir cria Roanoke. Ludn ludn thé.
“Bong ma trinh nit cua Roanoke®”, me dap.
“Mot tac phdm 6n ap hon trung binh ctia 6ng ta,
c6 nhiéu man se... nhiéu man hén va 6m.”

Toi chun chun miii.

“Xin 16i, nhéc, nhung cac tiéu thu thich mdy
man tim dap thinh thich va médy cap dui néng
bong.” Me nhin vao ci tai dung ban thao Béng
ma trinh ni¢ cia Roanoke, dwoc gitr chac bang sau
hay tam cai chun nhu thuong 1€, va Itc nao cling
c6 mét céi chun bi ditt, khién me bat ra may loi
chtri thé kinh dién nhat ctia minh. Té6i hién van
con dung nhiéu cau trong s6 dé. “Bay gio thi me

ching mudn lam gi ngoai uéng mét ly rugu. Co
8 Nguyén van: Ghost maiden of Roanoke.
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16 1a ca chai reou. Mona Burkett 1a mot ndi phién
phtic vi dai, c6 1é dng &y con s6ng 6n hon khi
khong ¢é ba, nhung ngay luc nay thi 6ng dy rat
budn. Me cau Chaa la 6ng con ho hang, vi me
khoéng mé gi cai y tudéng phai tré thanh truong
ban 1€ tang.”

“Ba 8y cling yéu 6ng dy ma”, toi ndi.

Me nhin t6i kinh ngac. ”Ay? Con nghi vay?”

“Con biét ma. Ba &y ché ga tay cua con, nhung
roi ba khoc va hon 1én ma 6ng.”

“Con tudng tugng ra day, James”, me bao,
nhung khong may that tdm. Khi dé6 me da biét
khé nhiby, t6i chac chéan la me biét, nhung nguoi
treong thanh gap kho khén vdi viéc tin tudng, va
t6i sé noi cho ban ly do. Khi ho con bé va phat hién
ra 6ng gia Noel khong c6 that, Goldilocks khong
phai la mot co bé that sy ton tai, r6i Tho Phuc sinh
chi la mOt mé nham nhi - chi néu tam ba vi duy,
chw t6i con ké dugc thém - thi trong long ho sinh
ra phttc cam, thé'la ho khong con tin vao thir gi ma
ho khéng thé ty minh mat thay tai nghe.

“Khong, khong phai teong twong dau. Ba ay
nodi con sé khdng bao gio tréd thanh Rembrandt.
Do l1a ai vay?”

“Mot hoa si”, me dap, roi lai thoi bay toc mai.
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Toi khong biét tai sao me khong cat ludn téc di
hodc budc theo mot kiéu khac. Me ¢6 thé lam vay,
vi me thye su dep.

“Khi chung ta tré lai d6 an com, con liéu
ding c6 nodi gi voi 6ng Burkett vé cai thir ma con
nghi la con da thay.”

“Khéng dau a”, téi ndi. “Nhung ba ay ndi
dung. Ga tay cua con kinh that.” Téi thdy budn
vu nay 1adm.

T6i nghi la cam xuc da 16 ra, vi me t6i dang
rong hai tay. “Lai day nao, nhéc.”

Toi budc lai va 6m me.

“Ga cua con rat 1a xinh nhé. Chu ga tay dep
nhat me tirng thay. Me sé dan tranh 1én tu lanh va
nd sé & d6 mai mai.”

Toi dm chdt hét mic o thé va vui mat vao
hom vai me d€ ngtri mui nudc hoa. “Con yéu me,
me 0i.”

“Me cling yéu con, Jamie, mot triéu lan yéu.
Gio thi ng6i choi hay xem ti vi di. Me phai goi vai
cudc truede khi ddt mdy mon Trung Qudce.”

“Vang a.” Toi di dén phong minh, r6i ding
lai. “Ba Ay cat nhan 6 ngén trén cling ctia ta dé d9,
dang sau m4y cudn album.”
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Me chiam cham nhin tdi, h4 cA miéng ra. “Sao
ba 4y lai lam thé?”

“Con hoi ba roi va ba dy bao khong biét. Ba
ndi la, dén lic &y thi cac suy nghi ctia ba da chim
trong mau.”

“Oi Chtia t6i”, me tham thi, dit tay 1én cé.

“Me nén nghi ra cach d€ noéi véi 6ng ay khi
ching ta an d6 Trung Qudc. D€ 6ng dy khai lo
ldng vé chuyén dé. Con c6 thé goi mén ga Tudng
Ta khong a?”

“Dugc”, me dap. “Va gao lit, khong an
gao tring.”

“Pugc dugc dwgc”, t6i ndi, roi chay di choi
Lego. T6i dang lap mot con robot.

- 28 -



an ho nha Burkett nho hon can ctia me
con tdi, nhung rat dé chiu. Sau bita
01, trong khi ching t6i &n mén banh
quy may man (to gidy cta t6i ghi Mgt soi long
vil trong tay con tot hon mot con chim bay trén troi,
chéng c6 y nghia gi ca), me 1én tiéng, “Marty,
ong da kiém tra ti ¢6 chwa? D€ tim nhan caia ba
ay, y toi la thé?”
“Tai sao ba 4y lai d€ nhan trong ta d6?” Mot
cau hai cling hop ly.
“A thi, néu ba 4y bi dt quy,, cd 1& ba sé khong
suy nghi théng sudt 1dm.”
Chung téi dang ngdi an 6 chiéc ban tron
nhé trong gbéc bép. Ba Burkett ngdi trén mot
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chiéc ghé cao chb quiy bép va gat dau kich liét
khi me noi vay.

“C6 1é toi sé kiém tra xem sao”, 6ng Burkett
ndi. Gigng 6ng kha mo hé. “Bay gio toi qua mét
va buon.”

“Ong di kiém tra céi ti & phong ngt1 khi sén
sang”, me ndi. “Con toi sé kiém tra cai tt & gan
ctra ra vao bay gio ludén. Vuon tay vuon chan mét
ti sé co lgi cho t0i, sau khi an moén thit lon xao
chua ngot.”

Ba Burkett ndi, “C6 &y tu nghi ra hét ddy a?
Ba khéng nghi c¢6 dy thdng minh thé.” Tiéng ctua
ba da bit dau khé nghe roi. Sau mot thoi gian, toi
sé khong thé nghe thdy ba &y ndi nira, chi nhin
thdy miéng ba ctr ddng thoi, nhw thé ba ding sau
mot tdm ctra kinh rdt day vay. Va rat nhanh sau
dé, ba dy sé bién mat.

“Me chau rat thong minh”, t6i dap.

”Ta chua bao gio ndéi la ¢d dy khéng thong
minh”, 6ng Burkett bao, “nhung néu cd dy c6 thé
tim thdy mdy cai nhan & ti dé do chd ctra ra vao
thi 6ng sé dn cdi mi caa minh.”

Ngay ltc d6, me t6i hé lén “Bingo!”, va di
vao véi nhitng chiéc nhan trong long ban tay gio
vé phia treéc. Cai nhan cudi tréng ciing binh
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thuong, nhung chiéc nhan dinh hon thi to nhw
cAu mit ludn. M6t vién kim cuong dich thuec.

“Oi Chtia 0i!”, 6ng Burkett that1én. “Sao ma...?”

“T6i cau Thanh Anthony day”, me bao, nhung
liéc nhanh vé phia t6i, r6i me né mét nu cwoi.
““Tony, Tony, dén day nao! Toi can tim mdt moén
do6 di lac!” Thé rdi 6ng xem, that sy hiéu qua.”

Toi dinh hoi xem 6ng Burkett ¢6 mudn thém
chat mudi va tiéu vao cai mi khong, nhung thoi.
bay khong phai luc dé hai huwdc, va bén canh do,
nhu me t6i van ludn néi - khong ai thich mot ké
ra vé ta day biét tudt ca.
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am tang dién ra vao ba ngay sau. D6 1a

Ian dau tién t6i dw mét dam tang, thu

vi, nhung khong phai mét chuyén ma

ban c6 thé goi 1a vui. [t nhat thi me t6i khéng phai

dam duong nhiém vy tredng ban 18 tang. Ong

Burkett c6 mot ngudi em gai va mot nguoi em

trai lo liéu chuyén d6. Ho gia r6i, nhung khong

gia bang dng &y. Ong Burkett khoc sudt budi 18 va

nguoi em gai ¢ dura khan Kleenex cho 6ng mai.

Cai tui cam tay cua ba hinh nhu dung day giay.

Toi sé rat ngac nhién néu ba van con chd dé dung
bat ky thi gi khac.

T61 d6, me con t6i goi pizza tir tiém Domino.

Me udng ruou va t6i thi ¢6 Kool-Aid - mét phan

thuéng vi da ngoan ngoan ¢ 1& tang. Khi chiing
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t6i an téi miéng banh cudi cung, me hdi liéu t6i cé
nghi ba Burkett da c6 mat khong.

“Vang. Ba &y ngdi & chd bac thang dan 1én cai
noi ma muc sw va nhitng ban be ctia ba néi chuyén.”

“Buc doc kinh. Con c¢6 thé...” Me cam lén
miéng banh cudi cung, nhin ng, réi ddt xuéng va
nhin vao t6i. “Con c6 thé nhin xuyén qua ba dy a?”

“Y me 14 nhit m&y con ma trong phim?”

“Pung thé. Me nghi y me la vay.”

“Khéng dau. Ba &y ¢ d6 hoan toan, nhung
van mic vay ngu. Con ngac nhién khi thdy ba &y,
vi ba da chét ba ngay trudce roi. Ho thuong khéng
O lai l1au dén thé.”

“Ho sé bién mat a?” C6 vé nhu me dang c§
gang tiép nhan. Toi cé thé nhan ra me khong
mudn noi thém vé van dé nay, nhung that vui vi
me van c8 géng. That nhe long.

“Vang.”

“Ba &y lam gi vay, Jamie?”

“Chi ngo6i d6 thoi a. Ba nhin vé quan tai cia
minh mot hay hai lan, nhung chi yéu chi nhin
ong ay.”

“Nhin 6ng Burkett. Marty.”
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“Pung thé. Ba &y co noéi gi d6, nhung con
khéng nghe dugc. Mot thoi gian ngan sau khi
nguoi ta chét, giong ndi cua ho nho dan di, nhu
la van nho tiéng nhac trén radio cta xe 0 t6 vay.
Sau mot thoi gian thi me sé khong thé nghe thay
tiéng cua ho nira.”

”Va sau do6 thi ho di méat.”

“Vang”, t6i dap. C6 mdt cuc gi nghen & ¢d
hong, th€ 1a t6i uéng ndt phan Kool-Aid con lai
dé€ no tréi di. “Di mat.”

“Giup me don dep di”, me bao. “Réi ching
ta ¢ thé xem mét tdp Torchwood, néu con thich.”

“Dugc a, tuyét!” Theo nhin nhan cua t6i thi
Torchwood khong qua tuyét, nhung c6 thé thic
thém mot tiéng dong ho sau gio di nga thuong 1€
thi qua xa tuyét.

“Puoc roi. Chi can con hiéu la ching ta sé
khong bién viéc nay thanh théng 1é. Nhung
tredc hét me phai néi v6i con mét chuyén, rat
nghiém trong ddy, nén me mudn con chu y. Hét
stec chu y.”

”Véng a.”

Me quy mot bén dau gdi xudng, dé€ guong
mat hai chiing t6i gan nhu ngang bang nhau,
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va me gitt 14y hai vai t6i, nhe nhang nhung chic
chén. “Pirng bao gio néi véi ai vé viéc con nhin
thay nguoi chét, James nhé. Khong bao gio.”

“Pang nao moi ngudi ciing khong tin con
dau. Me cling chua timg tin.”

“Me da tin phin nao”, me ndi. “Ttr cdi hom &
Cong vién Trung tam. Con con nhd khong?” Me
thdi bay téc mai. “Di nhién la con nhé r6i. Sao ma
6 thé quén dugc?”

“Con nhd.” Toi chi wdc minh khong nhdé gi.

Me van quy goi, nhin vao mét toi. “Chuyén la
thé nay. Moi nguoi khong tin con la mét chuyén
tot. Nhung vao mot ngay nao do, sé co ai dé tin.
Va diéu &y c6 thé dan téi nhitng 10i ban tén khong
hay ho, hodc khién con gdp nguy hiém that su.”

“Tai sao lai vay a?”

“Vi nguoi xua van bao, ké nao chét rdi thi
khong tiét 10 gi dugc nita, Jamie a. Nhung ho 6
thé’noi chuyén véi con, phai khong nao? Nhing
nguoi chét, phu nir va dan 6ng. Con noéi la ho phai
tra 1oi cau hoi, dua ra cau tra 1oi chan that. Ce nhw
thé viéc chét di la mot liéu natri thiopental vay.”

Toi khong hiéu thit &y 1a gi va me han da doc
dugc suy nghi trén mét toi, vi me bao téi khong
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can dé€'y téi chuyén do6, nhung hdy nhé nhitng gi
ma ba Burkett da néi cho t6i khi t6i hoi ba vé may
c4i nhan.

“Co viéc gi a?”, t6i hoi. Toi thich gan gii voi
me, nhung ti khong thich me nhin t6i mét cach
cing thdng nhw vay.

“Nhiing chiéc nhadn &y rat gid tri, dic biét
1a c4i nhan dinh hén. Nguoi ta chét di cung véi
nhitng bi mat, Jamie, va luén luén cé nhiing
nguoi mudn biét dugce cac bi mat dé. Me khong
c6 y doa con, nhung d6i khi, s¢ hai 1a bai hoc duy
nhét c6 hiéu qua.”

Gibng nhu nguoi dan 6ng ¢ Coéng vién Trung
tam la bai hoc vé viéc phai can than khi tham gia
giao thong va phai luén d6i mii bao hiém khi dap
xe, t6i nghi trong dau... nhung khong noi ra.

“Con sé khéng k€ 1€ gi”, t6i noi.

“Khdng bao gio ké. Trir khi 1a ké cho me. Néu
con can.”

IIVéng a.ll

“Puwgc roi. Chung ta hi€u nhau réi ddy.”

Me dung day va chung t6i di vao phong
khéch, xem ti vi. Khi tap phim két thuc, t5i di danh
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rang, di te va rira tay. Me kéo t6i vao giuong, hon
t6i va néi dieu me van ludn ludn néi: “Mo dep
nhé, ngu yén nao.”

Gan nhu dém nao cling vay, d6 la lan cudi
toi nhin thdy me cho ti sang hom sau. Toi sé
nghe théy tiéng leng keng cua chiéc ly thay tinh
khi me rét cho minh ly riequ vang thtt hai (hodc
thit ba), sau d6 tiéng nhac jazz dugc van nho di
hén khi me bat dau doc thém vai trang ban thao.
Nhung t6i doan cac ba me hén la c¢6 nhiéu hon
nguoi binh thuong mot giac quan, boi tdi do,
me quay lai phong va ng6i 1én givdng caa toi.
Hodc c6 1€ chi la me nghe thay tiéng toi khdc, du
toi da c§ hét strc d€ nén am thanh xudng. Boi vi,
nhu me van ludn ludn dan, sé t8t hon néu gép
phén tao dung giai phép, thay vi gép phan gay
nén van dé.

“Con sao thé, Jamie?”, me hoi, vudt téc toi
ngugc ra sau. “Con dang nghi vé 18 tang a? Hay
la viéc ba Burkett xuat hién & d6?”

“Chuyén gi sé xay ra vdi con néu nhu me
chét, me 0i? Liéu con ¢ phai dén sdng & cd nhi
vién khong?” Vi rd nhu ban ngay la t6i sé khong
toi sGng voi bac Harry.
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“Duong nhién la khéng”, me bao, van vudt
vudt téc toi. “Pay la chuyén khong can ban tdi,
Jamie nhé, vi me con con 1du méi chét. Me méi ba
muoi ldm tudi, cd nghia la con hon nira doi nguoi
nita trudc mit me co.”

“L& me mac phai cai thit giong nhw bac Harry,
va cfing phai vao sdng & chd d6 véi bac thi sao?”
Nuwdc mat dang lan dai trén mat t6i. Pugc me xoa
tran nén t6i thdy 6n hon, nhung diéu ay lai khién
t6i mudn khéc nhiéu hon, chfang hiéu vi sao nira.
“Cho d6 c6 mii kinh 1dm. Cé muti nhw nudc tiéu!”

”Xac sudt diéu &y xay ra nho ti i ti, né nhéd
dén mikc, néu nhu con dit vién canh &y canh
mot con kién, thi con kién sé trong nhu Godzilla
nha”, me bao. Thé 1a tdi cudi va vui hon. Gid khi
da 16n, toi biét me hoic 1a d3 nodi ddi, hodc 1a bi
thong tin sai, nhung cai gen khién bac Harry méc
phai Alzheimer tir sém lai bi chéch khoi me, ta
on Chua.

“Me sé khong chét dau, con sé khong chét
dau, va me nghi nang luc khac thuong nay cua
con cfing sé phai nhat dan di khi con 16n hon. Thé
nén... moi syt On réi chr?”

“On r6i a.”
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“Khoéng roi nudc mat, Jamie. Chi can mo dep
nhé, va—"

“Ngu yén nao”, t6i két thuc.

“U tt 1", me hon 1én tran t6i va roi di. Me d€
clta hoi m& hé, me van ludn lam nhw vay.

T6i khong mudn ké véi me rang t6i khdng hé
khoc vi dam ma, va ciing khong vi ba Burkett,
boi ba ay khong dang s¢. Hau hét bon ho khong
dang so. Nhung ngudi dan 6ng di xe dap & Cong
vién Trung tam thi khién t6i s muén sén ra quan.
Ong dy méo mé, xeo xo.
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hung t6i khi &y dang & duong 86,

hudng téi khu Wave Hill & Bronx. Mot

guoi ban mau gido cua toi chudn bi to

chirc mot bira tiéc sinh nhat rat by ¢ day. ("Duang
1a chiéu hu bon tré”, me tdi bao thé)) Téi d€ mén
qua sé tang Lily ¢ trong long. Me con tdi lai qua
mot khiic quanh va thay mét nhém ngueoi dung bén
duong. Tai nan han chi vita méi xay ra. Mot ngudi
dan 6ng nam ra dat, nira ngudi trén via he lat gach
va ntra con lai dudi Ié duong, c6 mot chiéc xe dap bi
vin xodn bén canh ong ay. Ai d6 da phu mét chiéc
40 khoac 1én than trén ctia nguoi dan dng. O than
dudi, 6ng &y mdc quan dui dap xe mau den véi
nhitng soc dé & hai bén, deo d06 bao vé dau géi, con
doi giay thé thao cua 6ng dy thi dinh day mau. Mau
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cling dinh trén tat va hai chan ong &y nita. Ching
t0i c6 thé nghe thdy tiéng coi hu dang tién lai gan.

Dumg canh 6ng ta van chinh la 6ng 4y, mic
chiéc quan dui dap xe y hét va deo d6 bao vé dau
g6i teong tu. Mai téc bac trang ctia 6ng dinh mau.
Mit 6ng bi 10m vao ngay chinh gitta, t6i nghi d6 c6
18 12 chd bi dap xudng Ié duong. Miii ong &y trong
nhuw bi chia lam hai va miéng ong ay cling vay.

Nhitng chiéc xe 6 tO0 dung lai va me tdi bao,
“Nhim mit con lai di.” Me dang nhin ngwoi dan
éng nam trén dat, han nhién roi.

“Ong &y chét roi!” Toi bét dau khéc. “Nguoi
ay chét roi!”

Hai me con ding xe. Chuing tdi phai lam vay.
Vi nhiing chiéc xe khac chan trudc chiing t6i.

“Khéng, 6ng Ay khong chét.” Me néi. “Ong Ay
dang ngn, chi vay thdi. D6 1a chuyén ddi khi van
xay ra khi ai d6 bi va cham manh. Ong ay sé on
thdi. Gio thi con nhdm mat lai di.”

Toi khong lam theo. Nguoi dan ong bam dap
kia gio mot tay 1én vay vay toi. Ho biét toi nhin
thay ho. Ho ludn ludn biét.

“Mét dng &y bi chia lam hai!l”
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Me nhin lai [an nita cho chéc, thdy ngudi dan
ong duoc che kin xudng t6i tan eo, thé€ la me bao,
“Pting ty doa minh, Jamie. Chi can nhim—"

“Ong &y kia kia!” Toi chi. Ngon tay tdi run l1én.
Moi thir déu run 1én. “Ngay kia, ding canh chinh
ong ay!”

Doa me hoang roi. Toi c6 thé nhan ra khi thdy
miéng me cing lai. Me dat mot tay 1én chd bdm
coi. Dung tay con lai, me bam nat ha cta kinh va
bat dau khua tay véi may chiéc 6 t6 dang truedc
minh. “Di di!” me hét 1én. “Di chuyén di! Dirng cé
cham cham nhin ong &y nita, Chila oi, ddy c6 phdi la
phim déch dau!”

Ho di chuyén, chi trix chiéc xe ngay trudc me.
Ga trong xe nghiéng nguoi ra ngoai va lay dién
thoai ra chup anh. Me dan xe t6i va dung vao tam
chén buin & xe ga ta. Ga gio ngén giita vao mét me.
Me ngdi lai, ngodt sang lan duong bén canh dé di
1én. Toi wéc minh ciing ¢6 thé gio ngon gitra vao
mat ga ta, nhung t6i dang qua sg.

Me vira kip tranh mét chi€c xe canh sat hudng
t6i theo chiéu nguoc lai, roi 1ai xe dén dau kia cua
cong vién nhanh hét mic c6 thé. Me da gan téi noi
trong khi t6i g& day an toan ra. Me hét 1én bao ti
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khong dugc 1am thé, nhung t6i van lam, ha ctra
kinh bén chd minh, quy 1én ghé va nghiéng nguoi
hudng ra ngoai, non thdc thao xudng canh xe. Toi
khong thé€ nhin duoc. Khi ching t6i tdi khu phia
tay cia Cong vién Trung tim, me tdp xe lai va lay
tay ao lau mat t6i. Me ¢ 1é da mac lai chiéc do 4y,
nhung ké ca d6 ¢d la su that thi tdi cling khong
nhd nira.
“Trdi o, Jamie. Mit con trang béch.”

“Con khong chiu duoc”, t6i ndi. “Con chua
ting thdy ai nhu thé. Xuwong 10i ra tir cai mi-mii
cuia 6ng &y —” Toi lai ti€p tuc non, nhung xoay x&
dugc d€ chd bay hay co ban déu ban xudng duong
chit khéng rét xudng xe 6 t6. Thét ra cling khong
qua nhiéu.

Me xoa ¢ t6i, mac ké nguoi di qua (c6 1é chinh
la ga da gio ngdn gitra vao mat hai me con), khi
nguoi nay bam coi va vugt 1én truede xe chung toi.
“Con yéu, chi la tudong tugng thoi. Ong Ay dugc
che lai r6i ma.”

“Khdng phai cai ngurdi ndm trén dat, cai nguoi
diing canh 6ng &y co. Ong &y vdy tay véi con.”

Me nhin chim chim t6i that 1au, nhu thé me
dinh ndi gi d6, nhung roi me chi cai lai ddy an toan
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cho t6i. “Me nghi chung ta khong nén dén budi
tiéc nira. Con nghi sao?”

“Pugca”, t6i dap. “Di sao con ciing chiang thich
Lily. Ban &y cau con luc nghe cd gido k& chuyén.”

Chung t6i vé nha. Me héi liéu tdi c6 thé€ udng
duoc mét tach ca cao khong va t6i bao la toi co
thé€. Chiing tdi cung nhau udng ca cao trong phong
khach. T6i van gitt mén qua caa Lily. D6 1a mot
con bup bé nho méc d6 thay thu. Khi toi tang nd
cho Lily vao tuan sau d6, thi thay vi cdu t6i, ban ay
hon t6i mot cdi vao miéng. Toi bi moi nguoi tréu va
t6i chang hé thdy phién t nao.

Trong luc chiang t6i dang udng ca cao (c6 16 me
da thém gi d6 nang hon vao cc ciia me), me ndi,
“Hb6i mang thai, me da tu hita la sé khong bao gio
néi dbi con cai, nén con nghe nhé. U, ding vay,
nguoi dan Ong kia c6 1& da chét.” Me ding lai.
“Khéng, la 6ng &y chét rdi. Me nghi ngay ca mot
chiéc mii bao hiém ciing khong thé ciru dwoc 6ng
ay, ma me ciing khong nhin thay cai mii nao.”

Khong, 6ng dy khong d6i mi bao hiém. Boi
néu 6ng ay c6 doi mii khi bi va cham (6ng dy bi
mot chiéc taxi dung phai, sau nay ching t6i da
biét), thi 6ng 4y da d6i né khi dimg bén canh thi
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thé ctia minh. Ho ludn ludn mic trén nguoi dung

nhitng gi ho méc khi chét.

“Nhung con chi tedng tuong ra viéc nhin thiy
mat 6ng dy thoi, con yéu. Con khong thé nhin thay
duoc. Ai d6 da 1dy 4o khoac phu 1én 6ng dy. Mot
ai do tot bung.”

“Ong &y mic 4o phong c6 hinh hai diang”, tbi
ndi. Roi tdi nghi tdi mot diéu khac. N6 chi khién
tinh hinh kha hon mét chat xiu, nhung sau khi mot
chuyén nhu vay xay ra, t6i dodn ban sé tran trong
moi thit. “It nhat thi 6ng dy ciing kha gia roi.”

“Sao con lai ndi th€?” Me nhin t6i mét cach ky
quéc. Khi nhd lai, t6i nghi d6 1a ltic me bat d4u tin,
it nhat 1a tin mot chut.

“Téc dng &y bac trang. Chi trit phan bi dinh
mau thoi, vay d6.”

Toi lai bat dau khéc. Me 6m t6i va dung dua
tdi qua lai, va t6i chim dan vao giac ngu khi me
lam thé. D€ t6i ndi véi ban chuyén nay, khong gi
sanh dugc vdi viéc c6 me o bén khi ban nghi tdi
nhitng chuyén kinh khung.

Nha chung t6i dat bao Times. Me thuong ngoi
doc bao & ban trong chiéc 4o choang tam, trong khi
hai me con cung an sang, nhung vao cai ngay sau
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st vu ngueoi dan 6ng ¢ Cong vién Trung tam, me
lai doc mét trong may tap ban thao cia minh. An
sang xong, me bao t6i mdc quan 4o vao va ching
t0i c6 th€ di mot chuyén du thuyén Circle Line, thé
thi d6 han phai 1a thé Bay. Toi tinh ra d6 1a cudi
tuan dau tién sau vu nguroi dan 6ng bi chét & Cong
vién Trung tam. Suy nghi ay khién moi chuyén
duoc tai hién day chan thuc.

Toi lam theo 10i me, nhung trudce tién, toi di
vao phong ngl ctia me, trong khi me tam. Td béo
duoc dit trén givong, mo ra dung trang dua tin vé
nhitng nguoi chét - nhitng nguoi du ndi tiéng d€
1én to Times. Bitc anh chup nguoi dan 6ng & Cong
vién Trung tam clng & day. Tén 6ng &y la Robert
Harrison. Khi bon tudi, téi da cé kha ndng doc nhu
mot hoc sinh cap ba, me t6i rat ty hao vé chuyén
do, va chéng c6 tir kho nao trong tit bao ca, t6i c6
thé doc duoc: CEO CUA TO CHUC HAI DANG
CHET VI TAINAN GIAO THONG.

Sau chuyén &y, t6i con nhin thdy mot vai nguoi
chét nita. C6 ciu néi rang, dang sdng nghia la dang
chét - cdu noéi nay chan thuc hon nhitng gi moi
nguoi thuong nghi - va d6i khi toi ciing ké chuyén
nay chuyén kia cho me, nhung t6i co ban khong
lam vay, vi t6i biét viéc d6 khién me khoé chiu. Phai
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dén khi ba Burkett qua doi va me tim thdy nhiing
chiéc nhan ctia ba &y trong ta d€ d6 thi chiing tbi
mdi thye s tro chuyén lai vé van dé nay.

Vao tdi d6, sau khi me roi khoi phong toi, téi
nghi minh sé khong thé ngu dwoc, va néu ngu,
toi sé mo vé nguoi dan 6ng & Cong vién Trung
tam voi guwong mat bi xé todc va xuwong 10i ra tir
miii, hodc mo thdy me nam trong quan tai, nhung
cung luc d6 me ciing ngdi trén nhitng bac thang
dan Ién buc doc kinh - chi t6i méi c6 thé nhin thay
me ¢ noi dy. Nhung trong pham vi tri nh¢ cta
minh, t6i khong hé mo vé diéu gi ca. Sang hom
sau, toi thirc day sang khodi, me t6i ciing phan
chan, va chung t6i dua gion nhu chang toi van
thi thoang lam vay, roi me dan ga tay cua toi 1én
tu lanh va hon 1én né mot tiéng that kéuy, thé'la t6i
cwdi khiic khich, me dét toi téi treong, va cd Tate
ké cho chung tdi nghe vé khang long, va cudc
sOng ctr thé tiép dién trong hai ndm téi theo tidu
chuén tt dep thong thwong. Chuyén cit thé, cho
dén khi moi thit d6 sup tan tanh.
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toi da nghe thdy me ndi chuyén dién

thoai vdi c6 Anne Staley, mot nguoi ban
lam bién tap vién, vé bac Harry. Me noi, “Nao
anh 4y von da mém odt tir trede khi bi bénh. Gio
thi t& nhéan ra roi.”

Khi sau tudi, toi chang hiéu gi ddu. Nhung
dén ltc @6 thi t6i sap stra 1én chin tudi, nén toi
hiéy, it nhat la hiéu mét phan. Me dang ké vé
doéng bong bong ma anh trai me da roi vao - kéo
theo ca me - ngay tir tredc khi nhitng triéu chimg
khoi phat sém ciia bénh Alzheimer 18y dinéo cua
bac, nhu mét tén trdm an trong man dém.

T6i d6ng y vdi me, di nhién roi; ngudi la me
cua t6i ma, va hai me con t6i chong lai thé gidi,
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biét doi hai nguoi. Toi ghét bac Harry vi bac
khién chung t6i bi mic ket. Phai dén sau nay,
khi t6i muoi hai hay tham chi muoi bon tudi, t6i
méi nhan ra me tdi cling c6 mot phan 16i [Am. Me
dang 18 c6 thé thoat ra khi van con thoi gian, c6 18
thé, nhung me lai khong lam vay. Giéng nhu bac
Harry, nguoi da lap nén Van phong Dai dién Tac
gia Conklin, me biét rat nhiéu vé sich vo nhung
khong biét @t nhiéu vé tién bac.

Me tham chi da nhan duogc hai canh bao. Mot
canh bao dén tir ban me, Liz Dutton. Liz 1a mot
tham tir caa S& Canh sat New York, dong thoi la
fan bu cua loat truyén Roanoke do Regis Thomas
sang tac. Me gip cd ay & budi tiéc ra mat cho mot
trong nhitng cudn sach do, va ho lién két than.
Hoa ra diéu d6 khong phai viéc t6t lanh gi. Toi sé
k€ ki hon, nhung bay gio toi chi mudn ndi rang,
Liz da bao voi me toi mot tin, &y la Quy Mackenzie
qua tdt dep d€ co thé la sy thuc. Diéu nay c6 1€
dién ra vao khoang thoi gian ba Burkett qua doi,
t6i khong chic, nhung tdi biét sy viéc dién ra truedc
mua thu ndm 2008 - khi nén kinh t€ sup d6. Bao
gom ca phan kinh t& ctia hai me con toi.

Bac Harry tirng choi quan vot & mét cau lac

b0 cao cap gan Cau tau 90, noi cap bén ctia nhiéu
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tau 16n. Mot nguwoi ban tirng choi bong véi bac
la nha san xudt caa Broadway, nguoi nay ké cho
bac vé Quy Mackenzie. Nguoi ban néi d6 la to
gidy thong hanh d¢€ hdi ra tién, va bac Harry tin
rang ban minh nghiém ttic. Sao lai khéng co chiz?
Nguoi ban nay da tao ra ca ti vé nhac kich duogc
dién & Broadway sult ca ti ndm rdi, ma con dién
khép ca nudc nita chit, va tién ban quyén ctr thé
ma d6 vé thoi. (Toi biét 1o tién ban quyén la gi
nha - t6i la con cia mét dai dién tac gia ma.)

Bac Harry tién hanh tim hi€u, ndi chuyén véi
mot tay to lam viéc & quy (nhung khong phai ndi
chuyén vdi chinh James Mackenzie, vi bac Harry
chi la phéan rat nho ctia mot hé thdng 16n), va nép
vao quy mot khoan ra tro. Khoan 1ai nhéan dwoc
ngon nghé dén do bac lai don thém tién vao day.
Va thém nita. Khi bac mic Alzheimer - tinh hinh
cua bac té di rat nhanh - me t6i ding ra lo liéu
moi khoan tién nong, va khong nhitng méc ket
v6i Quy Mackenzie, chinh me con gui thém tién
vao quy.

Monty Grisham, nguoi luat su trg giup me vé
cac kiéu hop dong hdi dy, khong nhiing khuyén
me dung gui thém tién, ma con khuyén me nén
rut tién ra khi viéc sinh 10i dang kha quan. D6
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chinh la 161 canh bao thi hai me nhan dwoc, xuat
hién khong lau sau khi me tiép quan van phong
Conklin. Ong &y ciing ndi rang, néu tinh hinh
qua tot dep d€ c6 thé la sy thue, thi chac han dé
la nhan dinh chinh xac.

To6i dang ké cho ban tat ca nhitng gi t6i phat
hién dugc, ting chat, ting ti - nhe 1a cudc dién
thoai ma t6i 1én nghe thdy giita me va c6 ban bién
tap vién. Toi chic 1a ban hiéu, va tdi chic 1a ban
ciing khong can t6i phai néi thém Quy Mackenzie
thuc chat la mét hé thong Ponzi d6 s§. Cach van
hanh cua n6 1a, Mackenzie va be lii trdm cudp vui
vé ctia hin ta ti€ép nhan hang triéu triéu do la, chi
tra nhitng khoan loi nhuan 16n trong khi cit xén
gan nhu sach bach tién dau tu. Bon chung duy tri
hé théng bang cach 16i kéo thém cac nha dau tu
m&i, khen ngoi tirng ngudi rdng anh ta hay c6 ta
la nhitng ca nhan dac biét vd cung, boi chi rat it
nguoi dugc chon mdi dugc phép tham gia quy.
SO it nguoi duoc chon, hoa ra, lai 1én téi hang
nghin nguoi, tir nhitng nha san xuat & Broadway
toi nhitng gda phu giau c6 - va da hét giau c6 chi
sau mot dém, gan nhu vay.

M6t &m muu nhu thé can phai dya vao
nhitng nha dau tu hai long véi khoan 1ai minh
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nhan dugc, va ho khong nhitng khong rut khoan
dau tw ban dau vé, ma con gui thém tién vao nita.
Moi su xudi chéo mat mai dwgc mot thoi gian,
nhung khi nén kinh t€ d6 sup vao nam 2008, gan
nhu tat cd moi ngwoi tham gia quy déu mudn rat
tién vé, va tién thi dau con & quy nira. Mackenzie
van chua sanh dugc véi Madoff, dng hoang ctia
hé thdng Ponzi, nhung hin ta cling da khé suyt
soat Bern gia®. Sau khi tiép nhan hon hai muoi ti
dd la, tat ca nhitng gi hin ta d€ lai trong cac tai
khoan ctia Mackenzie chi 1a mwoi 13m tridéu. Hin
ta phai ng6i tu, cling thoa long du luan, nhung
me thinh thoang van bao, “Ngii cdc tho thi khéng
an dugc va tra thu ciing khong giup ta thanh toan
hoa don dién nuwéc.”

“Chung ta dn ca, hai me con minh 6n ca”, me
néi véi toi nhu thé khi Mackenzie bat dau xuat
hién trén moi kénh tin titc va ca to Times. “Dung
lo nhé, Jamie.” Nhung quéng tham bén dudi mat
me dang néi rang me lo ling rdt nhiéu, va me
cling c6 rat nhiéu ly do dé lo lang.

Tiép theo la mgt chuyén ma sau nay tdi méi

phat hién ra: me chi c6 sdn khoang hai tram nghin

®Y chi Bernard Madoff, ngudi khét tiéng vai viée dimg déu hé
théng Ponzi 16n nhét tir trede dén nay.
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d6 la d€ chi tiéu, da bao gdm cac chinh sich bao
hiém cho me va tdi. Con vé khoan no ciia me, ban
sé khong mudn biét dau. Chi can nhé rang, cin
h$ cua chiing t6i ¢ Dai 16 Park, van phong cong
ty thi & Dai 10 Madison, con vién cham séc tién
nghi ma bac Harry dang sdng (“Néu con cé thé
goi diéu d6 la sdng”, tdi con nghe ra duoc tiéng
me b sung) thi & Pound Ridge - khu 4y dét nhuw
cdi tén ctia no vay’.

Déng cra van phong & Madison la hanh dong
dau tién cua me. Sau dé me chuyén ra khoi Cung
dién Pai 1§ Park, it nhat la trong mot khoang thoi
gian. Me tra tredc mot chat tién thué bang cach
tan dung khoan bao hiém nhu t6i da dé cap, bao
gom ca phan cia nguoi anh me nita, nhung ciing
chi tru dugc tam hay muoi thang. Me ban di chiéc
Range Rover (“Chung ta dang nao ciing khong
thuee su can mot chiée 6 t6 khi sdng ¢ thanh phg,
Jamie a”, me ndi) va thanh ly mot 16 sach trong
dot xuat ban dau tién, trong dé cé cudn Nhin vé
nha di, thién than duoc chinh Thomas Wolfe ky
tén. Me khdc va bao, me chi nhan vé chua ndi mot
nta gia tri ctia cudn sach, vi thj treong sach hiém
19 Trong tir “Pound Ridge”, “pound” con co6 nghia chi ddng bang

Anh, con “ridge” 1a tir long chi vang.
"' Tén sach gbc: Look homeward, angel.
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cting bi ket dudi bon cau roi, nho mét mé ké ban
thao them khat tién mit gidng nhw me. Bitc tranh
cia Andrew Wyeth ciing phai ra di. Mdi ngay,
me déu nguyén rua James Mackenzie vi tdi dn
cép, bon tién, rang hin ta 1a mot ké cho chét, sa
bui tri. D6i khi me cling nguyén rtia ca bac Harry,
rang dén cudi ndm nay bac sé sdnhg sau mot bai
rac, cho ddng doi bac. Va, d€ cong bang, mdt lic
sau me chtri ca ban than minh vi da khong nghe
10i Liz va Monty.

“Me thdy minh giéng nhu con chiu chau chi
rong choi sudt ca mua he ma khong chju lam viéc”,
me noi thé voi toi vao mt dém no. Do 1a thang
Mot hodc thang Hai nam 2009, t6i nghi thé. Khi &y,
Liz thi thoang dén nha ching t6i ngu, nhung vao
dém d6 thi khong. Day co 1€ la lan dau tién toi dé
y thay nhitng soi toc bac trén mai téc do xinh dep
ctia me. Hoic ¢4 18 t6i nhé thé vi me bit dau khéc
va dén luot tdi dam nhan viéc vé vé, du cho téi chi
14 mot dza nhéc va khong thuc sw biét phai vo vé
thé nao.

Mua he &y, chang t6i roi khoi Cung dién Dai
16 Park va chuyén téi mot noi nho hon nhiéu &
Dai 16 Muoi. “Khoéng phai mét dong rac”, me
bao, “Gid ciing hop ly.” Ngoai ra: “Me sé tiéu
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tung néu phai chuyén ra khoi thanh phé. Nhu
th&1a vay co tréng rdi. Me sé bi mat khach hang.”

Cong ty chuyén di cung vdi chung toi, tat
nhién r6i. Van phong duoc bd tri ¢ noi ma dang
ra sé la phong ngu cua t6i, t6i cho 1a thé, néu moi
s khong qua ngat ngheo, khd so. Phong tdi la
mot cai hdc tuvong thut vao ké bén can bép. Mua
hé thi néng, muia dong thi lanh, nhung it ra chd
&y cling thom thom. Téi nghi noi &y ting la chd
dé nguyén liéu ndu nuéng.

Me chuyén bac Harry t6i mét co sé & Bayonne.
K€ 1€ cang it vé noi dy cang t6t. Diéu t6t dep
duy nhat, theo t0i, la du sao bac Harry gia ca toi
nghiép ciing khong biét ban than minh dang o
dau. Gia nhu bac c6 & Beverly Hilton thi bac van
binh ra quan nhiéu nhu vay thoi.

T6i con nhd moét vai chuyen khac trong nhirng
nam 2009 va 2010: me t6i khong di lam tdc nira.
Me khong con di an trwa vdi ban be va chi an voi
khach hang néu that sut can (vi me luén la nguoi
phai thanh todn hoa don). Me khong mua thém
nhiéu quan 4o méi, va nhitng mén me mua thi
déu 1a tir cac clra hang giam gid. Va me bat dau
udng rreou nhidu hon. Nhiéu hon han. Cé nhiing

dém ma me va c0 ban Liz ctia me - cai ¢6 tham tr
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la fan ctia Regis Thomas ma t6i da ké cho ban dy
- & cung nhau tay liy. Ngay hdm sau, méit cta
me d6 1én va me bat dau gat gong, rdi di loanh
quanh van phong trong bd d6 ngu. Thinh thoang
me sé ngam nga, “Nhitng ngay khon nan lai dén
nita r6i, nhitng khoang troi lai u am thé luong
nita roi.” Trong nhitng ngay nhw vay, that la nhe
nguwoi khi dwge dén truong. Mot ngdi truong
cong, di nhién réi; nhitng ngay hoc trueong tu cua
t0i da chdm dit, nho cong James Mackenzie.

Co mot vai tia sang it 6i trong chudi ngay den
t6i d6. C6 1€ thi triedng sach hiém van chim trong
mot déng ctit, nhung moi nguoi da tim doc trd
lai nhitng cudn sach pho thong - nhitng cudn tiéu
thuyét dé chay trén thyc tai va nhitng cudn sach
tw luc vi, hay d6i mat di nao, vao nhiing nam 2009
va 2010, radt nhiéu nguoi phai ty cttu 18y chinh
cai than minh. Me van luén thich doc sach trinh
thdm, va me van phét trién 6n dinh dong sach
nay ¢ Conklin tir khi ti€p quan thay bac Harry.
Me c6 muoi hay muoi mét, muoi hai tac gia viét
truyén trinh tham. Ho khong phai nhiing tay viét
16n, nhung muoi 1am phén tram tién ban quyén
tir ho cling da d€ chung toi tra tién thué nha va
gitt cho dén c6 thé bat sang.
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Ngoai ra, con co6 Jane Reynolds, mét thu thue
dén tix Bic Carolina. Tiéu thuyét caa c6 dy, moét
tac pham trinh tham c6 tén Do chét choc?, dwoc
gui dén ma khong c6 sy ban bac nao trudc do,
va me chét mé cudn sach. Mot cude ddu gia duoc
khoi xudng d€ xem bén nao cé thé xudt ban tac
pham. Tat ca cac cong ty 16n déu tham gia, va tién
ban quyén lén t6i hai triéu d6 la. Ba tram nghin
d6 la trong s d6 thudc vé chung t6i, thé la me toi
bat dau cuoi tro lai.

“Sé phai kha lau nita ching ta méi quay lai
dwoc Dai 16 Park”, me néi. “Va con phai tréo kha
1au méi thoat dugc khoi cai hd ma bac Harry da
dao cho hai me con ta, nhung cé 1é chang ta sé
lam dwoc thoi.”

“Pang nao con ciing khong thich quay lai Dai
16 Park”, toi dap. “Con thich ¢ day.”

Me cuoi, Om 13y toi ndi, “Cuc cung bé nho
ctia me.” ROi me dé tdi ra xa mot chat va nhin
ngam tdi. “Ciing khdng qua bé nhé nita. Con c6
biét me dang hy vong gi khong, nhéc?”

Téi lac dau.

“Rang Jane Reynolds sé trd thanh mét cd
bé ngoan ra duoc mot cudn sach mdi nam. Va Dé

2Nguyén vin: Dead Red.
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chét chéc sé duge dung thanh phim. Ngay ca khi
khong cé diéu nao trong may hy vong trén xay ra,
thi ching ta van c6 Regis Thomas gia t6t tinh va
loat truyén Roanoke ctia 6ng. Ong &y la vién da

quy trén chiéc vrong mién cia me con ta.”

Chi c6 diéu, D chét chéc hoa ra la tia sang
chép nhoang cudi cung trude khi mét con bao
16n ap dén. N6 khong bao gio duoc dung thanh
phim, va nhitng nha xudt ban tham gia dau gia
cho cuén sach da pham sai [am, ciing 1a chuyén
ddi khi van xay ra. Sach & chéng cho, viéc nay
khong lam ton hai kinh t& ctia chung tdi - tién
da duoc tra roi - nhung con nhitng chuyén khac
phat sinh va ba tram nghin d6 la kia b&c hoi nhuw
bui cudn theo chiéu gid.

Dau tién, rang khon ctia me gid chiing va gay
nhiém trung. Me phai nhé hét di. That Ia té. R6i
bac Harry, bac Harry phién phic &y, cai nguoi
van chua t6i ndm muoi tudi, bi truot nga o co so
cham séc Bayonne va ran xuong so. Chuyén nay
coOn té hon nhiéu.

Me noi chuyén voi nguoi luat su hay hé tro
me lo liéu hop déng sach vo (va nhan mot khoan
béo bo tir van phong chiing t6i cho may giot mo
héi 6ng ta bo ra). Ong nay gi6i thidu mot luat
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stt khac chuyén vé no va cac si vu do 15i vo y.
Luat su d6 bao rang trwong hop cua chung toi
kha kha quan, cé 1€ dung vay, nhung truwdc khi
vu viéc ¢6 thé duoc dwa ra toa thi co sé Bayonne
da tuyén bd pha san. Nguoi duy nhit nhan dwoc
tién tir vu nay la tay luat sw chai chu6t néi dam
ba cau vé tai nan truot nga, ké da bo tai gon lon
b&n muwoi nghin d6 la.

“Cai bon ldy tién nho chém gid &y la mot i
khon”, me lén tiéng vao mot dém no, khi me va
Liz Dutton da phé pha téi chai regu vang thit hai.
Liz cwoi pha 1én vi bon mwoi nghin d6 la kia dau
phai cta cd &y. Me cuoi vi da nga nga say. Toi la
nguoi duy nhat thay chuyén ching hé hai hudc,
vi van dé dau chi 1a chi phi luat su. Chung toi
ciing dang bi ket véi cac ki€u héa don y t& clia
bac Harry nitia.

Té nhat la, s& thué truy lung me dé€ giai quyét
khoan thué ma bac Harry con no. Bac da tri hoan
ché tién thué nay dé c6 thé dap nhiéu tién hon vao
Quy Mackenzie. Th€la chi con Regis Thomas.

Vién d4 quy gan trén veong mién ctia me

con toi.
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oc tiép nhé.

b6 la mua thu ndm 2009. Obama dang

la tong thdng, va nén kinh t& dan dan
trd nén kha quan hon. D6i vdi riéng hai me con
t0i, chuyén khéng méy kha quan. T6i dang hoc
16p ba, cO Pierce goi tdi 1én bang xt ly may cai
phan s vi t6i gioi dam ba thi d6. Y tdi 13, toi
da bat dau tinh toan phan tridm tir khi bay tusi -
con ctia mot dai dién tac gia ma, nhd nhé. Bon tré
dang sau toi ctt ditng ngdi khdng yén vi gio dang
la nhitng ngay hoc kep giita 1& Ta on va 1 Giang
sinh. Bai toan don gian nhu quét bo mém lén
banh mi, va t6i vira lam xong thi thdy hiéu phé
Hernandez 16 dau vao. Thay tham thi néi nhanh
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may cau vdi cd Pierce, sau d6 co Pierce bao toi di
ra ngoai hanh lang.

Me tdi dang cho bén ngoai, va me nhot nhat
nhu mot ly sita. Mot ly stta khéng chdt béo. Suy
nghi dau tién cua t6i 1a bac Harry, nguoi gio day
phai ddt mot miéng thép trong so d€ bao vé bd
nao vd dung cua minh, da chét. Theo mét cach
nghi gém ghé thi day thuec ra 1a tin t6t, boi néu
vay thi cdc khoan chi sé dugc cit gidm. Nhung
khi t6i hoi, me bao bac Harry - nguoi khi d6 s6ng
0 mot trung tdm cham sdc hang ba tai Piscataway
(bac ngay cang chuyén di xa hon vé phia tay,
giong nhu nhiing nguoi tién phong khai pha chét
nao khung dién) - van on.

Me day t6i di chuyén doc theo hanh lang va
ra khoi ctra, truwdc khi t6i hoi thém bét ci diéu gi.
O chd 1é duwdong mau vang, noi cac phy huynh van
tha con em minh xudng dé ching vao trieong, roi
lai dén dé don bon chung vao budi chiéu, 1a mét
chiéc sedan hang Ford, vdi den chdp duogc dit o
chd tap 16. Pting ké bén cai xe, méc 40 parka mau
xanh bién v4i dong chit S& Canh sat New York
trén nguec, la Liz Dutton.

Me nhanh chéng kéo t6i hudng vé chd 6 t0,
nhung t6i ding chdn chéan, lam me phai dimg
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lai. “Chuyén gi vay?”, toi hoi. “Néi cho con biét
di!” Toi khéng khéc, nhung nudc mét sdp trao
ra roi. Mot loat tin dit da ap toi ké tir khi chang
toi phat hién ra ban chét cia Quy Mackenzie, va
t6i khong nghi minh c6 thé chiu dung thém duoc
nita, nhirng mei sy van khong dimng lai. Regis
Thomas chét roi.

Vién ngoc quy cut thé roi khoi veong mién

cua chung toi.
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0i phai tam ding & day d€ ké cho ban

nghe vé Regis Thomas. Me t6i van néi

hau hét cac tac gia déu ky quai nhu cuc

phan phat sang trong bong t6i, va 6ng Thomas la
mot vi du dién hinh.

Loat truyén Roanoke - 6ng &y goi né nhu vay

- ¢6 tong cong chin cudn vao thoi di€ém 6ng qua

doi, va mdi cudn day c¢& mét vién gach. “Regis

gia ludn giup 46 ta rat nhiéu”, me mot fan ting

bao thé. Khi tam tudi, toi rut xudng tir gia sach &

van phong cudn dau tién, Dim ldy chét chic cia

Roanoke®, va doc. Khong c6 kho khan gi. Toi doc

chit cling gioi nhu giai toan va nhin thdy nguoi

3 Nguyén vin: Death swamp of Roanoke.
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chét (khong phai khoe khoang, day la su that).
Vi ca, Dim ldy chét chéc cting dau phai kiéu sach
nhw Finnegan tinh thirct.

Toi khong ¢6 y ndi sach chan, ding nghi vay;
Regis cling biét ké chuyén day. C6 rat nhiéu canh
phiéu Itru, canh rung ron (dac biét la nhitng gi
dién ra & dam lay chét chdc), c6 mét cude truy
lung kho bau bi chén vui, va c¢6 nhiéu canh S-E-X
c6 dién hay ho. T6i hoc dugc thém y nghia thuc
su ctia 69 trong cudn sach do, nhiéu hon mic
hiéu biét thong thuong cia mot diza tré tam tudi.
Toi ciing hoc dugc ca nhitng thit khac, chi la vé
sau nay t6i mai c6 y thizc lién két moi diéu lai véi
nhau. N6 lién quan t6i nhitng dém ma c6 ban Liz
cta me ¢ lai nha chang toi.

Toi tinh ra, ct sau khoang nam chuc trang
la canh sex lai xudt hién trong cudn Diim [dy chét
chéc, tinh ca mot [an dién ra trén cay, trong ltc
mot con ca sdu ddi bung dang bo loanh quanh
bén dudi. Chung ta dang ban vé Nam muoi sic
thdi ctia Roanoke. Khi t6i muwoi may tudi, Regis
Thomas da day t6i tw swéng, va néu cd ai thay
toi tiét 1§ thong tin nhiéu qua mitc can thiét, thi
khong chiu cling phai chiu thai.

'* Nguyén van: Finnegans Wake.
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Nhitng cudn sach nay that sy la mot loat
truyén xuyén suét, véi ndi dung dugc tiép dién
mai quanh mot dan nhan vat. Ho la nhitng nguoi
dan ong manh mé véi mai tdc nhat mau va nhitng
ddi mat cudi, nhitng ké khong dang tin véi énh
mat gian xao, nhitng ngudi An cao quy (& nhitng
tap sach sau nay, ho tré thanh nhiing thé dan My
cao quy), va nhitng phu ni* xinh dep tuyét tran
vOi bau nguec cao va chdc nich. T4t ca moi nguoi -
nguoi t6t, ké xau, nguoi nguc dep - luc nao ciing
hitng tinh.

Trdi tim cua loat truyén nay, thit khién cac
ddc gia tiép tuc theo doi (ngoai cac yéu td d6i dau
tay d6i, gi€t nguoi va sex), 1a bi mat khong 16 da
khién moi cu dan ¢ Roanoke bién mat. D6 ¢6 phai
1a hanh déng ctia George Threadgill, ké cam dau
phe phan dién khong? Nhing cu dan da chét roi
sao? Liéu co thuc sy ton tai mot thanh phd cd dai
ndm bén dudi ving d4t Roanoke tham dim tri
thitc xa xwa? Martin Betancourt cd y gi khi ong ta
néi “Thoi gian la chia khéa” trong khoanh khic
hap h&i? Mat ma croatoan duwoc khic trén vach
da cta vung dat bi bé hoang rdt cudc c6 y nghia
gi? Hang triéu doc gia khao khat duoc biét loi
giai dap cho nhitng cau hoi nay. Guii téi nhitng
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nguoi ¢ thi twong lai dang cam thdy kho tin, toi
chi mudn néi vdi ban rang, hiy sin lung sach cta
Judith Krantz hodc Harold Robbins di. C6 hang
triéu nguoi ciing doc nhitng tac pham cua hai
nguoi ho.

Nhitng nhan vat cua Regis Thomas mang
tinh soi chiéu kinh dién. Hodc cé 1é diéu toi
mudn noi la, ho mang tinh dap tng nguyén wdc.
Ong 4y 1a mdt ngudi dan 6ng nhan nheo nhé
tho, thuong xuyén chinh stra bitc anh tac gia
cua minh d€ mdt 6ng khong qua giéng cdi vi da
ctia mot quy ba. Ong khong t6i thanh phg New
York vi 6ng khong thé. Nguoi dan O0ng viét vé
nhiing nam gidi gan da tung hoanh noi dam lay
hiém doc, khong nging chinh chién va lam tinh
cudng nhiét dudi nhitng vi sao, lai la mot nguoi
d6c than mac ching sg khong gian cong cong va
chi séng mot minh. Ong &y ciing bi hoang tudng
nang (me t6i noi thé) vé cac tdc phdm ctia minh.
Khéng ai dugc nhin thdy gi cho dén khi cudn
sach hoan thanh. Hai tap dau tién cuc ky thanh
cong, dung dau sudt may thang trong danh
sach cdc tac phdm ban chay nhat. Nhung nguoi
stta ban in cling khong dwoc doc trudc. Thomas
khing dinh ring sich ctia éng phai dugc xuét
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ban dung nhu nhitng gi 6ng da viét, mot chiv
cting dang gia nhu vang.

Ong &y khong phai kiéu nguoi ra dugc mot
cudn sadch moi nam (cay viét nhu thé da thanh El
Dorado cia mét nguoi dai dién), nhung dng van
dang trong cay; mot cudn sach c6 chit cia Roanoke
trong tiéu dé sé xuat hién sau méi hai hodcba nam.
Bon cudn sach dau tién ra doi trong thoi gian bac
Harry con lam viéc, nam cudn tiép theo thi do me
phu trach - trong d6 ¢6 cudn Bong ma trinh ni¢ ciia
Roanoke, tac pham ma Thomas da thong bao sé€ la
tap ap choét. Cudn sach cudi cung cua loat truyén,
ong htra hen, sé giai d4p moi thac mac ma nhitng
ddc gia trung thanh cua 6ng da dat ra tir hoi cac
nhan vat thuc hién nhimg chuyén phiéu luvu dau
tién t6i dam lay chét chéc. D6 ciing sé 1a cudn
sach dai nhét, khoang bay tram trang. (Diéu d6
cho phép nha xudt ban ting thém chut gia bia.)
Va mdt khi Roanoke va mgi bi an lién quan téi
no6 duogc an bai, Thomas tam su vdi me téi trong
mot [an me dén thdm éng & chd tra an khép kin
tai ngoai 6 New York, ong sé bit tay vao mot loat
truyén nhiéu tap xoay quanh Mary Celeste.

Moi thit nghe ciing kha quan cho dén khi 6ng

guc xudng chét ¢ ban lam viéc, mdi chi viét xong
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khoang ba mwoi trang dau tién cua kiét tac vi dai.
C)ng da duoc tra trudc ba triéu d6 la thom phuic,
nhung khi khéng cé cudn sach nao, khoan tién
dua trudce phai dugc hoan lai, bao gdm ca phan
chia cho hai me con t6i. Khoan tién ctia ching toi
bSc hoi, khong con thudc quyén han ctia hai me
con nita. Ban chic da doan duoc roi, day chinh la
Iuc t6i budc vao cudc.

Ok, ké tiép nao.
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uc chang t6i di tdi chiéc xe canh sat

dang trong hinh dang ctia mét chiéc 6 td

binh thuong (t6i biét d6 la xe canh sat,
toi da thay né nhiéu lan rdi, khi xe duoc dd trude
tda nha cta ching tdi véi tdm bién CANH SAT
LAM NHIEM VU dit chd tap 16), Liz mé mot bén
ao parka ra d€ toi nhin thay cai bao dung sung
tréng rong cd dang deo trén vai. Day gidng nhuw
mot tro dua gitra chung toi. Khong ¢é sung ong
gi khi & gan tdi, d6 1a nguyén tac rat dit khoat
ctua me. Liz ludn cho t6i nhin cai bao dung tréng
khong khi ¢6 deo né 1én, va t6i cling da rat nhiéu
[an nhin thdy cai bao dugc dat trén ban ca phé &
phong khach nha ching téi. Ca ¢ trén ban nga
dau givong nita, & phia ma me khdng ndm, va khi

- 69 -



SAU NAY

chin tudi, toi da hiéu kha rd diéu d6 cé nghiala gi.
Dim [dy chét chéc ciia Roanoke cling c6 vai miéu
ta ndng nong la gitra Laura Goodhugh va Purity
Betancourt - ba qua phu ctia Martin Betancourt
(c6 nay khong trong sang' gi).

“Cé ay lam gi & day?” Toi hoi me khi chiing
toi di toi chiée xe. Liz dimg ngay do, nén tdi cho
rang hoi vay la bat lich sy, néu khong mudn néi
12 tho 16, nhung t6i vira bi kéo ra khoi lop hoc va
triedc ca khi kip ra khoi trueong, toi da bi thong
bdo la chiéc tem phiéu gitip chung ti ¢6 d6 an da
hét hiéu luc.

“Vao xe nao, nha vo dich”, Liz ndi. Co6 &y ludn
g0i toi la nha vo dich. “Ta dang ton thoi gian d&dy.”

“Chau khong mudn. Trua nay bon chau dwgc
dn ca tdm bot.”

“Khéng dau”, Liz dap. “Chung ta sé dn burger
Whopper va khoai chién. C6 mua.”

“Vao di”, me t6i bao. “Lam on ddy, Jamie.”

Thé 1a t6i ngoi vao bang ghé sau. Co vai to
gidy goi Taco Bell trén san xe va mdt cai mui ¢6
1€ 1a ctia bong ng6 quay trong 10 vi song. Con c6

moOt mui khdc niva, cdi mui ma t6i gan vdi nhitng

15 Tir gbc tac gia diing 1a “pure”, choi chir véi cai tén Purity cia
nhan vat.
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chuyén thdm cta hai me con tdi cac trung tam
cham s6c ma bac Harry tirng ¢, nhung it nhat la
trén xe khong ¢é tdm ludi kim loai ngan ghé sau
vGi ghé trude, nhu t6i da nhin thay trong mét vai
bd phim canh sat ma me van xem (me mé Duong
ddy t0i pham™).

Me ngoi vao ghé trudce va Liz khoi hanh, ding
lai & chd dén doé dau tién dé€ bat den chép o tap
16. N6 kéu blip-blip-blip, va ngay ca khi tiéng coi
hu khdng vang Ién, nhitng chiéc xe khac van tranh
duong cho ¢6 va ching t6i phéng di circ nhanh.

Me t6i quay nguoi lai, nhin vé phia t6i qua
khoang ho gitta hai chiéc ghé, véi moét biéu cam
khién t6i phat sg. Me trong tuyét vong 14m roi.
“Liéu Ong ay c6 dang & nha khong, Jamie? Me
dam chic 1a ho da dua thi thé 6ng téi nha xac
hoic noi lo liéu tang 1&, nhung liéu éng &y c6 thé
van con & nha khong?”

Cau tra 10i la t6i khong biét, nhung ban dau
toi khong néi diéu do ra, khéng ndi gi ca. Toi
dang qua ngd ngang. Bi ton thuwong. C6 1€ 1a dién
1én nira, t6i khong nhé chic duoc, nhung sy ngd
ngang va ton thuong thi t6i nhé rat r6. Me da
dan t6i dirng bao gio ké cho ai vé viéc nhin thay

' Nguyén van: The Wire.

-71 -



SAU NAY

nguoi chét, va toi chua ting k€, thé ma me lai di
ké. Me da néi cho Liz. D6 la ly do Liz & day, va
s€ str dung cai tap 16 6 thé chop den cua co ta d€
xua hét xe c6 di, thang duong cho chiing toi tién
t6i Dai 10 Sprain Brook.

Cudi cung, tdi néi, “Co dy da biét bao lau rdi?”

Toi thdy Liz nhay mat véi toi qua guong
chiéu hau, ki€u nhdy mat ngam néi bon nay co
chiit bi mdt nha. Toi khong thich cai kiéu d6. Dang
ra nguoi c6 bi mat & day la me va toéi moi dung,.

Me vuon ra khoi ghé va tom 13y ¢6 tay toi.

Tay me lanh ngdt. “Dling quan tam chuyén
ay, Jamie, chi can néi v6i me la liéu éng ay con &
nha hay khong.”

“U thi, con doan vay. Néu d6 la noi 6ng chét.”

Me tha tay t6i ra va bao Liz di nhanh hon,
nhung Liz 14c dau.

“Khoéng phai y hay dau. Ai d6 bén canh sét
6 thé tdi hoi tham dé€ biét ta dang gap phai van
dé gi. L& nao em lai néi véi ho rang bon minh can
noéi chuyén véi mot ga da chét, truede khi ong ta
kip b6c hoi?” Theo cai cach ¢6 ta ndi chuyén, toi
¢4 thé nhan ra co chéng hé tin mot 101 nao trong

nhitng gi me da k&€ cho c6 nghe, ¢d ta chi dang
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chiéu theo y me thoi. C¢ lam theo 10i me. Nhw
vdy ciing 6n vdi tdi. Con vé phia me, t6i cho rang
me khdng quan tdm téi suy nghi ctia Liz, mién la
cO ta dua chung t6i toi Croton-on-Hudson.

“Thé thi di nhanh hét mirc em c6 thé vay.”

“R0 r0i, Tee-Tee.” To6i chira bao gio thich co ta
goi me theo cach d9, vai dita ban trong 16p t6i sé
ho 1én cai tir nay khi phai di vé sinh, nhung c6 vé
me khong ban tam. Vao ngay hom ay, Liz c6 goi
me 13 Bonnie Boobsalot thi me ciing chdng ban
tam. Co 1€ la con khong d€ vao tai nira.

“Mot vai nguoi c6 thé git bi mat con mot vai
nguoi thi khong”, toi néi. Téi khong nhin duoc.
Thé nén t6i doan la minh ciing phat dién roi.

“Dtng lai di”, me t6i ndi. “Me khong du stic
lo may chuyén hon dbi ctua con dau.”

“Con khong dbi”, t6i dap tra mot cach hon doi.

Toi biét la me than véi Liz, nhung dang ra toi
va me con phai than thiét hon. [t nhat me cling
c6 thé€ hoi xem t6i nghi thé nao, trudc khi tiét 16
bi mat I6n nhat gitta chang t6i vao mdt dém nao
d6 ma me cling Liz nam trén giwdng, sau khi leo
1én cai thtt ma Regis Thomas goi la “cau thang ai

tinh say me”.
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“Me hiéu la con buc, va con ¢ thé trut gian
l1én me sau, nhung gio thi me can con, nhéc a.”
Duong nhu me da quén mat la Liz cling dang o
day, nhung tdi c6 thé thdy ddi mat ctia Liz qua
kinh chiéu hau va biét rang c6 ta dang lang nghe
ting tr.

“Ok a.” Me lam t6i hoi s¢. “Binh tinh di me.”

Me gio tay vudt toc va giat manh chd téc mai.
”Qua bat cong. Moi chuyén da xay ra vdi chung
ta... va van dang tiép tuc xay ra... 1a mdét mé ché
chét, khdn nan!” Me xoa dau t6i. “Con khong
nghe thay gi nhé.”

“Con nghe thdy roi”, téi dap. Vi tdi van dang
dién, nhung me ndi dung ma. Con nhd toi ting
bao la t6i sdng trong ti€u thuyét ctia Dickens
khong, toan churi thé la chui thé dy? Ban ¢6 biét
vi sao nguoi ta doc nhitng cudn sach nhw thé
khong? Vi ho qua vui mitng khi nhitng chuyén
ché chét, khon nan khong ap xudng doi ho.

“Me da tung hting nhu lam xiéc vdi du loai
héa don sudt hai ndm nay va chua ting dé€ cai
nao bi roi xuéng dat. Thinh thoang me phai bd
qua nhitng thit nho nhé dé€ chi tra cho nhiing thi
to to, d6i khi lai bo qua nhitng thit to to d€ chi tra
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mot loat nhitng tht nho nho, nhung den van ¢
thé bat sang va ching ta chua bao gio phai nhin
an bira nao. Phai khong?”

“Vang vang vang”, tdi dap, nghi rang dap
vay c6 thé khién mot nu cuoi cong 1én. Khong hé.

“Nhung gio...” Me lai giat manh téc mai lan
nita, lam chd dé két thanh mot cuc. “Gio thi mot
loat hda don dén han thanh toan trong cung mot
Iac, v6i Quy Thué chét tiét din dau doan quan.
Me chim trong mot bién ng d6 quach va me ky
vong Regis sé ciru me. Thé ma ldo ché dé dy lai
chét! Khi mdéi ndm muoi chin tudi! Ai lai chét &
tudi ndm muoi chin ha, néu nhu khong phai la
mot ga phi ndn thira ra nam chuc ky 16, hoéc la bj
nghién thu6c?”

“Nhiing ngudi mac ung thu chang?” Toi tra 16i.

Me khijt miii va lai giat chd téc mai dang
thuong hai.

“Binh tinh, Tee”, Liz n6i khé. C6 ta ap long
ban tay 1én c6 me, nhung t6i khong nghi me cam
nhan duoc.

“Cudn sach cd thé ctu ching ta. Cudn sach,
toan by cudn sach d6, khong gi ca, ngoai trir cuén
sach.” Me bat ra mét tiéng cuoi hoang dai khién
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toi cang thém sg. “Me biét 6ng dy mai chi viét
xong vai chwong, nhung khong ai biét diéu do6
ca, vi ong dy khong noi chuyén véi ai ngoai triv
Harry truedc khi bac &y bi 6m, va gio thi la voi me.
Ong ay khéng lap dan y hay c6 ghi chép gi, Jamie
a, vi 0ng &y noi may chuyén dé bé budc quy trinh
sang tao. Va ciing vi dng 4y chang can. Ong &y
ludn biét minh dang lam gi.”

Me lai tém 13y cd tay toi va siét chit dén ndi
dé lai nhitng vét tim. Sau nay, vao t6i d6, toi da
nhin thdy nhitng vét tham ay.

“Ong 8y c6 thé vin biét.”
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hiing tdi lai xe ngang qua tiém Burger

King ¢ Tarrytown va t6i nhan duwoc

Ot chiéc Whopper y nhw hira hen. Va

mot ly sdcdla lac nita. Me khdng mudn ding lai,

nhung Liz nhat quyét ghé qua. “Céu nhoc dang

tudi 1on, Tee oi. Cau chang phai c6 d6 bd bung
ngay ca khi chi khéng can an.”

Toi quy ¢ ta & di€m nay, va cling c6 vai diéu
khac khién toi quy ¢d, nhung cling c6 nhitng viéc
ma toi khong wa. Nhitng viéc 1on. Toi sé ké sau,
t6i phai k&, nhung gio thi chi can biét rang cam
x1c ctia toi d6i vdi Elizabeth Dutton, Tham tt Bac

Hai ctia S& Canh sat New York, la rat phitc tap.

C6 ta ndi thém mot diéu nira truedc khi chung

t0i tGi Croton-on-Hudson, va toi can phai ké lai.
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Co ta chi dang tro chuyén cho c6 thit dé néi thoi,
nhung hoa ra sau nay (vang toi biét, lai la tir nay),
no lai trd thanh moét chi tiét quan trong. Liz noi
Thumper cudi cung da giét nguoi.

Nguoi dan 6ng tir xung 1a Thumper c¢ chdc
chdc lai xuat hién trén cac kénh tin tirc trong vong
vai nam trd lai day, déc biét la trén NY1 - cai kénh
hau nhu t6i nao me cling xem khi ndu com t6i (va
thinh thodng me xem trong khi chiing t6i an com,
néu ngay hom doé c6 nhiéu tin tirc tha vi). “Triéu
dai khiang bd” caa Thumper - cam on nhé, NY1
- thue ra da bat dau ngay tir trwedc khi t6i sinh ra,
va hén ta kiéu nhir mot huyén thoai vay. Ban biét
day, giong nhu Ga Khong médt Léu nghéu hay Sat
thu Tay moc, chi khac la tén nay thi c6 bom.

“Ai co?” Toi hoi. “Han ta giét ai?”

“Con bao lau nita thi chung ta dén noi?”, me
cét tiéng. Me chang hé quan tAm téi Thumper, me
con phai lo chuyén khac quan trong hon.

“Lam chét moét ga da c6 dung mot trong may
cai b&t dién thoai it 6i con sét lai ciia Manhattan”,

Liz néi, mac ké 10i ctia me. “Doi chuyén xi ly bom

7 Tac gia dang nhéc toi Slender Man va The Hook, nhitng nhén
vt ndi tiéng trong cdc cau chuyén ring ron.
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nghi r:?mg qua bom bj kich nd ngay vao céi giay
ga ta nhadc 6ng nghe 1én. Hai cay thuéc n6—"

“Chtng ta c¢6 budc phai ndi vé chuyén nay
khong?”, me hoi. “Va tai sao cai den quai quy nao
cting mau do vay?”

”C6 hai cay thudc nd duoc dan bén dudi céi
g0 nho ma nguoi ta hay dat tién 167, Liz ti€p tuc,
khoéng hé nao nung. “Thumper la mét tay thao
vat, phai thira nhan vay. Bon ho dinh lap nén mot
luc Irong dédc nhiém nita - sé la doi thit ba ké
tirt nam 1996 - va em dinh tham gia. Em ting la
thanh vién trong d¢i gan day nhat, nén ciing co6
co hoi.”

“Pén xanh r61”, me nodi. “bDi théi.”

Liz di chuyén.
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di van dang &n may miéng khoai chién

cudi cing (43 ngudi ngat, nhung tdi

khong phién) thi chang t6i ré vao mot
con duong cut c6 tén la BPuong Cobblestone. Co
lé titng ¢ nhitng vién da cufi trén con duong
nay, nhung gio nd chi la mdt con duong nhya
phéng phiu. Ngbi nha ¢ cudi dudng duoc goi la
Cobblestone Cottage. N6 la mét ngoi nha da c¢d 16n
vé6i nhitng canh ctta chdp dugc cham khéc cau ky
va mai phu réu phong. Cé nhitng chiéc bién dugc
gén trén cft & cdng vao - cot cling lam tir da xam
giéng nhu ngdi nha vay. Mot tdm bién ghi CAM
XAM NHAP, CHUNG TOI GIAU XAC MET ROL
T&m bién con lai ¢cé6 hinh mot con ché chin ctru
Piic, kém theo dong CAN THAN CHO DU
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Liz ditng lai va nhin vé me t6i, nhudn may.

“Cai xac duy nhat ma Regis tirng chon la con
vet Ong &y nudi, Francis”, me ndi. “Dét tén theo
nha tham hiém Francis Drake. Va éng ay chua
tirng nudi cho.”

“Bi di ing”, t6i 1én tiéng tir bang ghé sau.

Liz lai xe dén ngdi nha, dimng lai, va tat di
cai dén chdp kéu blip blip & tap 16. “Clra garage
dang déng va em khong nhin thdy cai xe nao hét.
Ai sOng & day vay?”

“Khoéng ai ca”, me noi. “Nguoi giup viéc tim
thdy 6ng ay. Ba Quayle. Davina. Ba la nguoi lam
vuon ban thoi gian, toan b d¢i ngii nhan vién
cua Ong &y ddy. Mot nguoi tie té. Ba goi cho chi
ngay sau khi goi xe cttu thwong. Viéc goi xe citu
thwong khién chi thdc mic, 1& nao ba ay da chic
chén la dng &y chét that rdi, va ba néi la ba chic,
bdi ba tirng lam viéc tai mot vién dudng lao truede
khi giup viéc cho Regis, nhung 6ng ay trudc tién
van phai duoc chuyén téi bénh vién. Chi bao ba
hay vé nha ngay sau khi cai xac dugc chuyén di.
Ba kha la hoang. Ba héi vé Frank Wilcox, nguoi
do quan ly viéc kinh doanh ctia Regis, va chi noi
chi sé lién hé vdi anh ta. Ro6i chi sé lién lac, nhung
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vao Ian cubi chi ndi chuyén vdi Regis, 6ng dy bao
v6i chi la Frank véi vo dang & Hy Lap.”

“Canh bdo chi thi sao?” Liz hoi. "dng la mot
tac gia ban sach rat chay ma.”

“Thanh than a, chi khong biét.” Me dién
cuong nhin quanh, nhu thé me nghi may tay
phong vién dang 1an tron trong lum ciy bui co.
“Chj khong thay ai hét.”

“Ho tham chi co 1é chua biét”, Liz néi. “Néu
biét hodc nghe ngéng duoc tin, truwdc hét ho sé
tim t&i canh sat va don vi cap cru. Céi xac khong
con & day nén hoi dwa chuyén ciing khong dén
day. Chung ta van con mdt chit thoi gian, chi
binh tinh lai di.”

“Thuyec t€ v6 ng dang dap vao mat chi day, chi
con mot 6ng anh ¢ 1€ phai sdng & vién cham soc
thém ba muoi ndm nita, va mot thang con c6 16 sé
hoc dai hoc vao mot ngay nao do, th€ nén dung
¢0 ma bao chi binh tinh lai. Jamie, con ¢6 nhin
thdy dng &y khong? Con biét mat 6ng &y ma, phai
khong? N6i v6i me néu con nhin thay 6ng ay.”

“Con biét mat 6ng &y, nhung con khéng nhin
thay ong ay”, toi noi.

Me thét 1én mét tiéng rén ri va dap got tay
vao cuc toc mai thé tham ctia minh.
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Toi tim 13y mé clra 6 td, va ngac nhién chura,
khéng c6 1ay. Téi bao Liz cho t6i ra ngoai va co ta
lién m¢ ctra. Chung to6i déu di ra khoi xe.

“G0o ctra di”, Liz bao. “Néu khéng c6 ai tra
loi, chiing ta sé di quanh nha va bé Jamie 1én dé
nhoc ¢6 thé nhin qua cira s8.”

Chung toi c6 thé lam vay vi nhitng canh ctra
chop - dugc cham khic nhing chi tiét trang tri
nho nhé - déu mé toang. Me t6i chay téi chd ctra
ra vao, va trong khoanh khic, d€ Liz & lai mot
minh vdi toi.

“Chau dau that sy nghi la minh ¢4 thé nhin
thdy nguoi chét gidng nhu mot dia tré trong
phim, phai khong nao, nha vd dich?”

T6i khong quan tam co ta co tin toi hay khong,
nhung cdi thai do trong tong giong cd ta - rang
moi st 1a mot tro hé ¢ bu - khién t6i phat cau.
“Me da ké cho cd vé chuyén may cai nhan ctia ba
Burkett, ding khong?”

Liz nhun vai. “D6 c6 thé€ chi la mét pha doan
mo an may thdi. Chau dau cd tinh co nhin thay
nguoi chét nao trén duong toi day dau, nhi?”

To6i dap, khong nhin thdy, nhung ciing kho
xac dinh dwoc triz khi ban néi chuyén véi he...
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hoédc ho noéi chuyén véi ban. C6 mét Jan, khi toi
va me di xe buyt, t6i da nhin thdy méot c6 gai
véi c6 tay bi cat sdu téi mixc cd Ay nhue thé dang
deo vong tay mau dé, va tdi kha chéc chan la cé
ta da chét, mac du c¢6 dy khong hé méo mo, xeo
xQ nhu nguoi dan 6ng & Cong vién Trung tam.
Va cling ngay hom d¢, khi chang toi lai xe ra
khoi thanh phg, téi dé y thdy mot phu nit 16n
tudi mic 4o choang tim mau hong, ditng & goc
dwong Dai 16 Tam. Khi ky hiéu den chuyén sang
dong DI BO, ba ta van ding yén d6, nhin ngd
xung quanh nhu mdt nguodi khach du lich. Ba cé
ma&y cai 16 cudn & trén toc. Ba ta co thé da chét,
nhung ba ciing c6 thé la mot nguoi sdng dang di
dao than tho loanh quanh, giéng nhu diéu ma
me k& bac Harry thinh thoang van lam trudc khi
me phai dua bac vao trung tdm cham soc dau
tién. Me néi véi tdi rang, khi bac Harry bat dau
hanh xt nhu vay, do6i khi van méc nguyén do
ngu, thi me cling bo cudc, khong nghi la bac ¢
thé cai thién duwogc nira.

“Ma&y ngudi coi boéi luc nao ching néi ding
duoc gi d6”, Liz bao. “Ngoai ra, nguoi ta cling
hay bao la, ké ca mot cai dong ho chét roi van chi
gio ding hai Ian trong ngay.”
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“Ttec la ¢6 nghi me khung réi va chau thi giup
me khung?”

Co &y bat cuoi. “Nhu thé goi la tao diéu kién,
nha v0 dich a, va khong, cd khong nghi vay. Biéu
c6 nghi 1a me chau dang phién mu6n lam va dang
¢6 con thd thi con gd. Chau c6 hiéu thé€ nghia la
gi khong?”

“Hiéu a. Nghia la me bi khuing.”

Liz lai [ic dau, Tan nay néi rd rang hon. "Me
chau dang phai chju rat nhiéu ap luc. Co rat hiéu.
Nhung bia chuyén ra ciling khong giup duoc chi
&y dau. C6 mong rang chdu hiéu diéu d6.”

Me quay tro lai. “Khong ai tra 10i, va ctra thi
khoa. Chij thir rdi.”

“Ok”, Liz néi. “Di dom qua ctra s6 thoi.”

Chung toi di quanh ngoi nha. T6i c6 thé nhin
qua nhitng canh ctra s6 & phong an, bdi clra s6
kéo thap xudng tan mat dat, nhung toi qua thap
d€ nhin qua dugc nhitng canh ctta khac. Liz
dan tay cho téi gidm 1én, d€ t6i ¢4 thé nhin vao
nha. Toi thdy mot phong khach 16n vdi ti vi man
hinh rdng va rat nhiéu d6 noi that sang trong.
Toi nhin thdy phong an véi mét chiéc ban rat
dai, ¢t chd cho ca ddi hinh chinh ctia Mets ngoi
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xudng, c6 18 con du chd cho tay ném béng du bi
cta ho ludn. That la dién r6 dGi véi mot tay ghét
c6 nguoi ¢ cung. Toi cling thdy mdt can phong
ma me goi la phong khéch nho, va & dang sau
kia 1a phong bép. Ong Thomas khong & trong
cdn phong nao ca.

“C6 thé dng ay ¢ trén tang. Me chua bao gio
lén d6, nhung néu 6ng dy chét & giwong... hoac &
phong tam... 6ng &y c6 1é van...”

“Em khong nghi dng chét ¢ trén ngai dau,
nhu Elvis &y ha, nhung em cho rang d6 ciing la
mot kha nang.”

Toi bat cuoi, viéc goi bon cau la cai ngai ludn
luén khién t6i cudi, nhung toi dirng lai khi nhin
thdy guong mat me. Day la chuyén nghiém tic,
va me dang dan can kiét hy vong. C6 mot canh
ctta dan vao phong bép va me cd vin tay nam,
nhung né bi khoa 16i, cling gidng nhu cira chinh.

Me quay sang Liz. “Chéc1a chiing ta c6 thé...”

“Dung nghi vé chuyén d¢”, Liz néi. “Khong
c6 chuyén pha ctra xong vao dau, Tee. Em c¢6 du
van dé ¢ so r6i, day la chua tinh dén viéc di pha
huy hé thdng an ninh tai nha cia mét tac gia ban
chay méi qua doi va c§ giai thich ta dang lam gi
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¢ day khi mdy ga o Brinks hodc ADT xuét hién.
Hodc la canh sat khu vize. Va nhan nhic t6i canh
sat... ong dy chét khi & mdt minh, dung khong?
Nguoi giup viéc tim thady ong ay?”

“Pung thé, ba Quayle. Ba dy goi chi, chi da k&
voi em—"

“Canh sat sé can hoi ba ta vai cau. C6 1é dang
héi ngay bay gio roi. Hodc la bén giam dinh y t€.
Em khong biét & quan Westchester thi nguoi ta
xtt ly nhw thé nao.”

“Vi 6ng ay ndi tiéng a? Vi ho nghi rdng ai d6
6 thé da sat hai 6ng dy?”

“Vi d6 la tha tuc. Va &, vi 6ng &y ndi tiéng,
em nghi vay. Van dé la, em khéng mudn ching ta
con 0 day khi may nguoi dy xuat hién.”

Hai vai me chung xudng. "Khéng c¢6 gi 3,
Jamie? Khong c6 ddu vét gi cia 6ng dy?”

Toi ldc dau.

Me th¢ dai va nhin vé phia Liz. “C6 1€ chung
ta nén kiém tra nha dé xe?”

Liz tdng me mot cai nhun vai to y tuy chi hét.

“Jamie? Con nghi sao?”

Toi khong thé tudng twgng ra vi 1€ gi ma
ong Thomas lai mudn loanh quanh & nha d€ xe,
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nhung t6i doan dé ciling la chuyén kha di. C6 thé
Ong ay ddc biét thich mét cai xe. “Con nghi chung
ta nén ra d6. Khi ching ta con & day.”

Chung t6i hudng vé phia gara, nhung roi toi
dirng lai. C6 mét con duwong rai soéi & bén kia bé
boi cua 6ng Thomas - cai bé da can nudc. Cay
duoc trong doc theo con duong, nhung vi da cudi
nam va la cay gan nhw da rung hét, nén t6i c6 thé
nhin thdy mot khéi nha nhé mau xanh 1a cay. Téi
chi vé hudng dé. “Kia la gi vay?”

Me dép vao tran minh mét cai nita. Toi bSng
nhién sg me c6 thé tir 1am minh ndi 1én mdt cuc u
nao hay gi d6. “Oi troi a, La Petite Maison dans le
Bois®! Sao me lai khéng nghi t6i n6 dau tién nhi?”

“La gi thé a?” Téi hoi.

“Phong lam viéc cua 6ng ay! Noi ong ay viét!
Né&u éng dy van ¢ dau d6 thi han phai la & dang
dy! Di thoil”

Me tém 14y tay t6i va kéo toi chay toi phia
nong hon ctia bé boi, nhung khi chung t6i chay
dén dau con duong rai soi, t6i ding chén lai. Me
van tiép tuc xong téi, va néu Liz khong giit 14y

vai toi, c6 1€ toi da nga dap mat.

8 Tiéng Phap, nghia la: ngdi nha nho trong rimg.
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IIMe.? M.e!//

Me quay lai, mat kién nhan. Nhung dé khong
phai 1a tir chinh xac. Me trong sép stta phat dién
16i. “Di thoi! Me vira néi vdi con la néu éng &y
van & dau do chd nay, thi han phai la & dang ay!”

“Chj phai binh tinh d3, Tee”, Liz ndi. “Chung
ta sé kiém tra phong sang tac cua dng dy, sau dé
em nghi minh nén di.”

/IM'e!//

Me ngo lo toi. Me bit dau khéc, diéu ma cuc
ky it khi xay ra. Me tham chi khong khoc khi biét
duoc bén thué doi bao nhiéu tién, vao ngay ay,
me chi ddm tay xudng ban va goi ho la mét la
khén hat mau, nhung gio thi me dang khoéc. “Cu
di di néu em mudn, nhung me con chi sé ¢ lai day
cho téi khi Jamie chic chin moi sy 1a vd vong.
Day c6 1€ chi la mét cude dao choi dé chiu d6i voi
em, chiéu theo y mot a dién—"

“Thai qua roi day!”

” —nhung thit dang xay ra & day la cdi doi chi—"

”Em biét la—"

” —va ca cudc song cua Jamie, va—"

//ME OI!’I
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Mot trong nhitng diéu té hai nhat khi 1a tré
con, c6 lé con t¢ hon muirc té nhét, 1a nguoi lon
s& mac xac ban khi ho con ban quay cudng vdi
nhitng thit hdn loan ctia ho. “ME! LIZ! CA HAI
NGUOI! DUNG LAI!”

Hai nguoi ho dieng lai. Ho nhin t6i. Ching toi
dung do, hai nguoi phu nit va mét cau bé dang
mac 4o hoodie cua d0i New York Mets, bén canh
mot cai bé boi can nudc, trong mot ngay u am cua
thang Muoi mot.

Toi chi vé con duong soi hudng téi ngdi nha
nho trong rirng cay - noi 6ng Thomas viét nhiing
cudn sach Roanoke.

“Ong ay 0 ngay kia”, t6i noi.
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ng dy tién lai gan chung t6i, va toi

khong ngac nhién. Hau hét bon ho,

khéng phai tat ca nhung hau hét, déu bi
thu hat béi nhitng nguoi s6ng trong mot khoang
thoi gian, gidng nhw loai bo bi hut vé nhitng ngon
den bt con trung. That la mot cach so sanh kinh
khing, nhung t6i chi nghi dugc dén th€. To6i co
thé€ doan ra 6ng ay da chét ngay ca khi t61 khong
biét vé cai chét cua 6ng, nho vao nhitng gi 6ng
dang méc. Hom d6 troi lanh, nhung 6ng chi mac
mot chiée 4o phong trang tron, quan ngd rong,
va di d6i sandal ma me goi la giay cta Chua.
Ngoai ra, con mét tht khac nita, mét moén do ky
cuc: mdt cai dai deo vai mau vang gan ruy bing

xanh bién.
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Liz ndi vdi me, dai loai la chfmg co ai O day
hét va t6i chi gia vo thoi, nhung t6i khong ban
tam. T6i bo tay me ra va di vé hudng 6ng Thomas.
Ong 4y dimg lai.

“Xin chao, bac Thomas”, t6i ndi. “Chau la
Jamie Conklin. Con trai ctia Tia. Chau chua gap
bac bao gio.”

“Oi troi, théi di ndo”, Liz thét lén tlr sau
lung toi.

“Yén lang di”, me t6i bao, nhung su nghi hoac
ctia Liz hin d3 cham t&i me phan nao, vi me hoi
liéu t6i c6 chéc rang dng Thomas dang thuec sy &
day khong.

Toi ciing mic ké cau hoi nay. Toi dang thac
méc vé cai dai dng &y deo. Ong da deo né khi chét.

“Bac dang ngoi ¢ ban lam viéc”, 6ng dy noi.
“Bac ludén deo dai trén nguoi khi viét. Moén d6
may mén ctia bac.”

“Cai ruy bang mau xanh dé€ lam gi?”

“La giai danh van cdp vung ma bac ting
théng ho6i hoc 16p sau. Vuot qua bon hoc sinh
dén ti hai mwoi treong khac. Bac thua & cudc
thi cdp ti€u bang, nhung bac da nhan duogc céi
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ruy bang xanh bién nay khi chién thing cap
vung. Me bac lam cho bac mét cai dai va dinh
cdi ruy bang lén.”

Theo suy nghi cta t6i, that 1a ky quai khi 6ng
&y van deo th d6 trén nguoi, vi 16p sau han phai
la mét qua khir cach day ca nghin ti ndm d6i voi
ong Thomas, nhung 6ng ké ra chuyén nay ma
chang x&du h& hay lung ting gi hét. Mot vai nguoi
chét c6 thé cam nhan tinh yéu thwong - con nhé
toi da k€ véi ban vé chuyén ba Burkett hon 1én
mé Oong Burkett khéng? - va ho c6 thé cdm nhan
su ghét bo (mdt diéu ma cudi cung t6i cling phat
hién ra), nhung hau hét moi cam xuc khac déu c6
vé bién mat khi ho qua doi. Ngay ca tinh yéu ciing
khong con qua manh liét nita, theo cdm nhén cua
t6i. Toi khong vui thu gi phai ké voi ban viéc nay,
nhung su ghét bo thi sau séc va kéo dai lau hon.
T6i nghi rang con nguodi ta nhin thdy ma (khéc
v6i nguoi chét), 1a vi ching van chat day thit han.
Moi nguoi nghi ma rat dang so, vi ching dung la
dang so.

Toi quay lai véi me va Liz. “Me, me cé biét
rang 6ng Thomas deo mot cai dai khi 6ng &y viét
sach khong?”
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Mat me mé to. “Cé néi trong bai phéng van
cho Salon hdi nam hay sau nam trudc. Ong &y
dang deo a?”

“Vang. C6 mot cai ruy bang xanh trén dai.
Tir—"

“Tlt cudc thi danh van ma dng dy thing giail
Trong bai phong vén, 6ng ay da cuoi va bao d6 la
‘s lam mau ngdc nghéch cta t6i’.”

“Co 1é vay”, 6ng Thomas noi. “Nhung hau
hét cac cay viét déu lam nhiing chuyén mau me
va mé tin ng6c nghéch. Bon nay gidng cau tha
béng chay ¢ diém do, Jimmy a. Va ai ¢4 thé tranh
cai voi mot nguoi da chin lan lién tiép la tac gia
ban chay nhéat cta New York Times ch?”

“Chau la Jamie”, t6i noi.

Liz lén tiéng, “Chi da ké cho nha vo dich day
ve bai phong van rdi, Tee oi. Han 1a di ké. Khong
thi théng bé tir doc. N6 doc gidi dién 1én duoc.
N6 biét trudc roi, vay thoi, vand—"

“Yén ling di”, me gat. Liz gio hai tay 1én, to y
dau hang.

Me budc dén bén canh t6i, nhin vao noi
ma d6i voi me chi la mét con duong soi khong
ngudi. Ong Thomas dang diing ngay trudc mit
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me, hai tay dé trong tii quan ngé. Cai quan rong
lung thung, va t6i hy vong dng dy khong choc tay
vao tii manh qua, vi t6i cam thdy hinh nhu 6ng
khong mdc quan 16t.

“Néi véi 6ng dy diéu ma me da bao con
noi di!”

Me mudn t6i néi véi 6ng Ay rang, dng phai gitp
chung t6i, khoéng thi 16p bang tai chinh méng dinh
ma hai me con da di trén d6 suét hon m¢t nam nay
sé vO ra va chang t6i sé chim xuéng mét dong no.
Con nita, cdng ty dang bat dau mat khach hang,
vi mét s8 tac gia ctia me biét rang chung t6i dang
gép rac r8i va c6 nguy co budc phai déng ctra. Lii
chudt bo trén chay khoi con tau dim - me goi ho
nhu vy, vao mdt dém ma Liz khong c6 mat, va
me da udng tdi ly ruegu thi tu.

Du sao thi t6i cling khong ban tam tdi
nhitng 10i cam ram d6. Nhirng nguoi chét phai
tra 10i cau hoi ctia ban - it nhat 1a truéce khi ho
tan bién - va ho phai néi that. Thé nén tdi vao
thang van de.

“Me mudn biét cudn Bi mit ctia Roanoke® nébi
vé cai gi. Me mudn biét toan bd cau chuyén. Bac

o biét toan bo cau chuyén khong a, bac Thomas?”

1" Nguyén van: The secret of Roanoke.
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“Di nhién r6i.” Ong &y choc tay vao tii quan
sau hon nira, va gio t6i c6 thé nhin thdy mot
duong 16ng nho nho chay ¢ gitta bung dng, bén
dwéi ron. Téi khdng mudn nhin, nhung van 1a
nhin thady. “Bac ludn ¢ da moi thit tredce khi viét
bdt cik thir gi.”

“Va gite tat ca trong dau bac?”

“Bac phai lam thé. Khong thi ké nao dé co thé
an trom mat. Tung lén mang. Tiét 1o trude diéu
gay kinh ngac.”

Né&u 6ng &y con sdng, cau tuyén bd nay han
sé c6 vé day tinh hoang twong. Chét rdi, 6ng chi
don gian la néu 1én mét sy that, hodc diéu ma
ong tin la sy that. Va nhé, t6i nghi 6ng ay 6 ly.
May ké 6m may tinh ltiic nao cling tiét 16 thi nay
thit kia trén mang, tat thay moi thi, tir nhitng thi
chan 6m nhu cac bi mét chinh tri, t6i nhitng diéu
thuc sw quan trong, nhw la diéu gi sé xay ra trong
phén cudi cung ctia Gidi md ky dn”.

Liz roi ra xa khoi t6i va me, ng6i xudng mot
cai ghé bang bén canh bé boi, vt chéo chan, va
cham mot di€u thudc. Co6 vé cb dy da tha trdi cho

sw dién khling tung hoanh. Véi t6i thi ching van

 Nguyén van: Fringe.
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deé gi. Liz ciing ¢6 nhitng mat t6t dep, nhung vao
sang hom do thi ¢6 ta that su chi gay can tro.

“Me mudn bac noéi cho chau hét tat ca”, toi
bao véi dng Thomas. “Chau sé k€ lai cho me, va
me sé Viét tap truyén Roanoke cudi cung. Me sé
noi la bac da giri cho me gan hét cudn sach trudc
khi qua doi, cing v6i nhiing ghi chép vé cach két
thuc ¢ cac chuong cudi.”

Né&u con sdng, 6ng &y han sé gam 1én truede 10i
goi y la d€ ai d6 hoan thanh cuén sach cua 6ng;
tac pham la tht quan trong nhét doi 6ng va tinh
chiém hitu ctia 6ng d6i véi nd la cuc 1on. Nhung
gio thi nhitng gi con lai ctia con nguodi ong dang
nam trén mot cdi ban ctia don vi lo liéu ddm ma,
& mdt noi nao d6 chang ai biét, trén ngurdi 1a quan
ngd khaki va cdi dai vang ma 6ng da deo khi viét
vai dong van cudi doi. Cai phién ban ngwoi dang
noi chuyén vdi t6i thi khéng con bo bo giir ctaa
hay c6 tinh chiém hitu gi v6i nhitng bi mat cta
ban than nira.

“C6 4y c6 thé lam dwoc khong?” la tat ca
nhiing gi 6ng ay hoi.

Me da dam bao vdéi t0i (va Liz) trén duong
t6i Cobblestone Cottage, 1a me thurc sy ¢6 thé lam

-97 -



SAU NAY

duogc. Regis Thomas kién quyét rang khéng mét
nguoi bién tap nao dugc phép lam do ban du chi
mot chit trong nhitng cau tr quy gid cta ong,
nhung sy that Ia me van bién tip cac cudn sach
ong viét ma khdng noéi gi véi 6ng - ngay tir hoi
bac Harry van con tinh tri va lo cong viée. Mot
vai thay déi cling kha lon, nhung 6ng &y chua
bao gio biét... hodc it nhat la chura bao gio néi gi.
Né&u c6 ai d6 trén doi nay c6 thé bat chudc van
phong cua dng Thomas, thi d6 chinh la me t6i.
Nhung vadn phong khong phai la van dé. Van dé
la cdu chuyén.

“Me c6 thé”, toi noi, bdi dap vay thi don
gian hon la thong bao cho 6ng 4y toan bd nhitng
diéu trén.

“Nguoi phu nit con lai 1a ai?”, 6ng Thomas
hoi, chi tay vé Liz.

“Po6 la ban ctia me chau. Tén c6 dy la Liz
Dutton.” Liz nhanh chéng ngang dau 1én, roi
cham thém mot diéu thudc nira.

“Va c6 ta lam tinh véi me chau a?”, ong
Thomas hoi.

“Khé chic chuyén la thé, vang.”

“Bac nghi vay. Theo cai cdch ho nhin nhau.”
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“Ong &y néi gi vay?”, me lo ling hoi.

“Ong dy hoi cé phai me va Liz la ban than
khéng”, t6i ddp. Hoi nham nhi, nhung la tat ca
nhitng gi toi co thé nghi ra trong nhat thoi. “Thé
bac c6 ké dugc cho bon nay biét vé Bi mit ciia
Roanoke khéng?”, toi héi 6ng Thomas. “Y chau
la ca cubn sach, chit khong chi phan néi vé bi
mat dau.”

”DUQC.”

“6ng néi duoc”, t6i bao me, va me 1ay ra dién
thoai di dong va mot cai may ghi am nho tir tai
xach caa minh. Me khong muén bé sot mot tw
nao ca.

“Bao voi 6ng ay la ndi chi tiét hét mirc c6 thé.”

“Me noi la—"

“Bac nghe thay c6 dy roi”, 6ng Thomas ndi.
“Bac day chét, nhung khong diéc.” Cai quan cua
Ong dy tut thap hon bao gio hét.

“Tuyét”, toi noi. “Nghe nay, c6 1é bac nén kéo
quan lén, bac Thomas a, khong thi ban nho bén
duwdi cua bac sé bi lanh.”

Ong &y kéo quan 1én, d& né ling lang & chd
héng xuong xau. “Troi lanh a? Bac khong thay
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thé.” Sau d6, khong hé thay d6i tong giong: “Tia
trong bat dau gia di roi, Jimmy.”

T6i khong budn nhic dng iy thém lan nita,
rang tén t6i khong phai 1a Jimmy. Thay vi lam
vay, t6i nhin vé phia me va troi a, me trong qud
thuc gia. D3 bat dau qua trinh &y. Tit ltic nao nhi?

“Doc truyén cho hai me con chau di”, t6i noi.
“Tie dau.”

“Khong thi tir dau nixra?”, 6ng Thomas dap.
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at mét tiéng rusi dong ho, va khi

chiing t6i xong viéc, toi mét 1 va toi

doan me ciling vay. Luc két thac, 6ng
Thomas tréng van y nhuw lac chiing ti bat dau,
van dimg d6 véi cai dai vang toi nghiép da tré
xudng bung m& va cai quan tut. Liz d xe giita
hai cai cdt chd cdng vao, @€ dén chép kéu blip
blip, d6 ¢6 1€ la mét y hay, vi tin tiec vé cai chét
ctia dng Thomas bat dau lan di, va mei ngudi dan
xuét hién d€ chyup anh Cobblestone Cottage. C6
dy co luc da quay lai d€ hdi xem chang t6i phai
mét bao lau nita, va me phdy tay xua c6 ay di,
bao cd hay di kiém tra hién truong xung quanh
hay gi d6, nhung nhin chung thi Liz van & lai chd
ching toi.

-101 -



SAU NAY

Viéc vira mét vira cing thang, vi tuong lai
cua chung t6i phu thudc vao cudn sach cta 6ng
Thomas. That bat cong voi toi khi phai gong ganh
tréch nhiém nay, khi méi chin tudi, nhung chang
con lya chon nao khac. Toi phai ldp lai cho me
moi diéu 6ng Thomas ndi - hodc diing hon 1a cho
cai may ghi am ctia me - va 6ng Thomas thi co rat
nhiéu thit d€ néi. Khi 6ng &y bao toi rang 6ng co
thé gitt moi thit trong dau, éng khong hé khoac
lac. Va me c¢ lién tuc dat cau hoi, chu yéu dé lam
18 hon. Ong Thomas khéng c6 vé ban tam (thuc
ra la chdng hé quan tam gi), nhung cdi cAch me
1am Ié m@ moi sy bat dau khién t6i cau. Hon nita,
miéng t6i kho khung khiép. Khi Liz dua cho t6i
c8c Coca con thira ctia ¢6 tir chd Burger King, toi
nudt xudng vai ngum sot lai va 6m co6 mét cai.

“Cam on cd”, téi noi, tra lai cai coc gidy.
“Chau can udéng nudc.”

“Khong ¢6 gi hét.” Liz trong khong con ve
chan nan nita. Gio ¢6 dy c6 vé tram ngam. Co6
khong thé nhin thdy éng Thomas, va t6i khong
nghi cd 4y hoan toan tin 6ng dy dang ¢ day, nhung
cd &y biét diéu gi dé dang dién ra, vi c6 dang
nghe thdy mét thing bé chin tudi tudn ra mot
¢t truyén phikc tap, véi su xuat hién cta ca chuc
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nhan vat quan trong va hon hai chuc nhan vat it
quan trong hon. O, va c6 ca mdt cude may mua
tay ba gitra George Threadgill, Purity Betancourt
va Laura Goodhugh - ¢ nay cudi cing dinh bau.
Laura khd s¢ luc nao ciing la ké xui xéo.

Khi phén tong két cia 6ng Thomas gan hét,
bi mat khong 16 ciing duoc tiét 16, cyc ky xuat
sdc. Toi s& khong ké cho ban biét dau. Hay doc
truyén va ty tim hiéu di. Day la néu nhu ban van
chua doc.

“Bay gio bac sé cho chau biét cau cudi cung”,
éng Thomas néi. Ong trong van tuoi tin nguyén
ven... mic du “twoi tdn” cé 1& khong phai la tir
chinh xac dé néi vé mét nguoi chét. Thuyc chit la
giong néi ctia éng bt dau nhé di. Chi mot chut.
“Boi vi bac ludn viét cdu d6 trude tién. La anh
sang soi duong dé€ bac cheéo thuyén hudng t6i.”

“Sap t6i la cau két”, toi bao me.

“Ta on gioi”, me noi.

Ong Thomas gio mét ngén tay 1én, nhir mét
dién vién thoi xwa chuan bi phat bi€u mét bai
dién vén hoanh trang. “’Vao ngay hom d6, mit
troi do bao pht khu dinh cue bj bo hoang, va cai tir
duoc khic timg khién bao thé hé chao dao, dang
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phat sang nhu thé dugc t6 mau: CROATOAN’
Bao c6 dy viét croatoan dudi dang chit in hoa
nhé, Jimmy.”

T6i bao lai vdi me, sau d6 toi hoi dng Thomas
xem chung t6i da xong viéc chura. Pung luc 6ng
dy ndi viéc da xong roi, toi nghe thay tiéng coi hy
danh gon ¢ tredc nha.

“Chua o0i”, Liz n6i, nhung khong hoang loan;
ma giéng nhu ¢ &y dang cho chuyén nay xay ra.
“Pén roi day.”

Cb6 kep huy hiéu ctia minh & thit lung va kéo
khéa chiéc parka xudng d€ moi nguoi c6 thé nhin
rd. Sau d¢, c6 dy di ra phia trudc nha va quay tro
vé véi hai canh sat. Ho cling mac parka, trén ao
c6 chit Canh sat Quan Westchester.

“Chim té, cdm kia”, 6ng Thomas 1én tiéng,
t6i khong hiéu cau ndi dy. Sau nay, khi toi hoi
me, me bao toi d6 la mét tir 1ong dugc dung te
nhitng nam 1950,

“Day la chi Conklin”, Liz néi. “Chj &y a ban ti
va la nguoi dai dién cua 6ng Thomas. Chj 4y nho
t6i dua chi dén day, vi chi s¢ rang ké nao d6 c6 thé

thira co ma trom mat mdy moén d6 luu niém.”

21 Cau gbc ma Thomas noi 1a “Cheese it, the cops”, ding dé chi
tinh hudng khan cap, thic giuc moi ngudi mau chay di.
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“Hodc la cac tap ban thao”, me téi b6 sung.
Cai may ghi am da an toan trong tti me va chiéc
dién thoai thi da ¢ tai sau cua quén bo. “Pich xac
la mét ban thao, tap sach cudi cung trong loat tiéu
thuyét ma 6ng Thomas dang viét dd.”

Liz thay cho me mét cai nhin y néi da rdi,
nhung me tdi van tiép tuc.

“Ong Ay vira viét xong, va hang triéu ngudi
s€ mudn doc. Toi cam thdy nhiém vu cua tdi la
phai dam bao rang ho c¢é co hoi dd.”

May tay canh sat khong c6 vé quan tam, ho &
day dé€ kiém tra can phong ma éng Thomas da &
khi qua doi. Cling nhu d€ chac chan nhimg ngudi
c6 mat & hién treong sd hitu ly do chinh dang dé
xudt hién ¢ day.

“Toi tin la 6ng &y chét & phong lam viéc”, me
toi noi, chi vé La Petite Maison.

“Um”, mot vién canh sat 1én tieng. “Chung
toi da duoc nghe diéu nay. Chung t6i sé kiém tra
chd &y.” Ong nay phai cti xudng, chdng hai tay
1én dau g8i d€ cham mat véi tdi; hdi d6 tdi khé la
tom tép. “Con trai, tén chau la gi?”

“James Conklin.” T6i nhin 6ng Thomas mot
cai chadm choc. “Jamie a. Pay la me chau.” Toi cam

tay me.
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“Hém nay trdn hoc di choi ha, Jamie?”

Trudc khi t6i ¢6 thé tra 101, me da chen ngang,
rat muot. “Toi thuwong d6n chau né khi thing
bé tan hoc, nhung hém nay t6i s¢ minh khéng
vé kip, nén chung t6i ghé ngang truong dé€ don
chau. Pung khéng nao, Liz?”

“Chinh xac”, Liz néi. “Cdc si quan, ching toi
chwa kiém tra phong lam viéc, nén t6i khong thé
noéi voi cac anh la né c6 bi khoa hay khong.”

“Nguoi giup viéc d€ clira mo véi cai xac
bén trong”, vién canh sat néi chuyén véi toi
1én tiéng. “Nhung ba dy da dua toi chia khoa
va chiang t6i sé khda ctra lai sau khi kiém tra
nhanh quanh phong.”

“Chau c6 thé néi véi ho 1a chang ¢6 am muru
nao ca”, ong Thomas noéi. “Bac day 1én con dau
tim. Pau nhuw quy am.”

T6i con lau méi néi. Téi chi mdi chin tudi,
nhung tudi nho khéng d6ng nghia véi 6c qua nho.

“C6 ca chia khéa mé cdng khdong?” Liz hai.
Co6 ay gio dang hét sitc chuyén nghiép. “Vi khi
chung t6i tdi thi cira mo.”

“Co6, va bon nay sé khda lai khi roi di”, vién
canh sat thit hai dap. “C6 xit ly t6t day, tham ti,
db xe & cdng.”
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Liz dang tay ra, nhu thé ndi dé chi la viéc
binh thuong thoi. “Néu cac anh xong viéc roi thi
chung t6i sé khong lam vudng chan nita.”

Si quan ndi chuyén vdi toi 1én tiéng, “Ching
toi can biét ban thao quy gid kia trong nhu thé
nao, ¢ dam bao rang né an toan.”

bay la mot pha béong ma me toi c6 thé do
dugc. “Ong Ay vira glri ban gdc cho ti vao tuin
truede. Qua mot cai USB. Toi khong nghi con ban
lwu nao dau. Ong Ay kha 1a s béng so gid.”

“Dung thé”, 6ng Thomas thira nhan. Cai
quan cua ong lai tut.

“Mumg la cac chi 6 day d€ trong chimng”, si
quan thit hai bao. Ong ta va nguoi con lai bét tay
me va Liz, va ca toi nita. Sau dé ho di theo con
duong rai soi d€ tdi cdn nha nho mau xanh 14, noi
ma ong Thomas da chét. Vé sau, toi phat hién ra
rat nhiéu nha van da chét trén ban lam viéc cta
ho. Hén 1a d4u hiéu lam viéc dién hinh ctia nguedi
nhém mau A.

“Dinao, nha vd dich”, Liz n6i. Co &y thi nim
tay toi, nhung toi khong cho.

“Dén dung bén bé& boi trong mot phut di”, toi
bao. “Ca hai ngwoi a.”

-107 -



SAU NAY

“Vi sao?”, me hoi.

T6i nhin me t6i theo cai cach ma t6i nghi la
minh chwra bao gi¢ nhin - nhu thé me qua xa
ngdc. Va ngay luc d6, t6i nghi me thuc sy ngdc.
Ca hai nguoi ho. DAy 14 chura k&' téi chuyén tho 16
dén phat cau.

“Vi me da co thi* me mudn va con can nodi
cam on.”

“Oi troi 0i”, me ndi, va lai dap vao 16ng may.
“Me dang nghi gi khong biét? Cam on, Regis.
Rét nhiéu.”

Me dang ndi cAm on véi mét bon hoa, thé nén
toi cam ldy canh tay me va quay me sang mét
bén. “Ong dy & day me nay.”

Me néi cam on mét lan nira, nhung ong
Thomas khong phan hdi. Ong khéong cé vé quan
tam. R6i me di téi chd Liz dang ding, bén canh
cai bé tréng khéng, c6 dang cham mot diéu
thudc khac.

To6i khong thure sw can ndi cam on, téi lac ay,
to6i da biét nhitng ngudi chét chang d€'y coc gi téi
nhitng thit nhw thé, nhung ma t6i van cam on.
Chi la phép lich su thdi, va bén canh do, tdi con
mudn mdt thi khac.
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“Ban ctia me chau”, t6i néi. “Liz dy?”

Ong Thomas khong néi gi, nhung 6ng nhin
vé phia c0 ta.

“Vé coban, c6 ta van nghila chau biara chuyén
nhin thdy béac. Y chau 13, cb &y biét c6 gi d6 ky cuc
da dién ra, vi khéng dita nhéc nao c6 thé bia duoc
ca mdt cau chuyén - nhan day, chdu khoai nhitng
chuyén da xay ra véi George Threadgill —”

“Cam on chau. Dang cho hén ta 1dm.”

“Nhung c6 dy sé€ tu ly giai chuyén theo cach
cua cO va dén cudi cung, cd sé lai nghi theo y
mudn cua minh.”

“CO ta s€ tim cach hop ly hoa.”

“Bac c6 thé noi vay.”

“Pung thé ddy.”

“Vay thi, cé cach nao dé€ bac cho c¢b ta biét la
bac & day khoéng a?” Té6i dang nghi tdi viéc ong
Burkett da gai lén ma khi ba vg hon 6ng &y.

“Bac khong biét. Jimmy, chau co6 biét gi vé
nhitng chuyén sé xay ra vdi bac tiép theo khong?”

“Chau xin 18i, bac Thomas. Chau khéng r3.”

“Béac nghi la minh phai ty tim hiéu r6i.”
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Ong di vé phia bé boi, noi dng sé khong bao
gi0 boi nita. Ai d6 c6 thé sé lam day bé khi nhiing
ngay am ap quay lai, nhung dén lac d6 thi 6ng da
bién mét 1au r6i. Me va Liz dang ndi chuyén khe
khé va cung hit chung di€u thudc cua Liz. Mot
trong nhitng diém t6i khong thich & Liz la cb ta
khién me toi hat thudc tro lai. Chi moét chat thoi,
va chi véi c6 dy, nhung ké ca thé.

Ong Thomas ding trudc Liz, hit vao mot hoi
sau, roi tho ra. Liz khéng ¢6 téc mai dé bi thoi
bay, ¢ budc chit téc ra sau dau thanh dudi ngua,
nhung c6 van nheo mit lai theo cai cach ma ta
van lam khi bi mét con gio thdi vao mat, va cd
giat lui lai. C6 dy suyt nita da ngad xudng bé boi,
toi nghi thé, néu me khong giit ¢0 lai.

Toi bao, “C6 c¢6 cdm nhan thdy khong?”
Cau hoi ngu ngdc, duong nhién la c6 roi. “Ong
Thomas day.”

Va nguoi dy gio dang budc ra xa khoi chung
t0i, tro lai noi 6ng lam viéc.

“Cam on Jan nita, bac Thomas!”, tdi goi. Ong
dy khong quay lai, nhung gio mét tay 1én véi toi
trude khi dut tro lai tai quan. Toi ¢d thé nhin thiy
10 cai khe mong ctia ong (d6 la cach dung tir ctia
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me khi nhin thdy mot ga mic quan b tré), va néu
ban thiy t6i néi nhiéu qua rdi thi, biét sao gio.
Chiing t&i da bat éng &y k€ lai - trong mét gio
dong ho! - tat ca nhitng gi ma éng phai t6n hang
théng troi méi nghi ra dugce. Ong Ay khong thé
ttr chdi, va diéu d6 cé 1€ cho dng cai quyén chia
mong vé phia ching toi.

Di nhién, ti la nguoi duy nhét ¢6 thé nhin.
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a dén lic noi vé Liz Dutton, nén ban

hiy &€ y nhé. Hay &€ mat toi cd ta.

C6 ta cao khoang mét mét bay, co me
toi, toc den dai ngang vai (néu c¢d khoéng budc lai
thanh mt tum dudi ngwa theo quy chuan cua
canh sat), va c0 ta s¢ hiru thit ma vai dira con trai
hoc 16p bon vdi t6i sé goi la - néu nhw bon no thye
su hiéu minh dang néi céi gi - mot “than hinh xi
khéi Itra”. C6 cudi dep va c6 mot ddi mat xam co
ban la &m 4p. Trir khi ¢6 n6i dién lén, vy d6. Khi
c6 ndi dién, d6i mat xam &y c6 thé héa lanh ngat
nhue mt ngay do tuyét thang Muoi mét.

T6i quy ¢6 vi ¢d ¢6 nhitng lac t6t bung, nhu
khi hong t6i kh6 khéc va c6 dua t6i phan Coca
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con thira tir tiém Burger King, ma khong can toi
phai hoi xin (me toi thi chi tap trung vao viéc thu
thap kj cang moi-thong tin tir cudn sach cudi
cung chua duoc viét cua 6ng Thomas). Ngoai ra,
thi thoang cd sé cho t6i mét chi€c 6 t6 Matchbox
d€ bo sung vao bd suru tap, va co nhitng luc co sé
ngoi xudng san nha dé choi cung toi. Doéi khi c6
Om tdi mot cai va xoa dau toi. D6i khi cd cu lét
cho t6i khi t6i phai hét 1én bao c6 dirng lai hodc
khong thi toi sé te ra quan...

Toi khong thich c6 vi ¢ nhitng lac, dac biét
la sau khi ching t6i téi Cobblestone Cottage, toi
ngang dau nhin 1én va phat hién ra c6 dang quan
sat toi nhu thé soi mét con be qua kinh hién vi.
Chéng c6 ti &m ap nao trong dbi mat xam ctia o
khi 8y. Hoic 12 ¢4 nhan xét rang phong t6i btra
bdn qua, ma ndi cho cong bang thi ding la né
thuong xuyén o trong trang thai dy, du cho me toi
chdng c6 vé ban tam. “C6 nhin ma nhttc ca mat”,
Liz sé phan thé, hoac 13, “Chdu dinh s6ng kiéu
nay ca doi ha, Jamie?” C6 cling nghi la t6i da qua
16n dé phai bat déen ngu, nhung roi me toi quyét
két thuc cudc ndi chuyén doé, chi bf?mg cach noi:
“Dé thang bé yén, Liz. S& dén luc n6 khong can
dé den nira.”
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Van dé 1on nhét la gi? Co ta cu6p di cwc nhiéu
sy quan tdm va yéu thuong tir me - nhitng diéu
ma toi ting duwgc nhdn. Rét 1du vé sau nay, khi
toi doc vai ly thuyét ctia Freud trong moét tiét hoc
tam ly & ndm hai dai hoc, t6i nhan ra rang hdi con
nho, t6i méc chiing badm me kinh dién nén da coi
Liz 1a mot doi thu.

O, vay day.

D1 nhién 1a t6i ghen ti, c6 nguyén do chinh
dang ca thoi. Toi khong c¢6 bd, tham chi khong
biét nguoi do la ga troi danh nao vi me khong
hé ké gi ca. Vé sau t0i phat hién ra me c6 ly do
d€ khong ké, nhung trudc day, tat ca nhiing gi toi
biét chi la “Hai me con minh chdng lai th€ gidi,
Jamie”, cho t6i khi Liz xuat hién. Va nhé diéu nay
nhé, toi cling dau duoc me danh toan tam toan y
truwoc khi Liz dén, vi me con qua ban biu véi viéc
giai cttu cOng ty sau khi me va bac Harry bi James
Mackenzie choi mét v§ (t6i khong wa ndi sy that
la han va t6i trung tén). Me ludn ¢8 do vang trong
mot déng bun, nudi hy vong gap dugc mot Jane
Reynolds nao d6 khac.

Toi cling phai néi ring, su yéu quy va ghét
bé gan nhu can bang nhau trong céi ngay chiing
t6i toi Cobblestone Cottage, vdi su yéu quy nhinh
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hon mét chit, vi it nhat bon ly do: xe hoi va xe tai
cua Matchbox khong ¢é dua dwoc dau, ngoi kep
gitta bon ho trén x6 pha roi xem Vu nd'lgn® rat la
vui va dé chiu, t6i muén quy mén ngudi ma me
toi quy mén, Liz khién me vui vé. Sau nay (lai cai
ttt nay), moi sy khong vui nhu thé nira.

Giang sinh nam ay dang la tuyét dinh. Toi
nhan dugc nhitng mén qua xuat sac tir ca hai
nguoi, va chang t6i c6 mot bira trwva sém sua tai
Chinese Tuxedo trudc khi Liz phai di lam. Boi vi,
b ndi 13, “Toi 4c khong nghi 18.” Vay nén me va
toi di téi noi o ¢t & Dai 16 Park.

Me van gitt lién lac vdi ong Burkett sau khi
chang t6i chuyén nha, va thinh thoang ba ching
toi lai gap nhau. “Vi 6ng ay ¢6 don”, me bao.
“Nhung con vi gi nita nhi, Jamie?”

“Vi chung ta quy ong nita”, toi noi, dé 1a sw thuee.

Chung toi an bira t6i Giang sinh & can ho ctia
ong (mén sandwich ga tay kem x6t nam viét quat
cua tiém Zabar’s), vi con gai 6ng song & bo Tay va
khong thé téi dugc. Sau nay toi biét thém nhiéu
diéu vé chuyén do.

Va vang, vi chung t6i quy 6ng.

2 Nguyén van: The Big bang theory.
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Nhu t6i da k€ vdi ban, 6ng Burkett that ra la
gido sw Burkett, va gio la giao su danh du, theo
t6i hiéu 1a bdi 6ng da nghi hiru nhung van cé thé
toi Dai hoc New York va thinh thoang 1én 16p cho
cai 16p siéu thong minh, giang vé van hoc Anh va
vin hoc chiu Au.

Du sao di nita, ngay ca khi khong c6 cao
luong my vi va moén rau chi don gian la ca rdt,
d6 van 1a mdt bita &n gon gang ngon miéng, va
lic sau con c6 nhitng mon qua nita. Toi tang 6ng
Burkett mét qua cau tuyét dé€ ong bo sung vao
b suu tap. Sau nay t6i phat hién ra d6 1a b suru
tap clia vo 6ng, nhung 6ng van tram trd véi mon
qua, cam on t6i va dat nd lén bé 10 suwoi cung vdi
nhitng qua cau khac. Me tdng 6ng mét cudn sach
day c6 tén 1a Tuyéhn tdp Sherlock Holmes v6i chii gidi
moi®, vi vao hoi ma 6ng chuwa nghi huu, 6ng c6
day mot mon goi la Trinh tham va gothic trong
chuyén nganh van hoc Anh.

C)ng Burkett taing me mot cai day chuyén c6
chd [6ng anh, dng bao né timg la ctia vy éng &y.
Me tir chdi va néi 6ng nén gil cai day lai cho con
gai. Ong Burkett ndi c¢6 Siobhan kia da nhan hét

nhitng mon trang stc quy gia caa Mona rdi, va

B Nguyén van: The new annotated Sherlock Holmes.
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bén canh d6, “Ké nao lo la thi quay vao 6 mat
luot théi.” Theo t6i doan, diéu nay c6 nghia la
néu con gai cua Ong (theo 4m thanh nghe duoc,
tdi nghi tén ¢6 ta la Shivonn) khong bo cong di ti
bo Dong, thi ¢d &y cling hét phéan. Toi kha la dong
y v6i dng, vi ai ma biét dugc co ta con cb thé dn
Giang sinh v6i b minh thém bao lan nita chui?
Ong gia hon ca Chua r6i. Hon nita, toi d& yéu
long trudc cac Ong b, vi ban than t6i khéng cé
bé. Toi biét, ngudi ta hay bao may dau thé nhung
nh¢ thit ma may chwa bao gio cd, cling dang that,
nhung t6i hiéu rd 1a minh van mong nhé gi do.

Moén qua ma t6i dugc nhan tir 6ng Burkett
cing la mot cudn sach. Hai muwoi truyén cd tich
khong lirgc bo*.

“Ch4u 6 hiéu khéng lwgc bé nghia la gi khong,
Jamie?” Mot ngay lam gido su, ca doi lam gido
si, thuc vay.

Toi lac dau.

“Chéu nghi 1a thé nao? Ong nghiéng vé phia
trwde, d€ hai ban tay to 16n xuong xau kep gitta
cap dui gay nhom, miéng no nu cuwoi. “Chau ¢
thé doan dya trén tén sach khong?”

% Nguyén van: Twenty unexpurgated fairy tales.
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“La khong bi kiém duyét? Kiéu nhu sach han
ché& d¢ tudi?”

“Chuén khéng can chinh”, 6ng néi. “Gidi 1dm.”

“T6i mong lakhong c6 qua nhiéu canh sex trong
sach”, me néi. “K§ néng doc ctia thang bé ngang
hoc sinh cap ba, nhung né méi chi chin tu6i.”

“Khong c6 sex, chi la mdy canh bao luic hay
ho kiéu xwa”, 6ng Burkett dap (tdi chwa ting goi
ong la gido sir vao nhitng ngay ay, vi nghe ct mau
me sao ay). “Vi du nhé, trong cau chuyén nguyén
goc vé Lo Lem, chau sé thdy trong sach, may
nguoi chi ké quy quyét—"

Me quay sang toi va ra vé thi tham, “Sép tiét
16 ndi dung truyén.”

Ong Burkett khong vi thé ma chin budc. Ong
dang hoan toan tién vao trang thai giang bai. Toi
cting khong phién, tha vi ma.

“Trong ban g&c, may ngudi chi k& gian ac cat
bét ngén chan minh d€ ¢8 géng di cho vira chiéc
giay thay tinh.”

“Eo oii!”, toi thot 1én theo cai 16i kinh qud vdy,
ké'chdu nghe tiép di.

“Va chiéc giay thuy tinh thyc ra dau c6 lam
ttr thay tinh dau, Jamie. Hinh nhuw ¢é sai sot vé
dich thuat va nham 1an nay da dwoc Walt Disney
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bién thanh mét tinh tiét bat hu, cai may dong hoa
truyén co tich d6. Chiéc giay thuc ra duoc lam tie
16ng soc.”

“Cha”, toi cam than. Khong thu vi bang viéc
ma&y ba chi k& cat ngén chan, nhung t6i mudn
ong dy ct tiép tuc.

“Trong truyén gbc vé Hoang ti Ech, cong
chuia khong ¢é hon con éch. Thay vao do, c6 ta—"

“Khong can ké nira”, me ndi. “C¢ dé th:?mg bé
doc truyén va ty tim hiéu.”

“Nhu thé ludn la t6t nhat”, 6ng Burkett dong
y. “Va c6 Ié chung ta sé cing ban luan, Jamie.”

Y éng la ong sé ban ludn vé cic cdu chuyén
con chdu thi laing nghe, tdi nghi, nhung thé cling
duoc thoi.

“Chang ta udng soécola néng nhé?”, me hoi.
“Ciing clia tiém Zabar’s va day la chd pha ngon
nhét. Téi c6 thé ham néng trong nhay mat.”

“Xong tdi di, Macduff”, dng Burkett dap. “Va
ké nao thot 1én ‘Ding lai di, du roi’ trudc sé bi
nguyeén rua.”? Nhu vay c¢é nghia 6ng dong y véi
% Toan by cAu nay trich to vd kich Macheth cia William
Shakespeare, 1a cdu noi cudi doi ciia Macbeth khi dbi dau véi
Macduff. Cach noi “x6ng tgi di, Macduft” (nguyén vin: “lay on,

Macduff”) ciing duge sir dung trong dai séng thuong ngay, véi
y néi hdy lam di, hidy ¢ ging hét sirc.
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161 cua me, va chung toi udng sdcbla néng kem
kem danh bong.

Trong ky tc cta toi, d6 la Giang sinh tuyét
nhat hoi con nho, tir nhitng chiéc banh kép trang
tri hinh 6ng gia Noel ma Liz lam vao ban sang,
t6i c6c s6cdla ndng & can ho ctia dng Burkett,
ngay trén hanh lang chung cu ma hai me con toi
tirng sdng. Pém giao thira ciing vui, du rang tbi
ngt thiép di trén di ving, ndm giita me va Liz,
trude khi qua cau anh sang roi xudéng. Moi thi
déu vui vé. Nhung vao nam 2010, cac cudc cai va
bat d4u nd ra.

Truwdéc ddy, gitta Liz va me t6i cling c6 nhitng
thir ma me goi la “cac cudc thao luén séi n6i”, chu
yéu la vé sach vo. Ho thich nhiéu nha van gidng
nhau (ho két than nho Regis Thomas, nhé chtt) va
cung c6 chung nhiéu bd phim yéu thich, nhung
Liz nghi me t6i qua tap trung vao cac yéu t6 nhu
doanh s0, khoan tién coc trudc va cac s6 liéu qua
khtt cua tac gia - thay vi ban than cadu chuyén.
C6 &y thuc ra con cuwdi vao mot vai tac pham ma
khach hang cta me viét, c6 goi chung la nhitng
thit “chua t6i tim van hoc”. Véi chuyén do, me
t6i phan ting rang chinh nhiing cay viét chura t6i
tam van hoc nay da giup me tra tién thué nha va
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dam bao dén dém van cé thé bat sang. Ddy la
chua ké téi viéc tra phi cho trung tim cham sdc,
cdi noi ma bac Harry dang ty¢ udp minh trong
nudc tiéu cua bac ay.

R6i nhitng cudc tranh luan dan dich chuyén
khoi dé tai sach anh phim truyén nhin chung
la ém dém, va trd nén gay git hon. Mot s8 lan
la vé chinh tri. Liz thich mét 6ng nghi no, John
Boehner. Me t6i goi ng ta la John Boner. Vai dira
ban toi goi trang thai “boner” la cing. Co 1€ y
me ¢ day la ong ta chuyén lam tro ngdc nghéch?,
nhung t6i khong nghi vay dau. Me nghi Nancy
Pelosi (m6t chinh khach khac, c6 1é ban biét tén vi
ba ta van con tai chikc) 1a mot nguoi phu nit ding
cam, dam lam viéc “& mdt cau lac bd danh cho
nam gi6i”. Liz thi nghi ba ta 1d miu nguoi ngd
ngan chuyén ung h$ chua nghia tu do.

Man tranh cai 16n nhét gitta hai nguoi ho vé
chinh trj la khi Liz ndi ¢6 &y khong that long tin
Obama sinh ra & My. Me goi ¢6 la d6 ngu phan
biét chung toc. Hai nguoi ho dang ¢ trong phong
ngu, déng ctra - day la noi ma hau hét cac cudc
2 Nguyén ‘vz'in:Tpull a boner”, nghia la lam nhimg viéc ngu
ngoc, sai 1am. Nhung cich néi nay dang it dugc dung vi hién

nay, khi néi ta1 “boner”, moi nguoi s€ lap tirc hiéu sang hinh anh
duong vit cuong cirng.
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cai va xay ra - nhung ho déu cao giong va t6i c6
thé nghe rd tirng tir du ngdi & phong khach. Tt
phut sau, Liz roi di, dong sam ctra Itc ra khoi
nha va khong quay lai sudt gan mot tuan sau dé.
Khi ¢6 &y tro lai, hai nguoi ho lam lanh. Trong
phong ngu. Déng ctra. Téi ciing nghe thdy, vi
man lam lanh kha la 6n ao. Rén ri, cwdi va 1o xo
givong cot két.

Ho con tranh luén vé nhitng muu lwoc chinh
tri nita, va day la chuyén xay ra it nam trudc
khi phong trao Nguoi Da den Dang duoc s6ng?
dién ra. P4y la mot d@ tai day dong cham véi
Liz, nhut ban c6 thé doan dugc. Me ché giéu thai
do ma me goi la “nghi ngo dua trén mau da”?,
va Liz thi néi ta chi ¢6 thé 1ap ho so nghi pham
néu cac dac diém duoc thé hién rd rang. (Khi d6
t6i khong hiéu, gio cling chwa hiéu.) Me noi néu
nguoi da den va ngudi da trang bi phat khi mac
cung mot tdi, thi nguoi da den sé€ phai nhan an
phat nang né nhat, trong khi thinh thoang dan
da trdng con chdng phai béc lich téi mot ngay.

27 Nguyén vin: Black Lives Matter, mdt phong trao hoat dong
qubc té, bit ngudn tir cong ddng ngudi My gbc Phi, chién dich
chéng lai bao lyc va phan biét ching téc co hé théng ddi véi
ngudi da den.

B Nguyén vén: racial profiling.
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Liz phan bac béng cach noi, “Chi c chi cho em
Dai 16 Martin Luther King ¢ mét thanh phd bat
ky di, va em sé cho chij thdy khu dan cw nao c6 ti
1¢ pham tdi cao.”

Céac cudc cdi va ngay cang nd ra sat nhau
hon, va ngay ca & d¢ tudi con non nét, toi da biét
mot ly do 16n dan téi chuyén &y - ho udng nhiéu
qua. Céc bita sang nong hoi, diéu ma me t6i ting
chuan bij hai hodc tham chi la ba lan mét tuan, da
it xudt hién hon nhiéu. To6i roi khoi phong minh
vao budi sang va ho van ngdi kia, méc nhirng
chiéc 4o choang tdm gidng nhau, gl lung 6m tach
ca phé, mt nhot nhat va mat do ngu. Sé c6 ba,
do6i khi bdn, chai rugu da can trong thung rac,
kem theo may mau thudc 1a trong chai.

Me tdi sé bao, “Ty 18y nudc qua va ngii coe di
Jamie, con me sé thay d6.” Va Liz s€ bao t6i diing
c6'6n a0 vi aspirin van chua phéat huy cong hiéuy,
dau c6 dang nut ra, va cd sé phai di diém danh
hodc phai tdi hién treong gidm sat hoac lam mot
cong viéc nao d6 khac. Du sao thi cling khong
lién quan toi Iyec luong ddc nhiém ctia Thumper,
c6 khong phai thanh vién ddi nay.

To6i uéng nuoc qua va an ngii cdc, yén lang
nhu mot con chudt, trong nhitng budi sang nhu
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vay. Khi me da thay d6 va sdn sang dat toi tSi
tredng (tang 10 binh luan cta Liz, rang t6i gio da
du 16n dé tu di hoc), thi me cling dan tinh tao lai.

Tat ca nhitng chuyén nay la diéu binh thvong
d6i voi toi. Toi khong nghi thé gidi duoc dinh
hinh r6 rang hon trudce khi ban du muoi lam hay
muoi sau tudi. Trede mde dd, ban chi don gian la
ti€p nhan moi thir minh duoc cho va cit thé ma
s6ng. Canh tuong hai ngudi phu nit van con hoi
men, gdp nguodi ngdi 6m cdc ca phé chi don gian
1a cAch tbi bat dau mot vai budi sang - va cudi
cung thi rat nhiéu budi sang déu dién ra trong
khung canh nhu vay. T6i tham chi khong d€ y
thdy mui ruou da ngdm dan vao moi tha. Mot
phan nao d6 trong tdi han da d€'y, béi nhiéu ndm
sau nay, khi t6i 1én dai hoc, khi dira ban song cting
lam d6 mét chai Zinfandel ra phong khach trong
can hg nho caa chung t6i, moi thit lién quay tro
lai va toi nhu bi tang vao mat. Mai toc rdi tung
ctia Liz. D6i mat tréng rong ctia me. Viéc tdi hoc
duoc cach ddng lai cai ta bép cat ngii cdc sao cho
thdt chdm va thdt ém.

T6i bao véi ban cung phong la t6i sé xudng
ctra hang 7-Eleven d€ mua mét bao thudc (vang,
cudi cung thi t6i lai hoc theo céi théi xau do),
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nhung thuc chat 1a t6i chi mudn tranh xa cai mui
kia. Néu chon gitta viéc nhin thdy nguoi chét - 3,
t6i van nhin thay ho - va nhé lai nhitng ky tc
song day cung mui ruou bi d6 ra phong, thi toi sé
chon nhitng nguoi chét.

Ludn chon th€, du hém nay c6 1a ngay nao

trong ca cai tuan chét tiét.
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Roanoke, luén dé€ chiéc may ghi am

dang tin cay bén canh minh. M4t [an,
toi héi me viéc viét cudn sach cua 6ng Thomas
c6 gidng vé mot birc tranh khong. Me suy nghi
va bao viéc nay gidng tro té6 mau theo s6 cho
tredc hon, khi ban chi can lam theo cac huéng
dan va cudi cling ra duoc mét thanh pham “da
dé dong khung”.

Me thué mét trg ly d€ minh cé thé danh gan
nhu toan bg thoi gian cho viéc viét lach. Vao mot
[an dua t6i tdi truong - d6 1a thoi di€m duy nhat
me c6 chat khong khi trong lanh vao giai doan
mua déng 2009 vat sang 2010, me bao vdi toi 1a
me khong c6 tién thué trg ly, nhung cling khong
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thé khong thué dugc. Barbara Means vira mdi
t5t nghiép chuyén nganh tiéng Anh & Vassar, sén
long dam duwong nhitng nhiém vu vat va & van
phong véi mie lwong beo bot dé tich liy kinh
nghiém, va chi ta thiyc ra kha gioi nén giap ich rat
nhiéu. T6i thich d6i mét xanh lyc to tron cia chi,

chang rat dep.

Me viét, me viét lai, me gan nhuw chi doc cac
tap truyén Roanoke trong nhiing thang d6, mudn
ddm minh vao van phong cua Regis Thomas. Me
ldng nghe giong néi clia tdi. Me tua nguoc lai va
tua tién tdi. Me dan dan td kin bic tranh. Mot
dém no, khi hai nguwoi da uéng kha kha rwou o
chai thit hai, t6i nghe thdy me bao Liz réng, néu
me phai viét thém mét cau nira chtta may cum
tir kifu nhu “bd nguc cing tron san chac véi doi
nam vu hong hao”, thi me sé phat dién mat. Me
cling phai xt¢ ly cac cudc goi cong viéc - mdt cudc
tir muc Page Six cua t& New York Post - vé tinh
hinh tap truyén cudi cung cua Thomas, vi mdt
dong tin don dang bay la ta t& tung. (Tat thay
nhitng diéu nay tr¢ lai day s6ng dong trong tam
tri t6i, khi Sue Grafton qua doi ma khong viét
kip cudn sach cudi cung cua ba, trong loat truyén

-127 -



SAU NAY

trinh tham dwoc dat tiéu dé theo bang chit cai.)
Me néi la me ghét bon néi déi.

”A, nhung ma chi thi néi d&i rat giéi”, t6i nhé
Liz da noi thé, vay la co ta nhan vé mét anh nhin
lanh 1o tir me - thit xuét hién ngay cang nhiéu
hon trong nam cudi cung hai ngwoi ho con gii
quan hé.

Me cling néi d6i bién tap vién ctia Regis, noi
v6i ¢6 ta la Regis da hudng dan me khéng lau
trude khi 6ng qua doi, rang ban thao Bi mét phai
duoc gitr kin, khong cho bat cit ai biét (di nhién la
trit me ra) cho t6i nam 2010, “dé tich lity s quan
tam ctia doc gid”. Liz nhan xét ban thao hoi bi non
tay, nhung me lai bdo né sé thanh céng. “Dang
nao thi Fiona ciing chdng bao gid bién tap”, me
néi. Me dang nhdc t6i Fiona Yarbrough, bién
tap vién cua Doubleday, bén xudt ban cho 6ng
Thomas. “Céng viéc duy nhat ctia ¢d ta 1a viét cho
Regis mot birc thu sau khi ¢6 ta nhan dugc mot
ban thao méi, d& n6i véi 6ng rang [an nay éng lai
thé hién t6t hon chinh minh truede kia.”

Khi cudn sach rét cudc ciing duoc gai di, me
danh ra mét tuan d€ sdn sang cdm cau véi moi
nguoi (t6i cting khéng ngoai 1¢). Me cho Fiona
goi t6i va noi, Regis diu cé viét cudn sdch nay, doc
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ching gidng dng ta chiit nao, t6i nghi cd moi la nguwoi
viél, Tia g. Nhung cudi cung thi moi si cling On.
Fiona khong hé doan ra hodc 1a ¢6 ta ciing chiang
ban tdm. Chic chan la nhimg ngudi phé binh
ciing chang thé doan dwoc gi khi cudn sach duwoc
nhanh chéng dwa vao quy trinh xuét ban va ra

mat vao mua thu nam 2010.

To Publishers Weekly: “Thomas d€ danh diéu
tuyét nhat cho khoanh khac cudi cing!”

Kirkus Reviews: “Fan ctia nhiing cudn sach da
st pha yéu t0 lang man néng bong sé mét [an nira
dugc sung sudng thoa thue.”

Dwight Garner, nhan xét trong t& New York
Times: “Thit van chuong u€ oai 1é budc khong mui
khong vi nay dich thuc la cia Thomas. N6 gan
nhu teong duwong dong thitc an trong mot bira
buffet tai mot nha hang dang ngo noi Ié duong.”

Me chéng ban tam t6i may 10i binh luédn, me
ban nghi vé khoan tién dugc tra trudc khong
[6 va phan tién ban quyén tir nhiing tap truyén
Roanoke trudc day. Me cau nhau kich liét vé
chuyén chi nhan dwgc muoi 1am phan tram trong
khi phai viét ca tac pham, nhung me tra thu mot
cach nhe nhang khi thu hét khoan nay cho ban
than minh, “Vi chi xitng dang”, me noi.
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“Em khéng chic nha”, Liz bao. “Nghi tht
xem, Tee, chi thuec ra chi la thu ky théi. Co6 1€ chi
nén danh khoan tién ay cho Jamie.”

Liz lai nhan dugc mot cai nhin lanh 1éo khac
tlr me, nhung t6i nghi Liz ¢d ly cta cd. Thyc tinh
la khi ban thic sy soi xét, ké ca toi cling chi 1a thu
ky thdi. D6 van 1a cudn sach ctia dng Thomas, du
1a 6ng c6 chét hay khong.
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cling da ké cho ban vai ly do vi sao t6i

quy Liz, va c6 18 van con vai nguyén
nhan nita. T6i da ké cho ban moi ly do vi sao toi
khong thich Liz, va han cling con vai nguyén nhan
khac t6i chua ké. Diéu ma t6i chua tung nghi toi
cho to1 mai vé sau nay (i, lai la tir d0), la c6 thé
¢ ta khong thich #6i. Vi sao t6i lai phai nghi thé
co chi? T6i da quen dugc yéu thuong, dén mic
gan nhu nhon véi diéu do. Toéi dugc me yéu va
cac giao vién cling mén toi, nhat 1a cd6 Wilcox,
cd giao day t6i hdi 16p ba, c6 da dm toi va noi
sé nho toi khi hét nam hoc. Hai ngudi ban than
Frankie Ryder va Scott Abramowitz cting quy t6i
nita (mdc du, di nhién, chung toi ching hé noéi
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ra miéng hay tham chi 1a nghi t6i chuyén ay).
Va dung quén Lily Rhinehart, ngueoi da hon 1én
miéng t6i mot cdi that kéu. Ban dy con tdng toi
mot tdm thiép Hallmark trude khi t6i chuyén
truong. Bén ngoai tdm thiép la mot cha ché con
bubn rau va bén trong thiép la dong chitr TO SE
NHO CAU VAO MOI NGAY CAU O XA TO. Ban
ay ky tén vao thi€p, vé mot trai tim nho trén chit
i. Kém theo nhitng dau x va o nita.

Liz it nhat cling ting quy t6i, it nhat la
trong mot khoang thoi gian, tdi chéc chin nhu
vay. Nhung diéu &y bat dau thay d6i sau vu
Cobblestone Cottage. D6 la khi 6 ta ta bat dau
coi toi nhuw mot ke ky di. Téi nghi - khong, toi biét
- @6 1a khi Liz bat dau sg t6i, va that khé dé yéu
quy diéu ma ban so hai. C6 1€ 1a khong thé.

Maic du ¢d ta nghi chin tudi la da dua 16n roi,
va toi c6 thé ty di tir nha dén truong, Liz thinh
thoang van dén don téi thay cho me, néu nhuw
Liz dang trong khoang thoi gian ma c6 goi la “ca
lam viéc quay vong”, bat dau ltic bon gid sang va
két thuc vao gitta trira. Pay la ca lam viéc ma cac
tham t&r mudn né xa, nhung Liz lai phai nhan ca
nay kha thuong xuyén. D6 lai la mét diéu khac
ma khi &y tdi chua titng thic méc, nhung sau nay
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(tir nay lai xudt hién roi, & t t, vang vang vang),
toi nhan ra 1a m&y ngudi cip trén cling chang quy
mén cd ta 1am. Hoéc la khong tin twdng. Diéu &y
chéng lién quan gi téi m&i quan hé gitta ¢6 ta va
me t6i. Khi nhic tdi sex, S Canh sat New York
cing chi tién vao thé ky 21 mot cach cham chap.
Van dé cling khong ndm & viéc ruou che, vi cd
ta dau phai vién canh sat duy nhat mé say sua.
Nhung mdt s6 nguoi ting lam viéc véi cb ta bét
d4u nghi ngo rang Liz 1a mot tay cdm ban. Va -
tiét 16 trudc ndi dung day! - ho da ding.
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0i can phai ké cho ban hai Jan ma Liz
dén t6i sau gio hoc. Trong ca hai [an, c6
ta déu lai xe t6i - khong phai chiéc xe ma
chiung t6i dung d€ di dén Cobblestone Cottage,
ma la xe ca nhan cta c0 ta. Lan dau la vao nam
2011, khi ¢8 van cdp vGi me. Lan hai la vao ndam
2013, khoang mdt nam sau khi ho chia tay. Téi sé
ké vé vu d6, nhung gio thi xt ly chuyén nay da.
Ngay hom d6, thang Ba, t6i roi khoi treong
véi chiéc ba 16 ling lang mot bén vai (giéng cach
ma nhiing ciu bé 16p sdu ngau ngau van lam),
va Liz da cho t6i 6 Ié duwong, trong chiéc Honda
Civic. C6 ddu xe ¢ phan dudng c6 son vang, theo
18 thuong thi chd d6 1a danh cho nhitng nguoi
tan tat, nhung cd da c6 mot tdm bién nho dé chix
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CANH SAT LAM NHIEM VU réi... Ban c6 thé
néi rang, du cho tdi m&i chi Ia mdt dira tré mudi
mot tudi, thi chi tiét nay cling phai giup t6i ngd ra
mot phan nao d6 vé nhan cach caa cd ta.

Toi vao xe, cd khong chun mii trude cai mui
khoi thube 1a da am lau ngay, ma ngay ca moén d6
lam thom khong khi ¢6 hinh cay thong dang treo
¢ kinh chi€u hau kia cling khong thé gidu di ndi.
Luac &y, nho vao Bi mdt ctia Roanoke, chung toi da
c6 dugc can h cua riéng minh va khong can phai
sdng ¢ van phong cong ty nita, thé nén téi nghi
minh sé dugc chd vé nha, nhung thay vi thé, Liz
lai 1ai xe vé hudng trung tam thanh phd.

“Chung ta dang di dau thé?”, t6i hoi.

“Dao choi mot chit, nha vo dich a”, ¢6 ta dap.
“Chau ctr cho xem.”

Day la chuyén dao choi tdinghia trang Woodlawn
¢ Bronx, noi yén nghi cudi cung ctia Duke Ellington,
Herman Melville va Bartholomew “Bat” Masterson,
cung véi nhitng ngudi khac. Toi biét ho vi da tién
hanh tra ciru, va sau nay t6i ¢ viét mot bao cao vé
Woodlawn d€ nfp cho truong. Liz tién vao tu Dai
16 Webster va sau d6 c di chuyén cham chap trén
nhitng con duong trong nghia trang. Tha vi, nhung
viéc nay cting kha déang so.
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“Chau c6 biét c6 bao nhiéu nguoi dwoc chon o
day khong?”, c6 ta héi, va khi toi lac dau thi cb tiép
tuc: “Ba tram nghin. [thonsddan & Tampa, nhung
khong it hon nhiéu. C6 da doc trén Wikipedia.”

“Tai sao chung ta lai & day? Clng thua vi a,
nhung chau con bai tap phai lam.” Téi khong
ndi déi nhung bai tap thuc ra chi can lam ¢& nira
tiéng dong ho 1a xong. Hém dé la mét ngay nang
ruc rd va cd ta trong cing binh thuong - chi la
Liz, ban ctia me thoi ma - nhung ké ca vay, day la
mot chuyén dao choi hoi bi kinh di.

C6 ta hoan toan tang 1o chi tiét bai tap. “Moi
nguoi ¢t dwgc chon & day sudt. Nhin sang bén
trdi cua chau di.” C6 ta chi tay va giam t6c do
tir khoang bdn chuc cdy sd trén gid xudng mirc
chi du d& di chuyén. O noi ¢6 chi téi, nguoi ta
dang dimg quanh mot ¢b quan tai dit bén mot
cai huyét ma. Mét ai do kiéu nhue muc sw ding
¢ dau cai huyét, tay dang md mot cudn sach. Toi
biét dng ta khong phai la gido si Do Thai, vi ong
khong ddi cai mu dac trung.

Liz dimg xe. Khéng ai dy tang 1 d& y. Ho
dang chim ddm trong bat ké thir gi ma muc su
dang néi.
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“Chau nhin thay nguoi chét”, ¢6 noi. “Co
cong nhan. Khé ma khong c6ng nhan, sau nhiing
gl xay ra & nha Thomas. Chau c6 nhin thay ai ¢
day khong?”

“Khong a”, t6i dap, bon chén hon bao gio
hét. Khong phai vi Liz, ma vi t6i vira nhan dugc
thong tin rang bao quanh chiing t6i hién c6 ba
tram nghin thi thé. Ngay ca khi t6i bi€t nguoi chét
sé ra di chi sau vai ngay - cing 1dm la mét tuin,
thi tdi van nghi t&i canh nhin thdy ho ding bén
mo ctia minh, hodc la ding ngay trén mé. Roi ¢
16 ho sé d6 don vé chung t6i, nhu mét canh phim
zombie gém ghiéc.

“Chéu c6 chac khong?”

T6i nhin vé phia dam tang (hodc nhiing
ngudi 1am 16 bén mo phan, hodc tly cach goi cua
ban). Muc su han da bat dau cau nguyén, vi tat ca
nhitng nguoi dua tang dang cti dau. Tat ca ho,
trir mot ngudi. Ong ta chi diéng d6 va nhin 1én
bau troi mot cach ho hiing.

“Cai nguoi mac com 1é xanh bién dé¢”, cudi
cung tdi cling 1én tiéng. “Cai nguoi khong deo ca
vat. Ong ta c6 1é da chét, nhung chau khong chic
duoc. Néu khong c6 van dé sai trai gi xay ra khi
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ho chét, khi khong c6 gi 107 ra ngoai, thi ho trong
gan nhu y hét nhitng nguoi khac.”

“C6 khoéng nhin thdy nguoi dan ong nao
khéng deo ca vat”, Liz noi.

“Q), vay duoc roi, ong ta di chét.”

“Ho ¢4 ludn t6i 1é tang cia minh khdng?”,
Liz hoi.

“Lam sao chau biét dugc? Day la lan ddu chau
t6i nghia trang, Liz. Chau da nhin thdy ba Burkett
¢ dam tang cua ba ay, nhung chau khong biét &
nghia trang thi sao, vi me va chdu khong tham
gia tdi tan luc d6. Hai me con chau da vé nha.”

“Nhung chau nhin thy 6ng ta.” C6 ta chdm
chdm nhin v& ddm nguodi dwa ma nhu thé mat
hén. “Chau c6 thé di téi chd kia va ndi chuyén
v6i Ong dy, theo cai cach chau da néi chuyén véi
Regis Thomas vao ngay hom dé.”

“Chéu khong di téi chd kia dau!” Toi khong
mudn ké la minh da la 1én oai 0di, nhung ciing
gan nhu vay day. “Truedc mat tat thay ban be cua
ong ta sao? Trudc mat vo va con cai 6ng ay? Co
khong thé ép chdu lam vay!”

“Xudi di nao, nha vo dich”, ¢6 ta ndi, xoa dau
t6i. “Co chi dang ¢ sép xép lai van dé. Lam sao
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ma dng ta téi day duoc, chdu nghi xem? Vi han la
ong ta khong goi Uber r61.”

“Chau khong biét. Chau mudn vé nha.”

”Sép 16i”, Liz dap, va chiung tdi tiép tuc di
cham cham trong nghia trang, di qua nhitng ngodi
mo cd dai va khoang mét ti bia mé thong thuong.
Trong qua trinh d6, chiing tdi di ngang qua ba 18
tang khéc, hai ddm quy md nhé nhu 1& tang dau
tién, khi ngdi sao ctia budi trinh dién ciing tham
gia ma khong bi nhin thdy, va mét dam hoanh
trang, voi khoang hai tram nguoi tap trung &
suon d6i va nguoi chu tri (c6 doi mii cia gido i,
cong thém mot cai khan trong ngau phét) thi st
dung micro. Lan nao Liz ciing hoi liéu t6i ¢é nhin
thdy cai nguoi qua doi khong, va Ian nao t6i cling
bao vai cd la toi hét stikc mu mo.

“Chau chic sé khong néi cho c6 di1 cé nhin
thay”, c6 ta néi. “Co biét la chau dang cau nhang.”

“Chau khong c6 cau nhdng.”

“C6 ddy, va néu chdu k€ vodi Tee la ¢6 dua
chau t6i day, chac bon nay sé cai nhau. C6 khong
nghi 1a chdu sé bao me rang ching ta di &n kem,
chau co thé bao thé khéng?”

Ltc day chung ti da sap quay trd lai Dai 16
Webster va tdi dan thdy kha hon. Ty nhit rang Liz
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td mo ciing phai thdi, ai ma chang to mo. “Cé thé 1a
duoc, néu cd thuc sw mua cho chau mét cay kem.”

“Put 1ot! Do 1a téi Hang B day!” Co6 ta bat
cudi, xoa dau t6i mét céi, va ching toi co ban la
vui vé tré lai.

Chuang t6i roi khoi nghia trang va t6i nhin
thdy mét phu nit tré mdc vdy den dang ngoi trén
bang ghé dai, cho xe buyt. Mot ¢6 bé mac vay
trang va di d6i giay den béng dimg canh ngudi
phu nit. C6 bé nay c6 mai toc vang hoe, d6i ma
héng hao va mot cdi 16 & hong. Toi vay tay véi
¢ bé. Liz khong thay t6i lam vay, ¢6 ta dang doi
xe di van dé co thé ré. T6i khong ké véi co ta vé
diéu minh nhin thdy. T6i hom d¢, Liz roi di sau
bira t6i, dé& di lam hodc dé€ tré vé nha cua co, va
t0i suyt nira da k€ chuyén cho me. Cudi cung thi
toi khong ké. Cudi cung, t6i git lai hinh anh c6 bé
téc vang cho riéng minh. Sau nay, t6i nghi rang
c4ild & cd hong xuét hién la vi ¢6 bé bi hoc thirc
&n va nguoi ta phai cat hong ra dé c6 bé c6 thé
tho, nhung da qua mudn. C6 bé ding canh me
cta minh va nguoi me khong biét gi. Nhung toi

thi biét. Khi toi vay tay véi cd bé, cd &y da vay lai.
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hi chung t6i dang an kem ¢ Lickety

Split (Liz da goi cho me t6i dé bao véi

e la chung t6i di dau, lam gi), Liz cat

tiéng: “Han la chdu thay khac thuong lam, vé

diéu ma minh c6 thé lam. That ky di. Chuyén ay
khéng khién chau s¢ sao?”

T6i dinh héi nguoc lai co, rz‘?mg liéu c6 co s¢
khong khi nhin 1én troi vao budi dém, thay nhirng
ngdi sao va biét rang moi sw ctt ti€p dién nhu thé
mai mai, nhung roi t6i ching budn néi. Toi chi
dap, khoéng a. Ban dan quen véi nhitng chuyén
to tat. Ban coi d¢ la 1é duong nhién. Ban c6 thé
c6 khong roi vao trang thai &y, nhung ban van sé
nhu vay. Cé qua nhiéu diéu ky la, chi vay thoi. O
khép moi noi.
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0i sé som k€& cho ban biét vé mét dip
nira ma Liz d6n t6i sau gio hoc, nhung
trudc tién, t6i phai ké vé cai ngay ma ho
chia tay. D6 la mot budi sang dang so, tin toi di.
Hom &y, t6i thitc ddy trudce ca khi dong ho
béo thitc kéu vang, vi me dang quat thao am nha.
Trudc kia t6i titng nghe thady me ndi dién, nhung
chwa bao gio dién tdi mirc dy.
“Em mang tht kia vao can hd? Noi ma chi
song vai con trai?”
Liz dap lai gi d6, nhung giong cb ta chi to hon
tiéng Iam bam mot chut xiu va t6i khong nghe ndi.
“Em c6 nghi chuyén dy anh hwong tdi chi
khong?” Me hét 1én. “Trong mdy cai phim canh
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sat, do la thtt ma ho sé bao la mgt lwong nghiém
trong! Chi cé thé phai ngdi tu vi tdi tong pham!”

“Pung c6 thai qua thé”, Liz néi. Da 16n tiéng
hon. ”Khoéng bao gio c6 chuyén—"

“Vin dé khong phdi vay!” Me hét. “N6 & day!
N6 van dang & day! Trén cai mit ban ctia ng bén
canh cdi bat duwong ciia no! Em mang ma tay vao
nha cua chi! Mt livgng nghiém trong!”

“Chij c6 thé ngirng ndi vay dugc khong? Day
dau phai mét tap phim Ludt phdp va trdt tu®.”
Gio thi Liz cling da cao giong. NGi dién. Toi dang
ding, mot tai ép vao canh ctta phong ngu, di
chan tran va mic d6 ngu,, tim bat dau dap thinh
thich. Day khong phai mét cudc thao luan, tham
chi khong phai mdt man tranh cai. Pay la cai gi
d6 16n hon thé. Té hon thé. “Néu nhu chj khong
mo vao tui cia em—"

“Luc soat do cua em, do la diéu em nghi ha?
Chi dang c6 lam on cho em! Chi dinh mang céi ao
khoac dong phuc cua em tdi tiém gidt ui, cung
v6i cai chan vdy 16ng ctru cta chi. N6 da ¢ dé bao
lau roi?”

“Modi thoi. Ga chu cia né dang khong 6 thanh
phd. Han sé quay lai vao ngay m—"

2 Nguyén van: Law and order.
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“Bao ldu r6i?”

Mot [an niva, ciu tra 10i ciia Liz qua nho dé€ toi
c6 thé nghe duoc.

“Thé tai sao lai mang noé téi day? Chi khong
hiéu. Tai sao khong cat n6 & cai két dung sung
chd em ?”

“Em khong...” C6 ta dung lai.

“Khong gi?”

“Khong thuce su ¢c6 mot cai két dung suing. Va
tda nha chd em vira xay ra vai vu d6t nhap. Véi lai,
em sé & ddy ma. Chung ta dinh & véi nhau ca tuan.
Em nghi nhu vy sé giup em d3 phai di chuyén.”

“Giup em d6 phdi di chuyén?”

Liz khong phan hoi vdi cau nay.

“Khong c6 két dung sung ¢ can hd cta em.
Em con néi d6i chi bao nhiéu chuyén nita?” Giong
me khdng con c6 vé dién tiét. It nhat 13 khong
phai ngay lic &y. Me nghe nhu bi ton thuong.
Nhu thé me mudn khoc. T6i mudn budce ra ngoai
va bao Liz d€ me mdt minh, ngay ca khi me la
nguoi gy sy vi da tim ra cai thit dy - bat ké nd la
gl - v&i mot lwgng nghiém trong. Nhung ma toi van
chi dtng d6, lang nghe. Va run riy nita.
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Liz lai [am bam thém gi do.

“Pay c6 phai la ly do em gap rac r6i ¢ s&
khong? C6 phai em cling st dung va... chi khéng
biét, van chuyén dd? Phin phoi 462"

“Em khong dung va em khong phan phdi!”

“Pugc roi, em chuyén né cho nguoi khac.”
Me lai cao giong. “Pdi véi chi thi nghe gidng nhw
phén phdi.” Sau d6, me quay trd lai chi tiét khién
me that sy 16i 1én. O, khong phai thit duy nhat,
nhung ma la thit khién me nhiic dadu nhat. “Em
mang dd vao cin hf cia chi. Noi con trai chi song.
Em khda sung trong xe ctia em, chi ludn luon tin
thé, nhung gio thi chi tim th&y hon chin tram gram
cocain trong ti ao khoac ctia em.” Me thuc ra con
bat cuoi, nhung khong phai theo ki€u nguwoi ta
cuoi khi ¢6 chuyén vui. “Ti 4o cinh sdt cia em!”

“DPau phai chin tram gram dau.” Nghe co6 vé
hon doi.

“Chi day da 16n 1én bang viéc can thit & cho
cua bd”, me bao. “Chi biét thé nao la chin tram
gram khi cam luong d6 trong tay.”

“Em sé dwa no ra khoi day”, Liz ndi. “Ngay
bay gio.”
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“Lam thé di, Liz. Ngay lap tirc. Va em ¢6 thé
quay lai thu don d6 ctia em. Hen trudc. Khi ¢ chi
0 ddy con Jamie thi khéng. Néu khéng, ding bao
gio quay lai.”

“Chi khong thuc sy c6 y d6 dau”, Liz noi,
nhung du chi nghe qua ctra, t6i cling c6 thé nhan
ra c¢6 ta khong hé tin vao chinh nhitng 16i minh
dang noi.

“Chi hoan toan ¢é y nhu vay ddy. Chi sé ban
phudc cho em va khong bao lai nhitng gi chi da
tim thay cho tay déi trudng giam sat em, nhung
néu nhue em con mét [an nira tho cai mét toi day
- ngoai trit mot [an duy nhét em t6i d€ thu dong
rac caa minh - thi chi sé bao canh sat. Chi dam
bao ddy.”

“Chi dang ném em ra khéi day day a? Thatsu?”

“That. Cam ldy ma ty ctia minh ma cat di.”

Liz bat dau khéc. That khing khiép. Roi sau
khi c6 ta di mat, me bt dau khéc va diéu nay con
té hon ntra. T6i di ra, budc vao bép va 6m me.

“Con da nghe dugc bao nhiéu r6i?”, me hoi,
va trudc khi t6i c6 thé ddp, me ty tra loi: “Tat
ca, me doan thé. Me sé khong ndi d6i con, Jamie.
Hay t6 vé cho nhe chuyén. C6 ta git ma tuy, rat
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nhiéu ma tay, va me khéng bao gio mudn con ndi
ra 101 nao vé chuyén d6, dugc khong?”

“D6 that su la cocain a?” Toi cling da khoc
ndy gio, nhung khong nhan ra diéu ay cho téi khi
nghe thdy giong minh khan déc.

“Pung thé€. Va vi con da biét qua nhiéu, me
cling nén noéi ludn véi con la me tirng thir dung
noé hoi dai hoc, chi vai lan thdi. Me ném thtr cai
thit ma me tim duoc trong tdi, va luedi me té luon.
Dich xac la cocain.”

“Nhung né khong & day nita r6i. C6 &y mang
di r6i.”

Cac ba me biét tré con s¢ cai gi, néu nhu ho
14 nhitng ba me tot. Mot nguoi khé tinh 6 thé
ndi day la mét tuyén bé lang man hoa, nhung toi
nghi d6 chi thuan tay Ia sy that. “Co ta mang di
r6i va chiing ta &n roi. That mét moi khi bt dau
ngay mai kiéu nay, nhung xong xudi réi. Chiang
ta cham dut chuyén ¢ day va song ti€p thoi.”

“Vang a, nhung... Liz khong con la ban cta
me nita a?”

Me diing mét céi khin lau dia dé chui mit.
“Me nghi ¢6 dy khong con la ban me ciing kha
kha lau r6i. Chi la me khong biét. Gi¢ thi chuan
bi d€ di hoc thoi.”
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T61 hom 4ay, khi lam bai tap, t6i nghe thdy
nhitng tiéng ung-uc-ung-uc phat ra tir phong bép
va ngtri thAy mui rirgu. Mui regu nong hon han
binh thuwong, tham chi hon ca nhitng dém ma
me va Liz ndc rat nhiéu. Tdi ra khoi phong minh
d€ xem me c6 lam d6 ruwou khong (du khong ¢
tiéng thuy tinh vo), va thdy me dang dung bén
bon rita, m§t tay cam chai regu vang do con tay
con lai cam mot chai rugu vang tre“'mg. Me dang
d8 hét xudng chd thoat nudc.

“Tai sao me lai bo rwou di? Bi hong roi a?”

“Me nghi la bi hong tir tdam thang trudc roi.
Da dén lic nglrng lai.” Me bao.

Vé sau, t6i biét dugc rang me di téi AA®
trong mot khoang thoi gian sau khi chia tay
Liz, réi quyét dinh la me khong can phai dén
doé. (“May lao gia té dai va ctt rén ri vé c6c ruou
may ldo tirng ndc tir ba chuc nam trwdc”, me ndi
vay.) Téi nghi me khong bo ruou hoan toan, vi ¢
mot hay hai [an t6i nghi minh da ngtii thady mui
reou trong hoi thd cia me, vao lic me hon toi

ngu ngon. Co 1€ 1a rwgu tir mot biva ti véi khach

30 Chi t6 chirc Alcoholics Anonymous (Nhimg ngudi Nghién
ruou An danh), chuyén ho trg nhimg nguoi nghién rrou co thé
gilr tinh tdo va ngimg uéng nrou vo do.
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hang. Néu me cat mét chai trong can hé thi toi
cling chua ting biét me gidu né ¢ dau (t6i thuc
ra ciing chang tim kiém ky cang 1dm). Nhung c6
mot viée toi biét 16, d6 la trong nhitng ndm sau
d6, t6i khong hé thdy me say xin va cling khong
bao gio thdy me mé man trong trang thai chua

tinh han regu. V4i t6i, vay 1a on roi.
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au chuyén ay, t6i khong thay mat Liz

Dutton mot thoi gian dai, trong mot

nam hodc c6 1é 1a 1au hon mdt chut. Ban

dau t6i nhé b ta, nhung ndi nhé khong kéo dai

lau. Khi thdy boi hoi, toi chi can tw nhic minh la

0 ta da lam me t6i phat ro, kinh khiang khiép. Toi

ctt cho dén ngay me ¢ mot nguoi ban khac ngu

lai nha, nhung chuyén &y khong xay ra. Kiéu nhuw

mai mai khdéng xay ra. C6 mot lan t6i 1én tiéng hoi

me, va me bao, “Mot [an bi bong, so lira ca doi.
Me con ta van &n, d6 méi la diéu quan trong.”

Va chiing t6i that s on. Nho ¢ Regis Thomas

- hai mwoi bay tuan diéng trong danh sach tac

pham ban chay nhat ctia New York Times - va moQt

vai khach hang mdi (Barbara Means da kiém vé
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mot nguoi trong so do, chi dy gio da la nhan vién
toan thoi gian va co tén trén cira vao nam 2017),
van phong da quay tro lai trang thai vitng vang.
Bac Harry da tro vé trung tam cham soc ¢ Bayonne
(van co s6 dy, nhung ddi ngii quan ly méi), ciing
khéng phai qua tuyét nhung tot hon so voi trudc
d6. Me khong con gét gong vao budi sang va da
mua thém vai bd quan 4o madi. “Phai thé thoi”, ¢o
mot lan trong ndm dy, me tam sy voi téi. “Me da
sut gan bay can sau khi b6t ruegu che.”

Khi d¢ t6i da hoc cap hai, diéu nay c6 mot vai
khia canh d& hoi, va mdt vai khia canh khac thi
tot dep. C6 mét di€ém cong 16n: vao nhitng ngay
hoc tréng tiét cudi, nhitng hoc sinh tham gia thi
dau thé thao co thé t6i phong gym, phong vé,
phong nhac hodc la di vé nha. Toi chi la cau tha
du bi cua d6i béng rd, va mua thi dqu cling qua
roi, nhung tdi van dugc coi 1a thanh phan duoc
uu tién. Trong mot vai ngay, toi téi ngo nghiéng
phong vé, vi c6 mot ¢d nang quyén ri tén Marie
O’Malley thi thoang dén day. Néu co dy khong
toi vé bttc tranh mau nudc cua minh, t6i sé chi
vé nha thoi. Di bd néu troi dep (di mot minh, ma
thuc ra khong can phai noéi thém diéu nay nhi),
va di xe buyt néu thoi tiét xau.
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Vao céi ngay ma Liz Dutton quay trd lai doi
t6i, tdi tham chi chang ban tAm tdi chuyén di tim
Marie, vi t6i da nhan duoc Xbox mdi nhan dip
sinh nhat va mudn vé nha luyén game. Toi da di
bd dugc mot quang, trén vai deo ba 16 (khéng con
deo ling ldng mot bén vai nita, 16p sdu la qua
khit xa xwa roi), thi ¢d ta 1én tiéng goi t6i.

“Nay, nha vo dich, dao nay sao roi, nhéc con?”

C6 ta dang dung dwa vao cai xe ca nhan cta
minh, vit chéo chin, mic quan bo va mét chiéc
ao khoét cd sau. Co khoac blazer bén ngoai thay
vi parka, nhung van cé dong chit S& Canh sat
New York trén nguc 40, va cd van md mot bén 4o
ra theo cai kiéu co ting lam, d€ cho t6i thay cai
bao dung stng deo vai. Nhung lan nay, cai bao
khéng con rong.

“Chao Liz"”, téi lam bam. Toi nhin xudng giay
cta minh va ré phai.

“Khoan d3, ¢6 can noéi chuyén véi chau.”

T6i dirng lai, nhung t6i khéng quay vé phia
cO ta. Nhu thé ¢6 ta la Medusa va chi can nhin
mét cai 1a cai dhu rén cta co sé lam t6i hda da.
“Chau khéng nghi minh nén lam vay. Me sé
cau lén.”
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“Chj ay khong can phai biét. Quay lai di,
Jamie. Lam on. Chi nhin thay lung chau khién c6

chét mat.”

Giong noi nhu thé ¢6 ta rat budn, va diéu do
cling lam t6i thdy buon. Toi quay lai. C6 da khép
chiéc 4o blazer, nhung tdi van cé thé thdy chd
khau sung go lén.

“C6 mudn chau di véi cd6 mébt chuyén.”

“Khong phai la y hay dau”, téi ndi. To6i nhd
toi mot c6 gai co tén Ramona Sheinberg. C6 nay
hoc cung vai 16p vdi tdi h6i dau nam hoc, nhung
roi c6 &y bdc hoi va ban t6i Scott Abramowitz ké
lai rang, b8 cia Ramona da bat c6 dy di sau mot
vy kién vé quyén giam ho, va dwra c6 dén mot noi
nao do6 khong c6 luat dan dd. Scott bao, cau ta hy
vong noi dy it ra cling c6 mady hang cay co.

“C6 can nang luic cta chau, nha vo dich”, ¢6
ta néi. “Co that sur can.”

T6i khong tra 101, nhung ¢ ta hin da thay toi
xao dong, vi ¢6 cuoi vdi toi mot cai. Do la mot
nu cudi dé chiu lam d6i mét xdm ctia cb ta sang
1én. Ngay hom 4y, d6i mat d6 khong hé lanh 1&o
nhu d6 tuyét. “Co 1é cling khong ich gi, nhung ¢
mudn thit. C6 mudn chdu thir.”

-153 -



SAU NAY

“Thtr cai gi co?”

C6 ta khong tra 1oi, khong phai luc dy, co ta
chi dua mét ban tay vé phia t6i. “C6 da giap me
chau khi Regis Thomas chét. Tai sao gio chau lai
khong giup c6?”

Vé ly ma noi, t6i mai la nguoi gitp me vao cai
ngay hom do, Liz chi l4i xe mdt quang ngan dua
hai me con tdi Dai 16 Sprain Brook, nhung ¢ ta
da dung lai d€ mua cho tdi mét chiéc Whopper
trong khi me chi mudn di thang mot 1eo. Va cd ta
con cho t6i phan Coca con thira nira, khi toi khat
khé hong sau khi néi qua nhiéu. Thé nén t6i budc
vao 6 t6. Toi thdy khong 6n, nhung toi van lam
vay. Nguoi 16n c6 quyén nang, ddc biét 1a khi ho
van nai, va Liz dang lam ddang nhu vay.

To6i hoi Liz chung toi s€ di dau, va co ta bao
dau tién la t6i Cong vién Trung tam. C6 thé'la vai
noi nita sau do. Téi ndi, néu i khoéng cd mat &
nha triedc nam giod, me sé lo lang. Liz bao t6i rang
0 ta sé cO dwa t6i vé trudc luc dy, nhung day la
mot viéc rat quan trong.

Day la ltc c6 ta ké cho t6i biét sy tinh.
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a dan 6ng tu xung la Thumper da dat

qua bom dau tién & Eastport, mot thi

tran tai Long Island, khong cach qua
xa Speonk - chd timg 12 noi nhét bac Harry (chi
dua th6i nhé). b6 1a nam 1996. Thumper chuan bi
mot cay thuGc nd kep véi bo hen gio, dat no trong
mot cai thung rac bén ngoai day nha veé sinh cua
siéu thi King Kullen. Bo hen gio chi la mot cai
déng ho bao thikc ré tién, nhung né van hoat
dong hiéu qua. Qua bom né luc chin gio t6i, ding
lac siéu thi dong ctra. Ba nguoi bi thuwong, déu la
cac nhan vién ciia cra hang. Hai nguoi chi bi vét
thwong ngoai da, nhung nguoi thit ba thi di ra
khoi budng vé sinh nam ngay khi bom nd. Anh ta
mat mot mat va toan b cang tay phai. Hai ngay
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sau, mot to gidy duoc gui t6i S Canh sat Quan
Suffolk. N6 duoc g6 ra bang mdy IBM Selectric.
Dong chir trén gidy la, Bon may thdy tic phdm ciia
tao thé'nao? Sé con nhiéu nita! THUMPER.

Thumper cho nd muoi chin qua bom trudc
khi hin ta thuce su 1am chét nguoi. “Muoi chin!”
Liz thét 1én. “Va nhu thé hin ta chang them ¢
gang vay. Han dat bom rai khap ndm khu dan cu,
mot vai chd & New Jersey - thanh phé Jersey va
Fort Lee. T4t ca déu dung thudc no, loai san xuat
0 Canada.”

Nhiéu nguoi da bi thuwong. Khi con s6 nguoi
bi thwong l1én téi gan nam muoi, hin ta cubi
cung ciling giét chét nguoi dan 6ng vo y nhac
6ng nghe trong b6t dién thoai cong cong & Dai 16
Lexington. Sau mdi Ian bom nd, lai c6 mot to gidy
duoc gt tdi sd canh sat 6 khu vyec dién ra su vy,
va luc nao dong chit trén gidy cling giéng nhau:
Bon may thdy tic phdm cia tao thé nao? Sé con nhiéu
nira! THUMPER.

Trudc vu Richard Scalise (day la tén caa
nguoi dan 6ng ¢ bot dién thoai), sé mat mot
khoang thoi gian kha dai truede khi vu n6é mai xay
ra. Hai vy n6 bom gan nhat cach nhau sau tuan.
Thoi gian im dng dai nhat 1én téi gain mot ndm.
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Nhung sau vu Scalise, Thumper da tang t6c. Cac
qua bom c6 quy moé 1én hon va bd hen gio tréd
nén phtrc tap hon. Muoi chin vu nd tinh tir ndm
1996 téi ndam 2009 - hai muoi vy, tinh ca qua bom
O bt dién thoai. Gitta nam 2010 va cai ngay Liz
xuat hién trd lai doi t6i vao nam 2013, hin ta da
dat thém muoi qua bom nita, lam bi thuong hai
muoi nguoi va giét chét ba nguoi. Dén lhic nay,
Thumper khong chi con la mot huyén thoai d6
thi, hay mot nhan vat quen mat trén kénh NY1;
han da khét tiéng ca nudc.

Han ta rat gioi né camera an ninh, va & noi
nao ma han khong gidu minh dugc, moi ngudi
sé chi nhin thdy mot ga dan 6ng mac do khoac
dai, deo kinh rAm va d6i mi1 lwdi trai Yankees kéo
sup xudng dau. Han ta ciing gidu toc kha kj. C6
vai soi téc trang & hai bén mai va chd dang sau
mi ludi trai, nhung d6 c6 thé la toc gia. Trong
vong muoi bay nam thudc “triéu dai khing bs”
ctia hin ta, ba luc leong dac nhiém khac nhau da
dugc thiét 1ap d€ lung bat hén. Luc luong dau
tién giai tan khi “triéu dai” cia hdn yén dng subt
mot thoi gian dai, va canh sat cho rang hin ta da
chadm dut roi. Luc lwgng thit hai giai tan sau mot
xao trdn 1én & so canh sat. Lyc luong thi ba dugc
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lap vao nam 2011, khi nguoi ta thay rd Thumper
dang hoat ddng qua xong xao. Liz khong ké cho
toi nghe toan b nhitng thir nay trong lic ching
toi toi Cong vién Trung tam; sau nay toi tu tim
hiéu duoc, ciing nhu cach t6i da kham pha ra
nhiéu chuyén khac.

Cudi cung thi, hai ngay truedc, canh sat cing
tém duoc mau chét cho vu an ma ho van dang
c6 gang pha giai. Con trai ctia Sam® bi bat vi mot
cai vé phat 16i 6 xe. Ted Bundy* bi bit vi hin
ta quén khong bat den pha. Thumper - tén that
la Kenneth Alan Therriault - thi bi tom vi nguoi
quan ly tda nha gdap phai mot tai nan nho trong
ngay thu gom réc thai. Ong ta dang chuyén mot
cai xe day hang doc theo 16i di, trén xe 1a may cai
thuing rac, téi diém thu gom gan d6. Ong ta vap
vao mdt cai & ga va mot cdi thung rac bi d6 ra.
Khi 6ng nay don dep lai chd bira bon, 6ng nhin

thdy mot mé day va mot mau gidy mau vang cb

31 Nguyén van: Son of Sam. Pay 1a biét danh cta David Richard
Berkowitz - ké giét nguoi hang loat ngudi My, hin da nhan toi
vOi tim vy tAn cong xa sung & thanh phé New York trong mua
hé ndm 1976.

32 Theodore Robert Bundy 1a mot ké giét ngudi hang loat khét
tiéng ngudi M3, bi coi nhu “quy dir”, han da bét coc, ham hiép
va st hai nhiéu phu nit ciing nhu tré em gai trong giai doan
nhitmg nam 1970.
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in chit CANACO. Ong sé khong goi canh sat néu
chuyén chi nhu thé, nhung con van dé khac. Mot
trong mady sgi day dugc gén véi ngoi nd hiéu
Dyno Nobel.

Chuing t6i téi Cong vién Trung tam va do 6 td
bén canh mot loat chiéc xe canh sat (mot diéu nira
ma sau nay toi biét dugc, la Cong vién Trung tam
c6 mot nhom canh sat phu trach riéng, la khu vuc
22). Liz dt tdm bién canh sat nho nho cua minh
1én tap 16 va chiing t6i di by trén Phd 86 mot chut,
truée khi ré vao mot con dudng dan téi dai tedng
niém Alexander Hamilton. Chi tiét nay thi khong
phai do t6i kham pha ra sau nay, t6i chi doc ludn
cai bién tén thoi. Hay la nguoi ta dung tir bang
tén nhi. Sao cting duoc.

“Nguoi quan ly da chup anh mé day, mau
gidy va ngdi nd bang dién thoai ctia minh, nhung
phai téi hom sau thi luc lugng ddc nhiém mai
nhén dwgc anh.”

“Hom qua”, toi bao.

“Pung thé. Ngay khi nhin thdy nd, bon cb
biét la da tom duogc ga r6i.”

“Han vay, nho cé ngoi nd.”

“U, nhung khéng chi thé. Nhé miu gidy
khong? Canaco la mot cong ty Canada chuyén
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san xudt thudc nd. Bon ¢6 ¢é danh sach liét ké cu
dan cua tda nha, va da loai trir dwoc gan hét bon
ho ma khong phai lam gi ¢ hién truong, vi bon
c6 biét minh dang can d€ mat t6i mot nguodi dan
ong, o 1€ 1a doc than, va c6 thé la dan da tréng.
Chi ¢ sau cu dan dap ung tat ca cac tiéu chi nay,
va chi ¢ mot ngreoi tirng lam viéc & Canada.”

“Google bon ho, phai khong a?”, t6i dan ¢
hitng tha.

“Chau néi dung roi day. Bén canh nhiing diéu
khac, bon c6 phat hién ra Kenneth Therriault c6
hai qudc tich, My va Canada. Hin ta da 1am du
nghé lién quan téi xay dung & viung tuyét trang
phuong béc kia, cdng thém viéc khai thac & mdy
chd c6 d4 phién dau nira. Ké nay 1a Thumper, hin
la phai nhu vay.”

Toi chi liéc nhanh Alexander Hamilton, du dé
doc tdm bién tén va d€'y tdi cai quan dep ma cua
dng. Liz cam tay t6i, dan toi ti con duong phia
bén kia birc twong. Chinh xac la kéo ti di.

“Bon cO x0ng vao véi mdt doi ddc nhiém
phan ting nhanh, nhung cai 8 cia han tréng tron.
Um, khong that su trong tron, moi d6 dac cia hin
ta vin & day, nhung han thi khong. Khong may
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la tay quan ly toa nha khong giit kin dwgc kham
pha to bu ctia minh, du1 cho da dwogc dan la nhé
gilt moém giit miéng. Ong ta da bép xép véi vai cw
dan va tin titc bi lan ra. M6t trong nhimg thi bon
co tim thay trong can ho la cai may IBM Selectric.”

“Dd la mot cai may dénh chir a?”

Co6 gat dau. “May em bé d6 cd nhitng bd phan
danh chir khac nhau d€ tao ra phéng chit khac
nhau. By phén trong chiéc may nay trung khép
v6i phong chit trén nhitng to gidy cia Thumper.”

Truwdc khi chiing t6i di t6i con duong va chd
dat cai gh€ bang da khong con ¢ day, t6i can ké
cho ban vai diéu khdac ma vé sau t6i kham pha ra.
Liz da noi that vé viéc cubi cung Therriault cling
16i dudi, nhung cd ta cir 1ap di lap lai cai cum bon
cd. Bon 6 th€ nay bon ¢ thé no, nhung Liz khong
phai la mét thanh vién ctia lyc luong ddc nhiém
xtt ly vu Thumper. C6 ta tieng la mét thanh vién
trong luc luong thi hai, cai nhom ma da giai tan
trong mdt dgt xao trdn & s& canh sat, khi tat ca
moi nguoi qua ban ron va tan loan nhuw ga bi chat
dau. Dén ndm 2013, tdt ca nhimg gi Liz Dutton
con lai & S& Canh sat New York chi la mét chd dé
chan nho xiu, va chi thé théi, vi céng doan canh
sat la mot t&6 chitc rat manh. Vé co ban, ¢ ta da
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chéng con chd & day nira. B4 phan Noi vu dang
liron vong nhu nhitg con 6 ngam nghia 1i tha
vat vira vong mang trén duong phd. Vao cai ngay
ma cd ta téi don t6i, c6 khéng hé thudc mét luc
leong danh toan tdm strc truy bat mét ké danh
bom hang loat. C6 ta can mét phép mau, va tdi c6
vé la phép mau do.

Liz tiép tuc: “Dén hom nay, moi canh sat khu
virc da ndm dugce tén va ngoai hinh ctia Kenneth
Therriault. Moi con dwong di ra khoi thanh phd
déu bi gidm sat, bang ca con ngudi 1an camera
- va ¢b tin chic 1a chdu da biét rdi, c6 rat nhiéu
camera. Tém 14y ga nay, diui 1a ban chét hay bat
sOng, da tré thanh wu tién s mot ctia bon ¢o, vi
bon ¢6 s rang han ha quyét tim sé& giai nghé mot
cach hoanh trang. Cé thé la cho n6 mét qua bom
O triede tda nha Saks trén Pai 16 Nam, hodc nd bén
trong Nha ga Trung tam. O, tha cho bon nay di.”

C6 dung lai va chi vé mét vi tri bén canh con
duong. Téi dé€'y thdy co bi ddp xudng, nhu thé da
c6 rat nhiéu nguoi ting dung ¢ d6.

“Han ta di vao cong vién, ngdi xudng mot
bang ghé dai, va tw 1am nd éc minh bang mot
khdu Ruger tv dong, dung dan 45.”
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Toi kinh hoang nhin vé phia c¢6 ta chi.

“Cai ghé€ bang da duwoc dua toi Phong Phap
y cua 5S¢ Canh sat New York tai Jamaica, nhung
day 1a chd ma hén ta da hanh sy. Vay cau héi lén
day. Chau c6 nhin thdy han ta khéng? Han c6 &
day khong?”

T6i nhin quanh. T6i khong hé biét Kenneth
Alan Therriault trong nhu thé€ nao, nhung néu
hin ta da tw 1am nd tung ndao minh, t6i khong
nghi minh lai khong nhan ra. Toi nhin thay vai
dira nhdc choi ném dia cho chd cung dudi theo
(con ché da dugc tha day, mét viéc bi cdm & Cong
vién Trung tam), t6i nhin thdy hai nguoi phu ni
chay bg, vai nguoi trueot van, va vai nguoi dan
ong lon tudi dang doc bao & phia xa kia, nhung
t6i khong nhin thdy ga dan 6ng ndo c6 mdt cai 16
trén dau, va toi ndi lai diéu do vai Liz.

“Dét me”, Liz budt mom. “Puoc réi, khong
sao. Chung ta con hai co hoi nita, it nhat la c6
nghi vay. Nghé cta hin 1a 1am nhan vién don dep
& Bénh vién Thanh phd ctia Thién than, tai Phé 70
- kh4 14 sa sat so vdi céi thdi hdn con trong nganh
xdy dung, nhung hén ta cling bdy may tudi roi
- va tda chung cu hin s6ng thi & Queens. Chau
nghi thé nao, nha v dich?”
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“Chéau nghi 1 chdu mudn vé nha. Han ta c6
thé & bat cix dau.”

“That sao? Khong phai chau bao la ho sé
loanh quanh & nhitng noi ma ho thuwong danh
nhiéu thoi gian khi con s6ng sao? Trudc khi ma
ho, c6 khong biét nira, bién mat mai mai?”

To6i khong thé nhé ndi minh co tirng noi vay
vdi ¢6 ta hay chua, nhung d6é dung la su thuc.
Dau vay, t6i ngay cang thdy minh gidng Ramona
Sheinberg. Bi bét coc, ndi theo mot cach khac 1a
thé. “Sao phai ban tam ch®? Hin ta chét roi ma,
phai khong? Vu an két thac.”

“Chua hdn dau.” C6 ta gap ngudi xuéng dé
nhin vao mét t6i. Cd khong phai gap nguoi qua
nhiéu vao nam 2013, vi t6i da cao 1én. Con lau
mdi cham t61 mOc hon mot mét tam nhu th:;“mg
toi hién nay, nhung ciing da cao hon c& chuc
centimet. “Co mat to gidy dugc cai trén ao so mi
ctia hdn. Trén d6 ghi, Con mét qud nita, va la mot
qud cd dai ddy. Chét me bon may di, hen gdp ¢ dia
nguc. To gidy ky tén THUMPER.”

O thi, thong tin dy dai khai da khién moi su

bién chuyén.

-164 -



rudc tién chung tdi téi Thanh phd cua
Thién thén, vi noi 4y gan hon. Khong
c6 ga nao thung mot 16 trén dau ding
ngay ngoai ctra c4, chi c¢6 vai nguwoi dang hut
thudc, thé nén chung t6i vao trong, qua I6i vao &
phong cdp ctru. Rat nhiéu nguoi dang ngdi & day,
va c6 mdt nguoi ng dang ré mau tir dau. Theo t6i,
vét throng ay gidng mot vét rach hon 1a 16 thing
do dan, va Ong ta tré hon so vdi nhiing gi Liz noi
vé tudi ctia Kenneth Therriault, nhung t6i van hoi
Liz 6 c6 nhin thay 6ng ta khong, d€ chéc chan.
C6 ta bao la c6 thay.
Ching toi di toi ban truwc, Liz chia ra huy
hiéu va ndi minh la mot tham tie cta S& Canh sat
New York. C6 hoi liéu c6 can phong nao dé nhan
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vién bénh vién cdt d6 va thay quan 4o khi tdi ca
lam khong. Nguoi phu nit ¢ ban trire néi c6 mot
phong nhu vay, nhung nhiing canh sat khac da
t6i va don dep ti d6 cua Therriault r6i. Liz hdi
ho con & d6 khong va nguoi phu nit bao khong,
nhiing nguoi cudi cung da roi di cach day duoc
vai tiéng.

“Di sao thi t6i cling mu6n nhin qua mét cai”,
Liz ndi. “Cho t6i biét lam thé nao dé téi do6.”

Nguoi phu nit bao chung t6i di thang may
xudng tang B va ré phai. Sau d6, c6 &y mim cuoi
véi t6i, “HOm nay chdu giup me di diéu tra a,
chang trai nh6?”

Toi dinhnéi, A, c§ khdng phai me chau, nhung
chau nghi la chu dang gitip 8 vi ¢3 mong rang
néu 6ng Therriault van dang & dau day, chau c6
thé nhin thdy 6ng ta. Di nhién la khong néi thé
duoc, vay nén t6i than nguoi ra.

Liz thi khong. Cb ta giai thich rang y ta truong
s@ toi bi mono®, nén ¢d tién thé dua toi téi kiém
tra va ghé qua noi lam viéc caa Therriault luon.

Mot mii tén tring hai dich.

¥ Tén day du la bénh mononucleosis, hay bénh ting bach ciu
don nhan nhiém khuan.

- 166 -



STEPHEN KING

“Cé 1€ sé t6t hon néu kham bac si riéng”,
nguwoi phu nit trec ban ndéi. “"HOm nay noi nay
nhu cdi nha thuwong dién. C6 sé phai doi hang
tiéng dong ho.”

“Thé& chic la t&t nhat”, Liz dong y. Toi thiy
0 ta no6i chuyén that ti nhién, qua la mot ké noi
déi tron tru. T6i khong thé quyét dinh dugc rang
diéu ay khién t6i phat gém hay lam t6i né€ phuc.
To6i nghi 1a mbi thit mot ti.

Nguoi phu nit ngoéi ¢ ban nghiéng nguoi vé
phia trude. T6i ngan nguoi trudce cai cach ma bo
nguc d6 s§ cia c6 ta ddy hét gidy to vé phia truede.
Canh nay khién t6i nghi tdi con tau pha bang ma
minh ting nhin thdy trong mot bd phim. C6 ta
ha thdp giong. “Tat ca moi nguoi déu s6c, dé toi
ké cho 6 hay. Ken la nhan vién don dep 1on tudi
nhét, va la nguedi tie t€ nhat. Cham chi va ludn sdn
long chiéu y moi nguoi. Néu c6 ai d6 nho dng ta
lam gi d6, 6ng lic nao ciing vui vé dap tmg. Kém
theo mot nu cuwdi. Ai ma twdng duoc la chung t6i
lai dang lam viéc véi mét ké sdt nhin! C6 c6 biét
viéc d6 da chung to diéu gi khong?”

Liz l4c dau, 16 rang 1a d3 mat kién nhan va chi
mudn roi di.
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“Réng chiing ta chang bao gio biét dugc gi”,
nguoi phu nit noi. Co ta phat ngdn nhw thé dang
truyén dat mot chan ly vi dai. “Ta ching bao gio
biét duwoc!”

“Hén ta gioi che gidu, dugc roi”, Liz noi, va
t6i nghi, ciing mot giudc thi han hiéu nhau.

Vao trong thang may, t6i hoi, “Néu co thudc
lyc lwong ddc nhiém, tai sao c6 lai khong di cung
lyc lugng ddc nhiém?”

“Pung ¢é ngdc, nha vo dich a. Lé nao ¢o lai
dua chdu tham gia ddi dac nhiém? Phai bia ra mot
cau chuyén vé chau & cai ban truc kia la du mét
roi.” Thang may dung lai. “Néu ¢6 ai d6 hoi gi
chdu, hay nhd vi sao chdu lai ¢ day.”

“Méc mono.”

“Chuan.”

Nhung chéng ai hoi han gi. Can phong clia
nhan vién tréng vang. Chang ngang ctra la mot
dai bing mau vang, véi dong chit KHONG
DUQC VAO, CANH SAT DANG DIEU TRA. Liz
va tdi chui qua bén dudi dai bang, ¢6 ta cam tay
t6i. C6 nhitng chiéc ghé dai, vai chiéc ghé don,
va khoang hon hai chuc khoang tu dé d6. Con
c6 mot cai ta lanh, mot 10 vi song, va mot cai
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may nuong banh mi. C6 moét hop Pop Tarts da
mo bén canh cai may nwdng banh, va khi dy t6i
nghi minh sé khong phién néu nhén moét chiéc
Pop Tarts. Nhung khong c6 Kenneth Therriault
nao ca.

Tén nguoi duoc dan trén ti d6 bang bang
dinh Dymo. Liz m& ngan ta ctia Therriault ra, c6
dung mét cai khan tay vi bt 1dy ddu van tay van
con sot lai. C6 chadm rai mo ti, nhw thé ¢6 nghi
han ta dang nup bén trong d6, nhw dng ke troén
trong tu d6 cua mdt dita nhoc. Therriault cling
kha gi6ng mot éng ke, nhung héan ta khéng c6 &
trong ti. Tu réng khong. Nhitng vién canh sat da
13y hét d6 di.

Liz lai chiri m¢t tiéng dét. Toi nhin vao dién
thoai d& xem gio. Ba gio hai muoi phat.

“Biét ma, tao biét ma”, co ta noi. Vai ¢6 chung
xudng, va du toi ghét cai cach co ta tom toi 1én xe
va kéo toi di khap noi, toi khong thé khong toi
nghiép cho 6 ta. Téi nhé rang, 6ng Thomas ting
nhan xét me t6i trong gia hon, va gio thi t6i nghi
nguoi ban cii cia me cling da gia di. Gay hon. Va
toi phai thira nhan la t6i kha ngudng md ¢, vi cod
dang cd lam theo 1& phai va citu s6ng moi nguoi.
Co ta gidng nhu anh hung trong mét b phim,
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con séi don doc ¢S gang t xiz Iy van dé. C6 16 cd
ta that sy quan tam tdi nhitng nguoi vo tdi da bi
thuong ton trong vu danh bom gan day nhat cua
Thumper. C6 1€ la th€. Nhung t6i biét la ¢6 cling
rat lo ling cho cong viéc ciia minh. Tdi khéng
mudn nghi d6 la m&i lo chinh cta b, nhung voi
su kién xay ra sau nay - t0i sé ké lai - thi t6i budc
phai nghi d6 mdi la si that.

“Pugc roi, ¢6 thém mot lan nira. Va dirng c6
nhin vao cdi dién thoai ngu ngdc cua chau nita,
nha v6 dich. C6 biét bay gio la may gio, va du
chau c6 gép phai phién phitc to ¢& nao néu cd
khong dua duoc chdu vé nha truedc me, thi rac r6i
c6 gap phai con to hon.”

“Du sao thi, c6 16 me sé cung Barbara ra
ngoai di udng trudc khi vé nha. Barbara gio da
lam viéc cho cong ty.” Toi khong biét chinh xac vi
sao minh lai néi thé. Vi t6i cing mudn cttu mang
nguoi vO t0i, toi cho la vay, du chuyén ay kha la
khong thuee t€ voi toi, do t61 khong nghi ching toi
c6 thé tim ra Kenneth Therriault. Toi nghi ly do la
vi Liz trong té hai qua. Da bi don téi duong cung.

“Puqc rdi, ta gdp may”, Liz ndi. “Tat ca nhiing

gl 6 chau ta can lam la thir n6t mét [an niva.”
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hodc muoi bon tang, gach xam, c6 chan

song bén ngoai ctra sd ¢ nhitng can ho
nam tai ting mot va tang hai. D&i véi mot dira tré
16n 1én ¢ Cung dién Pai 16 Park, noi nay giéng
nha giam trong phim Nha ti Shawshank* hon la
mot toa nha chung cw. Va Liz lap tic biét rang
ching t6i sé khong bao gio budc vao trong toa
nha, chit dimg néi dén chuyén di vao cin ho cia
Kenneth Therriault. Noi nay da day rdy canh sat.
Dam nguoi hong hét dang ding gitta duong, tién
sat hang rao chidn ctia canh sat hét mic c6 thé,
chup anh lia lia. Nhitng chiéc xe cua dai truyén
hinh d6 & ca hai bén cta toa nha, &ng ten dung

3Nguyén van: Shawshank redemption.
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1én va may duwong day cép thi gidng ra khép 15i.
Tham chi c6 ca mot chiéc trye thiang ciia Channel 4
dang lwon 1o trén dau moi nguoi.

“Nhin kia”, t6i néi. “Stacy-Anne Conway! Co6
dy lam viéc & NY1!”

“Thi héi xem ¢6 day co vé gi la quan tam
khong”, Liz bao.

T6i khong hoi.

May la chiing t6i khong phai cham tran phéng
vién nao ¢ Cong vién Trung tam hay Thanh phd
cua Thién than, va t6i nhan ra ly do duy nhat khién
diéu d6 khong xay ra la vi ho da & day hét roi. Toi
nhin Liz va thdy mot giot nedc mat lin xudng mot
bén mé ¢ ta. “Chic la ching ta c6 thé t6i ddm ma
ctia hdn”, t6i noi. “Cé thé hin sé & d6.”

“Chéc hén sé bi thiéu. Kin d4o, bang ngan
sach ctia thanh phd. Khéng ¢6 ngudi than. Han
s6ng lau hon t&t ca bon ho roi. Co sé dwa chau vé,
nha vb dich a. Xin 16i vi kéo chau di khap noi.”

“Khéng sao a”, toi ndi, vd 1én tay 0. To6i biét
me sé khong thich t6i lam vay, nhung me khéng
c6 ¢ day.

Liz quay dau xe vahudng trd lai cau Queensboro.
Khi di khoi Frederick Arms dwoc mot block, toi
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liéc nhin sang ctta hang tap héa nho & phia duong
bén minh, rdi thét 1én, “Chiia oi. Hin ta day roi.”
Cb ta mé to mat nhin t6i. “Chéau chic khong?
Chau ¢6 chic khong, Jamie?”
Toi d6 nguoi vé phia trudc va mbta vao
khoang tréng gitta hai chiéc giay thé€ thao ctia

minh. Do la toan b cau tra 1o ¢d ta can.
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c6 dang so nhu nguodi dan 6ng & Cong

vién Trung tdm khéng, vu dy xay ra lau
qua r6i. Han ta tham chi tréng con kinh khiing
hon. Mot khi ban da nhin thdy diéu gi c6 thé xay
dén vdi co thé con ngudi sau mét sy kién kinh
hoang - tai nan, tw sat, bi giét hai - viéc so sanh
chang con quan trong nita. Kenneth Therriault,
hay Thumper, trong rat gom, dugc chwa? Rat rat
gdom ghiéc.

C6 nhitng bang ghé dai & ca hai bén ctra cta
ctra hang tap hda, d€ moi nguoi ¢é thé ngdi nham
nhi mén d6 dn vat ma ho méi mua, tdi doan vay.
Therriault dang ngdi & mot bang ghé, ddt tay lén
dui, mac quan khaki. Nguoi ta cit di ngang qua
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hin, hudng dén noi ma ho can dén. Mét cau bé
da den kep van truegt & nach budc vao ctra hang.
Mot nguoi phu nit di ra véi chiéc cdc gidy dung
ca phé con bdc khoi. Chéng ai trong s ho liéc toi
cai ghé bang ma Therriault dang ngdi.

Han ta han phai thuan tay phai, vi phan bén
phai d4u clia hén tréng khdng qué kinh khung,
C6 mot 18 thung & thai duong, ¢6 18 1a to c& dong
muoi xu, hodc nho hon mot chat, va vién quanh
chd d6 1a vét bam hodc thudc sting. Chac la thudc
sing. Toi ngd rang co thé han chang c6 du thoi
gian tu mau dé mot vét bAm duogc sinh ra.

Thuong ton thuc sy nam & phan bén trai, noi
vién dan thoat ra. Cai 16 bén nay to gan bang
mot cai dia dn mon trang miéng, va lia chia
quanh n¢ la nhitng dau xwong nhon bat thuong.
Da thit trén dau han sung to, nhu bj nhiém trung
cic nang. M3t trai ctia hin bi giat sang mot bén
va phong ra khoi hdc méat. Diéu kinh khiép nhat
la c6 nhitng thit mau xam dang nho xudng ma
hin. D6 chinh 1a éc.

“Pimg dimg lai”, t6i néi. “C¢ di ti€p.” Mui
nén mira noéng nac xong lén mii va vi nén mira
thi con day trong miéng, nhép nhap. “Lam on
day, Liz, chau khong chiu dwoc.”
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Nhung thay vi ding lai, ¢6 ta huéng vao 1é
duwong, ngay phia trrdc mot cot nuede ciru hda &
gan cudi block. “Chau phai lam viéc nay. C6 phai
lam viéc nay. Xin 16i, nha v dich, nhung ching
ta phai biét duoc thong tin. Gio thi binh tinh lai
d& moi nguoi khong nhin cham chdm chiing ta va
nghi ring c6 dang bat nat chau.”

Nhung c6 dang lam thé'ma, t6i nghi. Vi cd sé khong
dirng lai chirng nao chuwa cé duwgc thir minh mudn.

Cai vi lan trong miéng t6i dén tir mén mi
ravioli ma toi da an ¢ cang tin treong. Ngay khi
nhéin ra diéu d9, toi lién mo clra, nghiéng nguoi
ra ngoai va ndn thém. Cling gidng cai ngay ma
toi thay nguoi dan éng & Cong vién Trung tam,
khi t6i khong thé tdi dy bira tiéc sinh nhét cta
Lily & khu Wave Hill long lanh sang xin min. Toi
chéng ham hd gi ci sw déja vu nay.

“Nha v6 dich? Nha v dich!”

T6i quay vé phia c6 ta va ¢6 dua ra to gidy
Kleenex (cuir chi cho t6i mét phu nit khong cé
Kleenex trong tui xach thit xem, chang c6 ai nhuw
vay ca). “Chii miéng chau di roi ra khoi xe. C8 gang
to ra binh thirong. Lam cho xong chuyén nay nao.”

To6i c6 thé nhan ra sy nghiém tic ctia ¢d ta -
chung t6i sé khong roi di chitng nao ¢6 chua dat
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duwgc diéu minh mudn. Mgnh mé Ién, tdi nghi.
May lam dwoc ma. May phdi lam, vi mang nguoi
dang bi de doa.

Toi chiii miéng va ra khoi xe. Liz dat tam bién
nho lén tap 16 - phién ban canh sat cia Thé Ra tu
Mién phi® - va budc téi chd t6i dang diing trén
via he, chdm chdm nhin vé mot tiém giat la cong
cong, noi ¢c6 mot nguoi phu nit dang gap quan
40. Canh dy chang may thu vi, nhung it nh4t lané
giup t6i khong phai nhin ga dan 6ng nat bét nira
bén dau. Chi la dugc luc nao hay luc ndy théi.
R&i t6i cling sé sém phai nhin. Diéu té hai hon la
- Chtia 0i - t6i s& phai ndi chuyén véi han ta. Néu
nhu han ta con ¢6 thé'néi.

Toi gio mot tay ra, ching suy nghi gi. Mudi
ba tudi han da 1a qua 16n d€ phai cam tay mot
phu nt ma nhitng nguoi qua dudng sé doan la
me toi (d8y la néu nhu ho ranh téi do d€'y tdi bon
nay), nhung khi co ta don 1dy tay t6i, t6i da rat
mung. Ming phat khung 1én.

Chung to6i di trd lai ctra hang. T6i wdce gl minh
dwoc di vai dam, nhung quang duong chi la nita
block thoi.

3 Tén mot loai thé trong tro cd ti pha.
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“Chinh xéc thi han ta & dau?”, cd ta hoi, gitt
giong that thap.

T6i mao hiém nhin mét cai d€ dam bao lahén
ta van chua di chuyén. Van chura, han van ngbi
trén bang ghé, va gio thi toi c6 thé nhin thing vao
céi 16 toang hodc ting cat chira cac suy nghi. Tai
hin ta van con day, nhung né bi gap lai va toi lai
nhé vé moén d6 choi Potato Head ma t6i tirng so
hiru h6i bén hay nam tudi. Bung t6i lai quén 1én.

“Tap trung lai nao, nha vo dich.”

“Dling ¢6 goi chau nhuw thé nita”, t6i rot cudc
ciing néi dwgc. “Chau ghét lam.”

“Pa luu y. Ong ta dau roi?”

“Ngoi trén bang ghé.”

“Cai gh€ & phia bén nay ctra, hay la—"

“Phia bén nay, dang r6i.”

Toi lai nhin 6ng ta, gio thi bon tdi dén gan
roi nén t6i khong thé khong nhin, va t6i da trong
thdy mdt thit hay ho. C6 mét nguoi dan 6ng dira
khoi ctta hang, kep bao & nach va cdm banh mi
xuc xich & mét tay. Banh m1 duoc d€ trong tui bac
- thit dugc cho la sé gitt banh dugc néng (ctt tin
viéc nay di va ban sé tin luén la Mit trang duoc
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lam ttr phd mai xanh). Ong nay ngdi xudng cai
ghé bang con lai, kéo banh mi ra khoi tii. Nhung
roi 6ng ta dung lai, nhin vao t6i va Liz, hoac la
nhin vé cai ghé bén kia, sau d6 dang day, roi di
dé &n chiéc banh ciia minh & noi khac. Ong ta
khong nhin thdy Therriault, hin 6ng ta sé thao
chay néu nhin thay, kem theo d¢ la gao thét ram
troi nira - nhung t6i nghi 6ng ta da cam nhin duoc
han. Khong, t6i khong chi nghi, t6i biét chéc thé.
To6i wdc g1 minh dé y ky hon, nhung t6i dang
budn buc, va tdi tin chic 12 ban hiéu vi sao. Néu
khéng hiéu, ban la d6 ngdc.

Therriault quay dau sang bén. That nhe ca
nguoi, vi hanh déng do khién vét thuong toang
hoéc kinh hoang khuét di gan hét. Nhung cling
ching nhe ngudi duwoc, vi nira bén mat ctia hin
ta binh thuong, con nira bén mat con lai thi méo
xeo chang con hinh thi1 g, gidng nhw ga Hai Mt
trong truyén tranh Nguwoi Dei dy. Kinh khung
nhat 13, gio thi han ta nhin vé phia toi.

Toi nhin thdy nguoi chét va nguoi chét biét
t0i ¢6 thé nhin thdy ho. Moi su luén luén dién ra
nhu vay.

“Héi hén ta qua bom & dau”, Liz néi. C6 ta
dang dung khde miéng dé€ noéi chuyén, nhu mot

diép vién trong phim.
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Trén via he ching t6i dang ding, mot phu nit
tién tdi, co ta dang diu mot em bé trrede bung. Co6
nay li€c nhin t6i ngo viee, co 1€ vi t6i trong budn
cwdi, hodc cling cd thé vi nguoi téi bée ra mui non.
Chéc 1a ca hai. Toi da khong thém quan tam nita.
Tat ca nhitng gi t6i mudn la lam cai viéc ma Liz
Dutton da dua t6i dén day dé lam, sau d6 bién con
me no khoi day. Toi cho cho téi khi nguoi phu nit
cung dtra bé di vao bén trong ctra hang.

“Qua bom ¢ dau, 6ng Therriault? Qua bom
cudi cung?”

Ban dau, han ta khong tra 1di va toi nghi
duoc rdi, éc hin ta bi thoi tung ma, hin ta & day
nhung hén ta khong thé néi gi dugc, hét chuyén.
Roi han ta cit tiéng. Tir phat ra khong that sy
khép véi khau hinh va t6i nhan thay han dang
noéi chuyén tir mot noi nao d6 khac. Nhuw thé co
mdt do tré thoi gian khi tiéng néi truyén téi tir
dia nguc. Suy nghi &y khién t6i kinh hon bat via.
Néu nhu t6i biét d6 1a khi mot thit kinh khiung
tim dén hén ta, r6i chiém 14y han ta, c6 1& tinh
hinh con té hon nita. Nhung t6i ¢6 thuc sw biét
khong? Biét chac chan dy? Khong chac, nhung
to1 gan nhuw da biét duoc.

“Tao khéng mudn ndi cho may.”
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Phan tng ay khién t6i do ra, cam lang. Toi
chua ting phai nhan ciu tra 10i nao nhw thé ti
mot nguoi chét. Qua that la kinh nghiém cua t6i
cing chi han ché nhung cho téi thoi diém &y, toi
c6 thé khang dinh rang nguoi chét ludn phai néi
cho ban biét sy that.

“Hén ta bao sao?” Liz héi. Van dang noi
chuyén bang khée miéng.

Toi mdc ké co6 ta va nodi chuyén lai véi
Therriault. Vi khong c6 ai xung quanh, t6i néi
to hon, phat am ting tir mot theo cai cach ban
ndi chuyén véi mot nguoi di€c hodc mot nguoi
chi biét bap be tiéng Anh. “Qua... bom... cudi...
cung... 0... dau?”

To6i cling cAn néi rang nhitng ngudi chét
khoéng cam nhén dwoc céi dau, réng ho da vuot
trén no, va Therriault rd rang khong hé phai khon
khd chiu dung thuong tdn kinh khiép trén dau
do hén tr gay ra, nhung gio thi nira bén mit méo
mo ctia hdn vin xoén lai, nhu thé t6i dang thiéu
hén hoic 1a dam vao bung hén, chi khong chi la
d3t cho hin mot cau hai.

“Khoéng mudn néi cho may!”

“Hin ta—", Liz lai bit dau, nhung khi ay

nguoi phu nit diu dita bé con da quay tro ra. Co
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ta cim mot to vé s6. Dira bé trong diu cam mot
thanh Kit-Kat va n6 quet scdla 1én khip mat.
Sau do, n6 nhin vé phia Therriault dang ngoi va
bat dau khéc. Ba me hén nghi rang con minh
vira nhin vé t0i, vi cd ta lai li€c t6i cai nira, [an
nay la mot cai nhin siéu cdp ngo vygc, roi nhanh
chong roi di.

“Nha v dich... y ¢0 la Jamie...”

“Im di”, t6i ndi. Sau day, vi me toi han sé ghét
toi mat néu t6i ndi chuyén véi nguoi 16n cai kiéu
nay, toi bd sung, “Lam on a.”

Toi quay lai nhin Therriault. St nhdn nhé dau
don khién guwong mat bi hiy hoai ctia han trong
kinh hoang hon bao gio hét, va d¢t nhién, toi
quyét dinh 1a t6i khong thém quan tam nira. S§
ngudi bi han ta lam t6n thuong di nhiéu dé 1ap
day mot day phong bénh vién, hin ta da lay di
nhitng mang ngudi, va néu nhu to gidy ma han
cai 1én ao so mi cia minh khong noi sudng, thi
han da chét khi c8 giét nhigu nguoi hon nira. Toi
quyét dinh 1a toi rdt mong hén ta dang phai dau
don vat va.

“No... &... dau... ha... thang... khon?”

Han dan chit hai tay vao nhau, gap nguoi lai
nhw thé bi chudt rut, kéu rén khén khd. Rdi hin
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ta bo cudc. “King Kullen. Siéu thi King Kullen ¢
Eastport.”

“Tai sao?”

“Co vé hop lé khi két thic 0 noi tao da bat
dau”, han ndi, va dung ngén tay vé vao thinh
khong mot vong tron. “Hoan thanh vong tron.”

“Khong, tai sao lai lam thé? Tai sao lai dat tat
ca nhitng qua bom ay?”

Han cuoi, va ndé nhur thé lam nira bén mit
sung phong cua han xep lép xudng? Téi van hay
nho lai hinh anh Ay, va t6i sé khong bao gio coi
nhw minh chwa ting nhin thay dugc nita.

“Béi vi”, han noi.

“Boi vi gi?”

“Bai vi tao thich thé”, hin bao.
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Therriault da ndi, c6 ta rat phan khich,

chi vay thoéi. Toi ¢6 thé hiéu duogc, ¢ ta
dau phai nhin vao mét ga dan 6ng da gan nhu bi
thoi tung ntra bén dau. C6 ndi vai toi 1a c6 phai di
vao ctta hang va mua vai thu.

“Vabo lai chau o day vai ga ta a?”

“Khoéng dau, di doc tro lai pho di. Cho & bén
xe ay. C0 sé chi di mot phut théi.”

Therriault dang ngdi d6, nhin t6i bang mot
con mat van con kha kha binh thurong va mét con
mat da bi giat bay ra. Toi ¢ thé cam nhan duoc
cai nhin chong choc ctia hdn. N6 khién toi nhé
to1 cai [an toi tham gia trai he va bi dinh bo chét,
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thé 1a toi phai gdi dau bang cai dau gdi c6 mui
dac biét kinh, phai gdi khoang nam Ian thi mdi
ri sach bo.

Dau goi dau sé khong rira troi duoc cai cam
giac ma Therriault gay ra cho t6i, chi c6 tranh xa
khoi hin ta méi 6n duge, thé nén t6i lam theo 16i
Liz. T6i di bo t6i tiém giat la va nhin vao nguoi
phu nit van dang gap quan 4o. C6 &y nhin toi va
vay tay. Diéu nay 1am t6i nhé dén c6 bé c6 céi 16
& 8 hong, va cai cach ¢d bé 4y timg vay tay véi
t6i, thé 1a trong mét khoanh khéc hoang loan, toi
da nghi nguoi phu nit 6 tiém giat la ciing da chét
roi. Chi la, mét nguoi chét sé khong gap quan ao,
ho chi ditng loanh quanh thoi. Hoac la ng6i loanh
quanh, nhu Therriault vay. Thé nén t6i vay tay lai
v6i ¢ ay. Toi tham chi ¢6 nd mot nu cuoi.

Roi t6i quay tré lai cira hang tap hoa. Toi tw
nhu 1a t6i mudn kiém tra xem Liz da di ra chua,
nhung d6 khong phai ly do. Téi kiém tra xem
Therriault con nhin vé t6i nita khong. Hén van.
Hian gio mot tay ra, long ban tay ngta 1én, ba
ngén gap vao trong, mdt ngédn chi ra ngoai. Han
cong cai ngoén Ay 1én, mét lan, r6i hai lan. Rat
ch@m rai. Lai ddy nao, thﬁng nhoc.
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Toi budc lai, chan téi duong nhu dang ty
déng di chuyén. Téi khong mudn thé, nhung
khong thé ngan minh lai.

“Co6 ta khong quan tam tdi may”, Kenneth
Therriault né6i. “Khong hé. Khong mét t nao. Co
ta dang loi dung may thdi, nhoc.”

“Con me 0ng, bon nay dang cd ctru nguoi.”
Khong co ai di ngang qua ca, nhung ngay ca khi c6
ai di ngang qua, anh ta hodc c0 ta c6 1€ cing khong
nghe thay tdi. Han da cudp di giong ndi ctia toi va
nhiing gi con lai chi la mdy tiéng thi tham.

“Thtt ¢6 & dang cttu la cong viéc cia &.”

“Ong thi biét cai gi, 6ng chi 1a moét thang dién
lam bay.” Van chi thi tham, va tdi nghi minh da
s&p sén ra quan.

Han ta khodng néi gi, chi cuoi nhin nha. D6
1a cau tra 16 ctia hdn. Liz di ra. C6 ta cam theo
mot cai tii nylon ré tién ma nhan vién ctra hang
thoi dy sé dwa cho ban. C6 nhin vé cai ghé€ bang,
ga dan 6ng nat dau ma cd ta khong thé nhin thay
dang ngoi d6, roi o nhin t6i. “Chau dang lam gi
O day thé, nha v... Jamie? C6 da bao chau di vé
6 t0 ro6i ma.” Va trude khi toi kip tra 104, thi rat
nhanh chéng va dit doi, cd da 1én tiéng do hoi,
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nhu thé toi la ké pham t6i dang ngdi trong phong
thAm van ctia mdt bo phim canh sat: “Hén ta c6
noéi them gi voi chau khong?”

NGi ring co chi bgn tam t6i chuyén cieu 18y cong
viéc cua minh, toi dinh noi thé. Nhung c6 Ié la chiu
ciing tw biét roi.

“Khong”, t6i néi. “Chau mudn vé nha, Liz.”

“Chung ta sé vé nha. Ngay khi ¢ lam xong
mot viéc nay nita. Hai viéc, thyc ra la thé. Co
cling phai don di chd bira bdn ma chau vira gay
ra trong xe.” Co6 quang mot tay lén vai t6i (nhuw
cach hanh x& cia mot ba me tir t€) va cung toi
budc qua clra hiéu gidt 1a. Toi dang ra da vay
tay véi nguoi phu nir gap quan 4o moét 1an nira,
nhung co ta dang quay lung lai roi.

“Co 6 chudn bi mét thit nay. C6 khong thuc
sit nghi la minh lai ¢6 co hdi dung n6, nhung nho
co chau...”

Khi chung toi da tdi canh cai xe 0 to, co ta lay
ra mot chiéc dién thoai gap tur trong cai tui cta
ctra hang tap hdéa. N6 van dang & trong cai vo
nhua, chwa bdc. Toi dua vao cira sO cua mot tiém
stta giay va nhin c6 ta loay hoay vdi cai may, cho
toi khi c6 ta khién n6 hoat dong dugc. Gio da la
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bdn rudi. Néu me di uéng voi Barbara, chung toi
van cé thé trd vé treéc khi me vé nha... nhung
liéu t6i cd thé gitr kin vé chuyén phiéu luu chiéu
nay khong? Toi khong biét, va ngay lic do thi
diéu dy c6 vé khong qua quan trong. Toi wdce Liz
c6 thé lai xe di, chi mot chut thoi, tdi nghi ¢d 6
thé chiu dung mui bai ndén moét lat, sau nhitng gi
toi da lam cho ¢6, nhung c6 dang qua bon chon.
Ngoai ra, van con qua bom dé phai lo lang. Toi
nghi vé moi by phim minh timg xem, vdi canh
chiéc dong ho dan dém nguoc vé 0 va nguoi anh
huing phan van khong biét phai cat soi day do
hay sg¢i day xanh.

Gio thi c6 goi dién.

“Colton a? U, la... thoi im ling di, hay chi
nghe thoi. Da dén ltc lam viéc ctia anh réi. Anh ng
toi mot on hug¢, mot on hué 16n, va day la viéc do
day. Toi sé ndi cho anh chinh xac nhitng diéu can
noi. Ghi am lai di, sau d9... im di, t6i da noi ro1 ma!”

Giong ¢6 ta nghe tan ac t6i noi toi phai budc
lui lai. Toi chua timg nghe thdy Liz dung cai
giong &y, va nhan ra rang day la lan ddu minh
nhin thdy c6 ta, trong mot cudc doi khac caa co.
Cudc doi canh sat ma c6 phai duwong dau vdi
nhing ké x&u xa hen ha.
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“Ghi am lai, viét ra, roi goi lai cho t6i. Lam
ludn di.” Co6 ta cho doi. Toi liéc nhin lai ctra hiéu.
Ca hai chiéc gh& bang da khong con nguoi. Diéu
dé dang ra phai khién t6i nhe nguoi, nhung vi 1é
nao do toi lai khong thay nhe nguoi.

“S&n sang chwra? Puroc roi.” Liz nham mat lai,
dong lai moi thit khac va chi tap trung vao nhing
diéu co ta mudn néi. Co noéi cham va than trong.
“’Néu Ken Therriault that sw la Thumper...” toi
s€ nhay vao & day va ndi t6i mudn ghi 4m lai.
Anh cho cho t6i khi t6i bao ‘N6i di, bat dau lai.’
Hiéu chira?” C ta lang nghe cho t6i khi Colton -
bét k& anh ta la ai - ndi rang anh ta da hidu. “Anh
noi, ‘Néu Ken Therriault that sy 1a Thumper, hin
ta van ludn néi vé viéc sé két thic & noi hin da
bat dau. Téi goi cho ¢d vi chting ta da ndi chuyén
v6i nhau hdi ndm 2008. Tdi van giit danh thiép
cua ¢6.” Anh hiéu chua?” Lai mot khoang lang.
Liz gat dau. “Pugc roi. Toi sé hoi anh la ai, va
anh dap mdy. Lam ludn di, thoi gian gdp rat. Lam
hong chuyén va toi sé xx ly anh tdi bén. Anh biét
1a tdi c6 thé'lam gi day.”

Cb ta ngat may. Di qua di lai trén via he. Toi
1én nhin [an nita vé chd hai bang gh&. Khong
co gi. Co 1é 1a Therriault - nhirng g1 con lai caa
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han - da tré vé nha d& ngdm nghia khung canh &
Frederick Arms than thudc.

Nhip trong dao dau bai hat “Rumor has it”
vang lén tir ti do blazer cta Liz. Co ta ratra chiéc
dién thoai that sw ctia minh va néi chao. C6 lang
nghe, r6i ndi, “Cho da. To6i mudn ghi am lai.” Co
lam vay, bao, “Néi di, bat dau lai.”

Sau khi kich ban duwgc hoan thanh, c¢6 ta két
thuc cudc goi va cat cai dién thoai di. “Khong chat
ché dwgc nhu mong mudn”, cb ta néi. “Nhung
liéu ho c6 quan tam khong?”

“C6 1€ la khong, mot khi ho da tim thdy qua
bom”, toi bdo. Liz hoi giat nguoi 1én, va t6i nhan
ra c0 ta dang tir ndi chuyén vdi ban than. Gio thi
sau khi t6i da lam xong thit ma c6 ta mudn, toi
chi la rac thoi.

Co6 ta c6 mdt cudn gidy vé sinh va mot cai
chai xjt thom trong tdi xach. Co don dep bai non
cua t6i, ném ngay xudng ranh duong (t6i xa rac
btra bai bi phat mdt tram d6, sau nay toi biét
thé), r6i xit quanh xe bf?mg mot thir gi d6 c6 mui
kiéu hoa co.

“Vao di”, ¢6 bao toi.

- 190 -



STEPHEN KING

Nay gio toi quay nguoi di dé€ khong phai
nhin vao nhitng gi con lai sau mon ravioli trua
nay ctia minh, nhung khi quay lai dé budc vao
xe, toi da nhin thady Kenneth Therriault ding bén
canh than xe. Pu gan dé€ vuon ra va cham vao
t0i, va van cudi nhe nhon. Toi dang ra da hét lén,
nhung khi nhin thay hén, t6i con dang hé hap do
va [6ng nguec t6i duong nhu khdng thé phong ra
dé hit thém mot hoi nira. Cir nhu thé moi co trén
nguoi toi da chim vao gidc ngu.

“Tao s€ con gdp lai may”, Therriault néi. Nu
cudi nhe nhén ctia han ngoéc rong ra va tdi c6 thé
nhin thay mét cuc mau kep gitra rang va ma cta
han. “Nha vo dich.”
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hung t6i chi lai di duwoc ba block thi c6

ta lai dirng xe. Co6 18y dién thoai ra (cai

ay that, khong phai cii d€ an danh),

nhin sang phia t6i va thay t6i dang run rdy. Khi

dy dang ra t6i nén dugc 6m mot cai, nhung tat ca

nhitng gi t6i nhan duoc chi 1a mdt cai v 1én vai,

chac 1a @€ thé hién sy dong cam. “Phan tng bi
tré, nhéc a. Pay hiéu ma. Réi cling qua théi.”

R6i ¢d ta goi mot cudc dién thoai, tw xung
la tham t& Dutton, va dé nghi dugc ndi may voéi
Gordon Bishop. Han rang ai &6 da néi véi co rang
ong ta dang do viéc, vi Liz da ndi, “Toi khong ban
tam du cho ong ta c6 dang trén Sao Hoa, ndi may
cho téi. Day la Uu tién S6 Mot.”
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Co ta cho, nhip nhip nhitng ngén tay cua
ban tay ranh rdi 1én vo ling. Réi c6 thdng ngudi
lén. “La Dutton day, Gordo... khong, toi biét la
minh khong c¢é quyén, nhung 6ng phai nghe
chuyén nay. T6i vira nhan dugce mét thong tin vé
Therriault, tr mt nguoi toi tlng tham van khi
toi tirng phu trach... khong, t6i khéng biét do la
ai. Ong phai kiém tra King Kullen & Eastport...
noi han ta da bat dau, dang thé. Ciing khé hop
Iy khi 6ng ngam thiz.” Lang nghe. Roi: “Ong duia
ddy a? Khi &y chung ta tham van bao nhiéu nguoi
co chi¥? M6t tram nguoi? Hay hai trdam nguoi?
Nghe nay, tdi sé bat cho 6ng nghe 15i nhan. Toi
da ghi am lai, néu nhu dién thoai cta toi van hoat
dong t6t.”

C6 biét 1a n6 hoat dong t6t, c6 da kiém tra
trong chuyén di ngan kéo dai ba block cua chiing
t6i. C6 bat 10i nhan cho 6ng ta va sau khi xong
xudi, cd noi, “Gordon? Ong c6... khi gié.” Cudc
goi két thuc. “Ong ta dap mdy.” Liz nd mot nu
cudi dit ton véi t6i. “Ong ta ghét ¢6 1dm, nhung
ong ta sé kiém tra. Ong ta biét vdn dé sé d6 lén
dau minh néu khéng hanh dong.”

Tham t&r Bishop dang 1a da kiém tra, vi khi
&y, ho da co thoi gian dé bat dau dao sau vao
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qua khit cia Kenneth Therriault, va ho phat hién
ra mot diéu gia tri nho vao “dau mdi an danh”
ctia Liz. Céch rat 1au trude khi hin ta 1am viéc
trong nganh x4y dung cling nhu nhén cong viéc
don dep tai Thanh phd Thién than ¢ tudi vé huuy,
Therriault da 16n 1én ¢ thi tran Westport, va, nhu
ai cling doan dwoc, né & ngay bén canh Eastport.
Vao ndm cudi cdp ba, hén ta lam viéc & King
Kullen, nhan nhiém vy cho hang ctia khach vao
tui & quay thanh toan, ciing nhuw lo chat d6 lén
cac ké hang. O day, hdn bi bt vi tdi trom d6. Vao
lan dau lam viéc d6, Therriault da bi canh cao.
Vao Ian thi hai, han bi dudi viéc. Nhung c6 vé
la, trdm cép 12 mot tat x4u khé bo. Sau d6, hin ta
chuyén sang choi véi thudc nd va ngoi nd. Mot
lugng I6n ca hai tht d6, sau nay, da dugc tim
thdy o tu d€ do tai Queens. Tat ca déu la do cy,
tat ca déu tir Canada. Toi doan vao thoi dy, cong
tac kiém tra d6 dac 0 bién gidi khéng duoc ky
cang gi cho cam.

“Bay gi¢ ching ta vé nha duoc chwa?”, t6i hoi
Liz. “Lam on a?”

“Pugcroi. Chau co ké voi me chuyénnay khong?”

“Chau khong biét nita.”
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C0 ta cuoi. “Cau hoi tu tir thoi. Di nhién chau
sé ké. Va thé cing duogc, cd6 khong ngai gi hét.
Chdu c6 biét vi sao khong?”

“Vi sé chang ai tin chuyén nay.”

C6 v6 nhe vao tay tdi. “Dung rdi, nha vo dich.
Hole in one*.”

* Thujt ngir trong golf: Chi mot trudng hop hiém thiy, xay ra
khi béng dugc danh di tir diém phat bong va tién thing vao 18,
khong co ¢t danh nao khac chen giira. Pay cling 13 mot cach noi
dé thé hién sy hoan hao, xut sic.
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iz tha t6i xudng gdc phd va phong xe
roi di. Toéi di bd vé toa nha cia minh.
Cudi cung thl me t6i va Barbara khong
di udng, Barb bj cam lanh va noi chi 4y sé vé nha
ngay sau khi tan lam. Me dang ding ¢ cau thang,

cam dién thoai trong tay.

Me phi nhanh xuéng may bac thang lién khi
nhin thay t6i, kéo t6i vao mét cai d&m hoang hét
dén do ép t6i khong tho ndi. “Con vira & chd quai
quy nao vay, James?” Me chi goi t6i nhw thé khi
me cuc ky cuc ky cau, chic ban ciing da doan
duoc. “Sao con lai vd tAm nhu thé duoc? Me da
goi cho tdt cd moi ngudi, me bat dau nghi la con bi
bat coc, me tham chi nghi téi viéc goi cho...”
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Me ngling cai 6m lai va gitt t6i cach me mot
canh tay. T6i c6 thé thdy me da khéc va lai chuén
bi khdc nira va diéu d6 khién toi thay té ghé gém,
ngay ca khi t6i chang ¢4 18i gi ca. Toi nghi, chi c6
me cua ban madi ¢6 thé khién ban cam thdy ban
than minh té hai hon cd mét d6ng phan khong 16.

“C6 phai la Liz khoéng?” Va khong can phai
doi toi tra 101, me ti€p tuc: “Chinh thé rdi.” Sau
d6, bang giong tram va chét chéc: “Con khon ddy.”

“Con phai di vdi c6 dy, me 0i”, t6i ndi. “Con
that su phai di.”

R6i ca toi cling bat dau khoc.
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hung t6i di 1én tang. Me pha ca phé va

cho t6i mdt c6c. Coc dau tién cua toi,

a tir d6 tré di toi nghién luén moén

nay. Toi ké cho me gan nhu tat ca moi chuyén.
Liz da cho bén ngoai trieong nhu thé nao. Co ta
cho t6i biét mang nguoi dang phu thudc vao viéc
tim ra qua bom cudi cung ciia Thumper ra sao.
Vé viéc chung t6i da t6i bénh vién, r6i toa nha
noi Therriault &. Téi tham chi ké cho me ca viéc
Therriault trong kinh khiing thé nao, vdi nira cai
dau cta han bi théi tung khdng con ra hinh thu
gi. Diéu t6i khong k&, do la chuyén t6i da quay
nguoi lai va thdy hdn ding & ngay chiéc xe ctia
Liz, du gan dé€ tém lay tay t6i... néu nhw ngudi
chét cd thé'tém 14y tay - day la mot viéc téi khong

-198 -



STEPHEN KING

bao gio mudn tim hi€u, du la theo cach nao. Va
toi cling khong k€ cho me biét hén ta da néi gi,
nhung ti dy, khi t6i leo 1én giwdng, am thanh
vong mai trong dau t6i nhw th€ mot cai chubng
hong: “Tao sé con gdp lai may... Nha v dich.”

Me ctt lién tuc ndi dwgc rbi va me hiéu, va trong
hét sttc budn ba. Nhung me phai biét diéu gi dang
dién ra & Long Island, tdi ciing thé. Me bat ti vi
1én va ching t6i ng6i trén di ving d€ xem. Lewis
Dodley ctia kénh NY1 dang dan tin tizc trén phs,
canh s4t dd dung rao chan dwong. “Canh sat c6
vé rat nghiém tuc xem xét thong tin ma ho da
nhan dwogc”, 6ng ta noi. “Theo mét ngudn tin tai
S¢ Céanh sat Quan Suffolk—"

T6i nhé lai nhitng chiéc truc thang dwa tin da
luon 1O trén tdoa Frederick Arms, va nhan ra hin
da c6 dua thoi gian dé may bay tdi Long Island,
thé nén t6i cam 1én chiéc diéu khién ti vi tir trong
long me va chuyén sang Channel 4. O day, 6
rang roi, la canh siéu thi King Kullen nhin t trén
xubng. Khu d6 6 td day dic xe canh sat. D6 bén
ctra chinh 1a mot chiéc xe van 16n thudc phu trach
cuia doi xtt ly bom. Téi thdy hai vién canh sat d6i
mii bao hiém di vao trong, cung véi hai con cho
deo day. May bay qud cao dé nhin dwgc xem
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nhitng canh sat thu¢c ddi x¢ ly bom c6 mac ao
chdng dan va ao chéng manh vang cung véi mit
bao hiém hay khéng, nhung téi tin chac 1a ho ¢6
mac. Tuy nhién, may con cho thi khong. Néu qua
bom ctia Thumper phat né trong khi bon ho van
0 bén trong, nhitng con cho sé tan tanh xac phao.
Phéng vién bén trong tric thing lén tiéng,
”Chiing t6i da dugc thong bao rang, moi khach
hang vanhan vién siéu thi da duoc so tan an toan.
Du cho day c6 kha nang chi la mét bao dong gia,
da co rat nhiéu vy nd xay ra trong triéu dai khung
bd ctia Thumper—” (Pung, anh ta thuc sy nodi
nhu vay)” —nghiém tic kiém tra nhing thong
tin lién quan ludn ludn la phwong an khon ngoan
nhat. Hién gio, tat ca nhitng gi ching ta biét 1a noi
day chinh la dia dim xay ra vu nd bom dau tién
ctia Thumper, va van chura c6 qua bom nao duoc
tim thay. Hay quay tré lai véi truong quay.”
Canh dyng phia sau ngudi dan chuong trinh
la mot birc hinh cia Therriault, ¢ 18 1ay tir thé
lam viéc ctia hdn & Thanh phé ctia Thién than, vi
trong hén da kha gia. Hin khong phai siéu sao
dién anh, nhung han trong kha kham hon nhiéu
so v6i khi ng6i trén cai ghé bang kia. Pau méi do
Liz dung 1én c6 thé sé khong dugc xtt Iy nghiém
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tic dén vay, néu nhu né khong khién mét tham
tlt 16n tudi khdc ¢ sé nhé lai mot su vu hoi 6ng ta
con nho, vu viéc vé George Metesky, ké dugc gidi
bao chi goi la Ké danh bom Dién dai. Metesky
da dat ba muoi ba qua bom 6ng trong triéu dai
khing bd cta minh, ttr ndm 1940 t6i ndm 1956.
Dong co cia Metesky ciing dén tir sy cam ghét,
va trong truomg hop cu thé cia han, 1a ndi cam

hén voéi cong ty Consolidated Edison.

Nguoi phu trach tra ciru nao d6 & don vi dua
tin cling da nhanh chéng tim ra mdi lién h¢, théla
guong mat cua Metesky hién 1én trén canh dung,
& déng sau ngurdi dan ban tin, nhung me khong
déy t4i ga dan 6ng 16n tudi... nguwoi ma theo toi
nghi, trong gidng Therriault trong bd dong phuc
nhan vién don dep dén ky di. Me cam dién thoai
cta minh lén, sau d6 khé cau nhau budc vao
phong ngu, tim cudn danh ba ctia me. C6 1€ me
da xda mat s6 dién thoai cua Liz sau khi ho cai
nhau vé mgt lwong nghiém trong.

Mot doan quang cao vé loai thude gi d6 dwgc
phat, thé nén t6i rén rén tién téi cra phong ngu
cua me d€ nghe ngdéng. Néu cho doi thi toi sé
khong thé nghe thdy gi ca, vi cudc goi khong kéo
dai. “La Tia day, Liz. Nghe chi ndi va dimg ndi
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mot tr nao ca. Chi sé gi kin chuyén nay, vi sao
thi hdn em da rd r6i. Nhung néu em con t6i lam
phién con trai chi mét [an nira, néu th?ang bé tham
chi chi nhin thiy em thoi, thi chi sé d6t cai mang
em tan vao dat. Em biét 1a chi c¢6 th€ lam nhu vay.
Tat ca nhiing gi con thiéu chi 1a mot giot nuwde
nita thoi. Trdnh xa Jamie ra.”

Téi 1dn nhanh vé di vang va gia v ¢ddm chim
vao doan quang cdo ti€p theo. Héa ra diéu nay vo
dung nhu 14y vai thua che mét thanh.

“Con nghe thay roi a?”

Mat me dang bSc hda, ¥ bao tdi dimg c6 ma
noéi d6i. Toi gat dau.

“T&t 1dm. Néu con con thiy c6 ta nita, nhé
chay tr6i chét. Vé nha. Va bao lai cho me. Con
hiéu chuwa?”

Toi gat dau cai nira.
“Qk, dugc dugc duge. Me goi d6 an vé day.
Con muodn &n pizza hay d6 Trung Qu&c?”
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anh sat da tim thdy va thao ngoi qua

bom cudi cung cta Thumper vao t6i

hi Tu d6, Iuc khoang tam gio. Me va

toi dang xem Keé tinh nghi® trén ti vi thi tin tic dac
biét chen ngang. Bon ch6 nghiép vu da do nguri rat
nhiéu noi ma van chua thay gi, va nhitng nguoi
phu trach ¢ d6i x¢ ly bom dang dinh dwa bon né
ra ngoai thi mot con ché bong stia 1én canh bo, &
16i di doc theo day ké trung bay d6 gia dung. Ho
da di qua day nhiéu Ian va khong noi nao trén ké
hang co thé gidu mot qua bom, nhung mot vién
canh sat lai tinh co nhin Ién trén va thdy mét tam
Op tran bi léch moét chut so voi binh thuong. D6
chinh la noi gidu bom, ¢ cdi khodng gitta tran nha

% Nguyén vin: Person of interest.
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va mai nha. Bom duwoc budc vao dam nha béng
mét soi day mau cam co gian, gidng kiéu day ma
dan nhay bungee st dung.

Therriault that tinh da choi tat tay véi qua
bom nay - mwoi sau thanh thudc né va mwoi hai
ngdi n6. Han da nang cap hon nhiéu so véi hoi
dung déng hd bao thitc. Qua bom duoc gén véi
b6 dém gio ky thuat s6, rat giéng cai thiét bi co
trong cac bd phim ma t6i da nghi dén (mdt canh
sat da chup lai danh sau khi qua bom dwugc vo hiéu
hoéa, va bitc anh duogc dang lén to New York Times
vao ngay hom sau). Bom duoc cai dit dé€ phat nd
vao nam gio chiéu thit Sau, thoi diém ma siéu thi
dong ngroi hon ca. Vao ngay hom sau, trén NY1
(chung t6i da quay trd lai voi kénh tin tikc yéu
thich cia me), mot ngwoi thudc ddi xx ly bom
cho biét, qua bom &y c6 thé lam sép ca cai mai.
Khi duoc héi bao nhiéu nguoi ¢d nguy co bj thiét
mang néu vu nd dién ra, anh ta chi lac dau.

Vao tdi thit Nam, trong bita t6i cua hai me
con, me tdi ndi, “Con da lam dwoc mot viéc t6t,
Jamie. Mot hanh dong 6n dp. Liz cling thé, bat ké
nguyén do that khién c6 ta hanh dong la gi. Diéu
nay lam me nghi t6i mét diéu ma Marty tung
néi.” Y me la ong Burkett, thuc chat la giao su
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Burkett, van la gido su danh du va van tiép tuc
cudc doi.

“Ong &y néi gi a?”

“*Poi khi Chta stt dung cong cu héng.” Cau
nay la cia mdt nha van ma 6ng tirng giang day.”

“Ong dy ltc nao cling hoi con dang hoc gi &
trueong”, t6i noéi. “Ong luc nao ciing lic dau, nhu
thé 6ng nghi triedng 16p ctia con chén doi lam.”

Me cudi. “D6 la mot nguodi dan ong da boi
thic vi chuyén hoc hanh, ma van rat sic sdo va
ludén chti tam. Con nhé cai hdm ta dn Gidng sinh
vGi Ong &y khong?”

“C6 chtr a, sandwich ga tay kém x8t nam viét
quat, xuat sac! Con c6 sdcdla néng nira!”

“U d4y, mdt budi t6i tot lanh. Sé dang tiéc
1dm néu mot ngay kia ong &y qua doi. An di con,
c6 mén banh tao trang miéng nita. Barbara lam
day. Ma Jamie nay?”

To6i nhin me.

“Chung ta 6 thé khong ndi vé chuyén nay nita
dugc khong? Kiéu nhu... bo né lai sau lung di?”

T6i nghi me khong chi néi vé Liz, hay tham
chi la Therriault; me con dang ndi vé kha nang
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nhin thay nguoi chét caa toi. D6 la diéu ma gido
vién tin hoc ¢6 thé goi la mot dé nghi cdp toan ciu,
va d6i véi t6i thi khéng c6 van dé gi. Rat 6n la
dang khac, that sy 1a thé. “Chic chén la duoc a.”

Ngay khi dy, ng6i 0 goc phong bép sang sta
va an pizza, t6i that 1ong nghi ching tdi c6 thé bo.
nhitng chuyén nay lai ddng sau lung. Nhung ma
to6i nham roi. Téi khong gap lai Liz Dutton trong
hai nam sau d¢, va rét it khi nghi vé ¢ ta, nhung
ngay t6i hom &y, t6i da nhin thiy Ken Therriault.

Nhu t6i da ndi tir luc dau, day la mot cau
chuyén kinh di.
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6i gan nhu da ngu say thi hai con méo

bat dau rit twdng 1én va tdi giat minh

tinh gidc. Chung t6i ¢ trén ting nam va
dang ra t6i sé khong nghe thay gi - ciing nhu
khong nghe thdy tiéng thung rac d6 loang xoang
theo sau d6 - néu nhu khong mo hé cira s6 dé
don mot chut khi troi vao nha. Téi dung day
déng clra va té ciing ngudi lai, tay van dat trén
16p kinh truot. Therriault dang ding trén phg,
trong quang sang toa ra tir mot chiéc den duong,
va t0i ngay 1ap tiec nhan ra lit meo khong hé rit
1én vi cao cdu nhau. Bon no rit 1én vi sg hai. Ptra
bé duoc diu da nhin thay hin ta, va nhitng con
meo cliing vay. Hin ta ¢8 tinh doa bon meo. Hin
ta biét t0i s€ di téi cira sO, cling nhu viéc han biét
Liz goi t6i 1a nha vo dich.
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Trén gwong mat da bi tan pha mot nira cua
hin 1a mét nu cedi nhin nho.

Han vy tay ra hiéu.

Toi dong cira s6 lai va nghi téi chuyén chui
vao phong me, leo lén giwong cung me, nhung
t6i da qua 16n d€ 1am thé roi, va me sé thac mac.
Thé nén thay vi lam vy, t6i kéo manh ctra s6
xudng. Toi trd lai givong cua minh va nam do,
nhin vao bong dém. Chua bao gio ¢ diéu gi nhuw
thé nay tirng xay ra voi toi. Chua mot nguoi chét
nao lai bam theo t6i vé nha nhw mét con cho
hoang chét tiét.

Dung ban tam, t6i nghi. Trong vong ba hodc
bon ngay, hdn ta sé bién mat nhw cdch tat cd bon ho
biéh mat. Mot tuiin 1a 167 da. Vi ddu phdi hin ta c6 thé
lam hai may dau.

Nhung t6i c6 dam chic thé khéng? Nam
trong béng dém, t6i nhan ra minh khong hé chic.
Nhin thdy nguoi chét khong c6 nghia la thdu ré
moi thir vé nguoi chét.

Cudi cung, t6i tro lai ctra s0 va liéc nhin qua
t&m manh, doan chdc 1a han vin & d6. C6 1, tham
chi hdn s& vay tay ra hiéu lan nita. Gio ra mot
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ngon tay... roi gap cong no lai. Lai ddy. Lai ddy véi
tao, nha vo dich.

Khéng c6 ai & bén dudi cai déen duong. Han
da di. Toi quay tro lai giwong, nhung phai rat lau
sau tdi mdi ngu duoc.
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6i nhin thay hén lan nita vao thit Say,

bén ngoai truong hoc. C6 mot vai phu

huynh dang cho don con - diéu d6 luén

dién ra vao thit Sau, c6 18 vi ho sé di dau dé choi
vao cubi tudn - va ho khéng nhin thdy Therriault,
nhung han 13 ho cdm nhan dwoc hin, vi ho ding
cach chd han ding mot khoang rat xa. Khong c6
ai ddy xe cho dita bé nao ca, nhung néu c6 mot
nguoi nao nhu vy, toi tin la dita bé sé nhin vé
cai khoang khong noi via he dy va khoc vang troi.
Toi quay lai vao trwong va nhin vé vai tdm

ap phich cang bén ngoai toa nha, khong biét phai
lam gi. Ti nghi 1a minh sé ra néi chuyén véi han,
d& tim hiéu xem han mudn gj, va t6i ha quyét tim
lam vay ngay ltc 4y, trong khi van con nguedi nay
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nguoi kia xung quanh. Tdi khéng nghi han c6 thé
1am hai tdi, nhung toi khong biét chic.

Trudc tién toi phai vao phong vé sinh vi tw
nhién budn giai quyét, nhung khi dimg trudc chd
di tiéu, t6i khong thé xa ra du chi mot giot. Thé
1 t6i ra ngoai, deo ba 16 bang cach gift tay & quai
deo chir khong chi tha né trén vai. Toi chura tirng
bi nguoi chét nao cham vao, chwa mét [an, toi
khéng biét ho c6 thé’cham vao hay khong, nhung
néu Therriault ¢§ cham vao t6i - hodc tom 14y t6i
- t6i dinh sé& quat han ta bang mot chong sach vo.

Nhung ma hén ta bién mét roi.

Mot tuén troi qua, roi hai tuan. Toi nhe nguoi,
hén rang da qua cai han bdc hoi ctia han.

Toi tham gia tuyén tré ctia ddi boi truc thudc
Hoi Thanh nién Co ddc, va vao mét ngay thi
Bay cudi thang Nam, chung t6i ¢6 budi tap luyén
cudi cung cho mdt cudc thi & Brooklyn - cudc thi
sé dién ra vao cudi tuan sau d6. Me cho t6i muoi
do6 la d€ &n gi day sau khi tap, va dén toi - nhuw
me van ludn din - 1a phai nhé khoa ta d6 lai
d€ khong bi ai thdé mét tién hodc dong ho (du
thé, toi khong hiéu sao lai ¢6 ai d6 mudn trom di
chiéc Timex xoang xinh). T6i héi me ¢ tdi xem
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thi ddu khong. Me ngudc 1én khoi tap ban thao
dang doc d& va bao, “Me tra 10i Tan thit tu roi
day, Jamie, me co di. Me sé t&i xem cudc thi. Me
ghi vao lich r6i.”

T6i mdi hoi dén Tan thi hai thoi (hodc 1a lan
ba), nhung t6i khong néi lai me, chi hon 1én ma
me va di ra hanh lang, téi chd thang may. Khi
canh ctta m¢ ra, Therriault dang ditng trong do,
cudi diéu cwedi nhe nhon cua hin va chdm chim
nhin t6i bang mo6t bén méat cdn nguyén ciing nhu
mot bén mat da vang ra khoi hdc. C6 mdt to gidy
duoc cai trén 4o so mi ctia hin. Loi trin tréi khi
tir te. Dong chit sé ludn o trén to gidy va vét mau
ban trén d6 s& ludn tuoi nguyén.

“Me may bi ung thu, nha v6 dich a. Vi thudc
1a. Me may sé chét trong vong sau thang nira.”

Toi dirng chét tran tai chd, ha h6c modm.

Canh ctra thang may trueot dong lai. Toi phat
ra mot am thanh - rit 1én, rén 1én, t6i khong biét
nira - va t6i phai dya nguoi vao tuong dé khong
nga xudng.

Ho phdi néi cho may biét sy thdt, t6i nghi. Me
may sdp chét.
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Nhung khi ddu 6c tinh tdo hon mét chut,
mot suy nghi lac quan hon xuat hién. Toi tém ldy
né nhu ké chét dudi tam 14y mot be gb trodi dat.
Nhueng c6 1€ ho chi phai néi sw that néu may dat cdu
héi cho ho. Néu khong, c6 1€ ho cd thé'bia ra bat cip thir
cua ng nao ho muon.

T6i khong mudn di tap boi sau vu do nira,
nhung néu t6i khong di, huén luyén vién cé thé
goi cho me dé€ hdi xem t6i & dau. Thé la me sé
mudn biét t6i da di dau, va khi &y t6i phai noi gi
véi me? Rang tdi so Thumper dang cho tdi & goc
phd? Hodc la ¢ sanh cho cua toa nha Hoi Thanh
nién? Hodc (vi 1€ nao do, day lai la vién canh
kinh khi€p nhat), han & trong phong tam, v6 hinh
tredc mét nhitng cau thiéu nién tran trudng dang
rira sach mui clo?

Liéu tdi sé ndi voi me 12 me bi mic cin bénh
ung thw khon kiép chang?

Thé la toi dén budi tdp, va nhu ban co thé
doan, t6i dién cudng boi. Huédn luyén vién bao
toi gitr thang dau, va t6i phai tu cdu nach minh dé
ngén ban than khdng trao nwdc mat. Téi da phai
cau cat luc.

Khi t6i vé nha, me van chim dim trong tap

ban thao. Toi chua timg thdy me huat thudc ké tix
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khi Liz bé di, nhung t6i biét me thinh thoang van
udng ruou khi t6i khong & gan - cung véi nhitng
tac gia va nhiéu bién tap vién - thé nén t6i nguri
ngtri khi hén me, va chang ngti thay gi ngoai mot
chiat mui nwdc hoa. Hoac 1a mui kem boi mat, vi
hom dé la thit Bay. Mot thi gi dé cua phu ntx,
tom lai la vay.

“Con ¢6 bi cam lanh khéng thé, Jamie? Con
lau ngwoi can than sau khi boi ddy chx?”

“R6i a. Me &, me khong con hat thude nita
dau, dung khéng?”

“Ra la vu nay.” Me dat ban thao xudng va
vuron tay vuon chan. “Khong con nira. Me chura
hut mét diéu nao ké tir khi Liz bo di.”

K€ tir khi me dudi c6 dy di, t61 nghi.

“Gan day me c6 t6i bac s khong? Dé kiém tra
dinh ky &y?”

Me nhin t6i nghi hodc. “Cé van dé gi thé?
Con dang nhiu hét may lai kia.”

“A thy”, t6i ndi, “me 1a nguoi than duy nhét caa
con. Néu c6 chuyén gi d6 xay ra voi me, con dau thé
tdi sOng voi bac Harry déau, phai khong nao?”

Me lam mdt biéu cdm hai hwdc sau ciu ndi
do, roi bat cuoi va 6m 14y toi. “Me khde ma, nhoc

-214 -



STEPHEN KING

con. Vita ki®ém tra dinh ky hang ndm cach day hai
thang, néi cho con biét vay. Két qua xuat sac.”

Va trébng me On that. Tuoi tan, hong hao, nhuw
nguoi ta van néi. Khong bi sut can 1o lidu t6i muc
nhan ra duwoc bang méat thuong, cling khéng bi ho
toi long ca éc. Mac du bénh ung thu khéng nhat
dinh chi dién ra & hong hay phdi cia nguoi ta, toi
biét vy.

“Vang... thé thi t6t. Mg la vay.”

“Me ciing mung. Gio thi pha cho me con mot
cOc ca phé di va d€ me doc ndt ban thao nay nhé.”

“NO6 ¢6 hay khong?”

“Sw that la, hay ddy.”

“Hay hon nhitng tap truyén Roanoke ctia 6ng
Thomas khong?”

“Hay hon nhiéu, nhung tinh thuong mai thi
khong bang, troi a.”

“Con udng mot cdc ca phé duoc khong a?”

Me tho dai. “Nira c6c thoi. Bay gio thi d€ me
doc da.”
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hi dang lam bai kiém tra toan cudi cung

cta minh vao nam ay, t6i nhin ra ngoai

ra sO va thdy Kenneth Therriault diing

trén san bong rd. Han lai lam cai man cudi nhe

nhén va ngoic ngoac tay. Téi nhin tro lai bai

kiém tra, roi lai ngudce 1én. Van & d6, va gan hon.

Han quay dau dé t6i 6 thé nhin rd vét toac mau

tim den, cOong vdi nhitng cai xwong nhon dang

lia chia xung quanh. T6i lai nhin xuéng to gidy

kiém tra, va dén Ian thit ba t6i ngudce lén, thi hin

da di mat. Nhung t6i biét han sé quay lai. Han

khdng gidng nhu nhitng nguoi khac. Han khong
hé giong nhitng nguoi khac.

Pén khi thiay Laghari bao chung t6i ndp bai,

toi van chua giai xong ndm cau cudi cung. Tdi bi
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diém D trit, va c6 mét 101 phé ¢ dau bai kiém tra:
That ding thdt vong, Jamie. Em phdi cd gdng hon. Toi
da néi gi trong moi tiét hoc, it nhdt mot lin? Diéu ma
thay ay noi la néu ban bi tut lai trong mdn toén,

ban s€ khong bao gio bit kip lai duoc.

Toan khdng qua ddc biét & khia canh d9, du
cho thay Laghari ¢6 thé nghi nhu vay. Diéu nay
dung d6i véi hau hét moi mon hoc. Nhu dé€ nhan
manh sy that nay, moét lac sau, ciing trong hdm
4y, toi da c6 mot bai ki€m tra lich st be bét. Khong
phai vi Therriault diing ngay chd bang den hay
gli, ma la boi t6i khong thé dung nghi tdi chuyén
han ta cd thé' diing ngay chd bang den.

Toi cam giac han ta muon tdi hoc hanh bét bat.
Ban c6 thé cuoi trude suy nghi nay, nhing nguoi
ta van bao, néu d6 1a sy that thi khong bi tinh 1a
hoang twong. Vai bai kiém tra té hai khong khién
toi khong qua dugc mon, chuyén dé sé khong
xay ra vao thoi di€ém gan két thuc nam hoc, va
sau day toi sé dugc nghi he, nhung con nam téi
thi sao, chuyén sé thé nao néu hin van lwon 1o
quanh day?

Hon nita, diéu gi sé xay ra néu héan tré nén
manh hon? T6i khong mudn tin vao chuyén do,
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nhung chi riéng sy that réng hdn van o day da
cho thdy d¢ 1a diéu kha thi. N6 ¢6 thé la sir that.

Tam sur cho modt ai khac co thé khién tinh hinh
kha hon, va me la mot lia chon hop ly, me sé€ tin
t6i, nhung t6i lai khong mudn lam me hoang. Me
da hoang so du r6i, khi me nghi ring cong ty c6
nguy co sup dd va me khong thé lo dugc cho toi
va anh trai me. Viéc t6i da giup me thoat ra khoi
tinh canh &y c6 thé khién me tw trach ban than
cho tinh canh t6i gap phai hién nay. Suy nghi theo
hudng d6 that la vo ly, téi nghi vay, nhung c6 thé
lai hop 1y theo dién gidi ctia me. Hon nita, me
mudn bo lai toan bd nhitng chuyén nay sau lung
- cai chuyén nhin thdy nguoi chét. Va day mdéi la
véan dé: me c6 th€lam gi chit, ngay ca khi toi thuc
sw k& lai cho me? C6 thé d6 tdi cho Liz, vi ngay tir
dau, co ta la nguoi da day téi téi gap Therriault,
nhung chi thé€ ma thoi.

T6i nghi nhanh téi viéc néi chuyén voi co
Peterson, tu van vién cua truwong, nhung co
&y 6 thé cho rang toi bi do giac, ¢ 16 1a bi suy
nhuoc than kinh. C6 4y sé bao cho me. Toi thdm
chi nghi t6i viéc k& cho Liz, nhung Liz thi c6 th&
lam gi? Rit siing caa cb ta ra va ban hidn a? Chic

may man nhé, vi han von da chét r6i. Bén canh
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do, t6i da xong viéc vai Liz, hodc chi la toi nghi
vay. Toi chi ¢6 mét minh, va d6 la mét tinh canh
cd djc, dang so.

Me t6i téi xem cudc thi boi, va toi boi nhw
mot dira do hoi trong moi hang muc. Trén duong
vé nha, me dm tdi va ndi rang ai cling c6 nhitng
ngay bi mat phong do ca, va toi sé thé hién t6t
hon vao lan ti€p theo. Khi dy, toi suyt nita da
budt mom ndi ra tat ca, va két thic béng ndi so
cua toi - gio thi t6i thdy cling kha chinh dang -
rang Kenneth Therriault dang ¢8 hay hoai doi
toi, vi toi da phé hong ké hoach cho nd qua bom
cudi ciing, man trinh dién hoanh trang nhat cta
han. Néu ching t6i khong ngbi trén taxi, c6 1&
toi da ké hét ca. Nhung vi dang ¢ trén mot chiéc
taxi, toi chi nga dau lén vai me, nhu diéu toi
tirng lam khi con nhé va nghi rang con ga tay
duoc vé bang ban tay ndm ngén ctia minh 1a bkc
tranh tuyét voi nhat chi sau Mona Lisa. N6i cho
ban biét, diéu té nhat cua sy truwong thanh la nd

khién ban cam hong.
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hi t6i roi khoéi can hd chung cu cta
minh vao ngay cudi cung cua ndm hoc,
Therriault lai mét lan nita xuit hién
¢ thang may. Cuoi nhe nhén va cong ngoén tay.
Han han da nghi t6i s& khiim nim nhuw lan dau
toi thay hdn & day, nhung t6i khéng nhu vay nita.
Puoc r6i, t61 s¢, nhung khong con s nhu trudc,
vi t&i ¢4 dan quen véi hén, cai kiéu ban quen dan
voi mot cuc u hay mot vét bot trén khuén mét
minh, ngay ca khi n6 xdu phat hon. Lan nay, tdi
titc gian hon la s¢ hai, vi hin ta khong chiu dé
cho toi yén than.
Thay vi lui lai, téi dan budc 1én truede, vuon
canh tay ra d€ ngdn ctra thang may dong lai. Toi
khéng dinh vao trong véi han - Chua oi, khéng
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nhé! - nhung t6i sé khong dé cira déng lai trudc
khi thu vé vai cau tra 10i.
“Me tao co that sy bi ung thu khong?”

M6t Jan nta, mat han van xoan nhu thé toi
lam dau han, va lai mét lan nita, t6i hy vong minh

d3 1am hin dau that.

“Me tao co thdt sw bi ung thw khong?”

“Tao khdng biét.” Cai cach han ta chong choc
nhin t6i... ban biét cau ndi &y chu, re‘”mg anh mat
6 thé lam chét nguoi?

“Th€ thi sao may lai noi thé?”

“Vi tao ghét may”, Therriault néi, nhe rang ra.

“Tai sa0o may van & day? Lam sao may c6 thé?”

“Tao khong biét.”

“Xéo di.”

Han khéng ndi gi.

“Xéo di.”

“Tao sé khong di. Tao khong bao gio di.”

Cau néi nay lam tdi s¢ diéng nguoi, va canh
tay toi trwot tro lai than nguoi, nhu thé nd vira

deo ta.
“Gap lai may sau, nha v6 dich.”
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Canh ctra trugt dong lai, nhung budng thang
may khong di chuyén vi khong c6 ai ¢ bén trong
d€ nhan nut. Khi toi bAm cai nat bén ngoai, canh
cra md ra dé€ 16 budng thang may trong khong,
nhung t6i van chon di thang bo.

May sé quen v6i hdn thoi, t6i nghi. May da quen
v6i cdi 16 trén didu hin va may sé quen véi hin. Hin
ddu thé'lam hai may diu.

Nhung theo mdt cach nao d6, hén da lam hai
t0i r6i: di€ém D trit & bai kiém tra toan va lam tan
tanh cudc thi boi cta t6i - 46 maéi chi 1a hai vi du.
To6i bi mat ngu (me da phai binh ludn vé quang
tham bén dudi mat ctia t6i); va nhitng tiéng dong
binh thuong, ngay ca tiéng mdt cudn sach bj roi
trong phong hoc, cling khién t6i nhay dung 1én.
T6i cir nghi dén viéc md ta d6 ra dé€ 1ay mot cai
40, va han ta sé ¢ trong d6, 6ng ke ctia riéng toi.
Hodc 1a & bén dudi givdong, va 16 han tém 18y cd
tay t6i hodc cai chan lung lang cua t6i trong khi
t6i dang ngu thi sao? Toi khong nghi han c6 the
tém, nhung t6i ciing dau cé chic duoc, nhat 1a
trong trudng hop han manh lén.

L& tdi thiec gidc va thady han dang nam trén
givong cung toi thi sao? Tham chi 1a hin cé thé
tom ldy cta quy cua toi niva?
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D6 1a mot suy nghi ma mét khi da nghi roi thi
khong thé khong nghi dugc nira.

Va con mét chuyén khac, mét chuyén tham
chi con té hon. L& nhu hin ta vin am toi - day la
chuyén dang xay ra, dugc chua - khi t6i hai muoi
tudi thi sao? Hodc la khi toi 1én bén chuc tudi?
Chuyén sé ra sao néu hén van & day khi toi chét
lic tdm muoi chin tusi? Han sé cho dé dén t6i toi
kiép sau - noi ma han sé& tiép tuc am tdi ngay ca
khi toi da chét?

Néu day la diéu ma ta nhdn dwoc sau khi lam viéc
t6t, vao mot dém, t6i nghi téi viéc nay, nhin ra
ngoai clra s& va nhin Thumper ding trén phg,
dudi cai dén duong ctia han, thi minh khong bao

{10 mudn lam mgt viéc t6t nao nira.

-223 -



Vao cudi thang Sau, me con tdi téi gap bac
Harry, 1a chuyén tham dién ra mdi thang mot lan.
Bac khéng con néi nhiéu nira va hiém khi bac téi
phong sinh hoat chung. D bac van chua téi ndm
muoi tudi, téc bac da chuyén bac trang nhu tuyét.

Mebao, “Jamie mang cho anh mén banh rugelach
cua tiém Zabar’s nay, Harry. Anh muén an mét
chat khong?”

T6i gio 1én cai tai tir chd minh dang ding, &
161 vao phong (t6i khong thye sy mudn di vao tan
bén trong), mim cwdi va cam thdy minh hoi gidng
ngudi mau trong chwong trinh Hay chon gid diing.

Béac Harry dap, t6.

“Nghia la ‘cd” phai khong?” Me hai.
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Bac Harry bao ong, va xua xua hai ban tay vé
phia t6i. Ban khong can phai la siéu nhan doc tam
tri d€ biét dugc dieu d6 cb nghia la, déch can cai
banh nao hét.

“Anh mudn ra ngoai khong? Troi dep 1am.”

Toi khong chac la trong nhitng ngay gan day,
bac Harry con hi€u ra ngoai la gi nita khong.

“Pé& em giup anh ddy”, me noi va cam tay
bac lén.

“Khéng!” Bac Harry lén tiéng. Chéng ong,
chang t6, chang tdc, khong. RS rang nhu tiéng
chudng kéu. Mat bac md to va bat dau ngap
nudc. Sau d6, van bang giong trong nhir chudng,
bac hoi, “Ai d6?”

“La Jamie. Anh biét Jamie ma, Harry.”

Nhung bac &y khong biét t6i, khong con biét
nita, va bac cing khong nhin t6i. Bac dang nhin
qua vai t6i. Toi khong can quay lai dé€ xem c6 thix
gi & d6, nhung du sao thi t6i van lam vay.

“Tht ma ldo ta mac mang tinh di truyén”,
Therriault ndi, “anh hwong t6i cac thé€ hé nam
gioi. May sé giéng lao, nha vo dich a. May sé
giong nhw 1o triede khi may kip nhén ra.”
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“Jamie?”, me hoi. “Con 6n chix?”

“On a”, t6i ndi, nhin vé phia Therriault. “Con

\

on ma.”

Nhung t6i khong 6n, va nu cwdi nhan nhd

ctia Therriault thé hién rang han rat hiéu.
“Cuat di!” Bac Harry néi. “Cuat di, cat di, cat di!”
Thé'la chung t6i cut.

Ca ba nguoi bon nay.
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0i vira dinh k&€ cho me t6i moi chuyén -
t0i can phai trat hét ra, ngay ca khi né
¢ thé khién me s¢ va budn - thi moi
thir chot nhu nguoi ta hay bao: hanh s tai thién.
Chuyén xay ra vao thang Bay nam 2013, khoang
ba tuan triedc chuyén thim bac Harry hang thang

cua me con toi.

Sang som hom ay, me t6i nhan dwoc mét
cudc goi trong khi dang chuéan bi téi van phong.
Toi khi &y dang ng6i ¢ ban an, vira nhanh nhanh
chéng chdng an Cheerios, vira dé y nghe ngong.
Me budc ra khdi phong ngu, kéo khda chan vay.
“Marty Burkett gdp phai mét tai nan nho t6i qua.
Bi truegt nga hay sao do6 - me nghi la khi di toilet
- va bi chdn thuong héng. Ong bao 1a 6ng 6n, va
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chic thé that, nhung ciing c6 thé 1a 8ng chi dang
ra vé ta day.”

“Vang”, t6i dap vay, cha yéu vi moi sy sé
ludn an toan hon khi thuan theo 16i me, mdi khi
me dang vdi vd cudng cudng va cd gang lam
khoang ba viéc khac nhau cuing mét Itc. Nhung
ca nhan t6i nghi 6ng Burkett da hoi bi gia d€ con
ra vé ta day, du rang ciing kha tha vi khi tuong
twong 6ng dong chinh trong mot b phim kiéu
nhw Ké hity diét: Nhitng nim thing nghi huu®. Lic
lic cay gay ctia 6ng va tuyén bd, “Ta sé trd lai.”
Toi cam cai bat cia minh 1én va bit dau hup sita.

“Jamie, me da bao con bao lan la dirng c6 lam
vay r6i?”

Toi khong thé nhd me tirng dan t6i vy nay
bao gio chua, vi c6 mot s6 yéu cau tir nhitng bac
phu huynh, déc biét 1a nhitng yéu cau lién quan
téi phép tic trén ban an, thuong hay bj t6i bo
qua. “Néu khong thi con phai lam thé nao dé dn
hét cha?”

Me th¢ dai. “Théi bé qua di. Me da chuan bi
mon bé 10 cho bira t6i, nhung chang ta c6 thé an
burger, néu nhu con danh ra dugc chat thoi gian

trong lich trinh xem ti vi va choi game trén dién

38 Nguyén van: Terminator: The retirement years.
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thoai hét sitc ban biu ctia minh, dé mang mén
banh bé 10 téi cho Marty. Me khong di duoc, kin
lich rdi. Chac la con khéng sén long dau nhi? Rbi
sau d6, goi bao cho me tinh hinh ctia 6ng ay?”

Ban dau t6i khong dap lai. T6i cam giac nhu
minh vira bi bua gé vao dau. Mot vai y tuong nay
sinh kiéu d6. Ngoai ra, toi cam thay minh dan
d6n hét mic. Tai sao t6i lai chwa timg nghi t6i
ong Burkett nhi?

“Jamie? Jamie, hién hon lai nao.”

“Chéc chén r6i a”, t6i dap. “Con sén sang ma.”

“That khong?”

”Thét.”

“Con ¢6 6m khong? C6 bi sot khong?”

“Ha ha”, t6i dap. ”Chéng budn cuoi gi hét.”

Me vé lay vi tién. “Me sé dua con tién tax—"

“Khéng can dau me, chi can me cho d6 an
vao tii thoi. Con sé di bd.”

“That khong?”, me lai hoi, trong rat ngac
nhién. “Di b0 tdi tan Park?”

“Chac chin ma. Con c6 thé tap thé duc luon.”
Khong dung hoan toan. Diéu t6i can la thoi gian,
dé dam bao rang y twdng cua t6i la mot y hay, va
néu nhuw vay, thi t6i phai ké chuyén nhu thé nao.
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la gido su Burkett, vi 6ng da giang bai

cho t6i vao hom d6. Ong day cho toi
rat nhidu diéu. Nhung treede khi day, dng da lang
nghe. Toi ting noéi la téi phai k€ chuyén cho mét
ai d6, nhung t6i khong biét rang minh c6 thé nhe
long téi vay khi trat di ganh nédng - cho dén khi
toi thye sy lam diéu dy.

Ong ra md cira, khong chi tap ténh trén mot
cdy gy - toi tung nhin thdy 6ng dung nd - ma
phai dung tdi hai cay gay. Mt 6ng sang 1én khi
nhin thay t6i, thé nén toi doén la éng vui 1am khi
c6 ngudi dén choi. Tré con van hay coi minh la
trung tam ctia moi s ma (toi chic ré“mg ban hiéu

diéu nay, néu nhu ban than ban ting la tré con,
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ha ha), va sau nay t6i méi nhan ra rang, 6ng iy
han da c6 don, rat c6 don trong nhitng ndm thang
sau khi Mona chét. Ong c6 mot nguoi con gai ©
bo T4y, nhung diu cho ¢ ta c6 ti tham ong thi
t6i cling chura tirng nhin thdy, hay nhé dén cau
tuyén bd ngay phia trén vé nhiing dira tré va viéc
chang ty coi minh la trung tam thé gidi.

”“Jamie! Chau tdi va mang theo ca qua!”

“Chi la m§t moén bo 10 thoi a”, t6i ndi. “Chau
dodn la banh kiéu Thuy Dién.”

“Cé 18 y chau la banh thit ciru. Ong nghi 1a
ngon 1am day. Ch4u t6t bung c6 thé cat vao hop
lanh gitp 6ng dugc khéng? Ong bi vuéng may
thiz...” Ong nhéc hai cay gay 1én khoi san nha,
va trong mot khoanh khac hoang hét, tdi da nghi
ong sé nga sdp mat xudng ngay trudc mat toi,
nhung 6ng da chong gay lai vira kip lac.

“Puogc chit a”, t6i ndi va di vao bép. Toi cam
thay that tha vi khi 6ng goi ta lanh 1a hdp lanh
va goi cac loai xe hoi la 6 t6. Dting 1a mau nguoi
truyén théng. O, va éng con goi dién thoai 48 ban
la cdy ndm truyén tin nita chix. Téi thich cai tir
nay dén do toi ciing dung theo. Bay git vin vay.

Khong kho d€ cat mén bo 10 ctia me vao hop
lanh, vi dng 4y gan nhu ching c6 gi trong d6 ca.
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Ong buéc ndng né sau t6i va hoi dao nay tdi thé
nao. T6i dong ctra hop lanh, quay vé phia 6ng va
noi, “Khong on 14m a.”

Ong nhudn cao c3p 16ng may lia chia. “Khong
on u? Sao vay?”

“Chuyén kha dai a”, t6i noi. “Co 1€ 6ng sé
nghi la chau bi dién, nhung chau phai k€ chuyén
vdi ai d6, va chau nghi 6ng la ngroi dugc chon.”

“C6 phaila vé m4y cai nhan ctia Mona khong?”

T6i ha hoc mom.

Gi4o sw Burkett mim cudi. “Ong chua timg
tin 1a me ch4u tinh c& tim dwoc nhan trong ti dd.
Qué ngau nhién réi. Qud mitc ngiu nhién. Ong
thoang nghi 1a ¢6 &y ty dit nhan vao ti, nhung
moi hanh ddng ctia con nguodi déu dugc dua trén
dong co va co hdi, trong khi me chau khong c6
ca hai thir. Vi ca, chiéu hom &y ong qua budn dé
nghi sau hon vé viéc nay.”

“Vi Ong vira mat vg.”

“Pung thé.” Ong nhac gay 1én, du d€ gét ban
tay ctia 6ng cham vao nguec, noi tra ngu cua trai
tim. Hanh dong ay khién t6i buon thay cho 6ng.
“Vay da c6 chuyén gi, Jamie? Ong nghi dén lic
nay thi moi su cling da thanh nudc chay may troi,
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nhung véi tu cach la nguoi danh ra ca doi doc
truyén trinh thdm, 6ng van mudn biét 1o giai cta
nhitng nghi van.”

“Vo¢ 6ng da cho chau biét”, toi noi.

Ong chim chim nhin t3i, trong cin bép.

“Chau nhin thdy nguoi chét”, tdi noi.

Sudt mot khoang lang dai, ong khong dap lai
gi va khién ti so hai. R6i 6ng bao, “Ong nghi 1a
minh can mét tht gi d6 cé cafein. Ong nghi hai
chung ta déu can. R6i chau c6 thé ké cho 6ng moi

thit trong dau chau. Ong néng long dugc nghe.”

-233-



ido su Burkett truyén thdng téi ndi

ong khong co6 tai tra loc, chi cé tra

khong dong goi, cat hét trong mét cai
hop kim loai. Trong khi t6i chd &m nwdc sdi, 6ng
chi cho t6i chd 18y thit ma dng goi 1a “béng loc
trd” va huéng dan tdi cho bao nhiéu tra vao qua
bong d6 thi vira. Pha tra la mét quy trinh hay ho.
T6i ludn thich ca phé hon, nhung d6i khi mdt &m
tra méi la chuan. N6 khién moi su tré nén nghiém
tic, vi mot 1é nao do.

Gido su Burkett bao tdi rang, tra phai duogc
ngam nam phut trong nudc méi dun séi - khong
nhiéu hon, khong it hon. Ong dit gid, chi cho toi
chd 18y tach va budc 16p cop vao phong khach.
To6i nghe thdy tiéng thd phao nhe nhdm khi 6ng
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ngoi xudng cai ghé yéu thich ctia minh. Va c6 mot
tiéng dong nghe nhu tiéng xi hoi. Nghe khéng
gidng tiéng trumpet, gidng tiéng ken oboe hon.

To1i rét hai tach tra, d€'1én khay cung véi mét
bat duwong va mot hop sira loai ntra sita nira kem
(1&y ra tir hop lanh, ma cudi cung thi ca hai chiing
toi déu khong dung sira, c6 1é day la mét diéu
tot vi n6 da qua han duwgc mot thang). Gido su
Burkett cam 1én tach tra den khong pha thém gi
va chép mdi & ngay ngum dau tién. “Xuat sic,
Jamie. Hoan hao ngay tw [an thir dau tay.”

“Chéu cam on a.” Toéi phéng khodng thém
duong vao tach caa minh. Me sé hét lén néu
t6i d8 t6i ba thia dudong day &p, nhung gido su
Burkett thi chang bao gio néi gi.

“Gio thi k€ cho 6ng cau chuyén cua chau di.
Ong chéng c6 gi ngoai thoi gian.”

“Ong c6 tin chdu khéng? Vé m4y cai nhan &y?”

“A”, ong noi, “Ong tin vao diéu chau tin. Va
ong biét r6 nhitng chi€c nhan da duogc im thay,
va dang dugc cdt trong hop bao mét cua 6ng &
ngan hang. Cho 6ng biét di, Jamie, gia nhu 6ng
héi me chau, liéu c6 dy c6 xac thuc cdu chuyén

cua chau khong?”
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“Cé a, nhung chau mong 6ng dimg lam thé.
Chau quyét dinh ké chuyén cho 6ng vi chau
khong mudn nédi véi me. Nghe chuyén me sé
phién long.”

Ong nhdp tra, tay cam tach run nhe, roi dat
tra xudng va nhin vao t6i. Hodc c6 thé la nhin
thdu t6i. Toi van c6 thé nhin thay déi mat xanh
lam sang r& va cham chu cta 6ng, dut n6é & bén
duwéi mot cdp 16ng may lia chia khdp huéng. “Thé
thi ké cho 6ng nghe di. Thuyét phuc 6ng di.”

Sau khi da duot lai cdu chuyén ctia minh
trong chuyén di by téi day, toi co thé ké kha
mach lac. To6i bit d4u véi Robert Harrison - ban
biét ddy, nguodi dan 6ng & Cong vién Trung tam -
roi chuyén sang viéc nhin thdy ba Burkett, va sau
d6 1a tat ca nhitng chuyén con lai. Mat kha nhiéu
thoi gian. Khi t6i két thuc, tach tra cta t6i chi con
phang phat mot chit hoi &m (c6 khi con ching
&m téi vay), nhung t6i van udng mot ngum 16n,
vi kho hong.

Gido su Burkett bdn khodn r6i 1én tiéng,
“Chau t6i phong ngu ctia dng dugc khong, Jamie,
va mang cho ong cdi iPad ra day? N6 ¢ trén ban
dau givong.”
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Phong 6ng 4y c¢6 cai mui hoi giéng phong cua
bac Harry ¢ vién cham soc, cdng thém mot mui
huong néng néng ma tdéi doan la dau xoa cho
cai hong dau. Téi cdm ldy cai iPad va quay trd
lai. Ong khong c6 iPhone, chi stt dung ciy nam
truyén tin dugc treo trén twong phong bép, nhue
canh trong mot b¢ phim c6, nhung 6ng ay rat meé
cai may tinh bang. Ong m& may ra khi t6i dwa né
cho 6ng (man hinh khoi dong la biec hinh chup
mot cap déi tré mac d6 cudi, tdi doan d6 la dng
va ba Burkett), roi dng bat dau choc 1én man hinh.

”Ong dinh tra vé Therriault a?”

Ong lac dau, khong ngang lén. “Ngudi dan
6ng ¢ Coéng vién Trung tam. Chau ndi minh dang
hoc cap mét khi nhin thay éng ta nhi?”

“Vang.”

“Vay thi d6 phai la ndm 2003... c6 thé la
2004... a, day r6i.” Ong doc, khom lung xudng
cai mdy tinh bang va thi thoang lai cao cdo chd
téc che mat (6ng c6 nhiéu téc 1dm). Cudi cung,
ong ngang lén va bao, “Chau nhin thdy 6ng ta
nam chét & d6 va cling thay dng ta dung canh
chinh minh. Me chau ciing ¢6 thé xac nhan diéu
do6 a?”
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“Me biét la chau khéng ndi déi, vi chau biét
nguoi dan 6ng 4y dang méc ao gi, trong khi phan
than trén cta 6ng ta da bi phu lai. Nhung chau
khong that sy mudén—"

“Hiéu roi, hoan toan hiéu. Gio ta xét tdi
cudn sach cudi cung cua Regis Thomas. N6
chua duoc viét—"

“Vang, ngoai trkt vai chuong dau tién. Chau
nghi vay.”

“Nhung me chau c6 thé nhat nhanh du chi
tiét d€ tu viét ndt phan con lai cua cudn sach, sk
dung chdu lam nguoi trung gian?”

To6i chura tirng nghi minh la mét nguoi trung
gian, nhung theo cach nao d6 thi 6ng ay noéi
dung. “Chau nghi thé. Giéng nhu trong Am dnh
kinh hoang®.” Va d€ dap lai biéu cam bdi rdi cua
éng, t6i ti€p tuc: “D6 la tén mot bd phim. Ong
Burkett... gido sw... 6ng c6 nghi la chau bi dién
khéng?” To6i gan nhu chang quan tdm nita, vi
cam giac nhe long khi trat dugc hét moi thi ra
qué ddi tuyét voi.

“Khdng”, 6ng dap, nhung mot diéu gi d6 - co
1€ 1a trang thai nhe nhdm cua t6i - khién 6ng phai

3 Nguyén van: The Conjuring.
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gio 1én mot ngon tay canh bao. “Nhung diéu nay
khong cé nghia la 6ng tin chau, it nhét la chua
tin chitng nao chua nhan dugc sy xac thyc tir
me chau, va 6ng da dong y la sé khong di hoi
cd &y. Nhung 6ng cé thé néi thé nay: 6ng khdng
hoan toan khong tin. Chu yéu la vi mdy chiéc
nhan, nhung ciing vi cudn sach cudi cling ctia
Thomas that sy ton tai. DU rang 6ng chua doc.”
Ong bay ra mét biéu cam khé ta véi cau néi sau
chét. “Chau noéi ban ctia me - ban cii - cling ¢4 thé
xac thiec phan cudi, phan dic sic nhat trong cau
chuyén cua chau.”

“Vang a, nhung—"

Ong gio mét tay 1én, nhu didu 6ng da lam
ca nghin [an truwdc nhitng sinh vién nhén nhao
trong l6op hoc. “Chéu cling khong mudn 6ng néi
chuyén véi ¢o ta, va ong co ban hiéu ly do. Ong
chi moi gédp co ta mot lan, va dong khong quan
tam tdi c6 ta. C6 ta thitc sy mang ma tiy vao nha
chau a?”

“Chau khong tan mét nhin thay, nhung néu
me chau noi la c6 ta da lam vay, thi d6 la sy that.”

Ong dit may tinh bang sang mot bén va vust
vudt cdy gay trg thu ctia minh, né c6 mét dau
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nam mau trang. “Thé thi that t5t khi Tia da thoat
khoi c6 ta. Con tay Therriault nay, ké ma chau néi
dang 4m chau. Han ta c6 dang & day khong?”

“Khéng a.” Nhung t6i van nhin quanh dé&
chéc chan.

“Di nhién la chau mudn thoat khéi han ta.”

“Vang, nhung chau khdéng biét phai lam
thé nao.”

Ong nhdp tra, cAm céi tach nghién ngam, roi
dat tach xudng va lai cham cht nhin t6i béng doi
mét xanh lam. Ong da gia, nhung d6i mit thi
khong. “Mot van dé thu vi, dac biét la doi véi mot
quy 6ng gia cdi da bat gdp dua loai sinh vat siéu
nhién trong sw nghiép doc sach ctia minh. Nhitng
cudn sach gothic day ray nhirng sinh vat nhu thé,
qudi vat caa Frankenstein va ba tucc Dracula
chi la hai nhan vat xuat hién thuong xuyén nhat
trong phim anh. Con nhiéu 1am, trong vin hoc
va truyén dan gian chau Au. Hay gia st, it nhat
la trong ltic nay, rang tay Therriault khong chi la
san pham twdng tuong cua chau. Hay gia st la
hin thuc su £6n tai.”

To6i phai kim lai & khong phan d6i, ring hér
ta ton tai thdt. Gido sw da biét téi tin vao diéu gj,
chinh 6ng da néi roi.
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“Hay tién thém mot budce nita. Dya trén nhirng
gi chau k& cho 6ng vé nhitng [an khac ma chau
thdy nguoi chét - bao gém ca vo Ong - thi tat ca
bon ho déu bién méat sau vai ngay. Di téi...” Ong
xua tay. “... toi bat cit dau. Nhung tay Therriault
nay thi khong. Hin van & day. Thuc té€la, chau con
nghi hdn ta c6 thé trd nén manh hon.”

“Ch4u kha chac 1a nhuw vay.”

“Néu thé, ¢6 1é hin ta khong con la Kenneth
Therriaultnita. Cé1énhiing gi con lai cia Therriault
sau khi chét da bi ma quy chiém doat - d6 mdi la
tir ding, chtt khdng phai chiém hitu.” Han éng
da nhin thay biéu cam cua t6i, thé nén 6ng nhanh
chong bo sung, “Chung ta chi dang gia st thoi,
Jamie. Ong sé néi thing, 6ng nghi rang kha niang
16n 1a chau dang bi anh hwong boi chitng rdi loan
than kinh khu tr, nén chau sé nhin thay ao giac.”

“N0i theo cach khac la bi dién.” DBén lac ay,
t6i van cam thdy mimng vi da k& chuyén cho dng,
nhung két ludn ctaa 6ng lai té hai téi cung cuc, du
rang t6i cling phan nao dy doan duoc digu dé.

Ong xua tay. “Bay nao. Ong khong hé nghi
th&. R rang chau vin dang van hanh trong th&
gidi thyc, binh thudng nhu tir triede tdi nay. Va
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ong phai thira nhan la cau chuyén cua chdu cd rat
nhiéu yéu t6 kho c6 thé giai thich mét cach ly tri
tuyét d8i. Ong khong nghi ngd viée chdu da cung
Tia va nguoi ban cii ctia ¢6 &y t6i ngodi nha cua
éng Thomas da qua doi. Ong ciing khéng nghi
ngo viéc tham ti Dutton da dua chau téi noi lam
viéc caa Therriault ciing nhw can hy chung cuw
ctia han ta. Néu nhu ¢6 ta & day - 6ng dang néi t6i
Ellery Queen, moét trong nhitng bac thay suy luan
yéu thich ctia 6ng - ¢ 4y héan sé tin vao nang luc
ndi chuyén véi nhitng linh hon cta chau. Diéu
nay dan ta quay lai véi noi & ctia 6ng Thomas. O
day, han réng thdm t& Dutton da phai trong thay
gl do ¢ thé thuyét phuc cd ta.”

“Chau khéng hiéu”, t6i noi.

“Khéng can ban tam.” Ong d6 nguoi ra
trwedc. “Tdt ca nhitng gi 6ng dang ndi chi la, du
cho 6ng nghiéng vé nhitng diéu ly tri, nhitng
diéu da duwgc thdu hiéu, ciing nhu kinh nghiém
ban than - 6ng chua tirng thdy ma va cling chua
tirng thay nhang 1én modt khoanh khéc tién tri
nao - thi o6ng van phai thira nhan 14, trong cau
chuyén ctia chdu, c6 nhitng chi tiét ma 6ng
khong thé gat bd. Vay ta hay cit cho rang, tay
Therriault nay, hodc bat ky tht gi ac hiém da
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chiém ldy phan con lai cia Therriault, dang that
sw ton tai. Cau hoi gio trd thanh: liéu chau c6 thé
thoat khoi han ta hay khong?”

Gio thi dén luot t61 dO vé trude, nghi tdi
cudn sach ma 6ng tung ting tdi, ké vé nhirng
truyén c6 tich nhung thuc chat la nhitng cau
chuyén kinh di va rét it truyén c6 két thic cé
hau. Nhitng c6 chi k& cat di ngén chan, c6 cong
chiia ném con €ch vao tuong - bep! - thay vi hon
chu ta, c6 bé quang khan do thuc ra da kich dong
sOi hung ac an thit ba ngoai, dé c6 bé co thé thira
huong gia tai cua ba.

“Chéau ¢6 thé¢' khong u? Ong da doc du loai
sach vo, hin phai c¢6 cach nao d6 trong it nhat
mot cudn sach chi! Hodc la...” Mot y twdng nay
1én trong t6i. “Phép trir ta! Cai do thi sao a?”

“C¢ 1é la vo dung thoi”, gido su Burkett noi.
“Ong nghi la so v&i mdt thay trir ta, thi mot thay
tu sé phit hgp hon dé€ dua chau tdi gdp bac sitam
than danh cho tré em. Néu nhu tay Therriault cia
chau ton tai, Jamie 3, thi chdu chic sé bi ket cang
véi han ta.”

To6i chong choc nhin 6ng, mat hét tinh than.

“Nhung ¢6 1€ nhu vay ciing 6n ca thoi.”
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“On ca? Lam sao ma 6n dwoc kia chw?”

Ong nhéc cdi tach cta minh 1én, nhdp mot
ngum, roi dat xudng.

“Chau da bao gid nghe k& vé nghi 1& Chiid
chwa?”
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gan hai muoi ba - va da sdng ¢ vung

dédt mang tén “sau nay”. Toi c6 thé bod
phiéu, t6i c6 thé lai xe, tdi c6 thé mua ruou va
thudc 14 (t6i dinh sé sém bd thir nay). Toi hiéu
rf“mg minh van rat tré, va chic chin khi nhin lai,
to6i sé ngd ngang (hy vong la khong phat gheé)
tredc sy ngay ngd va non not cua minh truedc kia.
Thure tinh, hai mwoi hai tudi cach rat xa muwoi ba
tudi. Gio toi da biét nhiéu diéu hon, nhung toi tin
tudng it hon. Gido su Burkett sé khong thé ém
phép thuat ctia 6ng 1én thang t&i ngay nay nhu
diéu 6ng ting lam trude kia nita. Khong phai la
toi dang phan nan dau! Kenneth Therriault - t6i
khong chéc khi 4y han ta thuc sy 1a thit gi, nén
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ta ctt goi thé di - tirng ¢ 1am t6i phat dién. Phép
thuat cua giao su da ciru 1ay sy tinh tao cua toi.
C6 1€ 1a con ctru 1dy cai mang t6i nira.

Sau nay, khi t6i tra ciru dé tai cho mot bai
nghién ciru mon nhan loai hoc ¢ truong (di nhién
la Dai hoc New York), téi kham pha ra réng, mot
ntta nhitng diéu 6ng dy ndi vdi t6i vao ngay hém
dé la sy that. Nira con lai la mot dong nham nhi.
Dau vay, t6i phai vinh danh 6ng vi man sang tac
dy (di€m tuyét d6i, cay viét lang man nguoi Anh
tén Philippa Stephens cia me c6 1€ sé ndéi vay).
Hay nghi vé so sanh sau va tim ra diém trd tréu:
bac Harry cua t6i tham chi chua tron nam chuc
tudi ma da 1am cam, trong khi Martin Burkett,
hon td&m muwoi tudi, van cé thé sang tdc ma khong
can chuén bj trudec... chi dé dap Gtng mot cdu bé
phién muén khong moi ma dén, mang theo mén
banh bo 10 va mot cau chuyén quai dan.

Nghi 1& Chiid, gido su néi, la diéu dwoc tién
hanh boi mot nhém tin d6 Phat gido o Tay Tang
va Nepal. (Su that.)

Ho tién hanh nghi 1€ d€ cam nhan dwoc su
hu khéng hoan my, sy thanh than va thuan khiét
than thanh. (Su that.)
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N6 cling dugc coi la hitu ich trong viéc chong
lai ma quy, di1 1a ma quy trong tam tri hay giéng
loai ma quy siéu nhién xam nhap tit bén ngoai.
(Chua 1o thyc hu.)

“Nhu vay la hoan hao véi chdu, Jamie a, vind
giai quyét dugc moi truong hop.”

“Y 6ng la né vin hiéu qua ngay ca khi
Therriault khong that si & day va chau chi la mot
thang khiing.”

Anh mét 6ng nhin t6i tron 1an sy qué trach va
st thi€u kién nhan, c6 18 dng da thanh thuc 4nh
nhin nay trong sudt sy nghiép day dé ctia minh.
“Ngitng ndi chuyén va c8 lang nghe di, néu chau
khong phién.”

“Xin 16i a.” Toi da udng tdi tach tra thit hai va
thdy nguoi cang nhu day dan.

Sau khi da chuan bi hét nhitng th co ban,
gido su Burkett gio dang tién tdi giai doan hoa
gia thanh that... ma t6i cling khong phan dinh
duoc su khéc biét. Ong néi rang Chiid thuc tinh
rat hitu ich khi mét dat nuwdc Phat gido phai doi
dau vai yeti, hay con duoc goi la nguoi tuyét.

“Nhiing thit d6 c6 that khong?”, t6i hoi.

“Cing nhu tay Therriault cta chau, ong
khong thé chic chian dugce. Nhung - ciing giéng
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nhw chau va tay Therriault ctia chau - 6ng cé thé’
ndi rang nguoi Tay Tang tin nguoi tuyét cb that.”

Giao su ti€p tuc k€, mot nguoi xui xéo gap
phai yeti s& bi né 4m t&i hét doi. Trir khi nghi 1€
Chiid duoc tién hanh.

Néu doc tdi day, ban hin s& nhan ra 13, néu
noi xam 1a mdét moOn thi tai Thé Van hoi, toan bd
giam khao sé chdm cho giao su Burkett day diém
muoi tuyét d6i, nhung t6i chi méi muoi ba tudi
va dang ¢ trong thé€ kho. Théla toi nudt tron tirng
101 ctia 6ng. Néu mdt phan nao d6 trong toi hoi
hoi doan ra gido suw Burkett dang dinh lam gi - t6i
khong nhd dugc nita - thi ti cling mac ké. Ban
phai nho la khi &y toi tuyét vong téi mic nao.
Viéc c6 thé bi Kenneth Therriault, ti¢c Thumper,
theo dudi sudt phan doi con lai - bj hin ta am,
theo cach noéi ctia gido su - la diéu kinh khung
nhét tdi c6 thé tuong tuong ra dugc.

“NO duoc tién hanh thé nao?”, toi hoi.

“®, chau sé thich cho ma xem. N6 gidng nhu
mot cau chuyén ¢d tich khong bi lugc bo trong
cudn sach ma 6ng da tang chau. Theo cac cau
chuyén dugc k€ lai, chau va con quy phai bi tréi
vao nhau bang cach cin ludi caa d6i pheong.”
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Ong néi diéu trén véi mot vé thich thi, va tdi
nghi, Thich dy ha? Tai sao chdu lai thich kia chiz?

“Mot khi mai lién két dwoc hinh thanh, chau
va con quy sé budc vao cudc chién tinh than. Diéu
ndy sé dién ra theo mot cach than giao cach cam,
ong cho la vay, vi sé khé ma néi chuyén khi ma
hai bén dang om... a... cdn ludi nhau. Ké nao rat
lui trede sé danh mat tat thay sirc manh vao tay
ngudi thang cudc.”

T6i chdm chdm nhin 6ng, ha hdc. Téi da duoc
day la phai biét lich su, nhat la khi & gan khach
hang va nguoi quen cta me, nhung téi dang thay
chuyén qua 1a gém dé can nhac téi sw 1& d6 xa
giao. “Néu dng nghi la chau sé - cai g1 kia? - hon
kiéu Phap ga d9, thi 6ng c6 van dé vé dau oc roi!
Mot diéu nita, hin ta chét roi, ong khong hiéu a?”

“Co hiéu, Jamie, 6ng tin la 6ng hiéu.”

“Bén canh do, lam sao ma chéu bao hén lam
thé dugc? Chau sé ndi gi, tién lai day coi, Ken
cung, va chia cdi ludi cua may ra cho tao a?”

“Chau xong chua?”, gido sw Burkett hoi nhe
nhang, mét [an nira khién t6i thady minh giéng
nhu dita hoc trd mit dic nhat trong 16p. “Ong
nghi doan can ludi chi mang tinh biéu tigng thoi.
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Theo cdi cach ma 6 banh mi va nhitng cdc ruou
nho dugc coi la hinh anh tuwgng trung cho bira toi
cudi cung ctia Chiia va cac tong d6.”
Toi khong hiéu, vi khong phai la mdt nguoi
cham chi téi nha tho, thé nén t6i im miéng.
“Nghe dng nay, Jamie. Nghe that k§ vao.”
Toi la”'mg nghe nhu thé cudc doi téi phu thude
vao diéu dé. Vi t6i nghi su thyc ding 1a vay.

PN T



hi t6i chudn bi roi di (nép lich sy da tro
lai va t6i khong quén noéi cam on 6ng),
gido sw héi t6i 1a, vo 6ng con ndi gi nira
khong. Bén canh viéc chi ra mdy chiéc nhan ¢ dau.
Khi ban muoi ba tudi, tdi nghi la ban da quén
gan hét nhitng diéu tirng xay ra hoi ban sau tudi
- y t6i 1a, hon ntra cudc doi ban da trdi qua roi! -
nhung t6i van nhé ngay hom 4y. Toi c6 thé ké cho
ong biét ba Burkett da thang than ché bai ga tay
xanh luc cta t6i ra sao, nhung toi nhan ra 6ng sé
khong hiing tht gl vu d6. Ong mudn biét 1a ba c6
ndi gi vé dng hay khong, chit khong phai la ba da
noi gi voi toi.
“Ong dang 6m me chau, va ba dy ndi éng sé
ddt chay tdc me bang diéu thudc cta dng mat. Va
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ong lam chay toc me that. Chau doan la bay gio
ong bo thudc réi nhi?”

“Ong cho phép minh hit ba diéu mét ngay.
Ong nghi 1a minh ¢4 thé hit thém, tudi xuan cta
ong ciing dau thé bi cat giam nita, nhung c6 vé
nhu tat ca nhiing gi 6ng can chi la ba diéu thudc.
Ba &y con noi g1 nita khong?”

“Um, ndi 1a ong sé an truwa voi mot phu nit
nao d6 trong vong mot dén hai thang sau. Tén ba
dy hinh nhu la Debble hay Diana gi d6—"

“Dolores? Co6 phai la Dolores Magowan
khoéng?” Ong dang nhin t6i theo mot cach khac
han, va ty nhién t6i wdc gi chung toi da bat dau
cudc tro chuyén theo cach nay. N6 sé gitp toi tro
nén dang tin hon nhiéu.

“Célélavay a.”

Ong ldc dau. “Mona luén ludn nghi 6ng dé'y
t6i ba ta, Chtia méi biét vi sao lai thé.”

“Ba dy ndi g1 d6 vé chuyén béi thiz thudc cd
mui ctru vao tay —"

“Lanolin”, dng ndi. “Dé lam diu may khop
xuong bi sung. Ong chét mat.”

“Con mot chuyén khac nira a. Vé viéc ong
ludn quén xo that lung qua céi dia quan ¢ phia
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sau. Chau nghi 1a ba y da bao, ‘Gio thi ai s& nhic
ong chuyén d6?”

“Chi1a 0i”, ong khe khé thét 1én. “Oi Chia oi.
Jamie.”

“A, va ba &y hon dng nita. Lén trén ma.”

D6 chi 1a mo6t nu hon nhe nhang, va dién ra
cach ddy may nam r6i, nhung d6 la ct chdt quyét
dinh. Vi 6ng ay cling mudn tin, tdi cho 1a thé. Néu
nhu khéng hé tin gi ca, éng sé van tin ba &y. Tin
vao ny hon do. Rang ba da timg & day.

Toi roi di khi d3 ndm duoc loi thé.
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rén duwong vé nha, toi dé mét trong

chirng Therriault - viéc d6 gio da tro

thanh ban nang caa t6i - nhung khong
trong thay han ta. Tuyét ddy, nhung toi khong
con dam hy vong hén ta s& mot di khong tré lai.
Hin dai nhu dia déi vay, va hin sé con tro lai.
Toi chi mong 14 minh sé sdn sang d6i mat khi
han tai xuét.

T61 hom d9¢, t6i nhan duwgc mét email tir giao
sw Burkett. Ong da tra cieu mot chiit va thu vé nhieng
két qué thi vi, thw viét. Ong nghi la chdu ciing sé
quan tdm. CO ba tép dinh kém, la ba bai binh luan
vé tap truyén cudi cung ctia Regis Thomas. Giao
su da highlight nhitng dong ma 6ng thay tha vi,
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dé t6i ty dua ra két luan ctia minh. T6i lam theo
dung nhu vay.

Tt muc binh luan sach caa Sunday Times:
“Tac phdm cudi cing cta Regis Thomas van la
st két hgp hon don thuong thiy cia 6ng, véi sex
va cudc phiéu luu viung dam lay, nhung giong
véan da séc sao hon moi khi; thi thoang, doc gia cé
thé nhan th&y nhitng khoanh khic van hoc dting
nghia 16e lén.”

T Guardian: “Dau cho nhitng bi mat kéo dai
tai Roanoke khong con la diéu gi qua bat ngo vdi
dbc gia clia bd truyén nay (nhitng ngudi han da
doan trudc dugc chuyén phai dién ra nhu thé),
cach k€ chuyén ctia Thomas da s6ng déng hon
so voi nhitng gi ma ta ky vong sau cac tap truyén
trude, khi 18i trinh bay phé triong xen 1an véi
nhitng chi tiét tinh duc néng béng ma d6i luc lai
nuc cuoi.”

Tw Miami Herald: “Hoi thoai sinh dong, nhip
diéu truyén manh mé, va rot cudc, moi quan hé
dong tinh nit gitta Laura Goodhugh va Purity
Betancourt cling dem lai cam giac chan thuc va
cam dong, chir khong chi 1a mét cau chuyén dua
hay mot ao tugng mang tinh nhuc duc. Day la
mot man tong két chat lugng.”
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T6i khong thé dua cho me xem nhitng binh
luan trén - sé khoi 1én qua nhiéu cau hoi - nhung
toi kha chic réng ban than me da doc hét rdi, va
toi nghi me cling da vui vé sau khi doc duoc,
giong nhw toi vay. Me khong nhitng da lo liéu
trét lot vu nay, ma con giup cai thién an tugng
chéng mAy hay ho vé Regis Thomas.

Sau Jan dau tién cham tran Kenneth Therriault,
rdt nhiéu tuan va rat nhiéu thang tiép do toi da
phai 1én givong trong tinh trang budn buc va s¢
hai. Nhung t6i hom &y lai khong phai mot trong
nhitng dém nhw vay.
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6i khdng chéc t6i da nhin thdy han ta

bao nhiéu [an vao mua he nam &y, nghe

vay la ban hiéu phan nao r6i. Néu ban
van chua hiéu, thi tdi sé néi mét cach don gian:
t6i da quen véi han ta. Toi chua ting tin vao digu
&y, vao céi ngay tdi quay nguoi lai va thdy hin
ding canh chiéc xe cua Liz Dutton, du gan dé€
cham vao t6i. T6i chua tirng tin vao diéu ay, vao
c4i ngay ma budng thang may mé ra va han dang
& bén trong, tuyén bd rang me téi mic ung thuw
va cuoi nhe nhén nhw thé€ d6 la tin tie vui nhat
trén doi. Nhung cai gi quen qua ciing héa nhon,
ngudi ta van bao vay, va trong truong hop nay
thi cau tuc ngit ay chinh xac.
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Khéng can ban luan thém, t6i ming vi han
khong bao gio 10 mat trong ta do caa toi, cling
khéng bao gid nam bén dudi céi givong cla t6i
(chuyén cé thé con té hon nita, vi khi con nho,
t6i tin chéc rdng c6 quai vat dang chiu chuc d&
tém 14y canh tay hodc cang chan lung ling). Muia
he d¢, t6i doc Dracula - dwoc 16i, khdng doc ban
goc, t0i doc cudn sach hinh tuyét ci ma minh
mua duoc 6 Forbidden Planet - va trong d6, Van
Helsing néi rdng, mot con ma ca rong khong thé
vao nha trir khi ban moi né vao. Néu diéu nay
ap dung cho ma ca rong, thi déi vdi suy nghi caa
théng t&i muoi ba tudi, né ciing c6 thé ding véi
cdc sinh vat siéu nhién khac. Giéng nhuw céi sinh
vat ngu trong Therriault, gitp hin khong bi bién
mat chi sau vai ngay nhu moi nguoi chét khac.
Toi kiém tra Wikipedia d€ xem liéu ong Stoker
c6 bia chuyén ra khong, nhung khong hé. Chi
tiét nay xuét hién trong rat nhiéu truyén thuyét
vé ma ca rong. Bay gio (titc sau nay!), t6i nhan
thdy day la mét van dé mang tinh biéu tuong.
Néu nhu s6 hitu y chi tir do, ta phai moi ac quy
budce vao.

Con mot viéc khac. Han ta gan nhu khong con
cong cong cai ngén tay do vé phia t6i. Trong phan
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1én mua he, hén chi ding & dang xa, giit khoang
cach va nhin chong choc. Lan duy nhat t6i thdt
si nhin thay han vay toi lai khd 1a budn cudi. D6
la trong treong hop ban co6 thé thdy cai ga khon
khong-chét d6 cling ¢ diém dang budn cuoi.

Me mua vé dé hai me con tdi xem tran dau
gitta doi Mets va doi Tigers, dién ra vao Chu nhat
cudi cung cua thang Tam. Mets thua dam, nhung
t6i khong quan tam, vi me da dat duoc hai chd
ng0i rat xin nho nhitng nguoi ban tir nha xuét ban
(trai voi quan diém thong thuong, nhitng nguoi
dai dién ctia cAc tac gia vdn c6 ban). Hai chd ngoi
nam & phia gon ba, chi cach san dau cé hai hang
ghé. Luc &y 1a hiép dau thit bay, khi d6i Mets van
gitt duoc ty s sit sao, thi t6i nhin thdy Therriault.
Toi dang ngd quanh dé tim ngwoi ban xuc xich, va
khi quay tro lai, ong ban Thumper ctia toi da ding
gan vi tri huan luyén vién & gon ba. Van ci quan
khaki d6. Van céi 40 so mi dinh mau bé bét phia
bén trai va ban ca 1én to gidy ghi nhitng 161 cudi
lGc tue te. Cai dau bi nd toac ra nhuw thé ¢6 ai d6 da
cho bum mét qua bom anh dao® ¢ trong. Cuoi nhe
nhon. Va vang, cong cong ngon tay.

“ Qua bom anh dao (cherry bomb) c6 hinh cdu, gan giéng qua

anh dao vé kich thude va hinh dang. Bom anh dao ¢ dudng kinh
tir 1,9 dén 3.8 centimet.
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Cau thu san trong cua Tigers ném bong, va
ngay sau khi t6i nhin thdy Therriault, nguoi
chidn ngén ném cho nguoi gilt gon ba mot cti sai
dia chi kinh khang. Pam déng hu 1én giéu cot
nhu thuong thdy - choi hay qud thing ga mo, ba
ngoai tao con cd thé ném t6t hon thé’ - nhung toi
thi chi ngdi yén véi hai tay ndm chat, dén ndi
méng tay cdm vao long ban tay. Cau thu chin
ngan khéng nhin thay Therriault (anh ta chic sé
vita gao lén vira chay ra san ngoai néu nhin thay
han), nhung anh ta da cam thdy hin. Toi biét 1a
anh ta cam nhan duoc.

Lai mét diéu khac nira: huan luyén vién &
gon ba dinh di ra nhit lai qua béng, nhung 6ng
ta chot lui lai va d€ qua bdng lan vao khu vuc cua
cau thu duy bi. Tién ra bat 14y béng cé thé khién
ong dy dén sat ngay canh thit ma chi duy nhat
t6i nhin dugc. Liéu ¢ phai 6ng ta thdy on lanh
khong, nhu trong mot bo phim ma dy? Toi khéng
nghi vay. Toi chi nghi 1a, trong mét hodc hai giay,
ong ta thdy thé€ gidi quanh minh rung 1én. Rung
nhue mét spi day dan ghita. T6i ¢6 1y do dé nghi
nhuw thé.

Me hoi, “On chtt, Jamie? Con khong bi cam
nang chix ha?”
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“Con khong sao”, tdi néi, va du1 c6 nam chat
tay hay khong, t6i van co ban 1a 8n. “Me ¢é nhin
thdy nguoi ban xuc xich khong?”

Me nghén ¢ nhin quanh va vay tay véi ngudi
ban d6 &n ding gan nhat. Théla toi ¢d co hoi chia
ngon tay thdi vé phia Kenneth Therriault. Diéu
cudi nhe nhon caa hin chuyén thanh mét cai
ham he pho hét bd rang. R6i han di téi bang gh&
du bi cua d6i khach, va nhitng cau thu khéng &
trén san ddu bong nhién xé dich nguoi d& danh
khong gian cho hén, trong khi khong hiéu tai sao
ban than ho lai lam vay.

To6i ngoi tro lai, nd mot nu cwoi. Téi khong
nghi rang minh da ché nguy dwoc hin - khong
dung cay thanh gia hay nudc thanh, ma dung
ngén tay gitta - nhung du sao thi suy nghi ay
cling loang thoang hién 1én trong dau.

Moi ngueoi bat dau ra vé tir dau hiép chin, sau
khi d6i Tigers ghi duoc bay diém va ty sO da trd
nén quéa chénh 1éch. Me hoi t6i ¢c6 mudn ¢ lai d€
chay giao luru véi linh vat cua dgi Mets khong,
nhung t6i lac d4u. Man giao luu nay chi danh cho
1t tré lit nhit. Toi trng tham gia mot [an, tir triedce
khi Liz xuat hién, tir tredc khi ga khon James
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Mackenzie cudp di tién ctia chung t6i thong qua
ké&hoach Ponzi, tham chi truedc ca cai ngay Mona
Burkett bao v&i toi rang ga tay thi khong c6 mau
xanh. H6i d6 t6i van con 12 mot tén nhdc va tdi ¢6
thé thoéa thich lam moi sy trén doi.

Chuyén dy duong nhu da cach day rat rat
lau roi.
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an c6 thé dang thac mic diéu ma khi &y,
t0i chua tirng tw hdéi minh: Tai sao lai la
minh? Tai sao lai la Jamie Conklin? Toi rot
cuQc ciing da dat ra cau hoéi nay, nhung khong
biét dap an. T6i chi c6 thé phong doan. T6i nghi
ly do la vi t6i khac thuong, va thi dé - cai the
bén trong 16p vo Therriault - ghét t6i vi sy khac
biét nay, va né mudn lam hai t6i, tham chi la hay
diét tdi néu nhu nd o thé. Toi nghi ban ct bao t6i
1a thang dién néu ban mudn, tdi da xtic pham nd,
theo mot cach nao d4. Va cé 1é con vi mot diéu
khac nira. T6i nghi c6 1€ - chi c6 1€ thoi - nghi thic
Chiid vén da bt dau roi.
Toi nghi mdt khi thit &y bat dau quéy t6i dién
dao, no sé khdng thé dung lai.
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Nhu da ndi, toi chi dang phong doan. Ly do
cua no c6 thé la mot diéu gi dé hoan toan khac,
mot diéu ma t6i khong thé biét duoc, cling nhu
viéc t6i khong hé biét gi vé nd. Va ly do ay cing
6 thé gom ghi€c y nhu né vay. Téi noi roi, day la
mot cau chuyén kinh di.
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6i van s¢ Therriault, nhung t6i khong

con nghi minh sé€ chay t€ khoi néu c6

co hoi tién hanh nghi thirc ctia gido su
Burkett. Toi chi can chuan bi sdn sang. Noéi cach
khac la phai d€ Therriault tién lai gan, chit khong
phai la ditng 6 bén kia duwong, hodc ding & gon
ba san béng chay Citi Field.

Co hoi xudt hién vao moét ngay thir Bay cua
thang Muoi. Toi dang chuan bi téi cong vién
Grover d€ choi béng bau duc phién ban nhe
nhang véi may dita cung truong. Me da viét mot
td gidy nhd cho tdi, nhin 12 me phai thitc khuya
d€ doc tac phdm mai nhat cua Philippa Stephens,
nén sé ngu nudéng thém mot chat. Toi can phai
an séng mot cach yén dng, va khong dugc udng
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nhiéu hon nira cSc ca phé. Toi can choi ngoan voéi
ban be va khong duoc vé nha véi cai tay gay hoac
mét cdi dau bi chodng do va dép. Toi phai vé nha
trude hai gio la mudn nhat. Me dé cho t6i tién an
trwea, va toi cat can than vao vi cia minh. C6 mot
dong tai bat: Liéu me cé ton thoi gian khong, néu
nhw me dé nghi con dn m@t chiit rau, dit chi la kep

thém mot ld xa lach vao hamburger?

Chic la thé' d6, me, chic la thé’ dé, toi nghi vay
trong luc 1dy mot bat Cheerios ra an (mét cach
yén ang).

Khi roi khéi can ho, téi khong nghi t6i
Therriault. Han ngay cang it danh ra thoi gian &
day, va t6i st dung khong gian ranh rang mai
meé nay dé nghi vé nhitng chuyén khac, chu yéu
la vé nhiing ¢6 gai. Cu thé, tdi dang mo tudng vé
Valeria Gomez trong ltc di b doc hanh lang, tién
ra thang may. Liéu Therriault c6 quyét dinh tién
dén gan vao hdm d6, vi han kiéu nhu c¢6 mét céi
ctra s nhin vao nao tdi va nhan ra hin dang cach
rdt xa nhitng suy nghi ctia t6i khong? Mot kiéu
than giao cach cam hoi ré tién ay? Toi ciing khéng
biét duoc.

Téi nhan nut thang may, ty hoi khong biét
Valeria c6 t6i xem chung t6i choi béng khong. Kha
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nang cao la nang sé tdi, vi anh trai Pablo cua nang
cling tham gia. T6i ban mong mo nghi la minh sé
bat duoc cd chuyén, virgt qua tat ca nhitng ngudi
chidn duong, roi ting tdc tién vao khu vyc ghi
diém, tay gio cao qua béng, nhung tdi van lui lai
khi ctra thang mdy mo ra - mot hanh dong da tro
thanh ban nang. Buéng thang mdy khong nguoi.
Toi nhéan nut di xuéng sanh. Thang di xudng va
ctta m& ra. C6 mot doan hanh lang ngan, va mot
canh ctra khoa trong, n6 sé dAn tGi tién sanh nho.
Canh ctra dan ra bén ngoai khong bi khéa, d&€buu
ta co thé vao trong va cho thu tir vao nhiing cai
hom. Néu Therriault & ngoai d6, noi tién sanh, toi
sé khong thé lam viéc ma t6i da lam. Nhung hén
khéng & tién sanh. Han dang & bén trong, cudi
hanh lang, cttoi nhdn nhd hét mue.

Hin ta dinh néi gl do, co 1é1ai la mot cau tién tri
nham nhi, va néu tdi dang nghi vé han chit khdng
phai Valeria, t6i ¢6 1€ s& ciing nguoi tai chd hoic la
giat lui trd lai budng thang may, ddp manh hét sixc
vao cdi nat dong clra. Nhung t6i dang dién tiét voi
thang cha vi dém cat ngang giic mdng ctia minh,
thé nén t4t ca nhiing gi t6i nghi dén la nhitng diéu
ma giado su Burkett da ndi vdi tdi, vao cai ngay toi
mang mon banh bé 106 téi cho ong.
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“Viéc can ludi trong Chiid chi 1a mdt nghi
thirc trudce khi cham tran ké thu”, 6ng ndi. “Co
rat nhiéu nghi thirc. Nguoi Maori nhay mua va
hét 1én 1dy tinh than khi ding trudc d6i thu.
Nhitng phi cong kamikaze nang ly vdi nhau va
voi ca nhitng birc hinh chup cac muc tiéu caa
ho, uéng thit regu ma ho tin 1a saké ma thuit.
O Ai Cép c8 dai, nhitng nguoi tham chién cung
tran nhau truedc khi 1ay ra dao, gido va cung tén.
Nhitng v si sumo thi v 1én vai d8i phuwong. Tat
ca nhitng diéu nay déu am chi mét diéu: Ta sé
cham trdn nguwoi trong trdn chién, va mot trong hai
chung ta sé khudt phuc ké con lai. N6i cach khac,
Jamie, ditng ban tam téi viéc the ludi cua chau
ra. Chi can tom lay con quy va dung hét sirc binh
sinh gitt chat no.”

Thay vi t€ ciimg nguoi hay co ram lai, t6i lao
vé phia trudc, khong suy nghi gi, dang rong hai
tay, nhu thé toi sip dm vao long mot ngudi ban
lau ngay khong gap. Toi hét 1én, nhung c6 1é diéu
d6 chi dién ra trong tam tri, bai khong c6 cw dan
nao & tang trét ngd ra xem ndo loan. Diéu cuoi
nhe nhén cta Therriault - cai thit luén luén lam
16 ra cuc mau ket giita rang va ma ctia han - bién
mat, va toi nhin thady mot diéu tuyét voi dén dang
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ngac nhién: han ta so tdi. Han lui lai chd canh clta
dan ra tién sanh, nhung ctra khong mé dugce tie
huéng nay va han bj mic ket. Téi tém 14y hén.

T6i khong thé miéu ta dugc sy viéc dién ra
nhu thé nao. T6i cling khéng nghi mdt cay viét
tai ba hon t6i c6 thé, nhung du sao thi t6i ciing
sé& cd hét sirc. Con nhd t6i tirng ndi vé cam giac
thé gidi rung ban bat, giéng nhu cach mot day
dan ghita rung 1én khong? D6 la diéu da xay ra ¢
bén ngoai Therriault, khdp xung quanh hén. Téi
c6 thé nhan thay né lam rdng t6i va dap va mat
t6i chép gist. Nhung van con mot thit khéc, o bén
trong Therriault. Thit d6 dang tan dung han ta
nhu mot vat chira, gitt cho hin khong di t6i noi
ma nhitng nguoi chét phai di toi, khi két néi gitra
ho véi thé gidi cia chung ta tan ra.

N6 la mét thit rat kinh khung, va ndé dang gao
thét bao t6i buéng né ra. Hodc 1a budéng Therriault
ra. C6 1€ cling khong c6 khac biét gi. N6 dang néi
khung [én vdi t6i, va s¢ hai, nhung cha yéu la né
ngac nhién. Bj tom I&y la diéu cubi cing né nghi
s€ xay ra.

N6 vat 16n chdng tra va co 1é da thoat duoc
néu Therriault khong bi dinh ciing vao canh
ctra, t0i chic chdn the. Toi la mdt thing nhéc gay
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nhéng, Therriault cao hon t6i phai hon chuc phan
va ngng hon toi it nhat nira ta néu han con séng,
nhung ma hén ngdm rdi. Cai thit bén trong han
vdn sdng, va toi kha chéc 1a thit 6 da chui vao
khi t6i ép Therriault phai tra 10i nhitng cau hoi
cua tdi, & bén ngoai ctta hang tap héa nho.

Su rung lic tré nén tram trong hon. Tir san
nha ddi Ién. Tt tran nha di xudng. Nhitng bong
den trén dau dang giat dung dung va tao ra
nhitng cai bong udn éo. Nhirng bitc tuong trong
nhu dang treon vé mot hudng, réi lai 16t nguoc
vé hudng con lai.

“Tha tao ra”, Therriault néi, ngay ca giong
hén cling rung 1én. N6 giéng nhu la 4m thanh khi
ban dat gidy nén 1én mot cai lugc ma thdi vay.
Hén gio hai tay sang hai bén, roi khép lai va ap
xudng lung t6i. Toi 1ap tirc kho thé. “Budng tao ra
roi tao sé tha may ra.”

“Khéng”, t6i néi, va git hin chit hon. bay
10i, toi nghi. Day 1a Chiid. Minh dang tie chiéh v6i
mot con quy, 6 ngay sinh ciia toa nha chung cw New
York noi minh song.

“Tao sé€ bop nghet hét dudng khi ctia may”,
nd noi.
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“May khong thé dau”, toi dap, hy vong la
minh ddng. Téi van thd duoc, nhung 1a nhimg
dot hit thd ngén, gdp gap. Toi bat dau nghi la
minh c6 thé nhin vao trong Therriault. D6 ¢6 thé
la m{t 2o anh sinh ra tir su rung l4c, cing nhu
tir cam giac rang thé gi6i sdp nd tung, nhu thé
hanh tinh nay la mét ly ruou vang dé v&, nhung
toi khong nghi vay. Téi khong nhin vao rudt gan
phéo phdi ctia hin, ma t6i nhin thay mot ngudn
sang. No vira sang lai vira t6i. N6 la mét thit gi
d6 ndm ngoai thé gidi nay. Mét thi kinh khing.

Bon t6i da ding d6 tém lay nhau trong bao
lau? Co thé la nam gio dong ho hoéc cling ¢6 thé
chi la chin muoi gidy. Nam gio dong ho la bat kha
thi, ban c6 thé noi thé, vi ai d6 c6 thé xuit hién,
nhung tdi nghi... ti gan nhuw biét chdc... 1a ching
toi da vuot ra ngoai thoi gian. C6 mét diéu toi c6
thé chic chan, d6 l1a canh clra thang may khong
dong lai, diéu dang 1é phai xay ra sau khoang
nam gidy tinh tr khi hanh khach budc ra ngoai.
To6i ¢6 thé nhin thdy hinh phan chiéu ctua thang
may qua vai ctia Therriault, va canh cta van mé
nguyén trong sudt khoang thoi gian do.

Cudi cung, né ndi, “Budng tao ra va tao sé
khong bao gio quay lai nira.”
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Dé la mot dé nghi siéu hay ho, toi cé la ban
hiéu, va t6i c6 lé da lam theo néu gido su khong
chuén bi trudc cho t6i vé ca diéu nay.

N6 sé ¢6' mic cd, 6ng no6i. Pung dé nd lam vay.
Va sau d6, 6ng noéi cho t6i biét phai lam gi, c6 1&
éng nghi rang thit duy nh&t ma téi phai gidp mat
chi la tinh trang loan than kinh, chirng phuirc cam
hodc mot van dé tam ly khi gié gi do.

“Chua du dau”, toi noi, va ti€p tuc gitt chat.

To6i c6 thé nhin sau hon nita vao Therriault,
va nhan ra hin thuc sy [ mot bong ma 1o mo.
C6 1€ moi nguoi chét déu thé, chi 1a tdi thdy ho
dwéi dang rén. Han cang trd nén khéng thuec, cai
thit nira sdng ntra t6i kia - 4nh sang chét chéc kia
- cang sang hon. Téi khong hé biét d¢ la thit gi.
T6i chi biét 1a minh da bit duoc no, va o6 mét cau
ndi c6 xua thé nay, ké da tom dwoc dudi ho'lai khong
ddm bubng ra.

Cai tht d bén trong Therriault con kinh khiép
hon moi con ho trén doi.

“May mudn gi?”, né hdn hén. Khong con hoi
strc nira. T6i chic chin ¢6 thé cam nhan duoc hoi
thd ctia né trén ma va ¢ téi néu nhu hoi tho dy
o ton tai, nhung moi tht da yéu di. C6 1€ la né
da thé tham hon toi.
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“Ngtmg am tao la chua du.” Toi hit sau va
ndi ra diéu ma giao suw Burkett da dan toi noi, néu
nhu t6i c6 thé tién hanh bao oan trong nghi thic
Chiid. Va du cho thé gidi dang rung chuyén xung
quanh t6i, du cho cdi thit nay dang kep chat toi
dén chét, cau néi duoc thét ra van khién toi thoa
man. Cyc ky thoa man. Niém thoa man cua mgt
chién binh.

“Gio day, tao sé am may.”

“Khong!” Cai kep cta n6 chat cing lai.

Toi dang siét chat Therriault, du cho gio
day Therriault chi con la mot hinh anh ba chiéu
siéu nhién.

“Co ddy.” Gido suw Burkett dan toi noi thém
mot diéu nita néu t6i c6 co hdi. Sau nay, t6i phat
hién ra d6 la tiéu dé cua mét truyén ma néi tiéng,
thé& nén rat hop vdi tinh hudng. “O, tao sé huyt
gi6 va may sé dén bén tao, ban a*.”

“Khoéng!” N6 Iéng lén. Anh sang don dap khé
chiu kia lam tdi buén n6n, nhung t6i van tru viing.

“Cé ddy. Tao sé am may hét muc, tuy theo y
mudn cua tao, vao bat ct lic nao tao thich, va néu

4 Nhic dén truyén Oh, whistle, and I'll come to you, my lad cla
tac gia M. R. James.
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may khong dong y thi tao sé siét chat cho toi khi
may tiéu doi.”

“Tao khong thé chét! Nhung may thi c6!”

biéu &y hét sitc ding, nhung vao khoanh
khéc &y, t6i chura bao gid thdy minh manh mé hon
thé. Hon nita, trong sudt qua trinh nay, Therriault
ctz phai mo dan, trong khi hdn 1a mé neo ctia anh
sang chét chdc kia trong thé gidi cua ching ta.

Toi khong noéi gi. Chi siét chit. Va Therriault
siét chit toi. Chuyén cit tiép dién nhw thé. Toi cam
thdy lanh, ban tay va ban chan dang mat di cam
giac, nhung t6i van giit vitng. Y t6i 13, tdi sé giir thé
mai mai néu nhw budc phai lam vay. Toi so cai thi
& bén trong Therriault, nhung né bi sap bay roi. Di
nhién 12 t6i cling da bi sap by, d6 la ban chat cua
nghi thitc. Né&u toi budng ra, n sé thing.

Cufi cung, né noi, “Tao dong y v6i diéu kién
ciia may.”

T6i tha 16ng gong kim hon, nhung chi mét
chat. “May c6 néi déi khong?” Mot cau hoi ngu
ngdc, ban c6 thé€ néi vay, nhung ma lai khong
ngu ngdc chat nao.

“Tao khong thé néi d&i.” Nghe c6 vé hon dbi.
“May biét ma.”
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“N6i lai Ian nita di. N6i la may dong y.”

“Tao dong y véi diéu kién ctia may.”

“May biét la tao c6 thé am may chix?”

“Tao biét, nhung tao khong s¢ may.”

Ciling dam ndi day, nhung to6i da phat hién ra
Therriault c6 thé duwa ra v s0 tuyén bd sai sy that
néu nhu hén - 76 - mudn. Nhitng ciu tuyén bs
khéng phai cau tra 10i cho nhitng cau hoéi. Va bat
ctt ké nao phai tuyen b6 raing minh khéng so hai
thi déu la néi d6i hét. Téi khong can phai doi dén
sau nay d€ biét duwoc diéu do, t6i da biét ngay ti
khi muoi ba tudi.

“May c6 s¢ tao khong?”

Toi lai nhin th&y biéu cam méo mo, co rat d6
trén guong mt cta Therriault, nhu 13 hdn ta vira
phai ném mét thit hét sttc chua va khé nuét. D6
hén ciing la cdm giac clia thdng ch6 khdn khd day
khi phai n6i ra su that.

“Co6. May khong giong nhu nhitng ké khac.
May nhin thiy.”

“Co cai gi?”

“Cé, tao co sg may!”

Em tai nha!
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T6i budng hén ra. “Cat khoi day, bt ké may
la cai thir gi, va xéo di dau cling dugc. Chi can
nhé la néu nhu tao goi may, thi may phdi dén.”

Han xoay tit mi, cho tbi nhin vao cai 16 toang
hoac phia bén trai dau hén lan cudi cung. Han
tém 13y tay ndm ctra. Tay hén vira xuyén qua tay
nam, vira khong xuyén qua tay nam. Trong cung
mot luc. Toi biét 1a nghe that dién, that mau thuan,
nhung chuyén la vay. Toi da nhin thdy. Tay ndm
bi xoay va canh ctta mod ra. Cung luc dy, bong
dén trén tran bj nd va nhitng manh thuy tinh roi
xudng leng keng. C6 khoang hon mot chuc hom
thu 6 chd tién sanh, va mot nira s& d6 bi bat tung
ra. Therriault quing lai phia t6i anh nhin thi han
sau cudi qua céi vai be bét mau, va rbi han bién
mat, d€ ctra chinh m& toang. Téi nhin thdy han di
xudng mdy bac thang, chii dau lao di thi dung
hon 1a chay di. C6 moét anh chang dap xe luot
nhanh qua, c6 1€ 1a mot nguoi dua thu. Anh nay
mét thing bang, nga lan ra phd va chui thé.

T6i biét nguroi chét cb thé tac dong dén nguodi
s6ng, d6 khong phai chuyén gi gay ngac nhién.
T6i da nhin thay r6i, nhung nhitng tac dong &y
van ludn chi 1a nhitng diéu vt vinh. Gido su

Burkett cam nhan dwgc cai hon caa vo. Liz cam
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thdy Regis Thomas thGi vao mat minh. Nhung
nhiing gi toi vira ching kién - bong den nd, tay
ndm ctra rung 13¢ va bj xoay md, nguoi dua thu
bi nga khoi xe dap - thi thudc vé mét cap do hoan
toan khac.

Thit ma t6i goi 1a anh sang chét chdc suyt nira
da mat di vat chu ctia minh trong lic toi git chat
gong kim, nhung khi t6i budng ra, n6 khong chi
chiém lai Therriault, nd con tré nén manh hon.
Sttc manh 4y han l1a dén tir t6i, nhung toi khong
hé thady minh yéu di chut nao (khong nhu Lucy
Westenra tdi nghiép, khi ba twdc Dracula coi ¢6 ay
nhuw bita trua cua riéng minh). Thuec t€1a, t6i thay
minh khde khoan hon bao gid hét, sang khoai va
day sinh luec.

N6 manh hon, thé thi sao? Toi da tré thanh cha
nhén ctia nd, bién né thanh thang hau cta minh.

K€ tix cai ngay hom d¢6, khi Liz dén dén toi
O treong va kéo t0i sdn lung Therriault, day la
[an dau tién t6i thdy minh vui doi tro lai. Gidng
nhu mdt ngwdi mic bénh ning rét cudc ciing
dan hoi phuc.
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hoi mudn mot chut nhung chia mudn
dén ndi con-da-di-dau-me-lo-qua. Toi
bi xuwdc mot vét dai trén tay va quan thi bi rach
¢ dau gobi, khi mét anh cdp ba va vao va khién
t6i bi nga ra trd, nhung t6i van thay cuc ky khoe.
Valeria khong dén, nhung hai nguoi ban géi cua
nang thi c6. Mdt c6 ban ké rang Valeria mén toi
va ¢6 ban con lai thi khuyén t6i nén noi chuyén
vGi nang, co6 1€ nén ngdi an trua voi nang nira.
Chua oi, nhirng tiém nang!
T6i budce vao toa nha va thdy ai d6 - c6 1€ 1a
ong Provenza, nguoi quan ly - da dong lai nhitng
hom thu tirng bi mé tung ra khi Therriault bién
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di. Hodc, d€ noéi chinh xac hon, khi né u té chay.
Ong Provenza ciing da don dep hét nhitng manh
thay tinh v8, va dan mét to gidy lén trén thang
mady, ghi 1a TAM THOI Bl HONG. Piéu d6 khién
t6i nhé dén cai ngay me va toi di tir truong vé,
toi gitr chat ga tdy mau xanh, va phat hién ra cai
thang may ¢ Cung dién Dai 16 Park bi hong. “Tién
sw cdi thang mdy”, me da ndi thé. Roi, “Nhic, coi
nhw khéng nghe thiy gi nhé.”

Nhiing ngay xua ctl.

Toi di cdu thang b, budc vao nha va thady me
da kéo chiéc ghé€ chuyén dung d€ lam viéc cta
minh ra ctta s6 & phong khach, va me ngbi dé,
vira doc sach vira udng ca phé. “Me dang dinh
goi con”, me ndi, r6i hudng mit nhin xudng, “Oi
troi oi, cai d6 la quan méi mua day!”

“Con xin 161", tdi noi. “Chic 1a phai nho me
va lai.”

“Me day c6 rat nhiéu tai, nhung trong dé
khong c6 khau va. Me sé mang quan tdi cho ba
Abelson ¢ tiém gidt la Dandy. Trua nay con an gi?”

“Burger a. Kep ca xa lach va ca chua.”

“That khong day?”
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“Con dau thé noéi doi”, téi ndi, va duong
nhién la ciu nay khién t6i nghi t6i Therriault, nén
toi khé rung minh.

“Pua tay day me xem nao. Pén gan mot ti,
dé€ me nhin cho rd.” Téi budc téi, chia ra dau vét
chinh chién. “Khong can dan bang, me nghi thé,
nhung con can phai béi mét chut Neosporin lén.”

“Con xem ESPN sau khi boi thudc dwge chie?”

“Dugc thdi, néu nhuw nha ¢ dién. Con nghi vi
sao ma me lai phai ra ctra s6 ng6i chit khong lam
viéc & ban ha?”

“O vdy a, hoi sao thang may lai khong
dung duoc.”

“Néng lwc suy luan cta con khién me ngd
ngang, Holmes a.” Day la mét trong nhitng cau
dua van chueong ctia me toi. Me c6 hang chuc cau
thé nay. Co thé 1a hang tram cau. “Chi cd toa nha
ctia minh 1a bi. Ong Provenza néi mét thie gi d6
da lam nd hét cau dao. Kiéu nhu bi qua tai dién.
6ng bao la chua tirng gap phai vu nay bao gio.
Ong s& c8 stta cho xong trudce i nay, nhung me
nghi la ching ta sé phai 16i nén va dén pin ra
dung khi troi t6i.

Therriault, t6i nghi, nhung di nhién la khéng
phai thé€. Chuyén nay la do cai anh sang chét choc
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hién dang s6ng trong Therriault. N6 1am v& den,
lam bat m& nhitng hom thu, va chién gion ludn
nhitng cai cau dao khi roi di.

Toi vao phong tdm dé 14y Neosporin. Kha la
t&i, thé nén toi bat cong tic den. Théi quen kho
bo, phai khéng nao? To6i ngoi lén x6 pha d€ boi
cai chat nhon dinh khéng sinh 1én vét xudc cua
minh, nhin vao man hinh ti vi ldng to va tw hoi
mot toa chung cu ¢& nay thi ¢é bao nhiéu cai
cau dao, va phai can nguon dién 16n thé nao d€
“nudng chin” tat ca.

Toi ¢6 thé huyt gié mdot cai d€ goi thir d6 tdi.
Neéu toi lam vay that, liéu né c6 dén day véi anh
ban Jamie Conklin khong? That la mdt quyén
nang 16n d6i v4i mot dira tré phai ba nam nira
md&i c6 thé so hiru bang 14i xe.

IIMe n‘ay?ll

“Sao thé?”

“Me cé nghi con da du lon dé€ cd ban gai chua?”

“Chua dau, con yéu.” Me dap, khong ngudc
1én khdi tap ban thao.

“Khi nao con mdi da 1on?”

“Hai muoi 1am tudi, thé c6 duoc khong?”

- 281 -



SAU NAY

Me bit ddu cuoi va toi cung cwoi voi me. Toi
nghi, c6 1€ khi toi hai mwoi lam tudi hodc tdm tam
dé, tbi sé triéu hoi Therriault va bit hin mang tdi
cho t6i mét cdc nude. Nhung nghi ky thi, moi tha
ma né mang téi déu co thé la thudc doc. Co 16, dé
cho vui thoi, t6i sé bat né dung cai dau Therriault
dé trong cay chudi, xoac chan, hodc la budc di
trén tran nha. Hodc 1a t6i cd thé tha nd di. Bao né
la “xéo di xéo di, nguoi anh em”. Di nhién la t6i
khéng can phai doi téi khi minh hai muoi lam
tudi, toi cd thé lam vay bat ky liac nao. Chi la toi
khong mudn. C¢ dé€ nd lam tu nhan cia t6i mot
thoi gian. Thit anh sang khung khié€p, gém ghiéc
ay sé bi tiéu bién, chi con to hon con dom dém bi
nhét trong lo mét xiu. D€ xem nod tan huwong cam
giac ay thé nao.

Dén muoi gio thi cd dién lai, va thé gidi van
ctt 1a On thoa.
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6 thé tGi tham gido sw Burkett d€ xem

dao nay 6ng thé nao, tién thé 13y lai cai
khay banh. “Ngoai ra, ching ta ¢6 thé mang cho
ong vai chiéc banh sting bo cta tiém Haber.”

T6i bao me la y twong nghe hay dady a, th€
nén me goi dién cho 6ng va 6ng lién ndi la 6ng
rdt mong dwoc gap hai me con. Chung t6i lién
t4i tiém banh va v5y taxi. Me t6i khuwdc tir viéc
st dung Uber. Me bao la n6 khong c6 New York.
Taxi mdi la New York.

T6i doén 1a kha ning hoi phuc ky diéu van
hién hitu du cho ban gia di, vi giao sw Burkett chi
con phai dung mdét ciy gay va da di chuyén kha
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on. Kho long tham gia cudc thi chay marathon
cua thanh phd New York duoc nita (ddy la néu
nhu 6ng ting tham gia), nhung ong da 6m me
mot cai & clra ra vao va toi khong phai s¢ 6ng sé
cdm m3t xudng dat khi dng bt tay tdi. Ong ting
t6i mot cai nhin sic bén, ti dap 16 ong mdt cai
gat dau nhe nhe, va 6ng mim cuwdi. Ching téi déu
hiéu d6i phuong.

Me x6ng xao qua lai, bay bién banh strng bo,
bo va nhitng lo mutt ti hon dn kém. Chuing t6i an
banh trong phong bép, véi nhitng tia ning gitra
budi sang xién chéo. Mot bira nhe ngon lanh. Khi
ching t6i an xong, me t6i chuyén phan con lai cua
mon banh bo 10 (cai banh gan nhu con nguyén, toi
doén 1a nguoi gia khong &n nhiéu 1am) vao mot
cdi hdp Tupperware va rira sach cdi khay dung
ban dau. Me d€ né rao nudc va xin phép muon
phong vé sinh.

Ngay khi me roi di, gido sw Burkett vuon
nguoi qua cai ban. “Chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Han ta ding gan tién sanh khi chau ra khoi
thang may vao h6m qua. Chau khong nghi gi, ct

thé lao téi trirdc va tém 18y han.”

“Han ¢ d6 u? Tay Therriault d6? Chau nhin
thdy han? Cdm nhin duoc hdn?” Vin chua hoan
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toan bj thuyét phuc va van nghi moi thiz 1a do t6i
tudng tuong ra, ban biét day. Toi c6 thé doc dugc
diéu do trén mat ong, va ndi that thi, ai ma trach
ong dugc kia chua?

“Vang. Nhung khong con la Therriault,
khong phai nhu thé nita. Cai thir bén trong, do6
la mot anh sang, né c¢6 thoat di nhung chau da
tom lai. N6 dang s¢ 14m, nhung chau biét minh
s€ gdp nguy néu budng ra. Cudi cung, khi nd thay
Therriault tan bién dan, né—"

“Tan bién dan? Y chau l1a sao?”

Co tiéng xa bon cau. Me sé khong quay lai
chirng nao chua rira tay sach sé, nhung sé khong
lau nira.

“Chau noi voi no diéu 6ng da dan chau, giao
su a. B6 1a néu chau huyt gié, né phai chay dén
chd chau. Dén luot chdu 4m né. N6 dong y. Chau
€p no phai noi 10 ra, va né da noi.”

Me t6i quay lai triedc khi 6ng &y kip hoi thém
bat ky diéu gi, nhung toi c6 thé thdy la trong ong
rdt bdi r8i va van nghi rang toan bd cudc ddi dau
chi la nhitng diéu dién ra trong éc tudng tuong
cua toi. Toi hiéu ma, nhung t6i ciing kha buc - y
toi 13, 6ng da biét bao chuyén, chi tiét vé may cai
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nhan va ca cudn sich ctia dng Thomas - nhung
khi nghi lai, tdi ciing hiéu phan nao. Quan diém
la mot chudng ngai lon khé long viegt qua, va toi
nghi chudng ngai dy con tro nén 16n hon d6i voi
nhitng nguoi thong minh. Nhitng nguoi thong
minh biét rat nhiéu chuyén, va cd 1é diéu dé khién
ho nghi rang ho biét tdt ca moi thit trén doi.

“Chung ta phai di thoi, Jamie”, me noéi. “Me
con phai xtt ly cho xong ban thao.”

“Me lac nao cling c6 moét ban thao nao dé
phai xr ly”, t6i néi, thé la me bat cwdi vi diéu
ay dang qua. Cé nhitng chong ban thao can phai
doc dugc me d€ & cong ty lan phong lam viéc &
nha, va ca hai chéng ban thao ay lic nao cling cao
ngat. “Trude khi chung ta vé, d€ me k€ cho gido
su vé chuyén ¢ chung cui ngay hom qua.”

Me quay sang gido sit Burkett. “Chuyén la
14m, Marty. Moi cau dao ¢ toa nha déu bi nd.
Cling mét lac! Ong Provenza - éng nay 1a quan
ly toa nha - néi rang han da xay ra tinh trang qua
tai dién. Ong ta néi la chura bao gio chiing kién su
¢6 nao nhu vay.”

Gido su trong c6 vé hoang hét. “Chi toa nha
cua hai me con thoéi a?”
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“Chi toa d6 thdi”, me xac nhan. “Di nao,
Jamie. Roi khoi day va d€ Marty nghi ngoi nao.”

Qua trinh di ra gan nhu 1dp lai y hét qua trinh
di vao. Gido su Burkett ting t6i mot cai nhin sac
bén va tdi dap 1& bang mot cai gat dau nhe nhe.

Chung t6i déu thau hiéu d6i phuong.
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ém 4y, t6i nhan dugc modt email ctua
ong, g di tir iPad. Ong la nguedi duy
nhat t6i quen ma mé dau the bang
mot 10i chao va viét o ra tung chit, chit khong
viét theo kiéu Khoe ko va cuoi chét cmnl hay theo

gdiém cua toi.

Jamie thin mén,

Sau khi me con chdu roi di luc sing nay, 6ng da tra
cttu mot chiit vé qud trinh tim ra qud bom ¢ siéu
thi Eastport - mgt viéc ma ding ra ong phdi lam
sém hon. Ong da tim thdy nhitng chi tiét thi vi.
Elizabeth Dutton khong dwoc nhic t6i nhiéu trong
ban tin nao hét. Hiu hét cong trang déu thudc vé
doi xir Iy bom (nhdt la nhitng chii ché, boi nguwoi ta
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khodi chd; 6ng tin rang c6 khi ngai thi trieéng phdi
trao huy chwong cho con chd). Cé ta chi dwoc nhic
t61 nhie sau, “mot tham te dd nhin dwoc ddu moi tie
m@t ngudn tin cii.” Ong thy thit la khi co ta khong
tham gia vao budi hop bdo dién ra sau khi cdnh st v
hiéu thanh cong qua bom, va cé 4y ciing khong nhin
duwogc 101 khen chinh thikc nao cd. Dt vdy, c6 ta van
xoay x¢ dé giir lai dwoc cong viéc cia minh. Do cd 1é
la tdt cd phiin thwdng c6 ta mudn roi, va moi cdp trén
cua cd déu thdy diéu do la xing ding.

Theo nhitng gi 6ng tim hiéu dwoc vé chuyén nay,
cong v6i vy mit dién ky la & chung cw ctia chdu vao
lic chau d6i diu voi Therriault, cong voi nhitng
chi tiét khdc ma chdu da khién ong phdi nhdn ra,
Ong thidy minh khong thé khong tin nhitng diéu
chiu da ké.

Ong phdi b6’ sung mot 1oi canh bdo. Ong khéng
quan tdm t6i vé tw tin trén guong mdt chdu, khi
chidu néi rang da dén lwot chdu dm nd, hay chdu
6 thé huyt gid va nd sé dén. C6 1é né sé lam vdy,
NHUNG ONG NHAN MANH CHAU PUNG
LAM VAY. Nhigng ngueoi di trén déy thinh thoang
vdn ngd. Nhirng nguoi diéu khién sw tir vn c6 thé
bi v6 bdi nhitng con méo ma ho tin ring da hoan
toan bi thudn phuc. Trong nhitng hoan canh nhdt
dinh, ngay cd con ché ngoan nhat trén doi vén c6 thé

phan nghich va can chi nhin cia minh.
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Loi khuyén ma dng danh cho chéu, Jamie a, la hay dé
mdc cai thir nay di.

Loi chiic t6t lanh nhadt tie ban cua chdu,

Gido sw Martin Burkett (Marty)

Tdi bit: Ong to mo mudn biét moi chi tiét cu thé
trong trdi nghiém khdc thwong ctia chdu. Néu chau
c6 thé'téi gdp ong, ong sé ling nghe cham chii. Ong
cho 1a chdu vdn khong mudn me chdu phdi bgn tim
tGi cdu chuyén nay, vi cé vé la moi sw dd dat dén mot

cdi két thing lgi.

Toi viét thu tra 10i ngay 14p tiec. Phan hdi cua
t6i ngan hon nhiéu, nhung t6i dam bao 1a minh
da soan thu theo diing cung cach cua 6ng, chuan
chinh nhir mét 14 thw giri qua duong buu dién.

Kinh gtvi gido sw Burkett,

Chéu rdt vui néu c6 thé gdp ong, nhwng chiu khong
thé't6i triedc thir Tw vi chdu phdi tham quan Bdo tang
Mij thuidt Trung tdm vao thir Hai va thi ddu bong
chuyén ndi bd, nam ddu v6i nik, vao thir Ba. Néu ng
thdy 6n v6i ngay thir Tuw, chdu sé t6i sau khi tan hoc,
khodng ba gio ba muoi phit, nhwng chdu chi ¢ thé
dén trong khodng mot tiéng théi. Chdu sé bdo voi me
la chdu mudn t6i thim ong, ding sw thuc ma.

Ban cua éng,

James Conklin
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Gi4o sw Burkett han da dat iPad ¢ trong long
(toi ¢6 thé hinh dung ra 6ng ngoi trong phong
khach, cing vdi nhitng bitc anh cii dugc déng
khung), vi 6ng tra 10i ngay tizc thi.

Than gui Jamie,

Thit Tw 1a dwoc. Ong sé doi chdu lic ba gio
ba mwoi phut va sé chudn bi binh quy nho
khoé. Chdu thich uéng tra hay nwoc ngot cung
v0i banh?

Than,

Marty Burkett

To6i khong con ¢d phan hoi sao cho gidng mot
la thw truyén thong nira, chi go Chdu khong phién
néu dwoc ubng mot tich ca phé dau g. Sau khi nghi
thém, t6i b6 sung, Me cho chidu udng. Cling khong
han 1a néi d6i, va dng &y that sw da g lai cho toi
mot cai emoji: mét ngdn tay cai. T6i thay ong kha
la cdp nhat nha.

To6i lai mét lan nita noéi chuyén véi giao su
Burkett, that vay, nhung khéng c¢6 d6 udng nao
va ciing khong ¢4 mén 4n vit nao ca. Ong khong

con dung mdy thit y nita, vi 6ng chét mat roi.
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Vao sang thit Ba, t6i nhan dugc mot email
khac tir 6ng. Me t6i cling nhan duogc email tuong
ty, va nhiéu nguoi khac cling vay.

Than gtri ban be va nhitng nguoi toi quen biét,

T6i vira nhén vai tin xdu. David Robertson - nguoi
ban cii, dong nghiép va nguyén trwdng khoa - viea
bi dot quy tai nha hwu tri & Siesta Key, Florida
vao t61 hém qua, va hién dang nam & bénh vién
Sarasota. Béc si dw dodn 6ng sé khong qua khoi,
thdm chi khéng hoi phuc dwgc y thirc, nhwng toi da
quen biét Dave va nguoi vg Marie ddng mén cua
ong hon bon muwoi ndm, nén toi budc phdi di mot
chuyén, dé déng vién vg ong va tham du 1é tang,
néu didu do xdy ra. Toi sé sip xép lai cdc lich hen

sau khi tré vé.

-292 -



STEPHEN KING

Toi sé ¢ tai khdch san Boutique ctia Bentley (tén dn
twgng qud!) o Osprey trong thoi gian nay, va cdc
ban ¢ thé’ dén ddy tim t6i, nhung cdch t0t nhat dé¢
giir lién lac v6i t6i van la diing email. Nhw hiu hét
cdc ban da biét, t6i khong mang bén minh dién thoai
cd nhan. Toi xin 161 néu c6 bat ki bat tién nao.

Trdn trong,

Gido sw (Danh dw) Martin F. Burkett

“Ong &y truyén thdng ghé”, toi ndi véi me
trong khi chung t6i an sang: me an buai va sita
chua, con toi an Cheerios.

Me gat dau. “Dung vay, va gio chéng coOn
mdy ai dugc nhu 6ng. V§i va dén bén givong
bénh ctia mot ngwedi ban hap héi...” Me lac dau.
“That dac biét. Dang ngudng md. Va ca cdi email
do nira cha!”

“Gido su Burkett khong viét email”, t6i noi.
“Ong viét nhitng 14 thu.”

“Pung, nhung y me khong phai vay. That sy
day, con nghi mot nguoi & tudi 6ng ay thi co bao
nhiéu vi khach phai xép lich gap ha?”

O thi, c6 mdt nguoi ddy, tdi nghi, nhung khong
noi ra.
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01 khong biét nguoi ban cii caa giao su

c6 qua doi khong. Toéi chi biét giao su

da qua doi. Ong 1én con dau tim trong
luc O trén may bay va chét trén ghé€ ng6i khi may
bay ha canh. Ong ciing c6 mdt ngudi ban ci 1
luat sw - ong nay la mot trong nhitng nguoi da
nhén duoc email cudi cung cha giao su - va 6ng
ta duoc goi dién bao tin. Ong ay dam nhan nhiém
vu chuyén thi thé vé, nhung me t6i mdi la nguoi
dung ra lo liéu sau d8. Me tam dung viéc ¢ cong
ty d€lo liéu dam tang. T6i ty hao vi me da lam
vay. Me khéc va budn 1dm, vi me da mat di mot
nguoi ban. Toi cling budn, vi t6i da két ban véi
nguoi ban cua me. Khi Liz roi di, 6ng la nguoi
ban 16n tudi duy nhét t6i co.
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Dam tang dién ra & nha tho trudng ldo tai
Dai 16 Park, ciing 1a noi da t6 chic Ié tang cia
Mona Burkett cach day bay nam. Me t6i n6i gian
vi ¢6 con gai - cai nguoi sdng ¢ bo Tay - khéng hé
dén. Sau nay, chi vi to mo thoi, téi mo lai email
cudi cung cta gido su Burkett va nhén ra c6 ay
khong phai mét trong nhitng ngwoi nhan thu. Ba
nguoi phu nit duy nhat dwoc giri thu la me toi,
ba Richards (m¢t ba 1do kha than vdi ong, song
¢ tang bon Cung dién Dai 16 Park) va Dolores
Magowan, nguoi phu nit da bi ba Burkett hiéu
nham, ba doan rang 6ng chdng géa v¢ clia minh
sé som moi ba nay di dn trua.

T6i d€ ¥ tim gido sw & nha tho, nghi rdng néu
vo dng da duy 1é tang ctia ba, thi 6ng &y c6 18 cling &
tham gia. Ong khong & day, nhung [an nay, chiing
toi con dur 16 dén tan ltc ra nghia trang, va toi thdy
éng ngdi trén moét bia md cdch nhém ngudi tién
biét khoang sdu téi muoi mét, nhung du gan dé€
lang nghe. Trong ltic nguoi ta néi 10i cau nguyén,
t6i gio tay 1én va kin ddo vy vy 6ng. Chi la xoay
nhe médy ngdn tay thdi, nhung 6ng da nhin thay,
va mim cudi, roi vay lai. Ong 1a mét ngudi chét
binh thudng, khong phai mot con quai vat nhu
Kenneth Therriault, va t6i bit dau khoc.

Me quang mét tay qua toi.
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6m d6 la thit Hai, nén t6i khong thé toi
Bao tang My thuat Trung tam vdi 16p
minh. Téi nghi hoc dé du tang 18, va khi
ching t6i vé nha, t6i bao vdi me la t6i mudn ra
ngoai tan by. Téi mudn suy nghi.
“Duoc thoi... néu con n. Con 6 61 khdng, Jamie?”
“Ona”, t6i n6i, nd mot nu cuoi dé chirng minh.
“Vé nha truéc nam gio nhé, dé€ me khoi
sOt rudt.”
I,Véng a."
Phai dén khi t6i ra téi cira thi me mdi hoi tdi cai
cau ma t6i da cho sudt. “Ong dy ¢ & d6 khong?”
Toi da dinh néi ddi, nghi rang lam thé sé gitp
me bét suy nghi, nhung cling c6 thé noi that sé
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khién me vui hon chidng. “Cé a. Khéng ¢ nha tho,
nhung 6ng dy da dén nghia trang.”

“Thé... th€ 6ng ay tréng ra sao?”

To6i bao me la dng ay On, sy that dung la thé.
Ho luén mdc bd d6 khi ho qua doi, va trong
treong hop cua giao sw Burkett, 6ng mac mét bd
com 1é mau nau hoi rdng so vdi 6ng nhung trong
van rat 6n dp, theo y kién ctia ca nhan t4i. Téi thich
cai cach dng méc com 1€ khi ngoi trén may bay, lai
mot vi dy nira ctia phong cach truyén thdng. Va
ong ay khong cam gay, 6 1é vi 6ng khéng cam né
khi chét, hodc vi 6ng da danh roi n6 khi con dau
tim phat tac.

“Jamie? Ba me gia nay c6 thé 6m con mot cai
trude khi con ra ngoai tan by khong?”

Toi 6m me that 1a lau.
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0i di by téi Cung dién Dai 1o Park, da

16n hon va cao hon nhiéu so véi héi con

la mét cau bé con di téi treong vao mot
ngay thu no, tay nay cim tay me, con tay kiala ga
tady mau xanh. Lon hon, cao hon, va c6 1€ 1a thong
minh hon, nhung van la cing mdt ngudi. Ching
ta thay d8i, nhung van 1a chiing ta. Toi khong giai
thich dwoc. D6 1a mot bi an.

To6i khong thé di vao bén trong toa chung cu,
t6i khong ¢d chia khda, nhung toi cling khong can
phai ¢, vi gido su Burkett dang ng6i trén nhiing
bac thang, trong b com 1é di dwong mau nau cua
minh. Toi ngdi xudng canh dng. Mot ba ldo dal
mot chti chd nho xu 16ng di qua. Con ché nhin vé
phia gido su. Ba lao thi khong.
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”Xin chao, giao sw.”

”Xin chao, Jamie.”

Pa ndm ngay ké tir khi 6ng qua doi trén may
bay, va giong ndi cua ong dang dan phai nhat
theo 1€ n6 phai vay. Nhu la 6ng dang dung tur
xa noi chuyén vdi toi, cit xa dan xa dan. Va du
cho 6ng van toat ra sy tir t& von 6, thi trong dng
nhu thé, toi khong biét nita, mat két ndi. Hau nhw
bon ho déu vay. Ngay ca ba Burkett cling thé, du
ba ndi nhiéu hon nhitng nguoi chét binh thuong
(mdt s8 ngudi con chéng ndi gi, trir khi ban ditra
cho ho mét cau hoi). Boi vi ho dang quan sat cudc
diéu hanh, chit khéng tham gia cudc diéu hanh?
So sanh nay c6 vé on, nhung ciing khéng dang
1am. Nhu thé 1a ho con cé nhitng viéc khdc quan
trong hon can suy nghi, va [an dau tién, t6i nhan
ra la giong ndi ctia chinh t6i cling dang tré nén
phai nhat, d&i véi 6ng. Han rang toan b thé gisi
dang phai mo dan.

“Ong 6n chix a?”

/IU.//

“Co dau khéng a? Con dau tim ay?”

“Cé, nhung né qua nhanh.” Ong nhin ra ngoai
phd, khong nhin t6i. Nhu thé luu gitt khung canh.
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“Ong c6 can chau lam gi khdng?”

“Chi mét viec thoi. Dingbao gio goi Therriault.
B&i Therriault da bién mat roi. Diéu sé xuat hién
1a cai thit da chiém 18y han. Trong vin hoc, 6ng
cho rang mét thiec thé nhu vay dwoc goi 1a mot
ké chiém xac.”

”“Chau sé khong goi dau, chau hita. Gido sinay,
tai sao nd lai chi®m xac hin ta nhi? Vi Therriaulf
von la mét ké ac u? C6 phai vi thé khong?”

“Ong khong biét, nhung nhiéu kha ning
la vay.”

“Ong c6 con mudn biét diéu gi da xay ra khi
chau tém 14y han khong?”, t6i nghi téi email cta
ong. “Cac chi tiét cu thé?”

“Khong.” Cau tra 16i lam t6i thdt vong, nhung
khong khién t6i ngac nhién. Nhiing nguoi chét
khéng con hitng thu véi cudc doi cua nguoi song.
“Chi can nhé nhitng diéu dng da bao chau.”

“Chdau sé nhé ma, dirng lo.”

Mot thoang cau gian 10 ra trong giong ndi cua
ong. “Ong khong chac dau. Chau vd cling diing
cam, nhung chau ciing vé cing may man. Chau
khéng hiéu, vi chau van chi méi la mot dia tré,
nhung hdy nhé 10i 6ng. Cai thit dy dén tir bén
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ngodi vii tru. Ngoai d6 dién ra nhitng chuyén
kinh hoang ma khong con nguodi nao c6 thé y
thic duge. Néu doi chac gi v6i nd, chdu cé nguy
co bi chét, phat dién, hodc chinh linh hon chu sé
bi pha huy.”

Toi chua tirng nghe thay ai dung tir ddi chac -
toi doan do lai la mot tie xua cii ctia gido sw, nhw
la goi tu lanh thanh h{p lanh, nhung t6i cling
hiéu dai khai y ong. Va néu 6ng cé y dinh doa t6i,
thi 6ng da thanh cong r6i ddy. Linh hon bi pha
hay u? Oi Chua tdi!

“Chau khong lam vay dau”, téi néi. “That su
la sé khong lam dau.”

Ong khong tra 16i. Chi nhin ra ngoai phd, dit
hai ban tay 1én dau goi.

“Chau s€ nho 6ng, giao sw a.”

“Dugc r6i.” Gipng 6ng ct mo di mai. S6m
thoi, toi sé khong thé nghe 6ng noéi gi nita, toi sé
chi ¢ thé nhin thady méi éng chuyén djng.

“Ch4u c6 thé hoi dng mot cau duoc khong?”
Cau hoi ngdc nghéch. Khi ban héi, ho phai tra
16i, du rang khong phai lic nao ban ciing thich
nhitng gi minh nghe duoc.

’lDuQC.”

Toi noi cho 6ng cau hoéi ciia minh.
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hi tdi vé nha, me da ché bién ca hoi

theo cach yéu thich cua chung tdi, boc

a trong gidy an am roi hap trong 10 vi

song. Ban c6 thé nghi la ndu don gian vay thi sao
ma ngon dugc, nhung sy thuc la thé ddy.

“Vira dung lac”, me ndi. “C6 mot thi salad
Caesar. Con bay ra cho me dugc khong?”

“Puoc a.” Toi 1dy salad ra khdi tu lanh - cai
hop lanh - va mo ti.

“Pung quén rtta sach. Trén tai ghi la rau
duoc rira r6i, nhung me khéng bao gio tin. Dung
cai rd inox ay.”

Toéi 18y 18, cho xa lach vao va mé voi nuée.
“Con dén toa chung cu cii cia minh”, t6i ké. Toi

khong nhin me ma tap trung vao nhiém vu.

-302 -



STEPHEN KING

“Me cling nghi 1a con sé& dén ddy. Ong &y 6
¢ do khong?”

“Cé a. Con hoi 6ng vi sao con gai 6ng khong
bao gio toi tham 6ng, va tham chi khong tdi dw
dam tang.” Toi déng voi nudc. “Co dy dang s6ng &
vién tdm than, me a. Ong dy nai c0 ta s€ phai & do
sudt doi. Co ta da gi€t con minh, rdi con cf ty sat.”

Me tdi dang chuan bi cho ca hoi vao 1o vi
song, nhung r6i me lai dat ca 1én quay bép va
ngdi sup xudng ghé. *Oi troi. Mona ké véi me 1a
o dy 1am trg ly & mét phong thi nghiém sinh hoc,
tai Caltech. Ba &y tu hdo 13m.”

“Giao su Burkett noi c6 dy bj mic bénh cata
gi do.”

”Catatonia*.”

”Vang. Lano.”

Me t6i nhin xuéng cai mén chuén bj la bita
t01 cua bon t6i, phan thit mau hdng cua ca hoi
an hién bén dudi 16p gidy phu trén nd. Me c6 vé
dang chim trong suy nghi. Sau d6, duong doc
gitta hai 16ng may ctia me gian ra.

“2 Catatonia, con goi 1a hoi chimg cing truong luc, 13 mot rdi
loan tdm thin va anh hudng dén kha nang vin dong binh thudng

cua mét ngudat. Mot ) ngudi bi mic catatonia ¢ thé c6 hanh vi
bao luc.
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“Gio thi ching ta da biét mét diéu ma co 1é ta
khong nén biét. Chuyén da qua va khong thé lam
lai dugc. Ai cing c6 bi mat c4, Jamie a. Qua thoi
gian, con sé tw minh nhén ra diéu d6.”

Nho ¢6 Liz va Kenneth Therriault, toi von da
nhén ra diéu nay roi, va toi ciing da tim ra bi mét
cia me nira.

D6 la chuyén vé sau nay.
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enneth Therriault bién mat khoi cac

ban tin, bi thay thé bdi nhitng con quai

vat khdc. Va vi han khéng con dm tdi
nita, han cling khdng con thuong truc trong tam
tri toi. Khi mua thu vat sang mua ddng, t6i van
con gitr thdi quen lui xa khoi thang mdy mot chat
lic clra mé ra, nhung dén khi tdi bude sang tudi
muoi bon, céi thdi dy da khong con nita.

T6i van thinh thoang nhin thdy nguoi chét
(va c6 1€ con mét s6 ngudi ma toi da bod sot, vi ho
trong gidng y nhu nguoi thuong, trir khi ho chét
vi bi tai nan, hodc la ban phai tién téi sat ho thi
m&i nhén ra). Toi sé k€ cho ban vé mdt nguoi nay,
du nguoi &y khong hé lién quan t6i cau chuyén
chinh cta t6i 0 day. Nguoi nay la mot cau bé,
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khong 16n hon thang nhoc t6i day vao cai ngay
toi gap ba Burkett. Cau ta ding trén vach phan
cach chay gitta Dai 10 Park, méc quéan dui do va
mot cai ao phong hinh Chién tranh gitta cac Vi
sao. Cau nhdc tai nhot. M6i xanh 1ét. Va t6i nghi
la cau chang dang ¢6 khoc niec 1én, du khong c6
giot nuéc mat nao ca. Vi ciu bé tréng quen quen
nén t6i budc qua mdy toa nha thuong mai cua
Dai 16 Park, toi hoi xem cau ta gap phai chuyén
gl. Ban biét ddy, ngoai chuyén bi chét ra.

“Em khoéng biét duong vé nha!”

“Em c6 biét dia chi nha minh la gi khong?”

“Em séng & s6 490 Dai 16 Hai, chung cu 16B.”
Céau bé doc mot leo nhw ghi am.

“Pugc roi”, téi néi. “Chd &y kha gan day. bi
nao, nhéc. Anh s& dan em di.”

Toa chung cue do c6 tén la Kips Bay Court.
Khi ching t6i t6i noi, cdu bé chi ngdi xudng lé
duong. N6 khong khéc nira, va bat dau c6 biéu
cam troi dat thy dong thuong thay o tat ca bon
ho. T6i khdong mudn d€ cau bé lai day, nhung toi
khong biét con phai lam g1 khac. Trudc khi roi di,
toi hoi tén cau bé va cau bé dap minh la Richard
Scarlatti. Thé la t6i nhadn ra minh d3 thdy cau
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nhéc & dau. Anh ctia cau bé dwoc chiéu 1én kénh
NY1. Mot vai thang to xac da dim cau bé xudng
Ho6 Thién nga ¢ Cong vién Trung tam. Bon nhéc
kia déu khéc réng 1én va bao ca 1i chi gion choi
thoi. C6 1€ la thé that. C6 1é sau nay tdi sé hiéu tat
ca nhitng chuyén dy, nhung su that 1a t6i khong
nghi vay.
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én thoi diém &y, moi sy dién ra tét

dep du d€ t6i co thé di hoc tai truong

tie. Me cho t6i xem tai liéu gidi thiéu
vé truong Dalton va truong Friends, nhung toi
quyét dinh hoc tiép & truong cong va gia nhap
Roosevelt, noi c6 d6i Mustangs. On théa. D6 1a
nhitng nam thang ém dep d6i véi hai me con toi.
Me c6 dugc mot khach hang rét 1on, chuyén viét
nhitng cau chuyén vé yéu tinh, tinh linh ring va
nhitng nha quy tdc phiéu lwu. Toi ciing c6 mot ¢
ban gai, dai loai thé. Mary Lou Stein kiéu nhu la
mot chuyén gia vé gothic va rdt mé phim anh, du
cho ¢d &y ¢6 mét cai tén hoi bi “nang hang xom”.
Chung t6i téi Angelika c& mot lan moi tuan va

ngoi tit @ bang ghé sau dé doc phu dé.
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Vao mot ngay no, khong lau sau sinh nhat
ctia toi (t6i gio da cham mo6c muoi lam tudi gia
ca dang kinh), me nhén tin hoi liéu tdi c6 thé ghé
qua van phong cong ty sau khi tan hoc, thay vi vé
thang nha khong - khong c6 viéc gi 16n, me néi,
chi la ¢6 vai thong tin ma me mudn bao truc tiép
cho toi.

Khi t6i dén noi, me rét cho téi mot tach ca
phé - khéc 1é thuong, nhung dén lac nay thi
khong phai chuyén chua tirng xay ra - va hdéi toi
c6 con nhé Jesus Hernandez khong. T6i bao me la
t6i van nhé. Chu &y 1a cdng su ctia Liz trong vai
nam, va me da dwa toi theo vai [an khi me va Liz
di an cung vdi tham tir Hernandez va vg. Chuyén
ciing kha lau r6i, nhung khé ma quén dugc mot
tham tir cao gan hai mét co tén Jesus, ngay ca khi
no duoc phat am la Hay-soos.

“Con thich kiéu téc bén thung caa cha ay”,
t6i noi. “Tréng ngau.”

“Chu ay goi cho me dé bao Liz mat viéc roi.”
Tinh dén thoi diém &y thi me va Liz da duong ai
ndy di duwgc mét thoi gian dai, nhung trong me
van budn. “Cudi cing ngudi ta ciing bat qua tang
c6 dy van chuyén ma tay. Mot luwong heroin kha

16m, Jesus ké thé.”
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Thong tin nay lam t6i sdc nang. Sau mot
khoang thoi gian, ¢d ta khong con tot dep gi
may véi me tdi nita, va rd nhw ban ngay la ¢
cling chang hanh xt t6t lanh gi véi t6i, nhung
van that té khi nhan tin. Téi con nhé ¢b tirng cu
toi dén mukc toi suyt té ra quan, va toi ngoi kep
gitta c6 va me trén cai di vang, cung nhau dua
ra nhitng binh luan ngdc nghéch vé may chuong
trinh truyén hinh, roi cai lan c¢6 dua t0i téi s thu
Bronx va mua cho t6i mot céi keo bong to hon ca
dau t6i nita. Ngoai ra, dirng quén c6 ta da ctru
nam muoi hodc tham chi la ca tram mang nguwoi,
nhitng nguoi c6 1& da qua doi néu nhw qua bom
cudi cung cua Thumper phat nd. Pdng co cua cd
c6 thé t6t ma cling ¢6 thé xdu, nhung du thé nao
thi c6 cling da ctru nguoi.

Toi nhd lai cai cum tir ma minh da nghe lom
duoc trong cudc cai va cudi cung cua ho. Mt
lwgng nghiém trong, me da noi thé. “Co dy sé
khong phai di tu dau chi a?”

Me dap, “A, gio thi c6 &y tam duoc tu do sau
khi dwa tién bao lanh, Jesus ké vay, nhung dén
cudi cung... me nghi kha niang 16n la c6 4y sé
phai ngoi tu, con yéu.”
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“Oi, cai déch.” Tbi nghi téi canh Liz mic bd
quan 4o lién than mau da cam, giéng nhu ngwoi
phu nit trong cai phim Netflix ma me thinh

thoang van xem.

Me cam ]ay tay t6i. “Pung dung dung.”
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au do6 khoang hai hay ba tuan thi Liz

bat coc t6i. Ban cé thé néi la ¢b ta ciing

da lam vay vao lan dau tién, vu cua
Therriault, nhung lan ay chi tinh la “git nguoi
giao luu” thoi. Lan nay thi nghiém tuc day. Co
ta khong ép toi phai vao trong xe theo cai kiéu
ddm da la hét loan xa, nhung ma c6 van ép toi
phai vao. Nhu thé€ thi bi coi la bét cdc rdi, theo
toi la vay.

Toi la thanh vién d6i tennis, va dang trén
duwong vé nha sau mot loat tran dau tap (hudn
luyén vién cua bon nay goi mdy man tap luyén
dé la “tran quyét dau” vi vai ly do nham nhi).
T6i deo ba 16 va cam tai dung vot tennis & mot
tay. Toi dang tién tdi di€ém dirng xe buyt thi thy
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moét phu nit détng duwa vao mot con Toyota cii
k¥, dang nhin vao dién thoai ctia c6 ta. Toi budc
qua ma chéng liéc nhin t6i [an thit hai. T6i khong
hé nghi rang ci nguoi gay go d6 - mai téc vang
rom bay bay quanh c¢6 ao khoac duffle khong
kéo khoa, a0 len xam to qua c&, doi bot cao bodi
son ¢l an bén dudi cai quan bo rong thung thinh
- lai la nguoi ban cii cia me minh. Co ban cii cua
me toi van thich dién quan bé dng tdi mau va
nhitng chiéc ao lua khoét c6 sdu. Nguoi ban cii
cua me theong chai nguroc hét toc ra sau, budc
thanh mét tam dudi ngya. Ban ci cua me trong

ludn khoe khoin.

“Nay, nha vd dich, tham chi khoéng them héi
thdm nguoi ban ¢t nay mot tiéng sao?”

To6i dirng chan, quay nguoi lai. Nhat thoi toi
van chua thé nhan ra c6 ta. Geong mit xuwong
x4u va tai nhot. C6 khong trang di€ém, d€ 1§ 10m
dom nhitng vét khuyét di€ém trén tran. Cai duong
cong ma toi timg ngudng md - theo mét nhin ctia
mot cau bé - da khong con nita. Cai ao len lung
thung ndm bén dudi 4o khodc chi mo hd nrhic
vé thit tiing la mot bd nguc cing tron. Toi doan
chirng c0 phai sut mat mwoi tam, tham chi la hon
hai muoi can, va trong gia di hai chuc tudi.

-313 -



SAU NAY

“Liz a?”

“Khong phai ai khac.” C6 cwoi vai toi, roi lai
gidu nu cuoi di khi 18y got ban tay quét quét mi.
Suy nhugc co thé'vi nghién thude, t6i nghi. C6 ta b
suy nhuoc.

“C0 khoe khong a?”

Cé € khong phai cau hdi théng minh nhat,
nhung la cau duy nhat tdi nghi ra duoc trong tinh
huéng nay. Va toi chua y gitt khoang cach véi c6
ta mét khoang ma tdi cho la an toan, dé t6i c6 thé
chay khoi ¢4 néu c6 ta dinh lam gi d6 ky quéc.
Do ¢6 vé la mot kha ndng, vi ¢b ta tréng rat ky
la. Khong giéng nhitng dién vién gia v minh 1a
ké nghién ma tay tén ti vi, ma giéng nhitng ké
nghién ding nghia ma ddi khi ban van bat gap, ga
gat trén nhitng bang ghé & cong vién hodc ngdi ¢
161 vao nhitng toa nha bé hoang. Toi doan la New
York da kha kham hon trude kia nhiéu, nhung
nhitng con nghién van thuong xuat hién d6 day.

“Trong c6 co khde khong?” Roi ¢d bat cuoi,
nhung khong hé vui vé. “Pung c6 tra 10i cau do.
Nhung nay, ngay xtta ngay xua c6 chau minh
ttng lam mot viéc tot, phai khong nao? C6 dang
duoc tan duwong nhiéu hon so véi nhitng gi ma c6
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thuc sy nhan duoc, cai quy gi chit, c6 chau minh
da ciru duoc bao mang nguwoi.”

To6i nghi téi tat thay nhitng chuyén minh da
phai trai qua vi c6 ta. Chuyén dau chi lién quan
toi Therriault. C6 ta con lam doi me t6i r6i tung
lén nita. Liz Dutton da khién ca hai chung téi
phai trai qua mot khoang thoi gian toi té, va gio
thi co ta lai xudt hién. M6t thie xi quay ct¢ thich
hién ra vao liic chang ai ngd dén. Téi ndi khiing.

“Cd chang xing nhan dwoc bat ky 16i khen
thudng nao hét. Chau méi 1a ngudi khién han néi
ra. Va chau da phai tra gia vi chuyén d6. C6 sé
khong mudn biét dau.”

C6 ta nguwdc dau 1én. “Ro la ¢6 day mudn biét.
Ké cho ¢6 vé cai gia chau da phai tra di, nha vo
dich. G3p vai ba con 4c mdng veé cdi 16 & dau han
ha? Néu mudn mo thdy ac mdng thi ctt nhin vao
ba xac ngwoi bi thiéu rui trong mot chiéc SUV tan
tanh, mot cai xac von chi la mot dita nhoc. Thé cai
gia ma chau phai tra la gi nao?”

“Queén di”, tdi noi, va lai bit dau budc di.

C6 ta vuon ra, tom 13y quai cta chiéc tai dung
vot tennis. “Khong bo di nhanh vay dau. C6 can

chéu lan ntra, nha vo dich, thé nén 1én xe di.”
“Khong doi nao. Bo tui cua chdu ra.”
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C6 ta khong budng tay, thé nén tdi giang
ra. C6 ta ching c6 chit sic nao va khuyu géi
xudng, thét 1én mot tiéng nho nho va budng loi
cai quai tui.

Mot nguwoi dan 6ng dang di qua chot diung
lai, nhin t6i cai ki€u nguwoi 16n nhin tré con khi
thdy dira nhéc d6 hanh xtr lao 1éu. “Khoéng dwoc
cuw xtr thé€ véi phy nit chit, nhoc con.”

“Cut di”, Liz quat 6ng ta, ding lén tro lai.
“To6i la canh sat.”

“Sao cling duoc, sao cling duwoc”, nguoi dan ong
dép va tiép tuc di. Ong ta ching quay lai nhin nita.

“Cd dau con la canh sat ntta dau”, toi ndi,
“Chau cing sé khong di dau véi ¢d ca. Chau
tham chi con khéng mudn néi chuyén véi co,
nén dé chau yén di.” Du vay, t6i van thay hoi ¢6
16i vi da kéo manh dén do lam ¢ ta phai khuyu
g8i xudng. Toi van nhd céi canh ¢d timg quy gdi
trong can ho ctia hai me con, nhung dé la khi ¢6
nghich 6 t6 Matchbox cung véi t6i. Toi ¢d tw nha
do la chuyén ting dién ra & mot cudc doi khac
roi, nhung nd lyc 4y khong hiéu qua, vi d6 dau
phai moét cudc doi khac. D6 1a cude doi cua toi.

“0, nhung chau s di. Néu chau khéng mudn
ca thé gidi nay biét ai la nguoi that sy viét tap

-316 -



STEPHEN KING

truyén cudi cung ctia Regis Thomas, y la th€ ddy.
Cudn sach ban chay nhat da ciru Tee thoat khoi
canh pha san vtra kip ltac? Cudn sach ban chay
nhat sau khi tic gid chét?”

“Co sé khong lam vay.” Tiép d6, khi con sdc
sinh ra boi nhitng 16 ctia ¢6 ta lang lai mot chit,
toi ndi, “Co khong thé’lam thé. Khi dy, 16i ndi cua
0 sé phai chdng lai nhitng tuyén bd cua me. Loi
noi ctia moét ké van chuyén ma tay. Ma con la mét
ké nghién nira chiz, nhin c6 la thdy, vay thi ai sé
tin c6? Khong ai ca!”

Co6 ta van d€ dién thoai trong cai tai quan
sau. Bay gio, co rut dién thoai ra. “Tia khong phai
nguoi duy nhat ghi am vao ngay hom d6 dau.
Nghe dinay.”

Thit téi nghe dugc khién bung da t6i rét bup
xudng. D6 la giong cua t6i - tré con hon nhiéuy,
nhung 13 giong cua toi - dang ndi véi me rang
Purity sé tim thay chiéc chia khéa ma ¢ &y van
8 tim, & bén dwéi gdc cidy muc rita nam trén con
duodng dan téi hd Roanoke.

Me: “Lam sao ¢6 ay biét dugc la géc cay nao?”

M6t khodng dirng.

Toi: “Martin Betancourt da vach mot dau chir
thap lén no.”
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Me: “C6 &y sé lam g1 véi cdi chia?”

Mot khodng dirng.

T6i: “Mang noé téi cho Hannah Royden. Ho
cung nhau di t6i dam lay va tim cdi hang.”

Me: “Hannah, cai nguoi da tao ra Truy Hoa
u? Moén d6 suyt nita da khién c6 ta bi treo ¢ voi
t0i danh phu thuy?”

MGt khodng dirng.

Toi: “Pung thé. Va 6ng dy ndi George Threadgill
s& 1én theo dudi ho. Va 6ng &y néi rang nhin vao
Hannah khién George cang trudng ca lén. Thé'la
sao, me?”

Me: “"Khong can ban t—"

Liz ditng doan ghi am tai day. “Co6 con nhiéu
nita. Khong phai tit ca, nhung it nhat cling ca
tiéng dong ho. Khong nghi ngo gi nita, nha vo
dich a - rf?mg chau da ké lai cho me cdt truyén
cuia cudn sach ma chj 4y viét. Va chdu sé tro thanh
mot phan quan trong ctia cdu chuyén nay. James
Conklin, Cau bé Trung gian.”

T6i nhin ¢d ta chim chim, hai vai sup xudng.
“Sao c6 khong cho chau nghe cai d6 trudc day?
Khi chang ta di tim Therriault?”
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C6 nhin t6i nhu thé t6i bi ngu. Cé 1€ vi t6i
ngu that. “Co6 khong can lam vay. Hoi d6 chau co
ban van la mét dita tré ngoan mudn lam viéc tir
t€. Gio thi chau muoi 1dm tudi roi, du 16n dé gay
su phién todi. D6 ¢6 thé€ la quyén chinh dang cta
chau, vi thanh nién ma, ¢ nghi thé, nhung ta sé
dé€ danh man thao ludn nay cho mét budi khac.
Ngay bay gio, cau hdi la thé nay: chau cé vao xe
va di mot chuyén véi c6 khong, hay la co sé di
tim tay phdng vién cd quen 6 to Post va dua cho
anh ta mau tin mat hap dan nay, vé cai nguoi dai
dién da lam gia tap truyén cudi cung cua khach
hang da chét, vdi sy gitp stic ctia cdu con trai ¢
tai ngoai cam?”

“Pi mét chuyén t6i dau?”

“Chuyén di bi an, nha vd dich a. Vao xe va
tim hiéu nhé.”

Toi khong thdy c6 lya chon nao khac. “Puoc
roi, nhung c6 mét diéu. Bling ¢6 goi chdu la nha v
dich, nhu thé chau la con ngua cung ¢6 nudi vay.”

“Puwoc ma, nha vo dich.” C6 ta mim cuoi.

“Pua thoi, chi dua thoi. Vao xe di, Jamie.”

Toi budc vao xe.
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66 an nay chau sé phai ndi chuyén véi
nguoi chét nao day? Du nguoi dé 1a
ai va nguoi do biét chuyén gi, chau

ciing khong nghi ¢6 thoat dwgc canh ngoi tu dau.”

“A, c6 sé khéng vao tu dau”, cd ta néi. “Cb
day khong thich d6 an trong d6, chit dimg néi t6i
may tay ban tu.”

Chung t6i vuot qua mét tam bién chi duong
tdi cau Cuomo, noi ma moi cit dan New York van
goi la Tappan Zee, hay chi don gian la Tap. Toi
khong thich thé. “Chung ta sé di dau?”

“Renfield.”

Renfield duy nhat ma t6i biét la ga tay sai an
rudi cua ba twdc trong Dracula. “Chd d6 & dau?
Mot noi ¢ Tarrytown a?”
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“Khoéng. M6t thi trdn nho & phia bac New
Paltz. S€ mat hai dén ba tiéng d€ toi dd, thé nén
ct ngdi yén ma tan huwdng hanh trinh di.”

To6i nhin chong choc ¢6 ta, khong phai la canh
giac nita, ma t6i ki€u nhu phat kinh 1én duoc. “C6
dang duia chdau day a! Chau phai &n t6i & nha!”

“Co vé t6i nay Tia phai dung bita mdt minh
roi.” CO ta rit ra mot cai lo nho tir tii 4o khodac
duffle, bén trong dung mét thtt bét mau vang
nhan nhat, day la kiéu lo ¢ gan mot cdi thia vang
nho nhé ngay & nap lo. C ta xoay ndp bang mot
tay, vO mot chit bdt 1én mu ban tay ma c6 dang
dung dé€ 1ai xe, roi hit khit vao mii. C6 vén lai
nap lo - van dliing mét tay - va cat lo tro lai tui.
Nhitng dong tac khéo 1éo nhanh gon ching to da
c6 mdt qua trinh thye hanh lau dai.

C6 nhin biéu cam cta ti va cudi. Mot dnh séng
mdi mé 10 ra trong mét. “Chua timg thiy ai lam
chuyén nay ha? Chau dugcbao boc lam sao, Jamie.”

Toi da nhin thdy bon nhéc hit ¢d, tham chi
te minh thit, nhung nhitng thi ndng hon ay ha?
Khong. Toi timng dwoc ri ré xai thudc lic trong
mot budi nhay nhét ¢ trieong va da tir chéi.

C0 lai vudt long ban tay Ién trén miii, khong
phai dong tac duyén dang gi cho cam. “Cd dang
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ra sé moi chau mot it, ludn dé cao viéc chia sé
ma, nhung day 1a hdn hop déc biét ctia riéng co:
cocain trdn vdi heroin theo ty I¢ hai trén mdt,
vOi mot xiu fentanyl. Kha nédng chiu thudc cua
c6 duogc tich lay dan. Thit nay c6 thé lam chau
vo dau.”

C6 1é 1a ¢6 chiu duogc that, nhung toi co thé
nhan ra khoanh khac thit d6 thiic vao ngudi co.
Cb ngdi thang hon va néi nhanh hon, nhung it
ra c6 ta van li xe di thang va dam bao gisi han
toc do.

“Day la 16i ctia me chéu, chau biét ma. Sudt
bao nhiéu nam, tat ca nhing gi ¢6 lam chi la
chuyén thudc tir diém A, chu yéu la tir Boat Basin
¢ Phé 79 hodc san bay Stuart, dén diém B - ¢6 thé
la bat cit noi nao thudéc ndm khu dan cu. Méi dau,
né chu yéu chi la cocain, nhung thoi thé thay doi
vi sit xudt hién ctia OxyContin. Thit khi &y khién
nguoi ta nghién rat nhanh, y ¢6 1a, bang. Khi cac
bac si khong con cung cap thit dy nita, cac con
nghién sé tim mua & dau duong x6 cho. Réi gia
tang lén, va ho nhan ra minh c6 thé phé véi liéu
cao tuong ty thé néu dung heroin, ma lai con ré
hon. Thé€la hg chuyén sang moén nay. Nguoi dan
ong ma chung ta chuan bi gép chuyén cung cip
thie d6.”
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“Nguoi dan 6ng da chét.”

Cd ta nhiu may. “Ding ngat 16i ¢6, nhéc.
Chau mudn biét va ¢6 dang k€& cho chau biét.”

Theo t6i nh¢, diéu duy nhat ma t6i mudn biét
la chiing t6i dang di dau, nhung t6i khong ndi ra.
Toi dang c6 to ra khong s¢ hai. Cling hoi hoi hiéu
qua, vi day van chi 1a Liz thdi ma, nhung thuc
tinh 1a khong hiéu qua 1dm, vi nguoi nay khong
con giéng vai Liz ma t6i quen biét nita.

“PDirng c6 phé cai mén ma may cung cap,
ngudi ta van hay néi thé, than chi ddy, nhung
sau khi Tia du6i ¢6 di, c6 thinh thoang ciing xai
mot chat. Chi d€ minh dirng chim sau vao u sau
thoi. Roi co bit dau tang tan suat. Sau mot thoi
gian, chau kho c6 thé dung tir thinh thoang nixa.
C6 xai thubc thuong xuyeén.”

“Me chau dudi ¢6 di vi ¢6 mang ma tiy vao
nha”, tdi néi. “Do 1a 16i caa ¢b.” CO 18 sé thong
minh hon néu gitt yén lang, nhung tdi khéng nhin
duoc. Viéc ¢b ta ¢8 d6 16i cho me vi tinh trang cta
minh hién nay khién téi lai cau tiét. Ma du th&
ndo thi cd ta cling chang dé tam.

“Nhung c6 sé ndi cho chau mét diéu, nha—
Jamie. C6 chua bao gio dung kim tiém.” C6 ta
ké vdi vé ty hao day ngang nguoc. “Chua mét
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[an. B&i néu chi hit, chau con dang ¢6 gitt minh.
Tiém d6 vao, va chau sé khong bao gio quay trd
lai dwgc nira.”

“C6 chay mau miii kia.” Chi la nho mot chat
mau xudng nhan trung, 6 gitta miii va moi trén.

“Vay sao? Cam on.” C5 lai quét mau bang got
ban tay, sau d6 nhin sang phia t6i mét gidy. “Co
lau hét chua?”

“Um. Gio thi nhin duong di a.”

“Pa rd, thua ngai Tai x&€ Ghé sau”, c6 ndi, va
trong mot khéc c ta gidng nhu Liz ctia ngay xua.
Diéu d6 khong khién tim toi tan v& hay gi, nhung
trai tim van bi bop nghet mot chit.

Chang t6i lai xe bang di. Puong phd vao
budi chiéu trong tudn khéng qua dong duc.
T6i nghi téi me. Gid nay me van & vin phong,
nhung me sé sdém vé nha. Ban dau me sé khong
lo lang dau. Nhung roi me sé hoi hoi lo. R6i me
s€ lo rat nhiéu.

“Chau c6 thé goi me khéng? Chdu sé khong
ndi la minh & dau, chi dé bao la chau on.”

“Pugc chi. Cir goi di.”

Toi lay dién thoai ra khoi tii va r6i né bién
mét ludn. C6 ta tém 14y cai may bang t8c dd ctia
mot con thin 13n bit bo. Trwde ca khi toi kip nhan
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thdy chuyén gi dang xay ra, c6 ta dd md clra s
phia minh va quang cai may ra dvong.
“Sao c0 lai lam thé?” T6i gao lén. “Dé la dién

'II

thoai cia chau ma

“Cb muimg vi chdu nhac cd nhé dén cai dién
thoai.” Chung t6i dang di theo mot tim bién dan
ra duong lién bang 87, thudc hé théng Thruway.
“Cb quén béng mat. Dau phai te dung ma nguoi
ta dung tir ‘phé&’ cho céi tht nay dau, chau hiéu
ma.” Co ta bat cuoi.

T61 dam vao vai ¢d ta. Cai xe lao chéch di, roi
binh thuong tré lai. Mot ai d6 bam coi inh 6i. Liz
liéc nhin t6i, va c6 ta khong con cuoi nita. Biéu
cam cua c0 ta gio c6 1€ cling gidng nhitng luc ¢
ndi cho bon t§i pham biét chung cé quyén han gi.
“Pénh c6 thém lan nita xem, Jamie, va c6 sé danh
lai dén mitc chau phai mita ra ddy. Chtia moi biét
dugc d6 6 phai la lan dau tién c6 mot ké ndn ge
ra con xe ghé nay hay khong.”

“Co6 dinh danh nhau véi chau trong khi lai
xe u?”

Giod thi nu cuoi da trd lai, moi ¢d ta tach ra chi
du d€16 mét chat rang. “Thir xem.”

Toi khong thir. Toi khong thir gi hét, ké ca
(trong trudng hop ban thac mic) hét goi cai sinh
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vat dang s6ng bén trong Therriault, du cho theo
ly thuyét thi né da nam dudi quyén sai bao cua
toi - huyt gi6 va may sé dén bén tao, anh ban, con
nhé chi¥? Sy that 12 - hin ta, hay 76 - con chua
tirng hién lén trong suy nghi cua toi. T6i da quén,
cting nhu viéc Liz quén khong thu dién thoai caa
t6i ngay tir dau, va toi tham chi con chang c6 mot
nhum thudc hit vao mii dé d6 16i. Du sao thi,
chéc tdi ciing sé khong lam vay. Ai ma biét dwoc
liéu né c6 thuc sy dén hay khong co chit? Va néu
né dén... o, toi sg Liz, nhung tbi con s¢ anh sang
chét chéc kia hon. Cdi chét, nhitng sy dién khing,
linh hon bi phd hiy, giao su da noi thé.

“Nghi di, nhdc. Néu chau goi va bao chau on
ca, chi la di choi mot chuyén voi ¢d ban cii Lizzy
Dutton cia me, chdu nghi rang chi &y sé chi néi
la ‘Puoc ma, Jamie, khdng sao hét, bao c6 &y mua
d6 an t6i cho con nhé’ u?”

To6i khong noi gi.

“Chi dy sé goi canh sat. Nhung dé khong
phai van dé 16n nhat. Pang ra c6 phai tong dién
thoai caa chau di ngay lap tic, vi chi dy c6 thé
theo ddu.”

T6i mo to mat. “Lam thé’qudi nao ma me theo

d&u duogc!”
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Liz gat dau, lai ceoi, mat huéng vé con duong
khi chiing t6i veot qua mot chiéc semi kéo theo
hai thung container. “Chij ay cai mét img dung
dinh vi vao chiéc dién thoai dau tién chj ay cho
chau, hoi chau muoi tudi. C6 la nguoi chi cho chi
dy cach gidu cai tng dung di, d& chau khong phat
hién ra va lam loan lén.”

“Chau c6 dién thoai mdi cach day hai nam
r6i”, t6i lam bam. Nhiing giot nudc dang cham
chich khée mét t6i, t6i khong biét vi sao nita. Toi
thay... tdi khong biét cai tir d6. Cho mét phut,
c6 18 t6i biét. Giang xé tdm can. D6 1a didu ma toi
dang cam thdy, gidng xé tAm can.

“Chau nghi la chi &y s€ khéng cai ttng dung
dy vao cai dién thoai méi ha?” Liz ném vao toi
mot diéu cuoi khac nghiét. “Chau dua day a?
Chau la nguoi than duy nhat cta chi dy, nhéc
a, dng hoang con ctia chi dy. Muoi nam nira ké
tir Idc nay thi chi &y sé& van theo d&u ch4u thdi,
khi chau da két hon va di thay bim cho dita con
dau long.”

“D0 ndi doi chét tiét”, t6i ndi, nhung toi chi
[am bam trong long.

Cb ta hit thém mot chat cai hon hop dac biét
cia minh khi chuing t6i ra khoi thanh phé, van 1a
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nhitng dong tac nhanh nhen thanh thuc, nhung
lan nay cai xe thdt sy chuéch choac mét chut, va
ching t6i lai bi ai d6 bdm coi phan nan. Toi nghi
tdi chuyén vai canh sat 6 lai xe ép bon t6i vao 1é
duong, va ban dau toi nghi thé cling t6t, vi diéu
d6 sé két thiic con 4c mong nay, nhung cling chua
chéc. Trong trang thai bi kich thich hién nay, Liz
0 1& sé ¢6 chay thoat khoi canh sat, va lam ca toi
1an c6 ta toi doi. Toi nghi téi ngudi dan ong &
Cong vién Trung tam. Guong mét va than trén
cua 6ng ta dugc che bén dudi tam ao khoac cta
mét nguoi nao ddy, dé€ nhiing nguoi qua duong
khong thé nhin thdy canh twong kinh khang,
nhung tdi thi van phai chimg kién.

Liz rang rd tro lai. “Chau sé la mot tham tir
s6 dzéach ddy, Jamie. V&i nang lyc cia minh, chdu
sé trd thanh siéu sao. Khong ké giét nguoi nao ¢
thé thoat khoi tay chau, vi chau cé thé néi chuyén
vOi nhitng nan nhan.”

Y twong &y that ra dd mét hai lan duoc t6i
nghi dén. James Conklin, tham t&r ctia nguoi chét.
Hodc c6 18 1a vi nguoi chét. Téi van chura xac dinh
duoc danh xung nao nghe hay hon.

“Du vay, khong phai & S0 Canh sat New
York”, co ta tiép tuc. “Déch mo bon khon day. Mé
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van phong tu di. C6 ¢6 thé hinh dung ra bang tén
ctia chau treo trén ctra.” C6 ta nhac nhanh hai ban
tay khoi v0 lang, nhu thé dinh hinh cai bang tén.

Lai bi bAm coi.

“Tap trung lai cai con xe khi gi6é nay di”, toi
noi, c6 khong dé 16 sy hoang hét. C6 1€ 1a khong
hiéu qua, vi t6i thdt sw hoang.

“Pung lo cho ¢6, nha v6 dich. Nhitng diéu ¢
da quén mat vé lai xe con nhiéu hon tat ca nhiing
gl chau c6 thé hoc.”

“C0 lai chdy mau mi kia”, toi néi.

Cd quét méau bang gét ban tay, roi chui 1én
ao len. Nhin la thdy khong phai [an dau tién lam
vay. “Vach ngan mii tiéu r6i”, cd ta noi. “Co sé
phai di chita. M6t khi khong dung d6 nita.”

Sau d6, ching tdi chang néi gi sudt mot
khoang thoi gian.
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thwéng cho minh thém mét nhium hon

hop déc biét nita. Dang ra 6 ta sé khién
toi phat sg, nhung gid thi bon nay vugt qua giai
doan d¢ roi.

“Chau c6 mudn biét vi sao chung ta lai toi
day khong? C6 va chdu, Holmes va Watson lai
cung nhau tién hanh mét cudc phiéu lwu nira?”

Toi sé khong dung tix phiéu liu cho viéc nay,
nhung t6i khdng néu y kién.

”Nhin mit chau 14 ¢6 hiéu chdu ching muén
biét. Ciing duoc thdi. Chuyén dai 1am, khong hay
ho gi mdy, nhung cd sé ké vén tat thé nay. Khong
mot dira tré nao lai bao, sau nay, khi 16n 1én, né
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mudn tré thanh mét ké vo tich su, mot trudng
khoa treeong dai hoc, hay mot tay cém ban. Hoéc
la thanh nguoi di nhat rac & quan Westchester, d6
la viéc ma anh ré ¢6 dang lam dao nay.”

C6 bat cuoi, du t6i khong hiéu nguoi thu gom
rac thi c6 gi dang cuoi.

“Sau day la mot chuyén c6 thé khién chau
hiing thi. Cb tiing van chuyén rat nhiéu ma tay
tir di€m A t6i diém B va duoc tra cong cho viéc
d6, nhung chd hang ma me chdu tim thay trong
tii do khoac ctia ¢6 héi ay thi lai 1a qua d€ ¢6 ting
ban. That mia mai nhi. Khi d6, mdy nguoi Noi
vu d3 dé mit t6i 6. Ho chwa chic chin, nhung
sap diéu tra ra dén noi roi. Co rat s¢ la Tee sé
lam 1§ chuyén. Pay 1a luc hop ly dé rut lui hoan
toan, nhung khi &y, c¢6 khong thé lam vay.” Co ta
ngung lai, “Hodc la ¢6 khong mudn rut. Nghi lai,
khé ma biét thé€ nao méi ding. Nhung chuyén
d6 lam ¢6 nghi t6i mot diéu ma Chet Atkins ting
noéi. Chau tirg nghe tdi Chet Atkins chuwa?”

Toi lac dau.

“Nhitng nguoi vi dai bi lang quén nhanh
lam sao. Nhé google tén 6ng dy khi quay vé day.
M0t tay ghita xudt chiing, ngang tam Clapton va
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Knopfler. Ong ta timng ké 1a ban than minh rat
kém khoan 1én day dan. ‘Dén thoi diém t6i nhan
ra minh la d6 vo tich syt & khia canh nay thi ti da
qua giau dé€ cé thé bo ngang.” Cling gidng voi su
nghiép nguoi van chuyén cua c6 day. Cho chau
bi€t moét chuyén nita nhé, vi ching ta ciing chi
dang giét thoi gian trén tuyén duong New York
Thruway cii k§ nay ma thoi. Chau nghi me minh
la nguoi duy nhat kho sé khi nén kinh t&€ chéng
gong vao nam 2008 ha? Khong dau. Co day cling
c6 mét danh muc dau tw c6 phiéu - ti ni thoi,
nhung la d6 chinh cht - va r6i né nd céi bup.”

C6 vuot qua mot chiéc semi kéo hai thung
container nita, cdn than bam den xin duong trude
khi ré sang bén rdi vong trd lai. Nghi dén luong
ma tiy ma cd ta da tiéu thu, t6i ngd ngang ludn.
Va cam thay biét on nita. To6i khong mudn o bén
c6 ta, nhung hon ca thé, t6i khéng mudn chét
cung coO ta.

“Nhung van dé chinh la chi Bess cta ¢6. Chi
ay cudi moét ga tirng lam viéc trong cong ty dau
twe lon. C6 1€ chau cling chua tirng nghe tén Bear
Stearns dau nhi, giéng nhu chua tirng nghe danh
Chet Atkins?”
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Toi khong biét nén gat dau hay lac dau, nén
chi ngdi yén mot cho.

“Danny - anh ré c6, nguoi hién gio la chuyén
gia quan ly rac - mdi chi la nhan vién cép thap
nhét & Bear vao luc cudi Bess, nhung anh ta c6
mot con duong sang sua phia truedc. Tuong lai
sang chéi dén ndi anh phai deo kinh ram, néu
nhw bao c6 muon hinh anh trong mat bai hat ct.
Ho mua mot ngdi nha & lang Tuckahoe. Phai vay
thé chap 16n, nhung t4t ca moi nguoi - bao géom
ca c6, that 1a c6 mat khong trong - déu dam bao
véi ho rang gia tri ciia bt dong san chi c6 thé
tang lén thoi. Giéng nhu thi truong chirng khoan
vay. Ho thué mét ngwoi nuede ngoai téi nha minh
0 dé trong con cho hg. Ho con mua thé thanh vién
o cau lac by dong qué nira. Ho 6 chi tiéu qua tay
khong? Cai dét, co. Bessie liéu cé coi khinh bay
muoi nghin d6 la it 6i ma c6 day kiém duoc trong
mot ndm khong? Chinh thé ludn. Nhung chau ¢
biét bd ¢d tirng noi gi khong?”

Lam sao ma chdu biét dwgc? Toi nghi.

“Ong &y bao a, néu con ¢ chay thoat khoi céi
bdéng ciia minh, con sé bi nga dap mét. Danny va
Bess dang ban téi chuyén lap mot cai bé boi thi

moi s nhanh chdéng sup d6. Bear Sterns chuyén
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dau tu vao chiing khoan thé chap, va ngay tic
khac, nhitng gidy to ma ho ndm giit chi con la
gidy theo dung nghia den.”

Cd ta van ca cdm vé chuyén nay khi ching
toi chay vuot qua tdm bién ghi NEW PALTZ
59, POUGHKEEPSIE 70 va RENFIELD 78. Con
khoang hon mét tiéng nira chung t6i téi diém
dich, va chi nghi vay thoi da khién t6i rung minh,
Diém déh cudi cung® 1la mot bd phim kinh di dam
mau ma t6i da xem cung ban. Chwa dén mirc nhw
LuGi ciwa*, nhung van kha 14 ac liét.

“Bear Stearns u? Bung la mét tro dua. Tuédn
nay, cO phiéu ctia bon ho dang dwoc ban ra véi
gia hon mot trdm bay muoi do la mét ¢f, sang
tuan tiép theo, chung duoc tau tan véi gia muoi
dong. JP Morgan Chase thu nhat hét dong nay.
Nhiing cong ty khac déu tim cach thoat than.
Nhitng ga & trén dinh thap da vuot qua song gio
On thoa, Itic nao ciling thé. Nhitng anh chang va ¢
nang nhd bé hon thi ching sudn sé duoc vay. Lén
YouTube di, Jamie, va chau c6 thé tim thdy clip
chiéu canh nguoi ta di ra khoi nhiing toa nha van
phong trang 1é ¢ trung tam thanh phg, va toan

4 Nguyén van: Final destination.
4 Nguyén van: Saw.
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bd sw nghiép ctia hg chi nam gon trong may cai
thung cac tong. Danny Miller la mét trong nhiing
nguoi ay. Sau thang sau khi gia nhap cau lac b
doéng qué Green Hills, anh ta lai chiéc xe tai gom
rac Greenwise. Ma anh ta da thudc nhéom nguoi
may man roi ddy. Con vé cin nha cua ho, chim
dudi nude. Chau c6 hiéu thé nghia la gi khong?”

béang ngac nhién la t6i lai biét. “Khoan thé
chdp ho ng con nhiéu hon gia tri ngdi nha.”

“A cong, nha... Jamie. Hoc gidéi nhat 16p
luén. Nhung d6 la tai san duy nhat ho sé hitu,
chua ké né con la mét noi d€ Bess, Danny va dua
chau Francine cta ¢6 cé thé nga dau ma khong
bi wdt mua vao budi dém. Bess k€ la c6 nhitng
nguoi ban cua chi ay con phai ngu trong nha xe
di dong. Chau nghi 1a ai da ho trg tién d€ ho c6
thé€ ti€p tuc sdng trong ngdi nha t& chang bon
phong ngu d6 ha?”

“Chau doan la c6.”

“Chinh xac. Bess khong con coi khinh thu
nhap bay muoi nghin bang mot ndm cta co nira,
cO cd thé khéng dinh vdi chau thé. Nhung liéu
0 co6 thé lam hét moi viéc chi nho vao tién luong
khong, ngay ca khi tinh hét nhitng lic 1am thém
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gio ma cd da tranh tha duwoc? Khong thé nao.
Nhung c6 con di lam ban thoi gian ¢ vai cau lac
bo & vi tri bao vé nira. Van khong thé du. Du vay,
c6 da gdp duoc nguoi nay nguoi kia ¢ dé, tao
1ap cac méi quan hé va duoc ho goi y vai cach
kiém tién. C6 nhitng nganh kinh doanh mién
nhiém trude suy thoai. Bén dich vu tang 1& ludn
song on. Nhiing cong ty chuyén di mua lai tai san
va nhitng bén bao lanh tai ngoai. Cac cira hang
rugu bia. Va budn ban chét kich thich. Ly do
la vi, bat ké day la thoi t6t dep hay thoi té mat,
nguoi ta van mudén dugc phé. Pugc thoi, ¢6 thich
nhitng thit xinh xéo. Khong cam thay c6 16i vé
chuyén d6. Nhiing mon d6 xinh xéo la nguoén an
ui cuia ¢d, va ¢6 thdy minh xing dang c6 chung.
C6 dang giup gia dinh chi gai minh c¢é dugc mot
mai nha, sau bao nhiéu nam chij ta coi khinh ¢6 vi
chi &y xinh hon, thong minh hon, di hoc tai mét
treong dai hoc dung nghia chit khong phai hoc ¢
mot treong cdng dong. Va di nhién, chi dy 1a gdi
thing.” Liz gan nhu gir giong & cAu ndi cudi ciing.

“Piéu gi da xay ra?” Toi héi. “Vi sao co lai
mat viéc?”

“Bén Noi vu bat ngo bat ¢d di kiém tra nuwdc
tidu, chédng cé chudn bi gi. Khong phai 1a bon ddy
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chua tirng biét gi, chi la chura thé tdng c6 di ngay
lap tirc, sau khi c6 gop cong trong vu Therriault.
Thé thi khong dep mit 1dm. Thé 1a bon né cho
thém, c6 thdy thé cling thong minh, roi bon no
cho c6 sap bay - it ra thi bon né nghi thé, bon nd
¢S ép c6 ddi phe. Bat c6 chi diém va lam nhiing
tro gidng nhu cai phim Serpico ciia no. Nhung cé
mot cau ndi khdc day, du khong phai bd c6 day:
nhitng dira chi di€m cudi cung sé bi quang xudng
bién. Va bon né khong biét 1a ¢6 van con mot 14
bai tay.”

“La bai nao co?” Ban ¢ thé nghi t6i 1a mot dia
ngu néu mudn, nhung day la cau hoi thuc long.

“Chau ddy, Jamie. Chau la 1a bai tay cta co.
Va ngay tir vu Therriault, c6 da biét sé c6 lac

minh phai dung tdi 14 bai nay.”

-337 -
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Renfield, noi nay han phai ¢ rat déng

inh vién dai hoc, dwa theo sw xuét

hién ctia nhiéu quan bar, hiéu sich va nhiing
quan d6 an nhanh chi trén mét con phd chinh.
Sau d6, ching tdi di vé hudéng tay va bét dau
hudng téi Catskills. Sau khoang ba dam, chiung
toi di t&i mot khu vuc chuyén d€ cam trai, c6 thé
nhin ra séng Wallkill. Liz t&p xe vao [é duong, tat
may. Chuing t6i la nhitng nguoi duy nhét ¢ day.
Co ta lay ra céi 1o nho dung hon hgp dac biét cta
minh, trong ¢6 vé nhu dinh mé nép, roi lai cat no
di. Cai 4o duffle cta c6 dang mo phanh ra va t6i
nhin thdy nhitng vét mau da kho trén cai do len.
T6i nghi lai 16 ¢ ta, réng cai vach ngén mii da
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tiéu roi. Luong bot ma co ta hit vao da va dang an
mon da thit, hinh dung d6é con kinh khing hon
bat ky tap phim Diém dén cudi cung hay Ludi cua
nao, vi do la chuyén that.

“Pa dén lic ndi cho chau biét vi sao ¢b lai
mang chau téi day, nhoc. Chau can phai du dugc
diéu gi co thé xay ra, va c6 ky vong diéu gi &
chau. C6 khong nghi khi chia tay ching ta sé con
1a ban, nhung ¢ lé chiing ta c6 thé duong ai nay
di mot cach kha ém dep.”

Chdu ngo la chuyén dy sé khong xay ra, lai mot
suy nghi khac ma t6i khong thét ra.

“Néu chau mudn biét cai nganh ma tiy nay
van hanh nhw thé nao, hdy xem Duwong ddy tgi
pham. B6i canh & Baltimore chit khong phai New
York, nhung moi sy cling khong khacbiét may du
c6 thay d6i dia di€m. N6 ¢ m6 hinh kim tu thap,
gidng nhu moi t8 chikc 1dm tién khac. Nhitng dira
choai choai ban thudc noi dau dudng x6 chg nam
¢ ddy, va hau hét bon noé la tré con, nén khi bi
com tém, bon né chi bi xtt theo luat ap cho nguoi
vi thanh nién. Hom nay 1én toa an gia dinh, ngay
mai lai tré vé géc phd. Roi tiép ddy la nhitng ké
giao dich giau kinh nghiém hon, d¢i nay chuyén
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phuc vu cac cau lac bd - ¢6 duoc tuyén vao & day
- va nhitng con méo béo tiét kiém tién bang cach
mua s lugng 16n.”

Co bat cuoi, va toi cing khong hiéu chuyén
nay c6 gi dang cuoi.

“Lén cao hon chut nita va ta sé dén vdi nhitng
nguoi cung cdp, nhitng nguwoi diéu hanh cap
thap cé nhiém vu dam bao moi thit van hanh troi
chay, nhitng k€ toan vién, nhitng luat su, va sau
dé la nhitng ga chép bu. C6 phan 16p rd rang, co
ban la vay. Nhitng nguoi ¢ day thap biét keé trirc
ti€p ding trén minh 14 ai, nhung ho chi biét dén
vay thoi. Nhitng nguoi & khoang gitra biét tat ca
nhitng ca nhan & cac tang thap hon minh, nhung
lai chi biét nguoi ¢ ngay trén dau minh. C6 thi
khac. Nam ngoai kim tu thdp. Nam ngoai, hirm,
hé thdng cap bac.”

Vi ¢6 1a nguoi van chuyén. Gidng nhu trong
cdi phim cd Jason Statham.”

“Gan nhur thé. Nguoi van chuyén dang ra chi
biét ding hai nguoi théi, nguedi ma ho nhan d6 &
diém A va nguoi ma ho chuyén do6 t6i ¢ di€ém B.
Nhitng nguoi ¢ diém B la nhitng tay phan phoi
lau ndm, hoi nay chuyén thudc xudng cac cap
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thdp hon trong kim ty thap dé tdi diém dén cudi
cung, nhitng nguoi st dung.”

biém dén cudi cung. Cai tir nay lai xuat hién.

”Vi la canh sat - ban, nhung van 12 canh sat -
nén cd tap trung d€'y, hiéu khong? C6 khong hai
nhiéu diéu, lam thé thi nguy hiém, nhung cb ling
nghe. Hon nita, ¢d ¢6 - ting co, sao cling dwoc -
kha nédng tiép can dit liéu cua S& Canh sat New
York va Luc lwgng Phong chdng Ma tuy. Khong
kho dé theo vét kim ty thap lén tdi tan dinh. Co
1€ ¢6 khoang hon chuc nguoi, dang nhap khau
ba loai ma tuy chinh vao dia phan New York va
New England, nhung ké ma c¢6 c6 lién quan thi
song ¢ ngay Renfield nay. Ting s6ng, cO nén noi
vay. Tén han la Donald Marsden, va khi han gt
di thong tin thué, han da ghi ldp trinh vién la nghe
cli ciia minh, con tinh trang nghé nghiép hién tai
1a nghi hweu. Ké nay nghi hwu r6i, duoc thoi.”

Tirng song, co nén ndi vdy. Nghi huru.

Lai gi6ng Kenneth Therriault.

“Cau nhoéc da hiéu qua tinh hinh r6i ddy”,
Liz néi. “Tuyét voi. Cé phién khong néu c6 hit
thuSc? C6 khong nén hit thém bdt nita ching

nao vu nay chua xong. Sau d6 c6 sé theong cho
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minh mot lwong gdp do6i. Cho huyét ap cham
vach d6 luon.”

C6 ta khong doi t6i dong y, cit thé ma cham
thudc. Nhung it ra ¢6 ciing ha ctra s6 bén minh
xudng d€ nha khéi ra ngoai. Bay ra gan hét,
kiéu thé.

“Nhitng cOng sy - bing nhom - ciia Donnie
Marsden goi hén 1a Donnie By, cling c6 1y do ca.
Han ta la mot ga béo i. Nang phai d6 hai tram ky
16. Hin ta tw chudc hoa vao than théi, va hoa up
xudng vao ngay hom qua. Xudt huyét ndo. Nao
v& tung ra ma chang can phai c6 khau sting nao.”

C6 ta hit mét hoi that sau va thoi khéi ra ngoai
ctra s8. Anh sang ban ngay van ruc r& nhung
nhitng cai bong bat dau dai ra rdi. Chang bao lau
nita, anh sang sé t6i dan di.

“Mot tuan trude khi ga bi dot quy, ¢6 nhan
dwoc thong tin tir hai nguoi quen cii - nhitng ga
& diém B ma c6 van giit giao hao. D6 la Donnie
da nhan duoc mot buu kién tir Trung Qudc. Mot
buu kién khéng 16, bon ho ndi thé. Khdng phai
bot, ma la thuSc vién. D6 nhai OxyContin, mét
lugng 16n danh cho ca nhan Donnie By. Co 1€ 1a
mot kiéu phan thudong. Du sao thi cling la suy
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luan caa co thoi, vi thuc ra khong ton tai dinh caa
kim tw thdp, Jamie a. Ngay ca dng chu ciing van
c6 nhitng 6ng chu cua riéng minh.”

biéu nay lam t6i nghi dén mot cdu ma me
va bac Harry thinh thoang van noéi. Ho hoc duoe
cau ay tir hoi con nho, t6i doan vay, va bac Harry
van nhd né du cho moi thit quan trong khéc da
bay bién hét roi. Bg chét to bi bo chét nhd trén lung
minh cin, trén lung bo chét nhd lai la bo chét nhé hon,
va cit thé'cir thé cir the’mai. Toi nghi minh ciing sé
day con cai minh cau nay. Ddy la néu nhu t6i c6
thé ¢6 con.

“Thudc vién, Jamie! Thudc vién!” Co ta thot
lén bang mot giong mé man, hét sitc ghé ron.
“Dé dang van chuyén va ban di cling dé hon!
Khdng 16 c6 thé la hai hodc ba nghin, hoiac la
mudi nghin. Va Rico - mot ga ¢ diém B - néi rang
chung c¢é gia bon chuc. Chau c6 bié€t bon chuc,
khi dugc ban 1€ ¢ cac goc phd, thi la bao nhiéu
khong? Thoéi bé di, c6 biét thira 1a chau khong
biét. Tam muoi mét vién. Va khong lo phai va
md héi chay trén vdi heroin cdt trong may cdi tui
nylon dung rac, 6 ¢6 thé dung nhitng thit nay
chi trong mét céi vali.”
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Khéi treeon ra ngoai qua hai bo méi cua c0 ta,
va ¢6 nhin no tréi vé lan can bao vé ven duong, cd
mot tdm bién dé chit TRANH XA RIA DUONG.

“Chtng ta sé di ldy chd thudc do, Jamie.
Chau sé tim hiéu xem han ta cdt thudc & dau.
Nhitng ga c6 quen dé nghi c6 cho bon ho tham
gia, néu nhu ¢6 c6 manh méi gi vé chd hang, va
di nhién la c6 da dong y, nhung day la thuvong
vu cua riéng cd. Bén canh do, ¢é thé khong co téi
mudi nghin vién. C6 thé chi 1a tam nghin thoi.
Hoac la tam tram.”

Cd ngudc dau 1én, roi lic dau. Nhu thé dang
tranh luan véi chinh minh.

“Sé& ¢ khoang vai nghin vién. ft nhat 1a vai
nghin vién, nhat dinh. C6 thé nhiéu hon. Pay la
phén thudong danh cho Donnie vi da hoan thanh
tot viéc cung cap cho nhém khach hang ¢ New
York. Nhung néu chau chia thudc ra, s6 tién sé
khong dang k€ nita, ma c6 day thi khong ngu.
Gép rac r8i véi ma ty mot ti, nhung diéu d6
khong bién ¢6 thanh mét dira ngu. Chau co biét
c6 sé lam g1 khong, Jamie?”

Toi lac dau.
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“Chuyén t6i bo Tay. Mai mai bién mat khoi
cai vung nay cta thé gidi. Quan a0 mdi, téc mdi,
mot t6i moi. C6 sé kiém ra ai day lam moi gidi d€
giao dich Oxy. Co c6 thé khong c¢6 dugce tam chuc
mot vién, nhung ¢o van sé thu vé rat nhiéu, vi
Oxy van duoc coi nhu tiéu chuén, 1a vang, va d6
Trung Qudc thi van ngon lanh nhu d6 xin théi.
Sau do6 co sé khoac lén minh mot danh phan mai
dep dé, cho khdp véi bd téc mdi va quan ao mdi.
Co6 sé dang ky cai nghién va sach sé thoat khoi
ma tiy. Tim mét cong viée, ¢ 16 1a mot kiéu viée
gitp cd bu ddp cho qua khit. Dan Cong gido goi
thé'la chudc toi. Chau thay thé nao?”

Mo twong hdo huyén, toi nghi.

Suy nghi d6 han da hién trén mit t6i, vi nu
cuoi vui vé ctia ¢o ta chgt dong cing lai. “Chau
khong nghi thé€ chit gi? Pugc thoi. C¢ nhin ¢
ma xem.”

“Chau khong mudn doi theo c6”, t6i ndi.
“Ch&u mudn bién that xa khoi ¢d.”

C6 ta gio mot tay 1én va t6i rum lai vao ghé,
nghi ring ¢ ta dinh cho t6i mot va, nhung cb
ta chi tho dai va lai 14y tay quét mii. “Sao ma
0 trach chau vi nghi thé duoc? Ta ct hién thyc
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hoa diéu d6 di. Chting ta sé lai téi nha han - cin
cudi cung trén duong Renfield, xung quanh hiu
quanh - va chau sé hoi han xem déng thudc ay
dang nam & dau. C6 doan la & trong két riéng ctia
han. Néu dung vay thi chdu héi hin cdch mé két.
Han ta s& phai néi cho chéu, vi nguoi chét khong
thé noi d6i.”

“Chau khong chic chin duoc”, t6i ndi, cau
ndi dSi nay ching to tdi van dang sdng. “Dau
phai chau tirng dat cau hdéi cho hang tram nguroi
chét dau. Chau gan nhu con chang hé néi chuyén
v0oi ho. Tai sao chdu phai ndi chuyén kia chit? Ho
chét roi ma.”

“Nhung Therriault da néi cho chau qua bom
& dau, dir cho hin khéng mudn néi.”

Toi khong thé cdi lai dwgc, nhung van con
mot kha nang nita. “Néu ga d6 khdng & nha han
thi sao? Né&u hin & bén xac minh thi sao? Hoac la,
chau khong biét nira, 1& dau han di tham bs me
hin ¢ Florida. C6 thé 1a mot khi chét rdi, bon ho
6 thé& dich chuyén tic thoi téi bat cir dau.”

Toi da nghi nhitng diéu dy c6 thé khién ¢o ta
dao déng, nhung trong cd chang nan long chit nao.
“Thomas da ¢ nha ctia 6ng ta ma, khong phai sao?”
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“Diéu d6 khong c6 nghia 1a #it cd bon ho déu
vay, Liz!”

“Cd kha chéc 12 Marsden ciing s& nhu thé.”
Giong 6 ta rat chéc chin. Cb ta khong hiéu rang
nhitng ngwoi chét rdt kho doan dinh. “Hanh dong
thoi. Roi ¢6 sé dap ung nguyén wdc tha thiét nhat
cua chau. Chau sé khong bao gio phai nhin thdy
0 nira.”

Cd ndi cau nay bang mot diéu bd budn ba,
nhuw 14 t61 phai thay xo6t thuong cho ¢d véy, nhung
khong c6 chuyén dé nhé. Cam gidc duy nhéat ma

toi co vdi ¢o ta la so hai.
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on duong hudng 1én cao dan theo mot
loat khiic cua hinh chix S. Ban dau, c6
Ot vai ng6i nha va hop thu ¢ bén
duwong, nhung ching ngay cang cich xa nhau
hon. Céay c6i dan xuat hién phiéu hon, nhiing
chiéc bong cay dan vao nhau, khién ta cam giac
nhu gio gidc da kha mudn, nhung thyc t& thi
khong phai vay.
“Chau nghi trén doi c6 bao nhiéu?”, Liz hoi.
IIHé?II
“Nhitng nguoi nhue chau. Nhitng nguoi co
thé nhin thdy nguoi chét.”
“Lam sao chau biét duoc.”

“Chau chua bao gio gdp ai khac a?”
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“Chua tirng, nhung chuyén khé ma dién ra
theo cach co6 bao. Bét chuyén nhau theo kiéuy,
‘Nay, cau c6 nhin thdy nguoi chét khéng?”

“Co ciling khong nghi diéu 4y kha thi. Ma rd
la chau khong k€ thita kha nédng nay tir me minh
roi.” Co ta ct nhit dang néi vé mau mat t6i hay
mai tdc xodn cua toi vay. “Con bd chau thi sao?”

“Chau khong biét ong 4y la ai. Hay ting la ai.
Sao ciing dugc.” Nhéc téi bd khién tdi bon chdn,
o 1€ vi me tdi tir chdi ké vé ong.

“Chau chua bao gio hoi a?”

“Chau ttng hoi chit. Me khong tra loi.”
Toi xoay nguoi trén ghé dé€ nhin vao co ta. “Me
khéng bao gio ké gi vé chuyén d6... vé dng dy ...
cho cd a?”

“C06 da hoi va nhan duwoc cau tra 1oi nhu chau
da nhan dugc. Kin nhue bung. Khéng giéng kiéu
cua Tee chat nao.”

Gio thi nhiéu doan ré hon, duong hep hon.
Dong Wallkill da ¢ xa bén dwdi chung tdi, 1ap
lanh trong anh ning chiéu mudn. Hoéc 6 18 da la
dau gio t6i. Toi d€ dong ho cua minh trén cdi tu
dau givong & nha, va dong ho trén tap 16 thi bao
tam gio muoi lam phut, hét stc sai trai. Trong
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lac do, chat luong caa con duong ciing kém dan
di, chiéc xe cua Liz luc khuc lan trén nhitng khtc
va duong 16n nhon va huynh huych vuot qua
nhitng 6 ga.

“Cé 18 chi &y say dén ndi chang nhd gi. Hodc
la chi ay bi hiép.” Khong mét suy nghi nao trong
hai diéu nay tirng thoang qua tam tri t6i, va toi
giat nay lén. “Dung s6c thé. C6 chi dang doan
thoi. Ma chau da dua 16n dé€ suy xét xem me chau
da phai trai qua nhitng gi.”

Toi khong to tiéng cai lai ¢ ta, nhung cai
tham trong dau thi co. Thuec té la, tdi thiy co ta
ndi nang hét stec dd hoi tam xam. Liéu ban c6 bao
gio du lon dé suy xét xem, phai ching doi ban 1a
két qua ctia mot cudc lam tinh trén bang ghé 6 to
cua nguoi la, ma nguoi tham gia thi mé man, bat
tinh nhan suw? Hoac réng me cua ban bi kéo vao
mot con hém va bi hiép? Toi that long khong nghi
ban c6 thé du 16n cho nhitng chuyén nhw vay.

“Co lé tai ndng nay dén tir 6ng bd gia than
yéu ctia chau. That tiéc la chau ching thé hoi han
ong ta.”

Toi nghi t6i cling chang héi han gi di1 ¢6 tinh
co gdp duoc cai ga do. Co 1é toi sé chi ddm vao
mdm hin mét qua.
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“Mait khac, cling c6 thé nang lyc dy dén tir
thinh khong. C6 16n 1én & mot thi tran nho thudc
New Jersey, va c6 gia dinh nay cach nha ¢ mot
con phg, gia dinh Jones. Vg, chong, va nam dua
tré song trong mot cai nha xe di dong bé ti, xap
xé. C3p vo chong 8y la d6 ddu dat va bén dika con
ho cling vay. Nhung dta thit ndm 1a moét thién
tai. Ty hoc ghita khi sau tudi, nhay céc hai 16p,
muoi hai tudi da hoc cdp ba. Diéu d6 dén tir dau
kia ch? Chau thtr n6i c6 xem.”

“Cé 1€ ba Jones da quan hé vdi tay buu ta”, toi
noi. Toi hoe dugce cau nay 6 truong. Liz bat cuoi.

“Chau vui tinh qua thé, Jamie a. C6 wdc gi
minh van c6 thé 1a ban.”

“Thé thi c6 dang ra phai hanh x* nhw mét

nguoi ban”, toi dap.
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oan duwong nhya d6t ngot két thuc,

nhung con duong dat sau dé hoa ra

lai dé di hon: dat dugc nén chit, ¢ rai
d4u va bang phing. C6 mot tAm bién 16n mau da
cam ghi chit DUONG TU NHAN, CAM VAOQ.

“Néu c6 nguoi khac o day thi sao?”, t6i hoi.
“Kiéu nhu bao vé dy?”

“Néu c6 thi bon day ciling phai canh gac cai
xac. Nhung cai xac da duoc chuyén di r6i, va cai
ga duoc thué dé canh cong cling sé khong & day
nita. Chang con ai, ngoai trir ngudi lam vuon va
quan gia. Néu chau dang tudng twong dén mot
canh phim hanh doéng voi nhitng ga dan 6ng mac
com lé den, deo kinh rdm va cam sang ban tw
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ddng bao quanh sép 16n, thi quén di nhé. Ga canh
cdng la nguoi duy nhat c¢é vii khi, va ké ca néu
Teddy van & day thi hén ta biét cd.”

“Con vo ctia Ong Marsden thi sao?”

“Khong c6 vo. Ba tabd di ndm nam trudc roi.”
Liz bung ngén tay. “Cudn theo chiéu gid. Bup.”

Chuing t6i men theo mét khuc cua nita. Qua
nui rgp bong cay, véi nhirtng hang linh sam vuon
ra trude, che khuat mot nita bau troi phia tay.
Tia ndng mit troi xuyén qua khe ntii s& sém bién
mat. Trudc mat ching toi 1a mot canh cdng lam
tir nhitng cay coc sit. Déng kin. C6 hé thdng lién
lac ni bd va bang bam s & mot bén cong. O phia
bén kia, déng sau cOng, la mot can nha nho, cd 1€
la noi nguoi gac cong giét thoi gian.

Liz ditng lai, tdt may va tha chia khoa vao ti.
“Ngoi yén day, Jamie. Chuyén s€ xong xudi truedc
khi chau kip dé'y.”

Ma c6 ta hong lén va déi mat c6 sang réd.
Mot dong méau nhé chay xudng tir miii ¢o ta va
c6 lién quét di. C6 budc ra ngoai va di téi chd
dat bd lién lac, nhung ctra s6 xe dang dong nén
t6i khéng nghe dugc cd ta néi gi. Roi cd budc
dén chd & cua ngudi gac cong, va lan nay tdi cé

-353 -



SAU NAY

thé'nghe, vi c6 cao giong goi: “Teddy? Anh c6 &
d6 khong? Liz ban anh day. Toi muén tdi chia
budn, t6 long thanh kinh, nhung t6i can biét la
minh phai di dau!”

Khong c6 ai tra 10i va cling khong ¢4 ai di ra.
Liz quay trd lai phia bén kia ctia canh c6ng. Co rat
ra mot mau gidy tir cai tti sau quan, nghién cttu
no, roi bdm vai nut vao cai bang s6. Canh c6ng
cham rai lan mad. C6 quay trd lai xe, mim cuoi. “Co
vé ching ta thau nguyén ca noi nay roi, Jamie.”

C6 lai xe di vao. Con duwong tién vao bén trong
dugce rai nhwa, muwot nhwe mat kinh. Lai ¢6 mot
khac quanh hinh chit S, va khi Liz di qua, nhitng
ngon dén dién bat sang hai bén dudng. Sau nay
toi biét dugc rang, kiéu dén nhu vay duoc goi 1a
den dang dudc, flambeaux. Hodc la nguoi ta chi
dung tir nay cho nhitng ngon dudc trong phim
Frankenstein thoi xua, khi dong nguoi i luot kéo
toi 1au dai.

“DPep ghé”, toi noi.

“U, nhumg dé'y tim céi thir chét tiét kia di, Jamie!”

O phia bén kia ctia khiac quanh chit S, ngoi
nha ctia Marsden hién ra trong tam mat. N6 giéng

nhue mot biét thy Hollywood Hills ma ban van
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thdy trong phim: to 16n va dua ra trudc. Mat déi
dién vo6i ching toi toan la kinh. Toi twdng twong
ra canh Marsden nham nhi ca phé sang va ngam
mit troi moc. Toi c4 1a han ta c6 thé phéng mat
téi tan Poughkeepsie, tham chi la xa hon nia.
Nhung nghi lai... view nhin ra Poughkeepsie dy
ha? Ciing khong dang 13m.

“Ngoi nha duoc xay tir heroin.” Liz ac nghiét
ndi. “Cé da thtr mau me phu phiém, trong gara
con c6 Mercedes va Boxster nita. Nhitng thu
khién c¢6 day mat viéc.”

T6i dinh néi 1a, ¢c6 duoc quyén lwa chon ma, me
van bao t6i thé mdi khi tdi gay ra 16i gi d6, nhung
toi r6t cudc van im miéng. Cd ta dang kich dong
nhu mot qua bom caa Thumper, va téi khong
mudn lam ¢ ta phat né.

Con mét khtc quanh nita la chang t6i dén
khoang san lat gach tredcngoi nha. Liz 1ai xe tdi, va
t6i nhin thdy mét nguoi dan 6ng 6 phia truede nha
d€ xe rong rai - noi d€ nhitng chiéc xe sang trong
ctia Marsden (ro la nguoi ta khong dua Donnie By
toi nha xac trén con Boxster). Toi dinh mé miéng
néi, d6 chac 1a Teddy, ngudi gac cong - tay nay
gay, vay nén chic chan khong phai Marsden roi -
nhung roi t0i thdy mom ga ta da bién mat.
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“Chiéc Boxster 0 trong d6 a?” To6i hoi, hy
vong giong néi clia minh van twong d6i binh
thuong. Toi chi vé gara va nguoi dan 6ng dang
ding trudc no.

Cb ta nhin. “U, nhung néu chau hy vong duoc
1én cai xe ay di mét chuyén, hodc 1a chi nhin né
mot cai thoéi, thi chau phai that vong vay. Chung
ta phai tap trung vao viéc.”

C6 ta khong nhin thay ga. Chi tdi mdi thay.
Vi cai 16 mau d6 & noi dang ra phai 1a mom kia,
han ga ta khdng chét mot cach ty nhién.

Nhu t6i da bao, day la mot cau chuyén kinh di.
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iz tat may va budc ra ngoai. C6 ta thdy

t6i van ngdi trén ghé, chan cam chat

xudng san, bao quanh 1a mét mé vo bao

d6 an vat. Co lay manh t6i. “Di nao, Jamie. Dén

ltc lam viéc ctia chau roi. Sau d6 chau sé tw do.”

Toi ra khoi xe va theo c6 ta budc tdi ctra chinh.

Trén duong di, t6i trom li€c nhin ga dan 6ng

diing triedc gara mot lan nita. Han la ga biét toi

dang nhin g3, vi han gio mot tay 1én. Toi kiém tra

d€ chac rang Liz dang khong nhin t6i, rdi méi gio
tay 1én dap tra.

Nhitng bac thang mau xam dam dan téi mot

canh ctra gb cao v6i btia gd c6 hinh dau su ti. Liz
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khong d€ tam, chi 18y ra mot mau gidy tur tai va
lai bam vai nut vao bang bam s6. Cai dén mau do
trén bang s6 chuyén sang mau xanh luc va mot
tiéng thich vang lén khi canh ctra dugc mo khoa.

Lé nao Marsden lai cho mot ké van chuyén
cap thap biét dugc nhitng ma s6 nay? Toi khong
nghi vay, va t6i ciing khong nghi ké nao d6 béo
cho ¢ ta thong tin vé chd thudc vién lai biét ma.
Toi thdy khong on khi ¢ ta c6 ma, va day la lan
dau tién t6i nghi t6i Therriault... hodc cai thi
hién dang séng trong phan con lai ctia hén ta. Toi
da khuat phuc thi¢ &y trong nghi 18 Chiid, va c6 1&
nd sé dén khi t6i goi, toi ludn cho la né phai ton
trong giao wdc gitra ching t6i. Nhung gia dinh &y
van chura duwgc chiing minh. Téi chi ¢6 thé coi d6
la bién phdp cudi cuing ctia minh, du cho chuyén
gl Xay ra, vi toi rat sg no.

“Di vao di.” Liz da c&t mdu gidy trd lai tai
quan sau, va ban tay timg cam giay gio duoc dut
vao tai ao duffle. T6i lai li€c nhin ga kia - Teddy,
toi cho 1a vay - ga van dang ding bén nha xe. Toi
nhin vao cdi 16 mau me tirng 13 mdm cta ga va
nghi téi vét mau trén ao len cua Liz. C6 1€ 46 la
mau khi cd ta quét mai.

Hodc khong.
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”Cd bao la di vao di.” Khong phai mot 101 moi.

Téi mo cira. Khong c6 sanh, chi la mot can
phong chinh, khong 16. Giita phong la mét khu
vire dwoc lam thap xuéng, voi ndi thét la di vang
va nhitng chiéc ghé don. Sau nay, t6i phdt hién
ra kiéu khong gian 8y dugc goi la “vung 16m dé
tro chuyén®”. C6 nhiing cai ghé tréng c6 vé dat
tién khac duoc ddt xung quanh (c6 1€ d€ nguoi
ta c6 thé ngdi xem cudc ddi thoai dang dién ra
bén dwdi), mot quay bar trong nhu duwgc dat trén
cac banh xe, va con c¢6 vai thit dwoc treo trén
twong. Toi dung tir vai thik vi t0i thady né khong
giéng tranh vé, ma chi la may cai vdy mau va
vai nét quet nguéch ngoac, nhung mdy vdy mau
nay duwoc déng khung, nén t6i doan trong mat
Marsden thi dd la tranh vé. C6 mét chiéc den
trum treo phia trén viing 16m, trébng né phai nang
cd hai tram can la it nhéat, va t6i khéng mudn phai
ngoi bén dudi né. Phia bén kia vung 16m, & goc
xa xa cta can phong, 1a mét chiéc cau thang d6i
hoanh trang. Chiéc cau thang duy nhat hoi hoi
giong thé ma t6i tirng thdy trong doi thuc, khong
tinh phim anh hay ti vi, la chiéc cau thang & cira
hang Apple trén Dai 16 Nam.

“Nguyén van: conversation pit.
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“Cai § nay ciing ra gi ddy, phai khong?”, Liz
noi. Co ta dong ctra lai - THICH - va dap manh
g6t ban tay minh vao chd cong tic den sau cira.
Nhiéu ngon dudc sang lén, ca cai den chum ciing
sang. Deén rat dep va tda ra anh sang ciling rat
dep, nhung t6i khong c6 tam trang dau ma chiem
ngudng. Téi ngay cang chéc chan hon rang Liz da
titng dén day, va da ban Teddy truedc khi c6 ta téi
tom toi di.

Cd ta sé khong phdi bin minh néu c6 ta khong biét
la minh dd nhin thdy g4, toi ty nhu, va du suy nghi
nay kha hop ly, tdi biét 1a minh khong thé tin vao
logic d€ vugt qua vu nay. Co ta dang phé, bdc 1én
tan may xanh nhit mét canh diéu, rung ban bat.
T6i lai nghi téi nhitng qua bom ctia Therriault.

“C6 khong hoi chau”, t6i ndi.

“Hoi chau cai gi?”

“La hén ta c6 & day khong.”

“O thi, hdn c6 & day khéng?” Ching co chit
quan tam nao trong cau thic méc nay cua co ta,
chi @€ hoi cho cé 1é. Sao lai thé?

“Khong ¢é”, toi noi.

Cb ta khong c6 vé bon chon nhu lic ching toi
san lung Therriault. “Hay kiém tra tang hai. Co 1€
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han ta & trong phong ngt chinh, 6n lai nhitng ky
niém t6t dep ma han tirng c6 v6i mdy con diém &
d6. Nhiéu a da dén sau khi Madeline bé di. Cé 1é
trudc ddy ciing thé.”

“Chéu khong mudn 1én trén.”

“Sao lai khong? Noi nay dau co bi dm, Jamie.”

“Né chinh 12 mét noi bi 4m, néu hén ta &
trén tang.”

Cb ta nghi mot chat, roi bat cuoi. Ban tay co
ta van duat bén trong tdi 4o khoéc. “Co thdy chau
ciing c6 1y, nhung ta dang tim han ma, nén di 1én
thoi. Andale, dndale.*”

Toi chi tay vé phia bén phai cdn phong 16n, c6
mot hanh lang dan ra khu vuce khac. “Hén ta c6
thé & trong bép.”

“Dé tim d6 &n vt a? Cb khong nghi thé dau.
Cb nghi han 6 ting trén. Di thoi.”

Toi dinh tranh luan thém, hodcla théng thirng
ttr chdi, nhung cd ta ¢6 thé rut tay ra khoi tii va
toi da gan nhu doan dwoc bén trong tii la thi gi
roi. Thé nén t6i bat dau leo 1én phia cau thang bén
phai. Cau thang cé mot 16p chan bang kinh mo
mau xanh 14, trdong mat mat. Nhitng bac thang

* Tiéng Mexico, nghia |a: mau [én.
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duoc lam tir da cling mau xanh lyc. C6 tong cOng
bén muoi bay bac thang, t6i dém, va moi bac
thang ¢4 I& gia tri bang mét chiéc Kia.

Di hét cau thang, t6i thdy mot cai guong duoc
dong khung ma vang treo trén twong. Cdi guong
nay phai cao hon hai mét. Bén phia d6i dién la
mot cai guong giéng y hét. T6i nhin thdy minh
hién Ién trong guong, va Liz & sau t6i, nhin qua
vai toi.

“Mii co kia”, t6i noi.

“Co thay r6i.” Gio thi mau chay ra tir ca hai
16 mdli cta cb ta. Cb lau mdi, rdi quét tay vao cai
ao len. "Vi stress ddy. Stress lam chay mau muii,
vi mao mach & dé rat nhay cam. Mot khi ta tim
duogc Marsden va hin ta cho ¢6 chdu minh biét
dong thudc & dau, con stress sé tiéu tan.”

Miii ¢6 ¢6 chdy mau khi cd bdn Teddy khong? Toi
twe hoi. Viéc do stress dén mikc nao vdy, Liz?

Hanh lang ¢ trén tang thye ra 1a mét ban cong
ban nguyét, nhu la san trinh dién thoi trang vay,
v6i tim chan cao tdi eo. Ngé qua t&m chén khién
bung t6i nhon nhao. Néu ban ngé - hodc bi day
nga - ban sé roi thang xudng cai ving 1dm tro
chuyén kia, noi tdm tham ruc r& sic mau khong
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giup ich gi mdy trong viéc d& cho ban tranh va
dap vdi cdi san nha da bén dudi.

“Ré trdi, Jamie.”

Thé c6 nghia la roi xa cai ban cong, rat tot.
Chung tdi di doc hanh lang dai, tat ca cac canh
ctta déu ndm phia bén trai, nén bat ky ai & trong
d6 cling c6 thé tan hudng quang canh bén ngoai.
Canh ctra duy nhit dang mé ndm & gitta hanh
lang. D6 1a mét thu vién cé khong gian tron, moi
gia sach déu day 4p. Me tdi sé say mé noi nay. C6
nhirng chiéc gh€ don va x6 pha ¢ trudc khoang
tuong duy nhat khong co sach. Trén tuong cé mét
cai ctra s6 kinh, di nhién, cling cong ra ngoai theo
hinh ban nguyét, trong ra khong gian gio dang
chuyén mau tim hoang hon. Téi c6 thé nhin thdy
nhitng vung dén sang chéac han thudc vé thi tran
Renfield, va tdi gan nhu c6 thé danh d8i moi thi
dé duoc ¢ do.

Liz cling khong héi Marsden c6 & trong thu
vién khong. Tham chi khong li€c nhin téi mot cai.
Chuang t6i di téi cudi hanh lang, va ¢6 ta dung
ban tay khong dut trong tai 4o khoac dé€ chi vé
canh ctra cudi cling. “C6 kha chic 1a hén ta & day.
Mo cra di.”
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T6i m& cira, va dang vay, Donald Marsden
& day, nam uon trén mot cai givong 16n dén ndi
né trong nhu giwong ba, c6 khi la givong bon,
chit khéng phai 1a giuvong ddi nita. Ban than han
ta trong cling gdp bon nguoi thuong, Liz miéu
ta dng. Trong d6i mat tré con cua t6i, dong thit
cua hin trobng ct nhu mot 4o anh vay. Mot bo
com 1é chat lugng ¢ 1 sé che b6t duoc chut it mo
trén ngudi, nhung han ta hién khdng mic com
16. Hin chi dang mac doc mot cai quan dui ngu
to t0 chang, khéng gi khédc. Trén b$ nguc kénh
cang va d6i tay ntic nich ctia han la nhigu vét cit
néng chém ngang chém doc. Guong mit tron vo
bj tham tim va mot bén mat thi sung dén khéng
mo ra ndi. C6 mét thie ky la bi ket trong moém hén
ma sau nay toi biét dugc (nho mot trang web ma
ban sé khong mu6n me ban biét dén) né duoc goi
1a béng bit miéng. Hai ¢& tay han bj cong vao hai
céi cot dau givwong. Liz han chi mang theo hai cai
cong, vi hai ¢8 chan han thi bj tréi vao cot chan
giwdng bang biang keo. Cb ta chic phai dung hét
mot cudn bang cho mdi bén.

“Hay chiém ngudng cht nhan cua can nha
nao”, Liz noi.
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D6i mat lanh 13n ctia hén chép mét cai. Ban
sé néi rang dang ra toi phai nhan thay van dé tie
céi cong tay va chd bang keo. Toi déng ra phai
biét, vi vai vét cit vin con dang ri mau. Nhung
t6i khong biét. Toi dang s6c va khong biét gi hét.
Cho dén khi nhin th&y cai chép mat do.

“Han ta con song!”

“Co c6 thé sira lai”, Liz néi. Co ta rit ra khau
stng tir trong thii 40 khodc va ban thang vao dau

nguoi dan 6ng.
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4u va ndo ban tung tde 1én buc tuong
dang sau han ta. Toi hét Ién va chay
khoi can phong, phi xudng cau thang,
lao ra khoi ctra, chay qua Teddy va lao xudng con
ddi. Toi chay thang t6i Renfield. T4t cd nhiing
chuyén &y trong mot gidy. Roi Liz vong hai tay
c6 ta quanh nguoi toi.
“Binh tinh lai, nhéc. Bnh—"

T6i thoi vao bung c6 ta va nghe thdy c6 hu ra
mot tiéng day ngd ngang. Ti€p do, tdi bi xoay va
canh tay t6i bi vdn ngugc ra sau. Dau thau troi
xanh va t6i lai hét [én. Dot nhién, chan khong con
giup toi ding vitng dugc nita. Co ta quet manh
mot cai bén dudi va toi guc xudng hai dau goi, toi
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thét 1én vang dau khi canh tay minh bi vdn ngugc
1én cao dén d¢ co tay t6i cham vao xuwong ba vai.

“Cam mom!” Gigng cd ta, to hon tiéng gam,
vang vong trong tai toi. Day la nguoi phu nit tirmg
choi 6 to6 Matchbox véi toi, hai ¢6 chdu cung nhau
quy choi trén san nha, trong khi me t6i khudy x6t
spaghetti trong bép, ling nghe nhiing bai nhac
ct trén Pandora. “Ngirng lam loan di va c0 sé tha

'II

chaura

To6i nghe 101 va c6 ta budng ra. Gio thi téi khuyu
nguodi trén hai ban tay va hai dau géi, nhin cham
chim xudng tham trai san, run rdy toan than.

“Dung lén coi, Jamie.”

T6i c8 ding 1én, nhung van nhin xudng cai
tham. T6i khong mudn phai nhin vao ga dan 6ng
uc ich 43 mat nwra cai dau.

“Han ta c6 & day khong?”

Toi nhin xudng tam tham, khong néi gi. Toc
che mat tbi. Vai tdi giat giat.

“Hn c6 ¢ ddy khong? Nhin quanh di!”

Toi ngang dau, nghe thay c8 kéu rdc mot cai.
Thay vi nhin thing vao Marsden - t6i vin nhin

thay hén, qua to xac dé lot ra ngoai tam mat -
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toi nhin vao cai ban canh giwong. C6 may lo
thudc lién ddt trén ban. Ngoai ra con cd mot cai
sandwich c& by va mot chai nwéc sudi.

“Hdn c6 & ddy khong?” Co ta tAng mot ci vao
sau dau toi.

T6i nhin quanh phong. Chéng c6 ai ngoai trir
hai chung t6i va cai xac ciia ga dan dng. Gio thi toi
da nhin thdy hai ngudi bi ban vao dau. Therriault
rat kinh khung, nhung it nhat thi t6i cling khong
phai nhin hén ta chét.

“Khong c6 ai”, t6i néi.

“Sao lai khong? Sao hén lai khong & day?”
Gigng 6 ta nhu phat cudng. Khi dy tdi khong thé
nghi gi nhiéy, t6i dang s¢ diéng nguoi. Chi dén
sau nay, nghi lai nam phut dai vo tan trong can
phong ctia Marsden, t6i méi nhan ra co ta bong
nghi hodc tat thay moi chuyén. Bt chdp cau
chuyén vé Regis Thomas va cudn sach cudi cung,
b4t chdp qua bom & siéu thi, ¢6 ta van so la thuc
ra t6i khong thé& nhin thdy nguoi chét, va ¢ ta
vira giét di nguodi duy nhét biét dugc chd thude
dugc gidu o dau.

“Chau khong biét. Chau chua bao gio & gan
mot nguoi vira chét. Co 1€... ¢6 1€ phai mat mot
lac. Chau khéong biét, Liz.”
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“Puogc rdi”, cd ta noi. “Ta sé cho.”

“Khong cho ¢ day, duoc khong? Lam on day,
Liz, khdng phai & mot noi ma chau phai nhin vao
hdn ta.”

“Thé thi ra hanh lang. Néu ¢ budng chau ra,
liéu chau co cu xtr dang hoang khong?”

"Céma.”

“Khong 6 chay di chu?”

“Khong.”

“Nén thé€, cd khdng mudn phai bin vao chan
chau. Cham dit su nghiép tennis cia chau mat.
Ra ngoai di.”

Toi ra ngoai va ¢d ta cling ra ngoai, dé ¢ ta
c6 thé chan t6i lai phong khi t6i cd thoat than.
Khi chung to6i da ¢ hanh lang, c6 ta lai bao t6i
nhin xung quanh thir xem. T6i lam theo. Marsden
khong ¢ day va t6i bao lai voi co.

“Chét tiét”. Tiép do6: “Chau nhin thdy cai
sandwich, phai khong?”

Toi gat dau. Mot cai sandwich va mot chai
nudc cho mot ga dan o6ng bi trédi chat vao cai
givong khung bd. Troi chat tay chan.

“Hén ta cudng an”, Liz néi. “Cd ting an véi
hén trong mot nha hang. G nay dang ra phai
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xtc bang xéng chit khdng phai la xai dia vdi thia.
bung la d6 lgn.”

“Taisao c0 lai ¢ bén canh m6t chiéc sandwich
ma han ta khong thé an”

“Cd chi mudn han nhin thay no, ly do day.
Chi nhin théi. Nhin ca ngay, trong khi c6 di téi
don chau va mang chau quay lai day. Tin co di,
&n mot qua dan vao dau la diéu han dang phai
nhan. Chau c6 biét han da giét bao nhiéu nguoi
bglng. .. th¢ thudc doc vui vé cua minh khéng?”

Ai gilp hin kia ch&? Toi nghi thé, nhung
duong nhién la khong néi ra.

“Ma d sao thi, chau nghi han ta sé s6ng thém
bao lau nita? Hai nam? Hay la ndam nam? Co6 ting
vao phong tam cia hén r6i, Jamie. Thang cha c6
mot cai bon cau to gap doéi binh thuong!” Co ta
thSt ra mot am thanh ndm giita tiéng cudi va mot
cai khit mai ghé tdém. “Duoc roi, ta ra ban cong
di. D& xem hin ta c6 & trong cin phong chinh
khong. Di cham thoi.”

T6i khong thé di nhanh ngay ca khi mudn
vay, vi hai dui t6i run lay bay va dau gdi t6i thi
nhian ra nhu thach.

“Chau c6 biét co 1dy ma mo cdng nhu thé nao
khong? Nho tay van chuyén ctia Marsden. Thang
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nay mé cocain khung dién. C6 c6 thé ngu véi vo
nd néu c¢6 mudn, no sé vui vé dua a cho ¢ néu cd
tiép tuc dwa d6 cho nd. Con c6 lay duoc ma ngoi
nha tir Teddy.”

“Trudce khi ¢d giét ga.”

“C6 con c6 thé lam gi khac day?” Noi cit nhu
thé toi la dita hoc d6t nhat 16p. “Thang ddy c6 thé
nhan dang ¢4.”

Chdu ciing c6 thé, toi nghi, va suy nghi nay
lam t6i nhé dén cai tht ma toi co thé huyt gié
d€ goi t&i. Toi sé phai lam thé, nhung toi van
khong mudn. Vi né c6 thé khong hiéu qua u?
Ciling dung, nhung khong chi vay. Xoa den than
va than den xudt hién, duoc théi, mirng cho ban.
Xoa den than va triéu hoi quy di - anh sang chét
chéc - thi chi Chuia méi biét duoc diéu gi co thé
xay ra, chit toi thi khong biét.

Chting t6i di téi ban cong, tdm chan thap, do
cao 1on. T6i ngé ra ngoai.

“Han ta c6 & bén dudi khong?”

“Khong.”

Khau sting thuc vao lung dudi caa tdi. “Chau
c6 noi dGi khong day?”
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“Khong!”

Co ta thd dai, day kho chiu. “Chuyén dang ra
khéng dién bién thé nay.”

“Chau khéng biét chuyén dang ra phai dién
bién thé nao, Liz. T4t ca nhitng gi chau biét 1a han
ta co6 thé ¢ bén ngoai, noéi chuyén véi T—" Toi
ding lai.

Co ta tom lay vai toi va xoay to6i lai. Mau da
chay 1én khép mai trén clia b ta - con stress hin
dang lén cao 1dm - nhung c6 ta dang mim cudi.
“Chau nhin thay Teddy a?”

Toi cup mat xudng. Thé 1a da cho mdt cau
tra loi.

“Con chd con ranh manh nay.” C6 ta that
st bat cuoi. “Chang ta sé€ ra ngoai va ngé mot
cai xem, néu nhu Marsden khong c6 trong nha,
nhung ma gio thi ¢ doi mot chut da. Ta cd thé
doi. Con diém mdi nhat ctia han dang di tham
nguoi than ¢ Jamaica, hodc Barbados, hodc la
noi nao dé cé mdy cay co, va tuin nay hin sé
khong c6 ai toi tham, gan day héan chi lo chuyén
kinh doanh qua dién thoai. Hin ta chi ndm dai
ra do khi c6 budc vao, dang xem cai chuong

trinh x&t an John Law trén ti vi. Troi a, ¢d uwdc it
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nh4t hdn ta ciing trong bé d6 ngu vao ngudi,
chau c6 hiéu khéng?”

To6i chang néi gi.

“H&n bao ¢b 1a ch:fmg c6 thudc vién gi hét,
nhung nhin mat 1a ¢6 nhén ra hin noi déi, thé
nén c6 tréi han va cit hdn mot ti. Nghi 1a lam thé
c6 thé khién hin mém ludi ra, va chau cb biét
hédn lam gi khéng? Han cdi vao mit ¢6. Han bao
duoc roi, ¢, c6 Oxy ddy, nhiéu 14m, nhung hin
s& khdng bao gio néi cho ¢6 biét thudc nam & dau.
‘Sao tao phai noi?’, hin bao thé. ’Df?mg nao ma
may ching giét tao.’ D6 chinh la khoanh khac v&
1é. Khong thé tin duoc la ¢6 lai khong nghi téi
chuyén nay ttr trude. Muy stupido®.” C6 ta 18y cai
tay cam sing dap vao mot bén dau minh.

“La chau”, t6i ndi. “Chau la cai lé ma cd vora.”

“Chuan xac. Thé 1a ¢d d& hin ta nam lai voi
cai sandwich va mét chai nudc, cho hin thém
thudng, va ¢ di téi New York tém 14y chau, roi
ching ta 14i xe tr¢ lai, khong c6 ai khac dén, va
gio thi ta & day, thé'thi hin ta dang & cdi chd chét me

nao ha?”

“(J kia”, t0i néi.

“Tiéng Tay Ban Nha, nghia 1a: qua ngu ngéc.
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“Cai gi? O déu?”

T6i chi tay. C6 ta quay lai va duong nhién la
chéng thdy gi ca, nhung ti c thé nhin thay cho
ca hai. Donald Marsden, con duoc goi la Donnie
By, dang dung ¢ 16i vao céi thu vién vong cung
ctia minh. Han chi méc cai quan dui ngti va phan
nita trén cta dau han da gan nhu bi théi bay, hai
vai hin ddm dia mau, nhung hin dang chong
choc nhin toi bér\g con mit khong bi Liz ddm téi
khong thé moé ra ndi, trong con dién tiét tuyét
vong cua co ta.

To6i gio mot ban tay lén véi hin, dé& tham do.

Han gio mot tay 1én dép lai.
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6 6 i han di!” Cb ta thtc vao vai toi
va thd vao mat toi. Ca hai viéc déu
chéng dé chiu chit nao, nhung vu

thd vao mat thi té hon.

“Bo chdu ra va chau sé héi.”

T6i chAm chidm budc tdi Marsden. Liz theo
sat dang sau. Toi c6 thé cam nhan théy cb ta, i I
sau lung.

To6i dimg lai khi khoang cach la mot mét rudi.
“Thudc & dau?”

HAn ta tra loi khong chut ludng ly, néi chuyén
nhu moi nguoi chét khac - chi ¢6 Therriault la
ngoai 1é thoi - nhu thé chuyén dé khong may
quan trong. Va sao phai quan trong kia chi¥? Han
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ta c6 can thudc nira dau, khéng can & noi hin
dang & hién tai va ciing khong can & noi ma han
sé dén. D4y la gia nhu han sé dén dau do.

“C6 mot chat ¢ cai ban canh giwong, nhung
phan 16n nam trong ti thudc. Topomax, Marinox,
Inderal, Pepcid, Flomax...” Phai thém sau bay cai
tén nita. Liét ké ti ddong mdt trang nhu danh sach
dd can mua khi di cho.

“Han ta néi—"

“Yén lang di”, t6i bao. Trong thoi khac nay toi
1a ngudi ndm quyeén chi dong, du t6i biét didu dé
sé khong kéo dai 1au. Liéu t6i c6 ndm quyeén chu
ddng khong, khi t6i goi cai thit dang song trong
Therriault? T6i khong biét dugc. “Chau dat nham
cau hoi r6i.”

Toi quay lai, nhin ¢b ta.

“Chau c6 thé dat ra cau hoi dung, nhung
trude tién c6 phai hira 1a ¢6 sé tha chau di, mot
khi ¢6 ¢6 duoc thit ma minh mudn.”

“Di nhién ro6i, Jamie”, c6 ta ndi, va toi biét la
c6 ta noi déi. Toi khdng chic lam thé nao ma minh
bi€t dwoc, khong cd 1y do logic nao ca, nhung day
khong chi la tryc giac thuan tuy. Toi nghi diéu
nay lién quan tdi cai cach co ta liéc mét roi khoi
anh nhin cua t6i, trong khi noi tén toi.
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bén thoi diém &y, toi biét la minh sé phai
huyt gio.

Donald Marsden van dang ditng canh canh
ctra dan vao thu vién. Toi thoang thac méc khong
biét hin c6 that su doc nhiing cudn sach ¢ bén
trong khéng, hay chi dung sach lam d6 trung
bay. “C6 dy khong can déng thudc chita bénh cta
ong, cd &y mudn chd Oxy. N6 & dau?”

Diéu xay ra tiép theo cling da tung xay ra
mot lan trwede day réi. Khi toi hoi Therriault la
hin dat qua bom cudi cing & dau. Nhitng tir ma
Marsden thét ra khong con dan khép véi chuyén
ddng miéng ctia hin nita, kifu nhu hin dang
vat Ion trwdc ménh 1énh budc phai tra 10i. “Tao
khéng mudn néi cho may.”

Y hét nhitng gi Therriault ting noi.

“Jamie! Han—"

“Yén lang di, chau bao réi ma! D€ chau thai!”
Sau d6, t6i hoi hdn: “Chd Oxy & dau?”

Khi bj ép budc, Therriault trong rat dau doén,
va toi nghi - khong biét chac ma chi nghi - d4 la
lac anh sang chét chdc xam nhédp. Marsden trong
khong c6 vé bi dau dén thé chat, nhung mot thie gi
d6 thudc vé cam xuc dang dién ra, du cho hin da
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chét. Hin dua hai tay 1én 6m mat, giong nhw mét
dtta tré vira gay toi, va ndi, “Phong hoang loan.”

“Y dng la sao? Phong hoang loan la cai gi?”

“D¢ la noi tao dén phong khi c6 ké dot nhép.”
Cam xtac da bién mat, cling nhanh nhu khi né
xuat hién. Marsden da quay tro lai trang thai néi
nang déu déu nhu lic ndi danh sach thudc. “Tao
c6 ké thu ma. C6 a 1la mét trong s6 d6. Chi la tao
khong biét.”

“Hoi han 1a né & dau!” Liz quat.

Téi tin chac la da biét can phong & dau, nhung
du sao thi t6i van héi. Hin ta chi vé thu vién.

“D6 la cdn phong bi mat”, toi noéi, nhung vi
d6 khong phai 1a mot cau hoi, han khéng cé phan
utng gi. “Do la can phong bi mat a?”

“Pung.”

“Chi cho toi di.”

Han ta di vao thu vién, cin phong gio dd mo
mo t8i. Nhitng ngudi chét thue ra khong phai
ma, nhung khi hin ta budc vao khdng gian 16 mo
nay, qua thuc la hin trong rat giong ma. Liz phai
s quanh dé tim cong tac bat 1én céi den phia trén
dau, va nhiéu ngon den dang dudc khac cling
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sang lén. Diéu d6 cho tdi thdy ¢6 ta chua ting
danh thoi gian ¢ noi nay, du cho c6 ta ciing la
mot nguoi hay doc sach. RSt cudc ¢d ta da téi can
nha nay bao nhiéu lan? Chic 1a mét hoic hai [an,
cting ¢6 thé la chwa bao gio. C6 1é ¢6 ta chi méi
biét téi chd nay qua hinh chup va qua nhiing cau
hoi hét sitc than trong ma ¢ ta dit ra cho nhitng
ké timng toi day.

Marsden chi vé mot gia sach. Vi Liz khong
thé nhin thay hén ta, tdi bat chuwdc hanh dong ctia
hdn va néi, “Cai do.”

C6 ta budc toi va kéo. Toi dang ra c6 thé bo
chay ngay khi dy, nhung ma c¢6 ta dang budc toi
phai di theo. C6 ta dang phé thudc va phan khich
circ do, nhung it ra co ta van con sot lai mét chit
treec giac cua canh sat. C6 giat manh vai ngan
sach bang ban tay ranh rdi, nhung khong c6 gi
xay ra ca. C6 ta chui thé r6i quay vé phia toi.

Pé dén dau mdt pha van ngugc tay khac, toi
lién hoi Marsden cau hoi that hién nhién: “Co cai
gl dac biét nao dé mé né ra khong?”

//Cé.n

“Hén ta néi g, Jamie? Con me né, hin néi gi?”

Ngoai viéc dit nhu quy, c6 ta con dang lam
toi phat dién vi mé cau hoi. Co6 ta quén khong
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quét mi va gio thi mau twoi chay tran khip moi
trén cuia o, khién c6 giéng nhuw con ma ca rong
ciia Bram Stoker. Theo cam nhan cuaa t6i thi c6 ta
cling phan nao la mét con ma ca rong.

“Pé chau thix nao, Liz.” Ro6i t6i ndi véi Marsden:
”Cai d6 & dau?”

“Ngan trén cung, phia bén phai”, Marsden
tra 10i.

T6i bao lai véi Liz. C ta nhén chan, do dAm
thém mot chat, roi tim thdy mot nat bdm. Lan
nay, khi ¢6 ta kéo ra, gia sach xoay theo ban [é
an, d€ 16 mot canh cira thép, lai ¢6 thém mot cai
bang badm s6 va lai ¢6 mét cai den do hién phia
trén nhitng con s6. Liz khong phai bao t6i can hoi
gl tiép theo.

“Mala gi?”

Mot Ian nita, han lai gio hai tay 1én che mait,
mot cach hanh xt tré con tham néi néu tao khong
thay may thi may ciing khong thé thiy tao dwoc. N6
la mot hanh dong budn ba, nhung tdi khong thé
mém long duoc, va khong chi vi hén ta 1a mot tay
trim ma ty va nhitng mén hang ctia han da giét
hang tram, tham chi hang nghin ngwoi, cling nhu

- 380 -



STEPHEN KING

khién hang nghin nguoi khac bi nghién ngap.
Ban than t6i cling da c¢6 qua nhiéu van dé roi.

“Ma... la... gi?” Noi tiing chit moét, cling nhw
diéu toi da lam voi Therriault. Khac biét, nhung
cuing lic d6 van gidng hét.

Han ta tra 16 toi. Hén phai thé.

“73612”, t6i ndi.

Cd ta bdm nhitng con s8, van cam 13y tay ti.
T6i chot mong cho moét tiéng thich va mét tiéng
rit vang 1én, giéng nhu cach nhitng phong dém
md ra trong mot bod phim khoa hoc gia tuong,
nhung thit duy nhét xay ra la cai den do chuyén
sang mau xanh luc. Khéng c6 tay nim, thé nén
Liz day clra va né mo ra. Can phong bén trong t0i
den nhu dit cua mdt con meo mun.

“Hoi hén ta xem cong tic dén & dau.”

T6i hoéi, va Marsden bao, “Khong c6 den.”
Han lai tha tay xudng roi. Giong ndi ctia hin
chua gi da bat dau nho dan. Lic ay, tdi doan hin
bién di nhanh vay c6 1é la do hin bi sat hai chi
khong phai chét mdt cach ty nhién hay gap tai
nan. Sau nay, t6i lai nghi khac. Téi nghi 1a hdn
muon di trude khi chung t6i tim ra thit bén trong
cdn phong.
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“Ctz thir budc vao trong xem”, t6i noi.

Co6 ta budc thir mét bude tham do vao bong
dém, khong hé bo tay t6i ra, va nhitng béng dén
huynh quang phia trén birng sang. Can phong
chdng c6 may tht. O goc xa la mot cai hop lanh
(toi nho lai giong noi cha gido su Burkett), mot
cai bép ham néng loai nho, va mét cai 16 vi séng.
O hai bén trai va phai la nhitng cai ké chit day
d6 &n déng hop ré tién, nhitng thi nhu thit hop
Spam, bo ham Dinty Moore va cd moi King
Oscar. Con ¢ nhitng cai tai cling dung d6 &n
(vé sau t6i biét dugc quan doi goi do la MRE*,
leong khd &n tai chd), sau 18c nude sudi va bia.
C6 mot cdy ndm truyén tin duoc dét trén moét cai
ké dudi thdp. O giita phong 1a mét cai ban g
don gian. Trén mat ban la mot cai may tinh xach
tay, mot mdy in, mot tap tai liéu day, va mét tai
d6 cao rdu dang kéo khoa.

“Cho Oxy & dau?”

To6i hoi. “Hén bao 1a thudc & trong cai tti do
vé sinh ca nhan.”

Co ta tém lay cai tai dung do6 cao rau, kéo

khoa va déc nguoc n6é xudng. Mdy lo thudc roi

% MRE 14 viét tit ciia Meals Ready To Eat.
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xudng, cung vdi hai hay ba vi thuc duoc cudn
trong gidy boc d6 an. Trong khong c6 vé gi la tim
ra kho bau. C6 ta hét 1én, “Cai thit ciia ng nay la
gi day?”

Toi gan nhu khong d€ vao tai nhiing gi o
ta noi. Téi dang lat gio tap tai liéu bén canh cdi
may tinh, khong c6 ly do nao ca, ma chi vi né
dang duoc dit & do théi, va toi bi s6c. Ban dau,
t6i tham chi chdng nhan ra minh dang nhin thay
nhiing gi, nhung rd la t6i cling hiéu ra. Va t6i biét
tai sao Marsden lai khong mudn ching t6i di vao
day, va vi sao han ta lai thdy nhuc nhi du cho
hén di tiéu tung. Chang hé lién quan téi ma tiy.
Toi ti hoi liéu nguoi phu nit minh dang nhin vao
c6 ting phai deo chinh qua béng bit miéng kia
khong. Néu that vay thi dung la gieo nhan nao
gdt qua ndy.

“Liz”, t61 ndi. M6i toi té di, nhu la t6i vira bi
tiém mot miii Novacain & phong kham nha khoa.

“Pay la tat ca a?”, co ta hét 1én. “Ding c6 ma

|II

bao c6 day la tat cal” Co ta van md mét 1o thude
va ddc hét moi tht ra. Cé khoang hon hai chuc
vién thudc. “Cai nay tham chi khéng phai Oxy, la

Darvon® gié rach!”
4 Tén mot loai thudc giam dau.
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Co ta budng tdi ra va ngay luc dy t6i ¢ thé
chay di, nhung t6i con chang hé nghi téi chuyén
do6. Tham chi y dinh huyt gi6é goi Therriault toi
ciing da khong con nita. “Liz”, t6i lai goi.

Co ta khong d€'y. Co ta dang mo cac lo thudc,
hét 1o nay t6i 1o khac. Cac loai thuSc khac nhau,
nhung khong 1o nao la ¢6 day thudc ca. Co ta
dang cham cham nhin vao mdy vién thudc mau
xanh da troi. “La Roxie¥, cling dugc, nhung tham
chi chang t6i dwgc chuc vién! Héi han ta chd con
lai & dau!”

“Liz, nhin cai nay di.” D¢ la toi noi, nhung
Am thanh ¢t nhw dén tir mot noi xa 1dm.

“C6 bao la héi han—" C6 ta quay ngudi qua
roi dirng lai, nhin vao thit t6i dang nhin.

Cé mot biic anh in trén giay béng, nam trén
cung mét chéng nho cac bire anh khac. Trong anh
c6 ba nguoi, hai nguoi dan 6ng va mét phu ni.
Marsden 1a mot trong hai nguoi dan 6ng. Han ta
tham chi con chang méc quan dui. Gi dan éng
con lai cling tran trudng. Ho dang lam chuyén
nay no voi nguoi phu nit deo béng bit miéng.

T6i khong mudn ndi ra, chi c6 thé ndi la Marsden

% Tén diy du la Roxicodone, mot trong nhimg tén thuong hiéu
cua Oxycodone (loai thuéc ma Liz dang tim).
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choi ltra con ga con lai thi dung dia xién thit c6
hai nhanh.

“Vai”, cb ta [am bam. “Oi, vai.” C6 ta lat gio
thém vai tdm anh khac. Khong thé néi vé chung
duoc. Co dong tap tai liéu lai. “La co ta.”

“Ai co?”

“Maddie. Vo hin. Vay la sau cluing, chic o ta
ciing chdng bo di duoc.”

Marsden van & bén ngoai, trong thw vién,
nhung khong nhin vé phia chiung t6i. Phan gay
ctia han da bj tan pha, gidng nhw nira dau bén trai
ctia Therriault, nhung t6i chdng con d€'y mdy. C6
nhitng thit con té hon vét thuwong tir sung dan, dé
la mot diéu nho nho tdi da hiéu ra vao budi toi
hom do.

“Chung hanh ha c6 ay tdi chét”, toi noi.

“Pang vay, va vui tha trong qua trinh do.
Nhin vao may diéu cuoi toang hodc nay di. Chau
van con x6t thuong vi ¢6 da giét han a?”

“Cd dau c6 giét han vi nhitng gi hén da lam
v6i vo minh”, t6i noi. “Luc dy c6 dau biét. Co giét
han vi chd ma tay.”

C6 ta nhun vai, kiéu nhu viéc &y chéng quan

trong, va d6i véi cd thi cd 1é dung thé that. Co ta

- 385 -



SAU NAY

nhin ra ngoai phong hoang loan, can phong ma
han ta tdi d€ xem nhitng bitc hinh kinh khung
khiép. “Han con & day khong?”

“Con. O 16i vao.”

“Ban dau han néi khong cé vién thudc nao
hét, nhung ¢6 biét la han néi doi. R6i han bao la
c6 nhiéu. Rat nhiéu!”

“C6 1€ han da noi déi. Han c6 thé ma, vi han
van chua chét.”

“Nhung han da néi véi chau 1a thudc & trong
phong hoang loan! Luc &y thi han chét r6i!”

“Han khong néi la c6 bao nhiéu.” Toi hoi
Marsden, “Day la tat ca nhitng gi ong c6 a?”

“Téat ca ddy”, han néi. Giong cua han bat dau
troi xa.

“Ong ndi vdi c6 ay la 6ng co rat nhiéu!”

Han nhtn d6i vai day mau. “Chirng nao c6 a
van tin la tao ¢6 nhirng gi c6 a mudn, thi tao nghi
0 & sé dé cho tao séng.”

“Nhung ¢o ta da duoc ri tai 1a ong nhan vé
mot buu kién rét 16n, caa riéng minh—"

“Chém gi6 tho6i”, han ndi. “Céi nganh nay rét
tin d6n nham. Bon nd ndi ra du thit nham nhi chi
d€ cho suéng miéng.”
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Liz lac d4u khi t6i thuat lai cho cd nhitng diéu
han néi, khong tin vao tai minh. Khéng muodhn tin,
vinéu co tin, diéu d6 c6 nghia la nhitng ké hoach
vé cudc séng bo Tay cta c6 sé sup d6. Thé cb
nghia la c6 da bi lira.

“Han ta dang gidu gi d6”, c6 ta khing khing.
”Bz\“mg mdt cach nao d6. O mdt noi nao dé. Hai lai
hin di, xem chd thudc con lai & dau.”

T6i dinh mé miéng dé néi rang, néu nhu van
con thudc, han da phai néi cho tdi biét. Nhung réi
- ¢6 1é vi nhitng birc hinh kinh khung kia da tat
cho phan tam tri mdng mi trong t6i choang tinh
- t6i nay ra mét y. Toi cling ¢6 thé lam vai tro lira
loc, vi rd rang la cd ta da sdn sang dé bi lira. Néu
thanh cong, t6i 6 thé thoat khoi ¢d ta ma khong
phai huyt gié goi quy.

Cb ta tom 14y hai vai t6i, lac manh. “Hoi han
di, nhu c6 bao!”

Thé 1a t6i hoi. “Chd thudc con lai & dau, ong
Marsden?”

“Tao bao may roi, day la tat ca.” Giong cua
han nhoa di, nhoa di. “Tao cho Maria mdt chit,
nhung gio ¢ dy dang 6 Bahamas. Bimini.”
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“Q), duoc 16i. Hop ly hon roi day.” Téi chi tay
vé may cai ké dé do dong hop. “Nhin thdy nhitng
hop x6t spaghetti 0 ké trén cung chit?” Lam gi c6
chuyén c6 takhong thay, phai c6 it nhatba chuchop.
Donnie By hén la rat khoai hiéu Franco-American.
“Han néi han gidu mot lwgng trong d6 - khéng
phai Oxy, la thit khac.”

C6 ta dang ra c6 thé kéo tdi theo, nhung toi
nghi, nhiéu kha nang la c6 ta dang qua néng vdi,
va toi da dung. C6 ta chay t6i cai ké d€ d6 déng
hop. T6i cho cho téi khi ¢ ta kiéng chan va viron
nguoi lén. Roi t6i chay nhu bay ra khoi phong
hoang loan, bang qua thur vién. Toi wdc gi minh
nhd ra chuyén dong cira, nhung t6i khong dong.
Marsden dang diing d6 va hén ta trong “ran” nhuw
nguroi that, nhung toi da chay xuyén qua hin. C
mot khic on lanh, va miéng t6i ngap mot mui
dau md ma t6i nghi né dén tir mén pepperoni.
Tié€p d6, tdi chay nudce rut toi cau thang,

Tiéng lo hop roi loang xoang vang 1én sau
lung t6i. “Quay lai day, Jamie! Quay lai day!”

Co ta dudi theo toi. Toi ¢ thé nghe thdy co
ta. T6i da chay t6i chd cau thang, va toi ngoai
lai. D6 la moét sai [am. Toi truot nga. Khong con

lira chon nao khac, t6i chu moéi ra dé€ huyt gio,
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nhung tit ca nhitng gi t6i lam dwoc chi la théi
ra gi6. Miéng va moi t6i qua kho. Thé la thay vi
huyt gid, t6i gao len.

“THERRIAULT!”

Toi bat dau bo xudng cau thang, lao dau -
xudng, téc xoa triedc mat, nhung cd ta da tom

dwoc 6 chan toi.

“THERRIAULT, CUU TAO! KEO CO TA RA
KHOI TAO!”

BSng nhién, moi thit - khong chi cdi ban
cong, khong chi nhitng bac cau thang, ma toan
thé khéng gian phia trén cdn phong 16n va vung
16m tro chuyén - tran ngap anh sang tring. Toi
dang quay lai nhin Liz khi chuyén d6 xay ra, va
t6i nheo mat trudce anh sang chéi 16a, khong thé
nhin thdy gi. N6 tudn ra tit cai guong cao cao kia,
va con nhiéu hon nira dang dén tir cai guong ¢
phia d6i dién.

Caéi siét tay cua Liz bi long ra. Toi vo lay
bac thang da va giat nguoi hét mirc ¢6 thé. Toi
di xudng bang bung ctia minh, gidng nhu mot
dira nhoc choi tro xe truegt trén tuyén duong gap
ghénh nhat thé giéi. Di xudng dugc khoang mét
phén tu quang duong thi téi dirng lai. Dang sau
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toi, Liz dang kéu thét. T6i nhin qua khe ho gitta
tay va mot bén than nguoi minh, & tu thé hién tai,
moi thit t6i thdy déu 1on nguoc. C6 ta dang dung
trudc cai guong. Toi khong biét chinh xac ¢b ta
nhin thay cai gi, va thé ciing tot, vi co 1€ t6i sé
khéng bao git ngu dugce nita. Anh sang d6 1a du
161 - anh sang chdi léa khéng mau tde ra tir tam
guong, tira nhu ltra mat troi.

Anh sang chét choc.

RO toi thay - t6i nght la tbi thdy - mot ban tay
tho ra khoi guwong va tom 14y ¢d Liz. N6 kéo giat
c0 ta dap vao tam kinh va t6i nghe thady mot tiéng
rac. C0 ta tiép tuc gao thét.

Moi dnh sang bién mat.

Hoang hon van chwa tit han, nén ngoi nha
khéng dén ndi t3i om, nhung ciing sap roi. Can
phong bén dudi toi 1a mot cai giéng bong tdi. Dang
sau t0i, & dau cau thang cong cong, Liz dang kéu
thét va gao ra. Téi vin vao tdm kinh chan dé ding
thang trén hai chan, lap bap di xudng téi phong
khach ma khong bi nga.

Sau lung t6i, Liz dd ngitng gao thét va bat dau
bat cuoi. Toi quay lai va thay c¢6 ta chay xudng
cau thang, chi 14 mot bong nguoi t6i den dang
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cuoi pha 1én, nhu la Joker trong hoat hinh Nguoi
Doi vay. Co ta dang di chuyén qua nhanh, khong
hé nhin xem co ta dang di dau. Co6 di vat tir bén
nay sang bén kia, ddp ngudi vao tdm chén, nhin
lai qua vai vé phia cai guong - anh sang gio da
nhat dan r6i, nhu cach soi day téc ¢ nhitng bong
dén kiéu cii t5i dan di khi ban it den.

“Liz, coi churng!”

To6i hét 1én, du cho diéu duy nhéat t6i mudn
lam trén c6i doi nay la trén thoat khoi c6 ta. Loi
canh bdo chi thuan tiy la ban ndng, va no cling
chang ich gi. C6 ta mét thang bang, nga vé phia
tredc, dap vao nhitng bac thang, 16n nhao, lai
dap vao nhiing bac thang, 16n nhao [an nita, ro/
truwot mot mach xudng san nha. O Tan dau bj dap
nguoi, co ta van cuoi, nhung dén lan thi hai thi
ngung lai. Co ta gidng nhw mét céi radio va ai dé
da tit dai c6. C6 ta nam & chan ciu thang, ngira
mdt 1én troi, ddu ngdng ngdng, mii bi bé sang
mot bén, mét canh tay ctia c6 ngugc ra sau lung,
vdn 1én tan 8, va hai mét cd nhin tring tring
vao khong gian t6i sam.

“Liz?”

Khong héi dap.
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“Liz, ¢6 6n khong?”

That la mdt cau hoi ngu ngdc, va sao toi
phai quan tam ch? Cau hoi nay thi t6i tra loi
dugc. To6i mudn cb séng vi c6 mot thik gi d6 &
sau toi. Toi khong nghe thay n6é nhung toi biét
no6 dang o do.

To6i quy xudng canh ¢ va dit mot tay 1én
khuon miéng bé bét mau cua cb. Long ban tay
toi khong cam nhan duoc hoi tho. Mit cd ta
khong chop. Co ta chét r6i. Toi dung day, quay
nguoi, va nhin thdy chinh xac th ma minh da
doan trudc: Liz dang ding do, trong céi 4o khoac
duffle khong cai khoéa va céi ao len dinh méau. Co6
ta khong nhin t6i. Co6 ta dang nhin qua vai t6i. Co
gio mot ban tay 1én va chi, va ngay trong khoanh
khéc kinh di 4y, diéu nay khién t6i nhé dén chi
tiét Bong ma cua Giang sinh Chwa dén chi tay vé
m¢ cta Scrooge’'.

Kenneth Therriault - it nhat la nhitng gi con
lai cia han - dang di xuéng cau thang.

! Pay 1a mdt tinh tiét trong truyén A Christmas Carol (tam dich:
Giang sinh yéu thuong) ctia Charles Dickens.
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con ltra 4m i bén trong. Toi khong biét

con cach nao dé dién ta. Han ta da chuyén
den, da hdn nizt ra khdp ca, va xuyén qua hang chyc
khe nizt la 4nh sang chét chéc chéi 16a kia. N6 tudn
ra tir miii han, mét hdn, thim chi ca tai hdn. Khi hin
md miéng, né cling tudn ra tir 46 nita.

Hén cuoi nhe nhén va gio hai tay 1én. “Hay
lam lai nghi thirc [an nita d€ xem Ian nay ai sé
chién thz?'mg. Tao nghi la may no tao vu nay, vi tao
da ctu may khoi a kia.”

Hén nhanh chéng di xudng cau thang, huéng
vé phia tdi, sdn saing cho man tai ngd hoanh trang.
Ban ndng bao t6i phai quay ngudi ma chay dij,
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nhung mét diéu gi d6 an sau hon lai bao toi ding
vitng, bat chap viéc t6i mudn trén thoat khoi nbi
kinh hoang sap &p xudng nay t6i mitc nao. Néu
t6i chay, né sé tém 13y toi tir ddng sau, siét doi
tay da chay thanh than ctia n6 quanh toi, va thé€'la
hét. No sé théng, va t0i sé trd thanh nd 1é ctaa né,
budc phai xuat hién méi khi né goi. N6 sé chiém
14y thang toi séng, nhu cai cach né da chiém lay
Therriault chét - va diéu &y c6 thé con té hon.

“Dirng lai”, t6i noi, va 16p vo Therriault den
dta dung lai ¢ chan cau thang. Doi tay vuon ra
dang cach t6i chua t6i ba muoi centimet.

”Cut di. Tao xong viéc voi may réi. Mai mai.”

“May sé khong bao gio xong viéc vdi tao.”
Va tiép dd, n6 ndi thém mot tir nira, mot tir khién
t6i noi da ga va lam toc gay t6i dung ding. “Nha
v6 dich.”

“Cho xem”, toi noi. Ctrng miéng that, nhung
toi khong thé ngan cho giong minh ding run 1én.

Tt canh tay van dang vuron ra, d6i ban tay da
héa den c6 nhitng vét nitt dang tde sang, chi cach
cO toi vai centimet. “Néu may that sy mudn thoat
khoi tao mai mai, thi tom 14y di. Ching ta sé thuc
hién nghi thitc mot Ian nita, va sé cong bang hon,
vi [an nay tao da sin sang d6i dau véi may.”
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Nhitng 16i dy cdm dd t6i mot cach ky cuc,
dung hoi tai sao, nhung trong t6i, mot thir cao
hon cai t6i va sdu hon ban nang da chién thang.
Ban c6 thé mot [an chién thdng ac quy - nho
chuén bj trude, nho long diing cam, nho viée cho
ngdap phai rudi, hodc nho tat ca nhitng yéu t6 d6 -
nhung khong thé thang t&i Ian thit hai. T6i khong
nghi mot ai d6 lai c6 thé danh bai ac quy tdi lan
hai, ngoai trir nhitng vi thanh, va c6 1€ 1a, ngay ca
nhitng vi thanh cling khong thé.

“Di.” Dén luot t6i chi tay, gidng nhu hon
ma cudi cung cua Scrooge. Toi chi tay vé hudng
ctra chinh.

Third6 nhéch cai moéi da chay den cia Therriault
1én, né mot nu cudi khinh bi. “May khong thé bat
tao di, Jamie. Dén gio van chura nhan ra 4? Ching ta
bi budc chit vao nhau rdi. May khong tinh dén hau
qua. Nhung gio chung ta phai giai quyét.”

Toi ldp lai mot tir duy nhat cia minh. D6 1a
tat ca nhitng gi toi c6 thé ép ra tir cai cd hong dot
nhién chi con to cd mot cay kim.

Co thé cia Therriault duong nhu vwon thang
1én d€ thu hep khoang cach gitta hai chiing ti,
d€ nhay b8 vao t6i va ép t6i vao céi siét kinh
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hoang cta né, nhung né khong lam vay. Co 1€
nd khong thé.

Liz co nguoi lai khi né di qua c6 ta. Toi nghi
noé sé di xuyén qua ctra - nhu la tdi da di xuyén qua
Marsden - nhung du cho thit &y 1a gi di nita, nd
cting khong phai mot hén ma. Ban tay cia n6 cam
lay tay ndm va vin, da lai ni¢t ra nhidéu hon va 4nh
sang lai tudn ra nhiéu hon. Canh ctra bat mé.

N6 quay lai, néi véi toi. “A, ciz huyt gié va tao
lai t6i bén may, ban nhé.”

R%i nd di mat.
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ai chan t6i gan nhu ching con chut

stzc lye nao va cau thang thi ¢ rat gan,

nhung t6i khong dinh ng6i xuéng dé
khi ci xac gay gap ctia Liz Dutton van con nam
dai & chan cau thang. Toi loang choang budc tdi
vung 16m tro chuyén va sip xudng mot cai ghé
don. Téi cii dau va thdn thire khéc. Pay 1a nudc
mat vi kinh s¢ va kich dong, nhung t6i nghi dé
ciing 1a - du t6i khong thé qua chic chan - nuéce
mét hanh phuc. Téi van sdng. Toi & trong mot can
nha t6i om, 6 cudi mot con dudng tu nhan, voi
hai cdi xdc va hai “tht” con sét lai (Marsden dang
ding trén ban c6ng va nhin xudng t0i), nhung toi
con song.
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“Ba”, tdi noi. “Ba cai xac va ba thit con lai.
Dting quén Teddy.”

To6i bit dau cuoi ra tiéng, nhung roi téi nhd
Liz cling cwoi gan nhu y hét thé nay ngay trude
khi ¢ ta chét, thé la t6i nglng cuoi. Toi cd nghi
xem minh phdi lam gi. Téi quyét dinh viéc dau
tién la dong cai ctra chinh chét tiét lai. Viéc c6 hai
oan linh (t6i hoc duwoc tir 6, ban doan thir xem,
vé sau nay) chong choc nhin minh khong hé dé
chiu, nhung tdi da quen vdi chuyén nhirng nguoi
chét thay toi thdy ho. Diéu t6i that sy khong chiu
ndi 1a kha nang Therriault van con & dau dé6
ngoai kia, vdi anh sang chét chéc tudn trao tir bd
da phan rd cta han. Téi da bao han cut di, va han
da di that... nhung 16 han quay lai thi sao?

Téi di qua Liz va dong ctra lai. Khi quay lai,
toi hoi cd ta la t6i nén lam gi. Toi khong mong sé
nhan dwogc cau tra 10i, thé ma lai dwoc hoi dap.
“Goi cho me chau di.”

Toi nghi téi cai may dé€ ban trong phong
hoang loan, nhung ma tdi sé khéng di nguoc lén
may bac thang nay va chui vao cai phong do6. Coé
dwoc tra triéu do cling khong di.

“Co6 c6 mang dién thoai khong, Liz?”
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“Co.” Giong khong chat hao hiing, hau hét
bon ho déu vay. Du la khoéng phai tit ca, ba
Burkett van du sttc s6ng d€ néi ra vai cau chi trich
vé tinh nghé thuat cta bitc tranh ga tay toi vé.
Va Donnie By da c8 gang giau di d6ng van hdéa
pham dam duc truy lac cia minh.

“No6 & dau?”

“Trong tai ao khoac cua c6.”

Toi di toi thi thé ¢ ta, tho tay vao tai bén phai
cua cai ao duffle. Téi cham vao dudi khau stang
ma cd ta da dung d€ két liéu cudc doi Donald
Marsden, thé la toi rat voi tay ra nhu thé cham
phai cai gi gay bong. To6i thir cho tay vao tai bén
kia va ldy duoc cai dién thoai. Toi bat né lén.

“Mala gi?”

“2665.”

Toi nhap m3, bAm ma vung cta thanh phd
New York va ba s6 dau tién trong s dién thoai cuia
me, roi toi nghi lai va thyc hién mot cudc goi khac.

“911 nghe, xin hoi c6 chuyén gi khan cap?”

”"Chau dang & trong mot ngdi nha c¢6 hai
nguoi bi chét”, toi ndi. “Mot nguoi bi sat hai va
mot nguoi bi nga cau thang.”
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“Puia ddy a, con trai?”

“Chau uwdc sao chi la dua. Nguoi phu nit nga
cau thang da bat coc chau va mang chau téi day.”

“Chau dang ¢ dau?” Gio thi ngudi phu nit &
dau bén kia dién thoai da ¢ vé quan tam.

“Né nidm 6 cudi mot con duong tu nhan, bén
ngoai Renfield, thura ba. Chau khong biét 1a cach
bao xa va liéu phd nay c6 duoc danh sd khong.”
ROi t6i nghi téi mot chi tiét ma dang ra t6i nén ndi
ngay moi phai. “Do¢ la nha ctia Donald Marsden.
Ong ta da bi nguoi phu nit giét. C6 ta la nguoi b
nga cau thang. Tén co ta la Liz Dutton. Elizabeth.”

Nguoi nghe dién hoi t6i cé 6n khong, roi dan
t6i hdy & yén tai chd, cac si quan da 1én duong.
Toi ngoi yén va goi dién cho me. Cudc goi nay
dai hon rat nhiéu, va khoéng phai lic nao cing
duoc ranh mach vi ca hai chung t6i déu khoc nac
1én. T6i ké cho me moi chuyén, ngoai trir chi tiét
vé anh sang chét chdc. Me sé tin t6i, nhung mot
trong hai nguoi phai gap ac mong la da roi. Toi
chi ndi la Liz da truot chan trong khi dudi theo
t0i, thé la ¢ ta nga va bij gay cd.

Trong khi hai me con dang noi chuyén,

Donald Marsden di xudng cau thang va ding
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bén canh btrc teong. Mot ngwoi bi chét voi dinh
dau bi thoi bay, con mdt ngwoi bi chét vai cai dau
bi van sang mot phia. Mot bg d6i ciling ra gi day.
Toi da bao véi ban day la mot cau chuyén kinh
di, ban da duoc canh bao rdi, nhung ti van cd
thé nhin vao ho ma khong qua ghé so, vi ndi kinh
hoang dang so nhat da di roi. Trir khi t6i mudn
né quay lai, thé'day. Néu toi mudn, no sé tdi.

T&t ca nhiing gi toi phai lam chi la huyt gid.

Sau muoi lam phat duong nhu kéo dai rat lau,
t6i bat dau nghe thay tiéng coi hu tir dang xa. Sau
hai muoi lam phut, nhitng anh sang xanh lam
va do chiéu roi cac khung ctra s6. C6 it nhat sau
hay bay canh sat, du mot d6i. Ban dau ho chi la
nhiing bong den ding day ctra, che kin moi tia
sang ban ngay con sot lai, day la néu nhuw con ¢6
tia sang nao d6. Mt nguoi trong s6 ho 1én tiéng
hoi, may cai cong tic dén clia no nam & dau vay.
Mot nguoi khac tra 10i, “Thay day roi”, nhung
sau d6 chtri thé khi khong cé gi xay ra.

“Co ai & day khong?”, mot nguoi khac cat
tiéng. “Néu c6 ai ¢ day, hay ndi tén!”

T6i ding day va gio hai tay lén, du cho toi
khong nghi 1a ho c6 thé nhin thay gi ngoai mot
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béng nguoi téi den di chuyén. “Chau & day!
Chau dang gio hai tay 1én! Mat dién réi! Chau la
dtza tré da goi dién!”

Nhiing cai den pin dugcbat 1én, nhitng ngudn
sang di chuyén xung quanh, sau d6 tap trung vao
t0i. Mot canh sat tién dén. Mot nguoi phu nix. Co
ta di ché&ch khoi Liz, chic chin 1a chéng hiéu vi
sao minh lai lam vay. Méi dau, ¢6 ta dat tay trén
dudi khau stung dang & trong bao deo chd that
lung, nhung khi nhin thay t6i, ¢6 ta tha tay ra.
Khién t6i nhe ca nguoi.

C6 quy mot chan xudng. “Chi ¢ minh chau ¢
day thoi a, con trai?”

Toi nhin vé Liz. Toi nhin vé Marsden, ding
dt xa khoi ngudi phu nit da giét han ta. Ngay
ca Teddy ciing da téi. Ga nay ding ¢ 16i vao ma
nhitng canh sat da tan di, c6 1€ ga bi hat téi day
vi s 6n 1, hodc chi la vi ndi hing théi. Ba Bu nhin
Khéng-chét.

“Vang”, to6i néi. “Chi c¢6 minh chdu ¢ day

théi a.”
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va dan t6i ra ngoai. Téi bat dau run rdy.

C6 1é c6 ay s€ nghi toi run vi khi troi
ban t6i, nhung di nhién la khong phai thé. C6 coi
40 khodc ra va choang 1én vai t6i, nhung thé van
chua dua. Toi tho tay vao hai bén tay do dai qua
cd va siét cai 40 quanh minh. Ao kha nang, vi
nhitng chiéc tai chita ddy may mon do ctia canh
sat, nhung toi thdy on ca. Sttc ndng nay dem lai
cam giac dé chiju.

Cé ba chiéc xe tuan db bén ngoai san, hai
chiéc dang kep con xe nho cua Liz vao gitta,
va chiéc tht ba thi & ngay dang sau. Khi ching
tdi ra ngoai dung, mot chi€c xe khac da di toi,
day 1a mot chiéc SUV véi dong chit CANH SAT
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TRUONG RENFIELD ¢ than xe. Téi nghi hom
nay han 1a mét dip dang &n mirng cho nhiing tay
say xin va hoi dua xe & dwdi thi tran, vi gan nhu
toan b lwc lwong canh sat da & day roi.

Mot canh sat nira budce ra khoi cira va tién
dén chd nit si quan. “Chuyén gi da xay ra & day
vay, nhoc?”

Trudce khi toi kip tra 10i, nit si quan da dat
mot ngon tay 1én moi t6i. Toi khong phién, thue
ra con thay khd mimng. “Khéng c6 thic mac nao
ca, Dwight. Cau bé nay dang bi s6c. Cau dy can
chdm séc y t€.”

Mot nguoi dan 6ng vam v& mic so mi trang,
deo huy hiéu ¢ ¢0 - canh sat truong, toi doan - da
budc xudng khoi xe SUV va kip nghe thdy cau
cudi ciing. “Pua cau bé di, Caroline. P& mit t6i
cau ta. Trong do6 da xac nhan tit vong chwa?”

“Co mot thi thé ¢ chan cau thang. Cé vé la
mot phu nit. T6i chira thé xac nhan la 6 ta da qua
doi, nhung dwya theo tu thé dau cua co ta—"

“Oi, c6 4y chét r6i, dung vay dé”, t6i bao ho,
roi bat dau khoc.

“Didi, Caro.” Canh sat trudong noéi. “Cling ding
di t6i tan quan lam gi. Pua cau bé téi MedNow.
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Khong ddt cau hoi nao hét chitng nao téi chua
téi d6. Ngoai ra, chung ta con phai c6 mot
nguoi 1on chiu trach nhiém cho cau bé. Héi tén
cau ta chua?”

“Chua a”, si quan Caroline tra 1oi. “Nay gio
loan qua. Bén trong dé khong c6 den.”

Canh sat treong gap nguoi xudng nhin toi,
hai tay 6ng dat trén dui, khién t6i thdy minh lai
nhu moi lén nam. “Tén chau la gi, con trai?”

Thé'ma bdo 1a khong thic mdc gi hét, toi tw nhu.
“Jamie Conklin, va me chdu sap dén rdi. Me tén
la Tia Conklin. Chau da goi me r6i.”

“Um.” Ong ta quay sang Dwight. “Tai sao lai
khong c6 den? Moi ngdi nha trén duong toi dén
day déu co dién ca.”

“Khéng 16 a, thua canh sat tredng.”

Toi 1én tiéng, “Pén dién tat hét khi cb ta dang
chay xudng cau thang, dudi theo chau. Chau nghi
dolaly do co tanga.”

Toi c6 thé nhén thay la 6ng ta mudn héi nhiéu
hon nita, nhung 6ng chi bao si quan Caroline
lam viéc di. Khi ¢6 di ra khoi khoang san va bét
d4u 14i téi con dudng quanh co dan ra cdng vao,
toi cham vao tii quan va so thdy dién thoai ctua
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Liz, du t6i khong nhd la minh da cét n6 vao day.
“Chau c6 thé goi lai cho me va bao me la ching
ta sé tdi gap bac si khong?”

"Puwoc chir.”

Khi bat dau goi dién, toi nhan ra 13, néu si
quan Caroline phat hién dwoc t6i dang ding may
ctia Liz, thi toi s& gdp rac rdi. Co ta cd thé hoi vi
sao toi lai biét ma mo may cua nguoi phu nir da
chét, va toi sé khong thé tra 10i sao cho hop ly
dugc. Nhung du sao thi ¢ ay ciing chang hoi gi.

Me bao la me dang di Uber (sé mat mot
khoan kha kha day, nén that la may vi cong ty
dang lam an c¢ 1ai), va ho dang di chuyén rat
nhanh. Me hoéi liéu tdi ¢6 thye sy 6n khong. Toi
dap la minh On that sy, va si quan Caroline dang
dua toi toi MedNow ¢ Renfield, chi la dé kiém
tra mot chat théi. Me dan toi ding tra 1oi cau
hoi nao ca cho téi khi me dén, va toi dap la toi sé
khong tra 101 gi hét.

“Me sé goi cho Monty Grisham”, me noi.
“Ong &y khong chuyén may vu phap Iy kiéu nay,
nhung ong ay sé biét ai d6.”

“Me o0i, con dau can luat sw.” Si quan Caroline
li€c xéo mot cai that nhanh khi nghe t6i noéi thé.
“Con chang lam gi ca.”
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“Néu Liz sat hai ai d6 trong khi con c6 mat,
con s€ can ludt su. Sé c6 mot cudce diéu tra... hop
béo... me khong biét hét. Day 1a 16i ctia me. Me
da mang a khon ddy vao nha minh.” R6i me bung
1én. “Con khon Liz!”

“Moéi dau, cd ta ciing t6t ma.” Do la sy that,
nhung ty nhién, t6i thdy cuwc ky, cec ky mét. “Con
sé gap me khi me toi day.”

Toi két thiic cudc goi va hoi si quan Caroline
mdt bao lau nita thi ching toi téi gap bac si. Co ta
dap la mét hai muoi phat. Toéi nhin qua vai minh,
xuyén qua tam ludi ngdn cach hang ghé trudce voi
hang ghé sau, tu nhién chic chin réng Liz s& ngdi
¢ d6. Hodc - té hon rat nhiéu - Therriault. Nhung
khong c6 gi ca.

“Chi c6 chau va co thdi, Jamie”, si quan Caroline
noi. “Dung lo.”

“Chéau khong lo a”, t6i noi, nhung c6 mot
viéc ma toi thdt sy phai lo, va ta on Chua la toi
van nhé ra, néu khong thi me va toi ¢ thé roi
vao mdt rac rdi khong 16. Téi ta dau vao ctra s6
va hoi xoay nguoi ra xa khoi nit canh sat. “Chau
sé ngu mot chut.”

”Ct ngu di.” Giong c0 dy ¢d y cuoi.
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T6i ngu thdt. Nhung trudc tién, t6i mé dién
thoai cta Liz ra, 18y nguwoi minh che kin cai may,
va xo6a di cai tép ghi am ma Liz da luwu lai, khi
toi thuat lai ¢St truyén Bi mdt cua Roanoke cho
me. Néu ho tich thu cai may va phat hién ra may
khong phai cuaa toi, toi sé bia ra mot chuyén gi
d6. Hodc chi can ndi 1a t6i chang nho gi, thé thi
an toan hon. Nhung ma ho khong thé nghe cai
tép ghi am.

Khéng doi nao.
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anh sat truong va hai si quan khac xuat

hién & MedNow khoang mét tiéng

dong ho sau khi toi va si quan Caroline
dén noi. Ngoai ra con c6 mot nguoi dan 6ng mac
com 1€, gidi thiéu minh la ludt su ctia quan. Mt
bac si tham kham cho t6i va néi vé co ban la toi
on, huyét ap hoi cao, nhung xét toi nhitng gi toi
da phai trai qua thi cing khong phai chuyén dang
ngac nhién. Ong nay tin chéc rdng huyét ap sé tro
lai binh thuong trudc khi troi sang va xac dinh toi
la “mét thiéu nién khoe manh binh thuong”. Toi
chi 1a mét thiéu nién khoe manh binh thuong ¢
thé nhin thdy nguoi chét thdi, nhung téi khong
1a8y chuyén d6 ra ban.
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T6i, cac si quan va luat su quan cung di vao
phong nghi danh cho nhan vién dé cho me t6i
dén, va ngay khi me dén noi, cac cau héi bat dau
duoc dit ra. T6i hdm do, chiing toi ngu tai nha
nghi Renfield Stardust, va sang hom sau lai co
thém nhiéu cau hoi nita. Me la nguoi ké cho moi
nguoi biét rang, me ting c6 quan hé véi Elizabeth
Dutton, nhung moi su két thic khi me phat hién
ra Liz c6 lién quan t6i viéc giao dich ma tuy. Toi
thi ké cho ho biét Liz da chan t6i lai sau budi tap
tennis ra sao, va cO ta da dwa toi tdi Renfield, noi
co ta ky vong sé 18y duwgc mot mé 1on Oxy tit nha
ctia 6ng Marsden. Ong ta cudi cung ciing néi cho
cd biét chd thudc & dau, va cd giét ong ta, co thé
vi ¢6 ta khdng trung dugc mén doc ddc nhu ky
vong, hodc vi nhitng thit khac ma c6 ta tim thay
trong can phong. Nhitng btrc anh.

”C6 viéc nay ¢6 khéng hiéu”, si quan Caroline
1én tiéng khi toi tra lai cho ¢6 cai 4o khoac, thir ma
t6i van mic sudt. Me nhin c6 bing anh mat deé
chimng, sdn-sang-bao-vé-con-nhd, nhung si quan
Caroline khong dé y. Co ta dang nhin t6i. “Co &y
tréi hin lai—"

“Cd Ay néi la c6 &y khong chéhan. D6 1a tlr ma cd
dy dung. Vi ¢ dy tiing la canh sat, chau doan thé.”
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“Pugc roi, co ta khong ché hén. Va theo nhitng
gl ¢ ta noi cho chau - ciing nhu nhitng gi bon c6
da tim durgc trén tang - thi ¢d ta da doa dam hén
mot chiit. Nhung khong dén ndi qua ghé gém.”

“Cd néi thang ra durge khong?” Me néi. “Con
trai t6i vira trai qua moét chuyén kinh khiing va
né mét 13m ro1.”

S1 quan Caroline mac ké me. C6 dy dang nhin
t6i, va mat cd &y rat sang. “Co ta dang ra c6 thé
manh tay hon, hanh ha hin ta dén khi c6 ta c6 duoc
nhitng gi minh mudn, nhung thay vi thé, ¢ ta bo
hén lai, 14i xe t6i tin thanh phd New York, bt cdc
chau, va dwa chau trd lai. Tai sao ¢6 ta lai lam vay?”

“Chau khong biét.”

“Chau ngoi trén xe hai tiéng dong ho voi ¢
ta, va cd ta khong noi gi hét?”

“Tat ca nhitng gi ¢6 &y noi chi la ¢6 &y vui khi
duoc gap chau.” Toi khong thé nhé ndi liéu ¢d ta
c6 thye sy noi thé hay khéng nira, vi vay tdi cho
rang day la mdt cdu néi d&i, nhung n6 khéng c6
vé gi 1a n6i doi. Téi nho lai nhiing dém minh ngbi
tren di vang, ngoi kep gitra hai ngudi va xem Vu
nd l6n, tat ca ching t6i déu cudi nghiéng nga, va
toi bdt dau khéc. Digu d6 khién ching t6i chdm
dit man héi chuyén.
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Khi hai me con tdi nha nghi, va khi ctra da
déng va khoa lai, me néi, “Néu ho lai héi con
nita, ctr n6i rang c6 18 ¢d ta dinh dua con di cling
toi bo Tay. Con ¢6 thé néi vay khong?”

“Vang a”, t6i ndi. Ty hoi liéu suy nghi dy co
hién 1én ddu d6 trong tam tri Liz sudt ca qua trinh
khong. D6 khdng phai mot suy doan tét lanh gi,
nhung van t&t hon diéu t6i da nghi (va van nghi
dén tan hom nay): d6 la ¢6 ta dinh giét toi.

To6i khong ngt trong can phong co6 cita thong
sang phong me. T6i ngu trén di vang trong phong
me. Toi mo thdy minh budc di trén mét con
duong dong qué hiu quanh, bén dwdi vang trang
ludi liém. Ping huyt gid, dung huyt gio, toi tu
dan minh, nhung tdi van huyt gié. Téi huyt s4o
bai “Let It Be” - ctt d€ moi sw dién ra. T6i nhd rat
16 chuyén do. Téi chi huyt dwoc sau hay tam nét
dau thi nghe thay ti€ng budc chan sau lung minh.

Toi choang day, 1ay hai tay che kin miéng, nhu
d€ chan ding mot tiéng thét. Trong nhitng ndm sau
do, t6i da thirc ddy nhu vay thém vai [an, va diéu toi
so hai khéng phai mét tiéng thét, chua ting. Diéu
t6i s¢ 1a minh sé thitc day trong khi huyt gi6, va thix
anh sang chét choc kia sé xuat hién.

Vi hai canh tay vuon ra, si€t 13y toi.
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6 rat nhiéu han ché khi ta la mot diza

nhéc, hay xem nhé. Bi mun; ndi khon

ho khi phai chon lea quan ao hop

ly khi di hoc, sao cho khong bi cuwoi vao mat; va

si kho hi€u ctia nhitng ¢6 gai - d6 mdi chi la ba

trong sd rat nhiéu chudng ngai. Sau chuyén du hi

téi nha cia Donald Marsden (néi théng ra 1a sau

khi bi bit céc), tdi phat hién ra rang, thiec ra lam
tré con cting c6 nhitng diém cdng.

Mot trong s6 d6 la khong phai di gitra hai hang
phéng vién va may quay truyén hinh & budi diéu
tra, vi t6i khong phai truc ti€p ding ra lam ching.
Thay vao d¢, t6i cung cap 1oi khai qua video, véi
mot bén la ludt sw Monty Grisham va me t6i ng6i
0 bén con lai. Canh bao chi biét t6i la ai, nhung
tén cua t6i khong bao gid bi xuét hién trén truyén
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thong, vi t6i la mot ton tai than ky, tré vi thanh
nién. Hoc sinh ¢ trwong phat hién ra (1t nhéc ¢
treong gan nhuw luc nao cing kham phd ra hét moi
chuyén), nhung khong ai phé phan gi t6i, ma thay
vao do, t6i dugc kinh né. Toi khdng can phai tim
hiéu cach ndi chuyén vdi bon con gai, vi ho tu di
dén ta d€ d6 cua toi va noi chuyén véi toi.

Diéu tuyét nhat 1a, khong c6 van dé gi voi dién
thoai ctia toi ca. N6 von la dién thoai cua Liz. Ma
du sao thi né cling khéng con t6n tai nita. Me da
ném noé vao 10 d6t rac, bon voyage™, va dan toi ci
bao 1a ¢a danh mét né néu nhu ¢6 ai hoi. Chéang ai
héi gi ca. Con vé viéc vi sao Liz lai téi New York
dé& bat tdi di, canh sat da di t6i két luan nhu me da
goi y, nhung do ho tw suy ra: Liz mudn mang theo
mot dira tré khi téi bo Tay, c6 1€ vi viéc mot phuntt
di chuyén cting mot dira tré sé it thu hat sw cha y
hon. Khong ai nghi t6i kha nang t6i ¢ chay tron,
hodc it nhat la hét Ién cau giup do khi chung t6i
diing lai d€ bom xang va an gi d6 o Pennsylvania,
hodc Indiana, hodc Montana. Di nhién la t6i sé
khoéng lam vay roi. Toi s& 1a mot em bé bi bat coc
hét strc vang 10i, giong nhw Elizabeth Smart vay.
Vi t6i chi 1a mot dira tré.

Bao chi ram rd dua tin trong khoang mot
tuan, ddc biét la may to chuyén dua tin 1a caj,

52Tiéng Phép: chiic ban c6 mét chuyén di vui vé.
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moét phan vi Marsden la mét tén trum ma tuy,
nhung chu yéu la vi nhitng btic anh dugc tim
thdy trong phong hoang loan ctia hin ta. Va
Liz dugc miéu ta nhu mot nguoi hung, ky quai
nhung lai 1a sy that. CU'U ST QUAN CHET SAU
KHIHA GUC TRUM DAM DUC CO SO THICH
NHUC HINH, to Daily News giat tit. Chdng hé
dé cap dén chuyén c6 ta da mat viéc sau khi bd
phan Néi vu tién hanh diéu tra va ¢6 ta bi duong
tinh voi ma tiy. Nhung sy that rang cd da gép
cong tim ra qua bom cudi cung cta Thumper,
trude khi nd ¢ thé giét chét mot dam nguoi dén
siéu thi, 33 dwoc nhic dén. To Post han da cw
mot phong vién tdi nha Marsden (“Bon gian co
mat khdp noi”, me néi thé), hodc la td nay cé sdn
anh chup dinh thy 6 Renfield, vi titbao cuaho la
BEN TRONG CAN NHA KINH HOANG CUA
DONNIE BU'. Me tdi da bat cuoi voi tiéu dé nay,
ndi rang hiéu biét ctia to Post vé cach dung so
hitu cich 1a mot dudng thang song song véi
hiéu biét cua ho vé chinh tri My.

“Khoéng phai la Byr-sd hitu cach”, me dap khi
toi hoi. “Bu-so hitu cach-thém mot chix 5.7

Puoc roi, me a. Sao cling dugc.

3 Nguyén vin tit bao l1a “INSIDE DONNIE BIGS’ HOUSE OF
HORRORS™.
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héng lau sau, nhiing tin tic khac day

Can nha Kinh hoang cia Donnie By ra

héi trang nhat cia nhitng to bao 1a cai,

va tiéng tam cua toi ¢ treong ciing nhat dan di.
Gidéng nhu nhitng gi Liz da néi vé Chet Atkins,
nguoi ta lang quén that la nhanh. Téi lai gap kho
khin khi bit chuyén véi cac b gai, chit khong thé
an s3n, cho cac cd t6i th d€ d6 tim minh, mit chudt
mascara mo to tron va déi méi bong chu chu, hoi
toi chuyén nay chuyeén no. Toi choi tennis va thu
tham gia déng kich cho 16p. Cudi cung, t6i chi
nhan dwoc mot vai dién c6 hai dong thoai, nhung
toi da rat tan tam. Toi choi video game véi ban be.
Toi dua Mary Lou Stein di xem phim va hon cb

nang. Nang hon lai tdi, that xudt sic.
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Trén day la mot loat canh phim ngén, va
nhiing to lich ciing cit thé duoc lat. B6 la nam
2016, ro6i 2017. Thinh thoang, téi mo thdy minh
budc di trén con duong dong qué va thuc gidc
voi hai tay che kin miéng, tu héi Minh cé huyt gié
khong? Chua o1, minh c6 huyt gié khong? Nhung
nhitng gidc mo d6 dan dan it xudt hién hon.
Thinh thoang, t6i cling nhin thdy nhitng nguoi
chét, nhung khong qua thuong xuyén va ho cling
khong dang s¢. C6 mot lan, me hoi toi co6 con
nhin thay ho khéng, va toi dap la minh hiém khi
nhin thay, vi biét réng noi vay sé khién me an
long hon. T6i mudn vay, vi me cling da phai trai
qua nhiéu chuyén mét mai, toi hiéu.

“Co 1é con dang dan thoat khoi chuyén dé”,
me noi.

“Co 1é dung vay a”, toi dong y.

Pén nam 2018, nguoi hung Jamie Conklin
cua chung ta da cao hon mét mét tam, da moc
dwoc rau dé (me toi ghét vd cung), dwoc nhan
vao trueong Princeton, va da gan nhu du tudi dé
di bau cir. Téi sé du tudi khi cudc bau ctr dién ra
vao thang Mwoi mot.

Toi dang & trong phong, cay luyén sach vo dé

thi cudi ky, thi dién thoai rung 1én. La me goi, tir
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hang ghé€ sau ciia mét chiéc Uber, me dang trén
duong toi Tenafly, noi ¢ hién tai ctia bac Harry.

“Lai la chting viém ph6i”, me noéi. “Me khong
nghi [an nay bac dy sé kha hon, Jamie a. Ho goi
me dén, va ho sé khdng lam vay trir khi tinh hinh
rat nghiém trong.” Me dung lai, roi noi: “Co thé
qua doi.”

“Con sé ti d6 nhanh nhat co thé.”

“Khéng cn phai thé dau.” Any ¢ day 13, du
sao tdi cling chua tirng that sy quen biét bac, it
nhat 13 khéng phai ltic bac van con 1a mot nguedi
dan 6ng sang lang, dang gay dung co nghiép cho
ca ban than va em gai, trong cai gi¢i xuat ban
nhiéu thit thach & New York. Ma dung 1a mét thé
gioi day chong gai. Bay gio, khi téi cling lam viéc
tai van phong - chi vai tiéng mot tuan thoi, chu
yéu 1a lo viéc sip x&p gidy to - toi da hiéu 16 sy
that nay. That long, t6i chi c6 nhitng ky ttc mo
hd vé mét nguoi dan 6ng sang lang dang ra phai
ti€p tuc sang lang lau hon nita, nhung t6i khong
toi chi d€ gdp béc ay.

“Con s€ di xe buyt.” Mot lua chon nhe nhang,
chiing tdi van luén di xe buyt t6i New Jersey vao
cai hoi Uber va Lyft vuot qua kha nang chi tra
ctia minh.
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“Con bai kiém tra caa con... con phai 6n bai
trudce khi thi cudi ky...”

“Sach vo la tht ma thuat doc nhat vo nhi ¢é
thé mang theo nguoi. Con doc dugc cau nay & dau
d6. Con sé mang sach theo. Gap me ¢ ddy nhé.”

“Chang ta c6 thé phai & qua dém day”, me
néi. “Con 6 chac khéng?”

Toi bao véi me 1a tdi chic.

To6i khong biét 16 la minh dang & dau khi bac
Harry chét. C6 1& 1a & New Jersey, c6 16 van dang
bang qua Hudson, hoac 1a & mét noi ma t6i tham
chi van nhin dugc san van dong Yankee qua cai
ctra s0 xe buyt thuong xuyén dinh phan chim. Tat
ca nhitng gi toi biét la me dang cho toi bén ngoai
trung tdm cham sdc - trung tim cham soc cudi
cung ctia bac ay. Me ng6i trén mét cai ghé bang,
bén dudi tan cay toa bong. Mét me rao hoanh,
nhung me dang hut thudc, va toi da khong thay
me lam vay rat lau r6i. Me 6m t6i that chat va t6i
ciing 6m lai me nhu thé. Toi ¢ thé nghi thay mui
nudc hoa cua me, mui hwong ngot ngao xua ci
cua La Vie est Belle ludn dua tdi tro vé thoi tho
&u. Tro vé lam mot cau bé nghi rang, con ga tay
xanh 14 cay vé dya trén ban tay nam ngoén la mét
kiét tac. Toi khong can phai hoi gi.
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“Chua dén muoi phut trude khi me téi day”,
me noi.

“Me On khong?”

“On. Budn, nhung ciing nhe ngudi vi chuyén
cudi cung ciing két thuic. Bac dy da tru dugc lau
hon nhiéu nguoi cling mac chiing bénh trrong tu.
Con biét khong, me dang ng6i nghi vé trd ném
béng bét béng. Con c6 biét tro d6 khong?”

“Con nghi la co.”

“Nhiing dia con trai khac khéng mudn me
choi vi me 1a con gai, nhung Harry ndi la néu
ho khdng cho me choi, thi anh &y ciing sé khong
choi. Ma anh 3y thi duoc yéu quy lam. Luén ludn
la nguoi noi bat nhat. Thé nén bon ho bao, me la
dtra con gai duy nhat duoc choi.”

“Me choi gidi khong?”

“Me con cuc dinh”, me cuoi. Sau dé me dui
mdt bén mét. Van ctt 1a khéc. “Nghe nay, me can
ndi chuyén véi ba Ackerman - ba dy diéu hanh
chd nay - va ky mot vai gidy to. Roi me sé tdi
phong cua bac va xem xem me ¢4 can mang gi di
ludn khdng. Chéc ciing khong c6 gi.”

Mot cam giac bao dong nay lén trong nguoi
toi. “Béc ay van chua...?”
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“Khong, con yéu. Ho ¢6 mét nha tang 1& &
day. Ngay mai, me s& sap xép va dua bac vé New
York, roi... con biét ddy, lo hau su.” Me ding lai.
“Jamie nay?”

Toi nhin me.

“Con khong... con khdng nhin thay bac dau,
phai khong?”

T6i cudi. “Khong dau, ma.”

Me d¢ lay cam toi. “Me da bao con bao Ian la
dimg goi me nhu thé€ roi? Nhitng tén nhoc nao
moi goi maaa chir?”

“Ctru con”, toi dap, sau do6 bd sung, “Vang
vang vang.”

Cau tra 101 khién me bat cuoi. “Cho me nhé,
con yéu. Sé khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

Me di vao bén trong va t6i nhin vé bac Harry,
bac chi ding cach t6i chua t&i ba mét. Bac van
luén ding ¢ day, trén nguoi la b d6 ngu bac mac
khi qua doi.

“Hay, bac Harry”, t6i néi.

Khéng c6 hoi dap. Nhung bac dang nhin t6i.

“Béc van bi Alzheimer a?”

“Khong.”
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“Thé gio bac On roi a?”

Bac nhin t6i voi mdt chat xiu hai hudc. “Ta
cho 1a vay, néu chét van phu hop vdi dinh nghia
cua con vé on.”

“Me sé nh¢ bac day, bac Harry.”

Khong dap lai, va toi cling khong mong cho,
vi d6 khong phai mot cau hoi. Du t6i dang la
dang c6 mot thac mac. Chéc 1a bac khong biét cau
tra 161, nhung ngwdi ta van néi 1a néu may khong
hdi thi khéng thé nao biét dugc.

“Bac c6 biét bd chau la ai khong?”

"Co.”

“Ai? La ai thé a?”

“La ta”, bac Harry tra 10i.
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huyén sap hét roi (tdi nh¢, ti timg
nghi la ba muoi trang da dai 14m réi!),
ung chura hén thé, nén dtig bo cude
voi triede khi doc ndt chd nay:

Ong ba ctia t6i - hda ra 1a bd ddi 6ng ba duy nhat
cta toi - da chét trén duong t6i du mét biva tiéc
Gidng sinh. M6t ga n6c qua da riegu mung Giang
sinh da lao xe di chéch sudt ba lan duong, trén mot
tuyén cao t&c bdn lan, va lao thang vao dau xe clia
dng ba. Ga say ruou s6ng sét, nhu 18 doi van hay
vay. Bac t6i (hoa ra 1a bd t6i) dang & New York thi
biét tin, khi &y 6ng dang tham gia nhiéu bira tiéc
Giang sinh, ban rdn xa giao voi cdac nha xuat ban,
cacbién tap vién va cac tac gid. Van phong cta 6ng
khi &y vira mdi ra doi, va bac Harry (b6 than yéu!)
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gidng nhir mot anh chang s6ng trong rimg tham,
nhidt nhanh nhiing canh cay nhé am i chay dé€ 6
nhom lén mot ngon lira ding nghia.

Ong trd vé nha o Arcola - d6 la mét thi tran
nho o Illinois - d€ lo tang 1. Sau khi xong Vviéc,
mot budi tiép doén duoc té chic tai gia dinh
Conklin. Lester va Norma rat dugc yéu mén, nén
nhiéu nguoi da toi tham héi. Mt s& nguoi mang
theo d6 an. Mot s6 nguoi thi mang ruou toi - nd
da tré thanh cha d& dau cho rat nhiéu dwa tré.
Tia Conklin, khi &y mdi t6t nghiép dai hoc chua
lau va dang dam nhan cong viéc dau doi tai mot
cdng ty ké toan, da udng mot luwong ra tro. Va anh
trai c6 cling thé. A a?

Sau khi tat ca moi nguoi tré vé nha, Harry
tim thdy ¢4 &y trong phong cua cd, mdc vay 16t
nam trén giuong, khoéc nite né. Harry nam xudng
canh ¢d, dm c6 vao long. Chi d€ an ui thoi, ban
hi€u ma, nhung kiéu an i nay lai dan dén kiéu
an ui khac. Chi mét lan d6 thoi, nhung mét Ian la
du, va sau tuan sau do, Harry - nguoi da quay vé
New York - nhan dugc mét cude goi. Khong lau
sau day, nguoi me da mang bau cua toi gia nhap

cong ty.
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Liéu Van phong Dai dién Tac gia Conklin
sé van thanh cong trong linh vuc canh tranh
gt gao nay ma khong cé me, hay md canh va
la nho nho caa bd/bac tbi sé chi xeo di trong lan
khéi trang triedc khi dng &y kip b8 sung nhiing
khuc cti to 1on hon? Kho ma noi dwgc. Khi moi
sw bit dau khoi sic, t6i vAn con nam trong ciii,
té vao bim Pampers va kéu gu gu. Nhung toi
biét la me rét thao viéc. Néu khong phai thé,
van phong vé sau da bi sap roi, khi thi trvong
tai chinh lao dé&c.

DE t6i ndi cho ban biét, ¢6 mét ddng nham
tuong nham nhi vé con cai ctia nhitng cap d6i loan
luén, dédc biét 1a khi ndi téi con ctia b - con géi, va
anh trai - em gai. Vang, c6 thé c6 nhitng van dé vé
stic khoe, va vang, ty 1é nhitng van dé dé xay ra
sé cao hon mét chat trong trieong hop can huyét,
nhung phén 16n nhitng dita tré &y sé sinh ra véi
bd ndo thiéu ning, chi c6 mot mat hodc so hitu doi
chan khoeo u? Thong tin rac rudi. BPung la t6i tim
ra dugc rang, mdt trong nhiing tat nguyén phd
bién nhat o cac dira tré sinh ra tir cac mdi quan hé
loan luan la ngén tay hodc ngén chan cta chung bi
dinh lién. Toi bi seo & ngdn trd va ngdn gitta ban
tay tréi, sau mot cudc phau thuat dé tach ngén tay
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hoi t6i van con 1a tré so sinh. Lan d4u tién toi hoi
vé nhitng vét seo dy - lic &y toi chua thé 16n hon
bdn hay ndm tudi - me néi rang cac béc si da xur
ly xong xudi trudce khi me dwa toi tit bénh vién vé
nha. “Dé ot d6 ma”, me néi.

Va di nhién, t6i con duogc sinh ra véi mot thi
khéc, tht nay c6 18 lién quan t6i sy that rang,
ngay xtra ngay xua, khi chim trong dau buon va
reou, b me t6i da than mat hon mot chut so véi
mtutc binh theong gitta anh trai va em gai. Hodc la
viéc nhin thdy nguoi chét chéng hé day dua gi téi
chuyén d6. Mot cap phu huynh “tong diéc” van
c6 thé sinh ra mot thién tai ca hat, nhitng nguoi
mu chit vAn c6 thé ha sinh mét nha vin vi dai.
Déi khi, tai ndng xuat hién tir thinh khong, c6 vé
la nhuw vay.

Trir khi, chd mdt chat.

Toan bd cau chuyén nay chi la gia tudng.

T6i khong biét lam thé nao ma Tia va Harry
lai tré thanh bd me cia mdt cdu nhdc con khoe
khodn tén James Lee Conklin, vi tdi chua bao gio
hoi can ké bac Harry ca. Ong c6 th& néi cho t6i -
nguoi chét khong thé noéi doi, téi nghi la ching ta
da rat ro roi - nhung ma t6i khong mudn biét. Sau
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khi 6ng ndi hai tiéng d6 - 1 ta - toi da quay nguoi,
budc vao trung tdm cham soéc dé tim me. Ong
khéng di theo, va t6i khéng bao gio nhin thay
ong nita. Toi nghi 6ng sé dén 1é tang ctia minh,
hogc xuat hién & budi 18 tai nghia trang, nhung
ong khong dén.

Trén duong trd vé thanh phd (ngdi trén xe
buyt, nhu hoi xua), me hoi toi c6 van dé gi a. T6i
bao la khong c6 van dé gi ca, toi chi dang ¢8 quen
vOi sy that réng bac Harry da thuc sy di mét roi.
“Gidng nhu ltc con bi mat mot cai rang sira vay”,
t6i ndi. “Co mot cai 16 trong con va con ci thay
thiéu thiéu.”

“Me hiéu”, me noi, 6m 1dy to6i. “Me cling thay
thé. Nhung me khong budn. Me khong nghi la
me sé budn, va diing la me khong budn. Vi bac dy
von da ra di tir rat lau r6i.”

Puogc 6m that la tot. Toi da ludn yéu me va toi
van rat yéu me, nhung hdom do, t6i da n6i d6i me,
va khong chi la ndi déi theo ki€u ¢d tinh khong
nhéc téi. Chuyén nay khong giéng nhu mit mot
cai rang, toi thdy nd giéng nhu moc thém mot
cai rang, va khong co chd cho cai ring nay trong
mom cua toi.
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Cé nhitng chi tiét nhat dinh khién cau chuyén
toi vira k€ cho ban c6 nhiéu kha nang la su that.
Lester va Norma Conklin dung la da bi giét chét
boéi mot tay 1ai xe say xin, trén duong ho toi duw
mot bira tiéc Gidng sinh. Harry dang la da quay
lai Tllinois dé lo tang 1&, t6i da tim thdy mot ban
tin trong to Record Herald ctia Arcola, cho biét 6ng
la nguoi doc diéu van. Tia Conklin dung la da bo
viéc dé€ toi New York, tro gilp anh minh ngay dau
nam sau d6, & cong ty dai dién tac gia ma nguoi
anh trai mdi m¢. Va James Lee Conklin ding la
da chao doi khoang chin thang sau 1é tang, & bénh
vién Lenox Hill.

Vay thi, & t &t va dung dung dung, moi su
6 thé dung nhu nhiing gi t6i da ké. Kha la logic
day ch. Nhung cau chuyén ciing c6 thé dién ra
theo mot hudng khac, va t6i thi rat khong thich
cai hudéng nay. Chéng han nhw mét phy nit tré da
bi hi€p dam sau khi uéng ruou dén bat tinh nhan
su, va ké hi€p dam la ga anh trai say xin bién thai
cua co ta. Ly do t6i khong hoi cling don gian thoi:
toi khong mudn biét. Liéu tdi c6 ban khoan vé
viéc ho dinh pha thai hay khong? Thinh thoang.
T6i ¢6 lo rang, c6 khi, toi khéng chi giéng bac/bs
mdi hai cai lam d6ng tién 19 ra khi cuoi, va téi lo
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nhitng soi toc trang sé bat dau xuat hién trén mai
dau den khi tdi chi mdi hai muoi hai tudi? Néi
thing ra 13, liéu t6i c6 lo rdang minh sé bit dau
mat tri khi mdi chi cham mdc ba muoi, hodc la ba
muoi lam, hodc 1a bon muoi tudi? Co. Di nhién la
toi lo réi. Theo nhw Internet, bo kiém bac cta tdi
bi mac Alzheimer khoi phat sém va bénh nay cé
tinh di truyén trong gia dinh. Cn bénh nay nam
yén cho thoi trong gen PSEN1 va PSEN2, vi thé ta
co thé thue hién kiém tra: cho mau nuwéce bot vao
ong nghiém va cho lay két qua. Téi nghi la minh
sé di kiém tra.
Sau nay.

biéu buon cuoi la - khi xem lai nhiing trang
viét nay, tdi thdy minh cang viét lai cang kha
hon. Khéng ¢ y noi toi da cham tdi trinh d6 cta
Faulkner hay Updike, t6i dang mudn néi la t6i da
tién bd hon nho thye hanh, va téi nghi hau hét
moi chuyén trén doi nay déu dién ra nhu vay.
T6i chi can hy vong rang t6i sé manh mé va gioi
giang hon theo nhitng khia canh khac nira, khi
toi gap lai cai thir da chiém 14y Therriault. Vi toi
sé gap lai né. Toi khdng con nhin thdy bong dang
no ké tir t6i hdm &y trong can nha ctia Marsden,
khi cai thit ma Liz trong thdy trong guong khién
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cb ta phat dién, nhung né van dang doi. Toi cam
nhin duoc. Chinh xac 12 toi biét chic, du cho t6i
khong biét no la gi.

Chuyén &y khéng quan trong. Toi sé khong
song ma ban khoan vé viéc liéu tbi ¢ bi mat tri
khi cham mdc trung nién hay khéng, va tdi cling
sé khong song voi am anh vé thi do treo trén dau
minh. N6 da khién doi t6i u am qua lau roi. Toi
la dita con cia mot cdp anh em, sy that nay trd
nén tam thuong téi dang cuwdi, khi so sanh véi
16p vo den dua cua Therriault, va thir anh sang
chét chéc tudn ra tir nhitng khe nit trén da thit
cta lop vo do.

Toi da doc thém rét nhiéu trong nhitng nam
tiép theo, ké tir khi thit &y dé nghi t6i tai ddu, mot
lan nira tién hanh nghi thitc Chiid, va t6i ciing da
biét thém khong it cau chuyén mé tin quai di va
nhitng truyén thuyét ky la - nhitng thit sé khong
bao gio xuat hién trong cac tap sach Roanoke cua
Regis Thomas hay Dracula ctia Stoker - va du cho
c6 rét nhiéu diéu lién quan téi viéc ac quy chiém
doat co thé nguoi sdng, toi chua timg doc duoc
sinh vat nao c¢6 kha nang chiém lay nguoi chét.
Thit gén giong nhat ma toi tim ra la cu chuyén
vé nhitng oan linh, ma thyc tinh la cling khong
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hé giong. Vi thé, t6i khong hé biét diéu minh phai
d6i mat la thit gi. Tat ca nhitng gi t6i biét 1a toi
phai duwong dau véi nd. Téi sé huyt gié goi, no sé
dén, chiang to6i sé sié€t chat nhau thay vi lam cai
tro can ludi theo nghi thikc, va 16i... vay déy. Tiép
do, ta sé xem xét sau, phai khong?

Vang, ching ta sé. Chung ta sé xem chuyén
dién bién ra sao.

Sau nay.
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Vé nhing diéu chung ta luén chén gidu va cdi gid

phdi tra khi khai quat bi-mdat-khéng-thé-ndi-ra

Jamie Conklin, con trai doc nhat cia mot ba me
don than, chi mong song mot cubéc dai binh

thudng. Thé nhung, cau lai khéng phai la mét dia

tré binh thudng.

Jamie c6 thé nhin thay thd ma khong ai thay, cling
nhu biét dugc nhiing diéu dang ra phai bi chén giau
mai mai. Cai gid cla nang luc nay nam ngoai nhiing
tudng tuong dién ré nhat cla Jamie, va cau chi phat
hién ra diéu dé khi bi cuén vao mot cudc ruot duoi

san-lung-ngudi-chét, khi ké dién cudong van sé giét

ngudi du hin da & dudi mé.
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